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Abstract

Transhumance, called booleying in Ireland, is a practice found in many parts of
Europe that involves the movement of livestock and their keepers from lowland,
permanent settlements to summeasture, usually in the uplandsghere they remain
generally fromMay to October. It was once an important part of the Irish pastoral

economy but lack of research means that it is little understood.

The study area chosen for the thesis is the Civil Parish of Achill, which includes
Achill Island, Achillbeg Island anche Corraun Peninsula in Co. Mayo in the west of
Ireland. The principal aim of this thesis is to try to understand the phenomenon of
booleying in the Civil Parish of Achill through time. A credisciplinary approach is
taken in this work, using the combihesvidence from fieldwork, excavation,
architectural survey, the historical sources, antiquarian accounts, cartography, the

pictorial evidence, placeame analysis and folklore to answer this question.

It is shown in the thesis that transhumance waraetice that benefited both man

and beast, as the removal of livestock in spring or early summer helped to protect
crops and grass for uas winterage at the permanent settlement from the
depredations of livestock, while the change of pasture maintthedukalth of

livestock and enabled larger herds to be kept. The social aspects of booleying in the
studyarea were also examined and the combined archaeological, historical and
folklore evidence suggests that the nearest modern equivalent experierce to th
practice is akin to modern camping. It is argued that booleying was common in the
field area until the mighineteenth century and then declined after that, partly
because of the availability of seasonal work in Scotland and England.

The main conclusionsf the thesis are fourfold. These are in ascending order of
importance: firstly, that cultivation did occur at transhumant sites in the field area;
secondly, that lowland transhumance did take place through time, even at quite late
dates, in the Civil P&h of Achill; thirdly, that settlements in the study area changed
status over time, starting as permanent settlements and then becoming transhumant
ones (and vice versa); fourthly, that there are architectural and physical differences

between purposbuilt booley houses and permanent houses in the study dinéa
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could be of value in recognising proper transhumant sites elsewhere. This last
important conclusion underlines the fact that while an edossplinary approach to
research is vital when stuahg the past, it clear that the discipline of archaeology has

a lot to offer in helping scholars understand the very recentnpedieval past.
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Chapter 171 Introduction to Achill, Achillo eg and Corraun

Achill, a parish, in the barony of Burrishoole, County of Mayo, and province of
Connaught, 14miles (W.) from Newpoiratt, containing 5,277 inhabitants. This
district comprelends the islands of Achill and Achillbeg, and the peninsula of
Cor r au n(Letis 1887l 1]6p

1.07 Introduction

Little attention has been paid to the practice of transhumance, called booleying in
Ireland, despite its importance in the farming calendar through ti8mne sed as

a practice exteding back into at least the early medieval period, if not much earlie
(Evans 1939b, 1940; Lucas 1989, 67, 104; Kelly 1998, Others see it purely as a
postmedieval phenomenomssociated with theo-called clachan settlement form

and the Rindale system of agriculture, where unfenced tillage crops necessitated the
removal of livestock during the growing season to upland summer pastures that were
largely inaccessible at other times of the y@arMoghrain 1943, 1944; O' Kelly
1942; MacCarthaigh and Whelan 1999)

J ean Grmumrphbisheddsctoral thesign 1954 atQuee 6 s Uni ver si ty,
the only major study of tr@ahumance practice in Ireland to date. This thesis was
written from the perspective of a historical geographer, with no fieldwork component
included. Nevertheless, in a chapter devoted to transhunianice Civil Parish of
Achill, she was able to obtain from living people some -fiatd accounts of the
practice in the early years of the twentieth century when it was in decline and which
are included in her thesis. This is important, for while herrmémts were people

who had not themselves participated in transhumance or booleying, they had
knowledge about it handed down from a previous generation. Information on earlier
transhumance in the Civil Parish of Achill was also derived from historicatessur
such as the Books of Survey and Distribution, Griffiths Valuation, Ordnance Survey
Letters, Ordnance Survey Field Name Books and the Tithe Applotment Books
(Graham 1954, 469).

The aim of this thesis is to examine the practice of transhumance @Givih@arish



of Achill i which comprises Achill Island, Achillbeg Island and the Corraun
Peninsula (Fig. 1). The main goals of this chapter are to introduce the study area,
define what is meant by transhumance, outline the aims of the thesis and irdicate t
methods and sources used within it. It will also endeavour to correct a prevailing
situation of neglect by archaeologists of the study of transhumance. While there is
some debate amongst scholars about exact time periods, for the purposes of this
thess, the early medieval period is defined as spanning the periodcfré@®AD to

1100. The high medieval period is seen as beginning around the latter year and
ending sometime in the late fourteenth century. The late medieval period is seen as
startingc. 1380 and ending about 1600. However, the later medieval period is really
the high and late periods combined and the term covers the years.{td@0 toc.

1600. The posinedieval period is seen as beginning in the early seventeenth century
and also coverthe eighteenth and nineteenth centu¢see Duffyet.al.2001, 17; O'

Conor 1998, xi)

1.17 What is Transhumance?

What is or was transhumanae,booleying, as it was and is known in Ireland? It will

be seen below and in Chapter 2 that there are @@uof somewhat contrasting
definitions of transhumance, partly because different types of this pastoral activity
have been recognised across Europe. The main aim in this section is to define what
the present writer sees as transhumdoath in the contexof Ireland and the field

study area. The English wordranshumandeis derived from the Spanisiord
Trashumarand ultimaely from the Latin words$rans andhumus- literally meanng
0travell i ng .olv the Dictiomag/ ofgGeagraphgt@nshumance is
defined as o6the practice among pastor al
between twor e gi ons of d (Modree 1969n 212) cHowewes, ttheso
definition is too vaguand does not really apply teeland ands more applicala to
horizontal movements in Mediterranean areas where farar@sherdersnoved

their livestock over very long distances from one climatic zone to an{8es
Chapter 2) It could be argued that this is more like pastoral nomadign true
transhumanceAnother more precise definition of transhumance igsa seasonal
movement of mewomenand animals between different grazing grounds. Shepherds

leave their lowland winter quarters, and move to upland, summer pastures. A farmer



practicing transhumance is natnomad, since he has two fixed ab@dg&xford
Dictionary of Geography; Moore 1969, 21However, this too is rather vague
especially for Irelandas it does not take tim account the fact that in many areas of
Europewhole families moved tadhesesunmer pasturesvith their livestock The

best definition otranshumances probablyo6t he per i odi ¢ movement
family groups or herders between summer and winter pasture, with no winter stalling

of livestock and little or no provisioaf foddad b e i n gtherperdamentihame
settlemen{Matley 1968, 25651).

A relatively recent definition of transhumance or booleying in Ireland states that this
important economic practice saw the removal of livestock during the summer months
from permanent settlements in ldywing areas to upland, or at least moorland,
pasture (Briody 2003, 106; 2011, 2128). It will be shown that this definition is
close to what was practised in the Civil Parish of Achill. Interestingly, in this
definition, it is stated that only young women accompanied the herds to the
mountains in Irelan@bid.). The problem with this is that evidence does suggest that
for much of the time that transhumance or booleying was practised in Ireland, whole
families or large parts of them, including men, went with the herds to the booleys in
the summer. A be#t and moregenerallyheld definition of transhumance across
much of Europe and Ireland (or booleying as it is commonly called in this country) is
that it involvesthe seasonal migrain of livestock, mostlgattle,and at least some of
their ownersfrom a permanent, usually lowland, settlement to summer pastures,
which lie in the mountainor at least uplandsThe relativelygreat distanceand
nature of the terrairfirom these permanent settlements to these grazing grounds
meant that the people who took {par these movements could not return home at
night. The distance involved meant that it would also be impractical to move dairy
cattle from the lowlands to the uplands on a daily babiss meant that the
construction of huts was needed to house thelpeavolved andthat these were
occupied for the duration of the summer months, or until the pasture there has been
eaten by the livestocfdalen 1978; Bil 1990; Davies 1941; Lucas 1989, 98iis is
perhaps how most scholars across Ireland and inde&inBioday would define
transhumance/booleying and this definition is the starting point for this thesis.

There is, however, one caveat to this definition. Kenmétiolls (1987, 39798;



1972, 137has suggested, without much evidence, that in latereveddreland (i.e.
c.1100AD toc.1600AD), booleying also took place in lowland areas where there
were no adjacent mountains or uplands. One of the problems about the modern
academic study of the later medieval period in Ireland is that little in the Wway o
detailed socieeconomic sourcesi the equivalent of AngkiNorman/English
Manorial Extents odnquigtions Post Mortemi exist for the Gaeli@ominated

parts of Ireland at this time, such as AcfiNicholls 1987, 398)It is only in the late
sixteenthand seventeenth centuries that surviving documents give a more detailed
insight into the economy of Gaelic Irelafidicholls 1987, 398; O' Conor 1998, 73)

This means that little is known about economic practices in earlier periods. Little
evidence for lvland booleying has been archaeologically identified in Ireland (see
2.5; 3.2.3; 6.1). This makes it hard at
lowland booleying in this country during the whole later medieval period. In terms of
date, booleyg continued as an economic practice down to the late nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, finally dying out around the late 1940s in the study(Mea
Donald 2006, 225)

1.27 Aims of the Thesis

Having defined what transhumanceinsthe last section, what are the aims of this
thesisRelatively little detailed academic work has been carried out on thecsobje
transhumance/booleyinig Ireland, despite its economic importance in the past

its potential tolead tobetter understating of medieval and posnedieval Gaelic

life (Horning 2004) It seems to be regarded as a pustdieval phenomenon outside
the temporal bounds dfaditional archaeological research, which stopped around
1700AD, or earlier but this could be regardecaamewhat shegighted approach
that assumes documentary sources are able to fill this lacuna in our knowledge of the
period. An outlineof thedevelopment of the academic study of the phenomenon of
booleyingin Irelandwill be carried outin detail inChapter 3(see 3.1)The aim of

this thesis is to try to und&tandthe phenomenon dfooleying in Achill, Achillkeg
Island and Corraun (i.e. the Civil Parish of Achill) through tilnén particular
focusing on such questions as its origins, its flortig house types and material
culture associated with it, how it was carried out and by whom and the sdasats

demise, using a croshsciplinary approach, althoughigtthesis is dominated by the



physical, archaeological evidence. Comparisons wilinaele, as much as possible,
with the evidence for transhumance from other partsedrid and Britainin this
respect, a linked aim of this thesis is to locate the booley setitsnmon Achill,
Achillbeg and the Corraun Peninsula. Each of these settleméhbe analysed in
terms of their landscape siting, local vegetation, layout, architecture, distance in
kilometres from their associated permanent settlements and apparent dating to see if
common practices emerge from the evidence. In particular, @ebooley houses

will be compared to structures in what appear to be contemporary permanent
settlements in order to see the exact differences between them, if any, in terms of
their size, construction, use of internal space and function. It is hopetithttdsis

will add to ourlimited knowledge of booleying in Ireland and aid other scholars
studying the phenomenon elsewhere throughthé country in the future. One
related question examined indhhesis will be whether or not there were alternative
forms of booleyingas suggested by Nicholls, as outlined abamther than just a
simple movement of herds and peoplerira lowland site to an upland one at the

beginning ofsummer.

1.37 The Topography of theStudy Area

The Londoner Samuel Lewis pultiesd hisA Topographical Dictionary of Irelanth

two volumes in 1837. In the second volume, he briefly but lucidly describes the
studyarea. He stated that the Civil Parish of Achill lay in the barony of Burrishoole,
Co. Mayo, and that it consisted of ti@ands of Achill and Achillbeg and the
peninsula of Corraun on the mainlaffeig. 2) Achill Island is the largest island
lying off the Irish coas{Lewis 1837, i, 6)In all, the parish embraces an area of
197&m? and containd 9,764 hectares. Achill I€ind is separated from the Corraun
Peninsula by Achill Sound. This is a sea channel, which at one point at the village of
Achill Sound is a rare 200m wide, which runs noshbut h from Bul | 6s
Clew Bay. Corraun is technically attached to thainland but only by a 1.25km

wide isthmus on its eastern sidear the modern village of Mulmy. Achillbeg is a

small island that lies to the south of Achill and Corraun. It is abtutegtares in

area and is separated from Achill by a narrow chatiralis fordable occasionally at

low tide but this israre. Nevertheless, this emphasighe shallow nature of the

Sound between the two islan@dc Nally 1973, 48) The original name of Achillbeg



wasKil-da-m (n)at, whichmeansth 6 ¢ h ur cth@oOonald 2006) X9)

Achill Island is formel of preeCambrian quartzites, schists and gneisses, sortte of
oldest rocks in Ireland, deposited over 600 million years ago. The island can be
divided geologically in two by a fault line theuns from Dugortn the northeast and

the Minaun clifs at Keel in the souttvest (Fig 2). This geological boundary also
divides Achill into Upper and Lower zones that reflectacplogical, topographical,
cultural and linguistic zone@Mc Nally 1973, 4445). The unddying geology of
quartzite has produced shallow and immature soils, deficient in trace elements such
as cobalt and coppdMc Donald 2006, 34)One of the main advantages Lower
Achill has over Upper Achill is access to peat bogs, something that woulde in t
absence of firewood, have been of crucial importance in the pastceanic
climatg extremely strong soutkwesterly winds, occasionally damaging north
westerliesmean annual temperature ranging from°Co 13°C in summer to 5C

to 6°Cin winterand rainfall on an arage of 250 days per annum hesulted in the
growth of blanket bogwhich today covers nearly two thirds of the entire gMa

Nally 1973, 52) The study arealso suffered from the absence of lime which was

obtained from Westpoih recent centuries in return for boatloads of turf.

Fig. 21 Map showing topography ofthe Civil Parish of Achill i the studyarea.



Topographically, the two areas are also quite different, Lower Achill exhibiting clear
evidenceof glaciation with smooth slopes, wieas Upper Achill is characteed by
glacial hummocky terrainBasically Achill Civil Parish consists of a mountainous
west, a hilly south, a peabvered central area and a lwing coastal strip that
embraces an aa of some 120knm{Mc Nally 1973, 38) Much of study area,
therefore, is extremely mountainous and is covered by blanket peat. In all, 35% of
the land surface occurs above an altitude of 55m. The two highest mountains in the
studyarea are located in Lowéchill. Slievemore at 672m and Croaghaun rising to
668m dominate the landscape, with settlement spread across their lower slopes. In
Upper Achill, Mweelin, a quartzite ridge with steep slopes, is 466height. On the

west, it mergeswvith the Minaun clifs, some 243m in height, facing on to Keel
Beach and Tramore Strand South east of Mwdia is Knockmore Mountain at
341m has aentle gradient and a substantial area of upland. Corraun Hill rises to
522m on the Corraun Peninswdad this mountains slightly higher than Corraun
Ridge which stretches from Bolinglanna to Srahmord&@he highest mountain on
Achillbeg Island is The Scalp, rising to 150m in height. It faces Clare Island on the
seaward side andird B6 Dearg(Strand of the Red @w) nestles under its eastern
slopes(Pl. 15; Mc Nally 1973, 48)This brief review of the topography of teudy

area shows it to be mostly composed of mountains, bogland and po(figoR)

Most agricultural farmland in use today and in the pastbess reclaimed from
bogland and is classified as cultivated peat. The physical constraihtsarea have
prevented oveintensification of agriculture over the centuries atids has
engendered consequent reliance on pastoral activities by its itdrate down to the
present dayMc Nally 1973, 52)

The botanist Robert Lloyd Praeger visited the island in 1903 and recorded over four
hundred vascular plant species, including upland grasses stg¢brias(Bent) and
Purple Moor Gras¢Praeger 1904, Z589). Over time, some of these species has
increased while others have declined, in response to changes-imskmdich have
occurred in the past century, notably the abandonment of large areas of cultivation,
the increase in numbers of sheep and heaéimel the spread of invasive species such
as Gunnera, Montbreciaand Rhododendrorthat have successfully colonized large
areas of Achill and Corraun.
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Fig. 31 Megalithic Tombs on the southern slope of Slievemore Mountain.

1.47 The History of the Study Area from Earliest Times to the Present By.

The occurrence of a number of court and portal tombs on Slieeeltountain on
Achill Island suggestthat there has besettlement and no doubsociated farming
present on Achill inthe studyarea since the early Netblic, perhaps as early as
4,00BC (Fig. 3.shows a variety of megaliths: Coetidmb, Keel EasmMA042-020;
Archaeological Complex Keel East/Dugort W&s042-021; Court Tomb MA042
02101; Tumulus, Keel EasMA042-02102; Keel East MA042-02104; Keel
East/Dugort WesiMA042-02110;Portal Tomb, Dugort WestiA042-02121; Court
Tomb, Bal of DookinellyMA042-0240%, Slievemore MA04201702; Portal Tomb,
Slievemore(MA042-012; de Valera and O Nuallain 1950, 1287; Mc Donald
2006, Z5-79). A number of Bronze Age and possibly Iron Age round houses, field
systems and promontory forts have also been recognised withstuthgarea as
well (Mc Donald 2006, 28B1).

Evidence for lhe introduction of Christianity to th&udyarea from the fifth centy

AD onwards is also present. For examplggramontory fort on Achillbeg Island,



Dun Kilmore, contains a variety of structures within it, including conjoined huts, a
stone with a crosen it, a bullaun stone andstonepillar or leacht(MAQ075-107).

This site is interpreted as having started as a prehistoric promontory fort that was
then turned into an ecclesiastical site in the early medieval p@iedtropp 1914,
297-317). Other ecdasiastical sites of early medieval date exist at Slievemore and
Kildavnet(MA042-019; MA065024; see Mc Donald 2006, 282).

Later AngleNorman sources clearly show that the study area lay within the early
medieval territory of Umall (later Owyl). Theerritory is first mentioned in the

seventh century and by at least the eighth century was ruled by the Ui Britin Umaill,
vassal kings of the king of ConnagfMac Cotter 2008, 146) Umall in physical

terms includes Achill, Achillbeg and Corraun, all tleed bordering Clew Bay and

Murrisk (ibid.). Kings of Umall are mentioned regularly in the annals from the late

eighth century onwards and by the tenth century the main branch of the Ui Bridin
Umai | | were the U2 Mai | | e, hea Wi eviaille,an gl i s
according to recent research, arrived in Umall in the sixth or seventh century AD and
purloined the genealogy of thBartraige (Fiachra MacGabhann, pers. comm).
Nevertheless, this sept was to remain dominant in the area down to the selkenteent
century (Mac Cotter 2008, 146)However, at some stage after 1176AD the
O6Mall eys, while still i mportant at a | o
a branch of 1 thecher&@libay&imgs of Cdnnache It would seem that
eitherRoryor hi s brother Cat hal Crovderg 0O6Co
a branch of their own familyapparently Muirchertach Muli
sons and grandsofison t he territory (1 bid.). Certa
was firmly establishea@s kings of Umalll vassals of their cousiris by the early

1230s (ibid.).

Archaeological evidence for early medieval settlement exists in the study area in the
form of five cashels or drgtone walled ringforts in the townlands of Slievemore,
Cashel, [gort East, Kildavat and Achillbeg Island (MA04223; MA04300401,
MAO055-009; MA065028; MAO07500107). Cashels are traditionally seen as
representing the remains of the homesteads and farm centres of early medieval
freemen and noble¢Edwards 1990, 5B8; Stout 1997, 3288). A stonebuilt

cranrdg or artificial island can be seen on Loughannaderriga lake (Lakelet of the



Oaks) in Dookinelly Thulis townland on Achill Island (MA0®4) (MA054-01; see
WoodMartin 1886, 23B2). A palisade was seen around tloimnrog by the
present writer during the hot summer of 1984, when water levels on the lake were
low, suggesting a much larger structure existed here in the past. Agairgggama
traditionally regarded as being the defended residences of nobles gsddkiing

early medieval timege.g. Edwards 1990, 448). This evidence shows that there
may have been at least some elite settlement in the study area during the early

medieval period.

The AngloeNorman conquest of lge parts of Connacht in the ral@30s, including

what is now County Mayo, the study area and UmallQail), meant that it came
under the control of Richard de Burgh, who became lord of Connacht. De Burgh then
set about rewarding his Anglorman followers and supporters for their help in
conquering much of Connacht with large grants of land, as was the custom. De
Burgh seems to have granted at least half a cantred of land in Umall to Henry Butler
i a scion of the important Butler family of Ormondo be held of hin{Orpen 2005,
27793).In 1238, Henry Butler is called I ord
the study area was part of this gré@urtis 193133, 121) This halfcantred appears

to have been what later became the barony of Burrisiidtde Cotter 2008, 145)

The Inquisitionof 1333, which was held upon the death of William de Burgh, the
Brown Earl, shows that this grant had increased in size to one cantred. The cantred
(including the study area) was held by John Butler, a descendent of Henry, of the
Brown Earl as part of hierdship of ConnachikKnox 1908, 300)Burrishoole to the

east of the study area seems to have beeocahator centre of the cantred and this

extensive manor from the late 1230s onwdhdac Cotter 2008, 145)

This discussion shows that the study ax@a technically in the hands of a branch of

the AngleNorman Butlers throughout much of the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries. This i s somewhat at odds wi t
dominant again in Umall from the second half of the fourteeetitury onwards,
establishing a strong maritime lordship in the area that lasted until the very late
sixteenth century, at one level suggesting that this sept remained important even at

the height of AngleNorman control in the argdNicholls 2005, 271) As stated, the

10



problem for the many parts of Ireland that saw lesgale survival of Gaelic families

in the whole later medieval period is that there is little in the way of detailed
documentation survivingsee Nicholls 1987, 398; O' Conor 1998, .78h analysis

of Anglo-Norman settlement across the de Burgh lordship of Connacht suggests that

in most places it was relatively light and was nothing like what happened in eastern

Il rel and. Many Gaelic dynasties, I|ike the
i n east Gal way or the OOHar as, O6Gar as
control of their old lands or at least a substantial proportion of them under Irish (i.e.
Brehon) law. It appears that the de Burghs and their ANglonan vassals, like
Henryamd John Butl er, were happy to act me
before them), taking tribute in the form of cattle, rents and military service from the
Gaelic lords within their land®rpen 2005, iii, 392)This is probably the best way
toseehe OO Kalalnedy ot her | ocal septsd relatic
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries and explains their continued presence in the area
even at the height of Angldorman power in Connacht. This hypothesis, therefore,
suggestsittle Anglo-Norman settlement in the study area, if any, and Umall in
general, with perhaps theaput at Burrishoole being their only base. The
archaeological evidence from the study area supports this MevAnglo-Norman

masonry castles, mottes, nmgrks or moated sites occur in the ar€hae only castle
recognised in the Achill area is the tower house at Kildavnet (MAXE®1). This is

clearly late medieval in date and is later than the AiNglanan periodHowever, it

is becoming increasingly cledndt at leassomecashels were occupied, if neten

built, during the latter periodown toc. 1600AD, if not a bit laterand were not just

an early medieval phenomen¢®' Conor1998, 9093; 2005, 21819; FitAatrick

2009, 271306). In this respect, aatethirteenthcentury Edwardian coin was found

in 2006 beside theashel at Caraun Point in Dugort East townland on Achill Island

hinting that this site was at least occupied at this.tifwethermore, evidence also
suggests that margrannog continued to be occupied, possibly even built, down to

c. 1600AD, if not a bit later in some placéBrady and O' Conor 2005, 136; O

Sullivan 2008, 2256; O' Conor 1998, #308). This might suggest that the reason

why there are so few classic sitafsgenerallater medieval date in th&udyarea is
because¢here was no real AngiNorman settlement on the ground and that the local

Irish continued to occupsgt least some cashels and tranndgduring this period.

On analogy with elsewhere, what Angimrman presence there was in the study

11



area was probably abandoned during the course of the later fourteenth century,

|l eaving the O6Malleys in | ocal control a
disappearance of the Mayo Butlers from the studgp am®und the middle of the
fourteenth centuryCurtis 193133, 122)

However, the situation appears to be even more complex than this. In 1583 the
famous Grace OO0Malley visited the court

|l east some of the OOMalleys |living on A
Ormond, theheirs of the thirteentbentury Mayo ButlergChambers 1979, 130)n

1585AD, it is stated that the earl of Ormond held a full forty quarters of land in

Mayo, including land in the study area, of the Cro({@ompossicion Booke of
Conought, 93109) Again, in the 1590s Thomas Butler (the famous Black Tom),

twel fth ear/| of Ormond, is recorded as b
and f our g u airalmest 2000ch&ctarascoh laindvhiéh he held of the

Crown (Strafford's Inquisition oCounty Mayo; Curtis 19383, 12128; Mc Donald

2006, 10) This suggests that despite all the vicissitudes of the ANgionan colony

in the fourteenth century, the Butlers in the late sixteestttury still had claim to

lands in Burrishoole and the studyrea. One explanation for this is that the
O6Mal l eys and ot her I r i s-Normam descebtaie the ci s e
barony of Burrishoole paid some sort of yearly tribute to the Ormond Butlers
throughout the late medieval period to maintain the stgtio, despite the fact they

were in defacto control of the area.

The Butlers perhaps accepted the situation as the best possible compromise, because

it would be difficult to assert their claims to lands in Mayo from their base in modern
Kilkenny and Tpperary, and probably because the Achill territory was considered
outside the jurisdiction of the English couffidc Nally 1973, 22) Such a settlement

may have Dbeen made between the OO0OMall eys
with the Butlers in the &rishoole area. As the Crown and central government
became more powerful in the late sixteenth century, the earl of Ormond, with his
connections to the court, perhaps felt in a better position to assert his claims and

control over these lands in Mayo.

We get a glimpse of thstudy area at the end of the late medieval period in John

12



Browneds 158 4(Fignd)plt depicts MAhily as a large, mountainous
island and suggests that Kildavngil( Castle), with its tower house, was the most
prominent stlement in thestudyarea Slemore Hillis also depicted, while @G@aun

is depicted ad.iteragh. Croaghaun Mountain and Minaun are misrepresented. The
entire area is represented as The Barony of the Owles. This is the earliest map
depicting thestudyarea. The map was drawn by John Browne at the request of Sir
Richard Bingham, governor of Connacht, and sent to Sir Francis Walsingham, Queen
Elizabethdéds Secretary of St at e, i n June
states that much of Mayo, includinigetstudyarea, was unsuitable for any form of
tilage due to the predominance of mountain, bog and forest in the county. It is stated
that the Irish of Mayo |ive o(Blaké1908 mi | k
14558). This indication that pastoralism, particularly the rearing of cattle, was the
predominant economic activity in tiséudyarea throughout the later medieval period

is underlined by the much e reference to a raid in 1235AMhat mentions
hundreds, if nbthousands, of cattle Umall and Achill at this datéThe Annals of
Connacht 51, 70)indeed, all the evidence from Gaefiominated (and Gaelicised)
Ireland throughout the later medieval period is that small, black cattle, akin to the
modern Kerry bre#, and their various products, including milk, cheese, wheys,
curds, hides and oatmeal mixed with their blood, were the mainstay of the economy
in these regions. Cattle hides were in fact the main agricultural export from these
regions throughout the pedand their sale contributed greatly to the wealth of later
medieval Gaelic and Gaelicised lordshipicholls 1987, 413; Lucas 1989, 223)
Basically it can be presumed that there were thousands of cattle at any one time in
the studyarea throughout the wke later medieval period and that this was partly a

product of the local physical environment of mountain and bog.

The Civil Parish of Achil/l i's also depic
and depicts the study area in four separate parts (FigAK) Island undoubtedly

refers to the larger island. The island appears to be divided into two at this stage,

with the area of Upper Achill separated from the northern part or Lower AChitl.

Akill (i.e. Achill Head) andAkill begare listed togethdp the west of the map, close

to Achillbeg Island. Corraun is referred toEeron of Akill
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The Ormonds certainly remain in a dominant position in the study areahand
Barony of Burrishoole in the seventeenth
Mayo | ands was confirmed by James | i n 1
land and tenements oAchille containing four quarters of land, as they are
perambulatd in circuit on each side of the seashore; which premises lie in the
barony of Bowresowle,(i.e. Burrishoole) and in the country commonly called
Owlaghtraghe(Umall/Owles) (Curtis 1932, 51)Again, James Butler, the twelfth

earl of Ormond and the’Duke of Ormond, leased large parts of the barony at some

stage in the period 1638l to one Henry Martin foninety-eight years for a fee of

£5,000.
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Speed'sTheatre of the Empire of Great Britainehich was first publishedin 1616 (Speed 1616)

This included much land in the study area, such as the townlands of Slievemore,
Quinn, Carrowgarve and Dookinelly, along with Achillbeg Islaftraffard's
Inquisition of County Mayo; Curtis 19333, 12728; Mc Nally 1973, 24)In 1688
Henry Martin (or perhaps a son of the same name) sold on this lease to John
Pollexfen and Sir Richard Lovel Edgeworth for £5,000 and it is stated that this land
60i s dte pelongeto the said Duke of Ormond or any of his ancestors in the
county ¢Mc NAhaBEH24) In 1690, Pollexfen and Sir John Edgeworth
stated that Ormond had in 1688 sold the manor of Burrishoole to Métirtis
193133, 128; Mc Nally 197324). Included in this sale were Akill, Kildoanaght,
Slewmore, Morenecronane, Inishcroy, Quym, Dowkmally, Litteraghas
Moreveagh or Carrowgarrow, Dowagh, Ballycrohy, Claggin and numerous other
places in the barony of Burrishoole . This is all quite aeimg but it shows that the
Butler interest remained in the study area in particular and Burrishoole in general
throughout the seventeenth century. In 1719, Thomas Medlydottief
Commissioner of Revenue in Irelaraquired the Burrishoole estate @f70,000
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acres from Charles Butler, Earl of Arran and brother of the Duke of Orrfiddnd
Dermott 1994, 38)
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Fig.6iBal débs map of Achi | |(BaldA83640,kG3G1e g and Corr a

Parts of these lands, including some townlamd<Corraun, were then sold by
Medlycott to John Browne, the first'Zearl of Altamont. The Burrishoole Estate,

including most of the study area, remained in Medlycott handsaiidfl76, when it

was sold by Thomas John IMeaklsyetating totheé o Si r
Medl ycot t s Isanechoused D packingdases (PC) in the National Library

of Ireland, pending their incorporation into the library system. They can be accessed
upon request using the following refereffP€263.2. National Litary of Ireland)

Bal dés map of Achil |l compiled between 1
late 1830s, lists many of the permanent settlements that existed on Achill Island,
Achillbeg Island and Corraun during the early nineteenth century §Fighis map

depicts two roads traversing the interior of the island. The first road extends from

Achill Sound to Keel and onwards towards Keem Bay at the westernmost extremity

of the island. A second parallel road branched off from this first road at Gaghel

centre of the island, to the south west, crossing over Cashel Hill and Maumnaman,
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before terminating at the old villages Béile ThiosandBaile Thuasn the townland

of Dookinelly Thulis, under the shadow of the Minauiff€lat Keel(Bald 183640).

It is not certain exactly when these roads were constructed but they could be of
considerable antiquity. During the course of the fieldwork for this research, a
veritable network of minor, grasovered trackwvays, now only used by tudutters

to acces their bogs and never marked on any maps, connected settlements across the
length and breadth of Achill and Corraun. Many of these run parallel with streams
and in some cases double as townland boundaries, which suggests that these track
ways may be of ansiderable antiquity. Although this needs to be researched more,
the overall impression from all this is that the study area wasanssed by tracks,

along which livestock and people could travel, throughout the medieval and post
medieval periods, ifiot long before. This suggests that the road network in the study
area during the early nineteenth century and before was more complex than the
situation depicted on Baldés map. Of <cou
connected by boat since easi times(Martineau 1852, -14). The overall
impression from this quick review is that settlements within the study area were not
as isolated in the past as their immediate surroundings of bog, mountain and sea

suggest to the modern eye.

The study aredike other parts of the West of Ireland, was to suffer greatly during
the Great Famine of 184%). The BurrishooleEstate, then owned by the

O 6 brls, including most of Achill, Achillbeg and Corraun, was sold to the
Encumbered Estates Court in 1853 daese it was bankrupt due to a fall in rental
income, the rise of in the level of poor rates and the closure of credit facilities during
and in the aftermath of the Famine, like so many other estates at thigLame
1991; Dooley 2003) Two-thirds of Achill Island was then acquired by the
proselytising, Anglican Achill Mission Estate and their associates William Pike,
Thomas Brassy and Samuel Holihc Nally 1973, 27; Mc Donald 2006, 214).

It might be added that thederotestant evangelists led by Edward Nangle were
already in Achill before the Famine, having set up a missionary settlement at Dugort
on Achill Island in 1834(Royle 2003) The Catholic Church also acquired the
townland of Bunnacurry on Achill Island irh¢ early 1850s, while the earl of
Altamont retained the townlands of Dooniver on Achill Island and Cuillaloughaun
on the Corraun Peninsula. However, William McCormack of the Irish Beetroot and
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Sugar Manufacturing Company boiluEstate, mos't
including Corraun from the Encumbered Estates C@iahe 19723, 4474; Mc
Donald 2006, 2147).

A major event in the history of the study area washihi&ling of a bridge at Achill

Saund in 18871888 (PI1). This bridge, which is known ashe Michael Dauvitt
Bridge, was ranodelled in the 1940s and again in 20ddnnected the island to the
mainlandand Corraurfor the first time(Mc Nally 1973, 1181). A railway line
connecting Achill Sound to Westport was constructed a few years latE89h

(ibid.). The coming of the railway greatly facilitated the movement of seasonal
migratory workersrom Achill, Achillbegand Corraurio England and Scotlarehd

this work became an important source of summer work for many males from the
study area don to the 1960s (ibid.). Speciabinsk nown as Ohar,vester
carried labourers outf the studyarea to ports on the eastern seaboard (ibith).
particular, workers from the study area went to Scotland for the potato harvest,
wher e Ateho k & e $dato(diggers) were well knowAlternatively, the

railway brought visitors to Achill Island in particular, such as the painter Paul Henry,
and tourism as a source of revenue increasingly became an option for families in the
studyarea,patticularly in Lower Achill (Mc Nally 1973, 11&1). This railway line

was closed down from Achill Sound to Newport in the late 1930s due to the
improved state of the main road between these two places and the subsequent
increase in motor traffic and bes{Mc Nally 1973, 2228).

The people of thestudy area were also to benefit from the Land Acts of the late
nineteenthand very earlytwentiethcenturies. In the earlgventiethcentury all the

lands in thestudy area, such as the Achill Mission Estatel asther estates, were
purchased by the Irish Land Commission and were granted out for a small fee to
their former tenants, who now became owwoecupiers of their farm@vic Donald

2006, 21417).
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PI. 17 Bridge at Achill Sound, sometime around the 180s(Lawrence Collection 5085)

Today thereare seventeen villages in the Civirish of Achill, with Achill Island

and Corraun having a population af four thousand personsUpper Achill and
Corraun are rish-speaking and are part of the Gaeltacht area of County Mayo.
Achillbeg Island has been ummabited since the early 1960s, although local
shepherds still send sheep over to graze their during the summer riidatNslly

1973, 178) There are seven Rom&Catholic churches and one Chuafreland
church in thestudyarea and &econdary ana Vocationalschool, bothlocatedat

Achill Sound. Employment is largely seasonal and is associated with the tourist
industry. Fishing and farming have decreasedeicent times, only sheep farming
retaining a foothold as a result of subsidies from Eu(bdjeDonald 2006, 23)

1.57 The Methods andMethodology Used in the Thesis

It will be made clear throughout this thesis that the overwhelming @imoiu
evidencefor transhumanckboleying in thestudy area comes from theighteenth
nineteenth and early twentiettenturies(see 4.1 8.2) The evidence also suggests
that the people who carried out this economic activity were relatively ordinary

people, Irishkspeakng for the mospart, who have leftittle in the way of written
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sources. In this respect, the discipline of archaeology is ideally placed to understand
the lives of ordinary people in the past. Surviving historical documents of all dates
tend to concentta on the elite within society, often telling us little about the
everyday life of the vast majority of people who worked the land and belonged to the
lower echelons of society. Conversely, the actual excavation and survey of peasant
settlements of all das can yield a lot of information about these people. Such things
as their material culture, their economy and how they saw the world can be
somewhat better understood using archaeological methaafs enquiry. In all,
archaeologists, through the discipliokearchaeologycan throw light on the lives of
lower-status people in the pastgi vi ng a Ovoi c@rsdr@004 he v
Moreland 2010, 281)This has also been put very succinctly by Jabestz who
saysthat historical documents relatginlyto6 d evi ant we al(tehhg whi t e
often powerhungry elitein society)and little else while archaeology can uncover

the way ordinary people lived and thought in the past, by examining the physical
remains of these peop(®eetz 1991, %). Many sclolars such as Marc Blocsee
archaeolgy as t he 0 han(@loch 1993% 854) fthe thésis being y 6
that the written word offersnore direct access to the past, than the physical remains
of it. It seems that archaeologists have also been unafame at least cautious
about, the strengths of their own discipline. For exampke perceived limitations

of archaeology in analysing past cultures was first discussed by Christopher Hawkes
in his ladder of inference in 195#e saw archaeologgs beng restricted to the
interpretation of economics and technology and while he admitted it could make
some inference on past political matters, he considered it totally impotent in making
inference about religion or the thought processes of rtdawkes 1954161-62).

Apart from Deetz and Orsehi$ view hasalsobeen disputed byohnMoreland who

sees archaeology as the only chronicle of knowledge for the vast bulk of human
history, even recent poshedieval timesand believes that the discipline can offer
some insight into the deeper feelings of people, other than just making prosaic
statements about the economy and technological stage of development of the culture
or people under studyMoreland 2001, 25; 2010, 298B00) Furthermore,
archaeologists havalso shown that archaeological methods of enquiry can tell us
much about people and life in the twentieth century, even in recent d€Bambd

et.al. 2001, 318; O' Keeffe 2009, 65)However, it must be acknowledged that
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archaeological evidence, jusiké documentary evidence, is still subject to

misinterpretation and bias.

The way people experienced the landscape in the past is of critical importance to our
understanding of it in the present. The many landscape transformations undergone
over the millenia make this a daunting task. While there is no doubt that
archaeology can throw much light on this aspect of the past, the more esoteric
motivations of peoplenay be more problematicéd understandThe difficulty lies

in interpretation. For example, stone handxe may have had numerous attributes
from utilitarian to symbolic in the past but these are unknown to the archaeologist
excavating this artefact in the present. The only insight into its probable role in a past
society lies in the context iwhich it is found. Posprocessuabpproacheseek
understanding rather than explanation andow seen as the most likely method to
solve this problem, with its emphasis on social influence, gender and politics
(Giddens 1979; Johnson 2007; Horning aralnfer 2009) Material culture is
therefore seen as the product of meaningful action in social and historical contexts
However,Hoddertakes this theory one step further, saying material culture needs to
be seen as something more than a reflection of itgerdr adaptive response
(Hodder 1986, 119Meaning is not seen as inherent in any particular obj#ut is
derived from a relationship with other objects. In other words, context is the key, and

is referred to by Hodder as contextual archaeo(dgg.).

The postl700 period across Europadtraditionally been seen dbe preserve of
historians and historical ggmaphers not archaeologistArchaeologists in Ireland

in the past, perhaps as a result of a high acadenicut from historians and
historical geographers, somehow felt that there was no need to excavate or survey
sites that postlated 1700, as it was felt that the historical sources provided all the
necessary information about the people that created them. For example, the various
invertories of monuments in different counties produced by the Archaeological
Survey of Ireland since the 1980s have usually not included monuments of post 1700
date within then{e.g. Brindley 1986; Buckley 1986; Buckley and Sweetman 1991)

In many ways, againt could be said that archaeologists in Ireland, like elsewhere,
were not aware of the strengths of their own disciplih@wvever, in 1999 the Irish

PostMedieval Archaeology Group was founded, partly to show that archaeological
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methods of inquiry can sstantially increase and, indeed, alter our knolgéeabout
society in eighteentfi and nineteenthcentury Ireland The work of thisgroup
culminated in a 2001 conference in Belfagtpostmedieval archaeology in Ireland
and a book based on the papersepented at itentitled The PostMedieval
Archaeology of Ireland 1550850 was published in 2007 and was edited by
Horning, © Baoill, Donnelly and LogueMany ofthe essays published in this book
put the achaeological study of the pestedieval period, iduding the post 1700 era,
onto a firmer foahg i emphasimg the fact that the discipline can and shouky@m
major role in understanding later peripdsen up to the midineteenth centurgMc
Neill 2007, #14; Brannon 2007, 132; Simpson 2007, 720; Walsh 2007, 15Y4;

O' Conor 2007, 18204; Breen 2007, 2081; Lyttleton and O' Sullivan 2007, 221
234)

One major point being made in the above paragraphs is that the discipline of
archaeology, with its emphasis on the study of the past in congexplay a major

part inunderstanding the recent, pdstO0 past, including being able to throw light

on the practie of transhumandasdoleying in thestudyarea. The second major point
being made is that archaeological methods of enquiry have the ability to produce
meaningful evidence about how ordingrgoplelived and thought in the past the

way historical sourceswith their bias towards the elite irogety, often do not.
However, these points seem to suggest that only archaeological methods of enquiry
will be used to understand transhumaboeleying in thestudy area. This is not
actually the casé theabovediscussion merely lists the strengthsaofhaeology as a
discipline. For example, Lewis Binford in the early 1980s also suggested that along
with datafrom archaeological excavation, artefactds®s and survey, evidence from
ethnography, experimental archaeology and historical documents ceuldsdal
together to better understand aspects of the (Bastord 1983, 2526). Binford is

really arguing for a crosgisciplinary approach to studying the past. Recently,
scholars i n an | ri s k2008, @38Jarexmore pastiautatly, a s
Finan(2010, 11) have stressed the value of a crdseiplinary approach to studying

the later medieval past, using evidence from such things as archaeology, architectural
analysis, the historical sources, literature, folklore, plzme evidence and
antiquarian sources to understand it. The same could be said of thegubeval
period. Such a crosdisciplinary approach is taken throughout this thesis but it must
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be stated that the main source of information in it comes from archaeological

methods of equiry.

1.67 Sources and Methods Used in the Thesis

1.6.17 Fieldwork

Fieldwork can be defined as the examination of the algowend remains of sites
without recourse to excavatidreene 1983, 53). This wa the main method of
archaeological engjry used in thighesis. Adetailed field survey of theisextant
transhumance settlements, faur Achill Island and two on th€orraun Peninsula,
in the studyarea, together with associated structures and remaéitezyo beds at
selected sites, was rceed out. The survey methodologpvolved the accurate
recording of houses and associated structures &adm booley settlement in the
studyarea using a tape measure and compasss Wascombined with a detailed
written description and photographic record of each house/hut in the various
settlementsThe tape survey includeskternal and internal wall lengths and heights,

along with measuring internal features and layout.

A Tape Surveyan EDM and/or GPSsurvey of all extant booley settlements and
house in Achill Civil Parish wasundertalen, together with surveys of thregtant,
deserted, associated permanentleseents. The EDM surveysecorded several
hundred points around the do#s of each building, enabling a detailed plan of each
structure to be@nerated. Each building wescorded in relation to the National Grid
allowing an overall plan of the settlement to be gendrdte addition, the survey
recorced any additional archeological features in the area in and around the
settlementsuch as field walls, enclosures, lazy bed cultivatidiges and animal

pens/pounds.

All this survey information anthese site descriptions areluded inAppendix One

that accompanies this thesis.
1.6.27 Excavation

Excavation, whilegenerally expensive and timeonsuming, has the ability to

provide dating evidence of the site under investigation and also helps give some
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indication of the material culture of people avlived there. he firstsite selected for
excavation was a&onjoinedhut located in the booley village at Annagh on Achill
Island (Appendix One: A1A2). This settlement has a good range of architectural
forms within it, which maybut not necessarilguggst multtperiod usage, so could
give some indication of the longevity of the system of transhumance in Achill Civil
Parish. The othesite chosen for excavation wasiause(Appendix Two: No. K3)
within the settlement at Keem on Achill Islaritiat appear to have originally been a
permanent settlement that wteen reused from the mishineteenthcentury as a
booley settlement This building at Keem was selected for investigationtrees
village appear s o0 n -17Bradp dfo Mayo(Fi§. 69 with the house K3
identified on a plan of the settlement at Keem, compiled by the English
archaeologist, Stuart Piggott, in 198%ggott 1954, 23)

The aim of the excavatiorcarried out as part of this thesissua retrieve as much
information as pssible about contemporaity between permanent and booley
settlements, prevailing living conditions, architectural forms, dating evidenc® and
give somensight into an economic and social system that included transhumance as

a major componerguringpaticular periods of time.

1.6.31 Historical Sources

Edited and unedited historical sources are a valuable tool for archaeologists
researching medieval and post medieval sites and landsdqureg 1987, 29). For
example, references in these sources peovide information about the date,
development and inhabitants of a monument, site or landscape. They can also throw
some light on how a site, such as a castle or abbey, or a landscape would have looked
like when inhabitedO' Conor 1998, 285). Historical sources can also provide
information about the society and economy of any given study area and how these
developed through time. In all, edited and unedited historical sources, if used with
caution and common sense, can help archaeologists better tanderghe
archaeological data generated by their rese@@elry 1987, 3; O' Conor 1998, 28

33).

One late sixteentbentury edited source associated with the English administration
in Ireland was consulted for this thesis. This was @wmpossicion Bookef
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Conought edited and transcribed by A. M. Freeman in Dublin in 19B6is source
details landholding throughout the province of Connacht in 1585. It gives much
information about land ownership and settlement, including castles, churches and
villages, hroughout the province at this time. In particular, it gives much information
about land ownership and settlement in the barony of Burrishoole and the study area
in 1585 (Compossicion Booke of Conoughfinother governmergenerated source
consulted was # twentythree volumes of th€alendar of State Papers, Ireland
edited by various editors between the 1860s and 1912. These volumes comprise a
collection of correspondence between English administrators in sixteenth and
seventeentitentury Ireland and theoyal government and court in London. They
contain many references to settlements, Jaoldings and to the economy
throughout Ireland at this tim@arry 1987, 4) Various surveys were commissioned

by the English administration throughout the seventeegnitury to aid taxation and,

in particular, the confiscation of Irish Catholic land and itgynanting to loyal
subjects, which included Irish Protestants but were mostly English and Lowland
Scots settlers. One source for the study ardenesStrafford Inquisition of County

Mayo whi ch was edited by W. O6Sullivan anr
enquiry into the ownership of land in Co. Mayo in 1635AD. It lists the landowners
throughout the county, including Achill (Ackill) in the latter year astdtes the
townland and barony that they resided in. Much secanomic and landholding
information can also be gleaned frarhe Books of Survey and Distributjomhich

were compiled between the 1650s and the 1680s. They record the shift in the
ownership of land after the Cromwellian Conquest. Catholic landowners, both Irish
and Old English (i.e. the descendants of the Aipomans) forfeited most of their

land during this period. This source was edited and published in various volumes by
R.C. Simington. The Mayo volume (volume 2 of the series) was published by
Simington in 1956. The historian Edmund Curtis has also discussed original
seventeenth century documemédating to the study area in two separate articles,

which really should be regarded as edited soyiCasgis 1932)

Various eighteenth and nineteemténtury sources, many of which are unedited,
provide useful information about latieblding and socieconomic practices in the

study area. These include the Rent Rolls of the Medlydtdtignal Library of
Ireland,(MS 2516; MS 5736; MS 5821; MS 574&itamont(MS 5788)O6 Donn e | |
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(MS 57405741)and Achill Mission EstatéMS 410) These list tenants andntals
for townlands in the study area from the late seventeenth century onwards, including
descriptions of grazing land potentials. Thiéhe Applotment Books of 1884ts all
property holders in each parish throughout the country, including the stemlyasd
gives the amount of tax levied for the upkeep of the Established Church (i.e. the
Church of Ireland), although the data for some parishes is incomplete. This source

was edited by R.C. Simington and was published in 1941.

Ri char d Gr iyfValuation ©folreldhd wasgbtished at various times
between 1847 and 186#is Valuation of the Civil Parishes of County Mayo was
published in 1855. It lists every property holder in each townland throughout the
county, the person from whom the propentsts leased and the size of the holding
(Griffith 1855). The 001 and 1911 Census of Irelamdthe Mayo sections name
every individual in each house in the study area, giving their age, occupation,
religion, marital status, their relationship to the headousehold, their ability to

read and write and whether they spoke Irish or not. This material is housed in the
National Archives in Bishop Street, Dublin and can now be accesséitheon

(http://www .census.nationalarchives)e/The 1901 and 1911 census gives a very

good insight into the Civil Parish of Achill at the beginning of the twentieth century.

1.6.47 Aerial Photography

Views from the air give a dramatically new perspective to what caedre from the
ground. A number of pilots in World War 1 used aerial photography to plot enemy
activity but some began to realise that it could be usethteypret natural and
artificial features, including archaeological ones, on the grd&bhdJoseph 977).

The growth in the use of aerial photography since 1918 as a method of analysis has
been a feature of the discipline of archaeology. Today it is almost inconceivable that
any major archaeological project involving an analysis of sites and landseaples
proceed without using aerial photograpl$wvan 1983; Riley 1987)An airborne
camera is a remarkably versatile instrument, capable of precisely recording not only
visible aboveground sites but also buried sitéSt. Joseph 1977, 135Kites
recognised on aerial photographs are usually classified into shadow sites, crop marks
and soil markgSwan 1983)The use of shadows is most beneficial for adding detalil

to known sites as very slight undulations in the ground can cast shadows in lo
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sunlight. Hitherto unrecognised features at these sites, such as very low banks, can
become apparent in these circumstances. Furthermore, other sites can be completely
destroyed but their buried ditches and walls can appear from the air as crop marks or,
if in plough, soil marks. Aerial photography has found many new archaeological
sites over the years and this ability to record hitherto unknown sites and to throw
more light on known sites are its main functions in archaeology t(®tayloseph

1977) Aerial photographs also have the ability to display sites in a wider, landscape
context and this particular point is of relevance to this thesis. Any given aerial
photograph or set of photographs can effectively portray the geographical features
whichmayhae det er mined the original buil der s
factors influencing the choice of location for a site may include such things as
accessibility to water or rovtays and its economic or defensive potential (PI. 2).

Pl. 27 Aerial photograph of the West Village at Slevemore (© Gerry Bracken).

The main source of aerial photographic material used in this study comes from
photographs in the possession of the Cambridge Committee for Aerial Photography
and thoseowned by the Ordnance Survey of Ireland. The distinguishing feature of
the Cambridge Collection is that these photographs were taken throughout Ireland by
Professor J. K. St Joseph in the 1960s on flights (or sorties, as they are called) that
were speciftally carried out for archaeological purposes. These photographs of sites
were taken at an oblique angle at the times of the year when there was low sunlight.
These photographs revealed a massive amount of new archaeological material but
only the western gt of the study area was covered by St JogBphy 1987, 11; St.
Joseph 1977)0bviously ground photography was also used to record sites discussed

in this thesis.
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1.6.51 Folklore

Folklore can really be defined as the traditional beliefs, st@nes customs of a
community passed on by word of mouth. The Irish Folklore Commission
(Commisitin Béaloidas Eireapnvas founded in 1935 to collect and preserve oral
traditions in both Irish and English all over Ireland and to make this material
available toscholars and the general public. Collectors of folklore were employed
throughout Ireland to carry out this task and to bring together this data in one place.
Questionnaires on local folklore were also sent out to National Schools throughout
the country. Amassive amount of data was collected by the Commission using these
methods. In 1971 the Commission, its staff and its holdings were transferred to
University College Dublin and became the Department of Irish Folklore, which is
still functioning. The largdoody of folklore in this department, which includes data
relating to the study area, is mostly in manuscript, audio, video and photographic
form (Ui Ogain 2003) Much of the material in this collection that relates to the
Civil Parish of Achill has beemanalysed by the present writer and publiskied
Donald 1997; Kilbane 2002)This data will be incorporated into Chapter 4 of this
thesis (see 4.2). It must also be added that the present writer has continued in recent
years to collect folklore materialdm older members of the community in the study
area, most notably from my late uncle, John Moran, a distant cousin Anthony
Kilbane and John McNamara, all of whom had memories of transhumance in Achill.
Much of this folklore data is of use for understanding social and cultural aspects

of booleying, as it was practised on Achill, Achillbeg and Corraun.

1.6.67 Placenames

Most placenames in Ireland, although the majority of which were anglicised and
standardised in the nineteenth century by men emglbyehe Ordnance Survey of
Ireland, derive from the Irish language and the vast majority seem to be of general
late medieval date. Most plaoames, whether in Irish or any other language, are
descriptive, as they describe natural features (i.e. SliewemdBliabh Mori the

Great or Big Mountain), the economic activity that took place at these locations or
may contain a memory of the people who once lived and owned these (faces
Murdile 1985) The largest category of placames in Ireland is that of our 63,000
townlands. Other categories of plaz@mes include those of the 2,400 civil parishes
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and 324 baronies in the count(® Murdile 2001, 24@i1). It must also be
remembered, however, that any given townland in Ireland, especially in Irish
speaking or partly Irislspeaking areas (like the study area), there are scores of local
names for fields and areas within it. These are known to {place scholars as
microtoponymsnd these are in dger of being lost as the older generation dies out
(ibid.). A major work on the place names of Achill Civil Parish was compiled by
Professor Gerry StockmaiStockman 1974)but contains few references to
booleying Placenames within the CiviParish of Ahill will be analysed as part of
this thesis to see if they will throw any light on the practice of booleying in the study

area.

There are a number of planeame sources for the Civil Parish of Achill. A
comprehensive list of plageames in the study aehas been compiled by a local
development society that was supervised by Dr. Fiachra MacGabhann, who told the
present writer that most references in the study area are no older. 4G years.
This has been published astof®00@l&eaenasd i ncl
recognised in the study area under the titlgainmeachta Acla Four new booley
placenamefave beeraddedby the present writefior the Civil Parish of Achil(see

Fig. 26)1 Bunowna(Boley) Village, Lug an Bhaile Buaileat Annagh(the point of

the booley village)Buaile Raghnaill Ra g na |l | atDirkkand®@dleycjohan

(the stony booleypn the Corraun PeninsulaAn unpublished list of Iristanguage
placenames from the Corraun Peninsula have been given to the author byh@&rid a
Josie Heaney, retired secondary school teachers and live in Belfarsad, Corraun. The
late Thomas Toolis of Crumpaun, Keel, provided in conversation a number of place

names to the present writer relating to various areas of Slievemore Mountain.

1.6.71 Antiquarian Sources, Travellégygccounts and Pictorial Sources.

A whole variety of antiquarians and travellers visited shady area or adjoining

districts of Mayo throughout the course of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries

and commented on boolegrand agricultural practices in general. These include

Ri chard Pocockeods T qRocockei 1891)dnd ¢he &mglish i n 1
agricultural theast and traveller Arthur Young in 178Mutton 1970, 6&9) and

William Wilde in the 1830¢Wilde 1849,77475). These will be discussed in greater

detail in Chapter 4. Suffice to say here that a lot of information can be gleaned from
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these sources about the social, cultural and economic practices of booleying.
Nevertheless, it must be remembered that thes®srs were invariably different in
terms of class, language and religion to the people oftindy area and we must
always be aware that biases and misunderstandings could creep into their accounts.

A more reliable source is that produced by the sthahd Irish speaker John
O6Donovan who visited Achil!/ and the stu
the Ordnance Survey of Ireland. His observations on booleying in the study area are
in the Ordnance Surveyetters Mayoedited by Michael Herityand published in

2009 (Ordnance Survey Letters Mayo, 128). Members of the Wynne family of
Hazelwood House in Sligo compiled a series of watercolour paintings arahgen

ink sketches, twaf which feature two villages in Achill in the early nineteenth
century. One of these appears to be Dooagh and one may be of the booley village of
Bunowna (PIl. 19Cat. Na B1i B18), north of Keem Bay. The originals cannot be
located but were recently published in Sligo by Stella Dufa@d80) William Evans

of Eton poduced a sketch of a house at Keienthe early nineteenttentury as well

(Pl. 26; Hodge 2011)The famais landscape paint&aul Henry(18701968) also
produced paintings of Achill landscapes and housing between 191®aa(Henry

1951, 245) A late nheteentkcentury painting of a supposedctual Achill booley

hut by FrancisSylvester Walker is now housed in the National Librafyreland l.

16; National Library of Ireland §2911).

1.77 Conclusions

A definition of transhumance for the purposes of this thesis was outlined in this
chapter (see 1.1). The aims of the thesis were also outlined and the study area was
introduced in geographical and historical terms (see 1.2). The various methods and
sourcesused throughout the thesis were also discussed in some detail in this chapter
(see 1.6). It was stated that a crdsiplinary approach is to be taken throughout

the thesis, as this is clearly the best way to gain a proper understanding of the
phenomeno of transhumance in the Civil Parish of Achill through time (see 1.5).

Chapter 2 will examine previous academic work on transhumance and transhumance

settlements across Europe and Britain. Chapter 3 outlines the academic work carried
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out to date on boelking in Ireland. Chapter 4 reviews the historical, folklore, place
name and pictorial evidence for booleying in the study area. Chapter 5 examines the
siting and morphology of booley settlements across Achill, Achillbeg and Corraun.
Chapter 6 outlines theesults of the excavations of two booley huts (Appendix One:
No. Al-2) at Annagh and what appears to have been a permanent house at Keem
(Appendix Two: No. K3). Chapter 7 examines the architecture of puipgke
booley houses in the study area and camep#hem to houses located at permanent
settlements that appear to be contemporary. Chapter 8 is the discussion chapter while

Chapter 9 offers suggestions for future work.

There are three Appendices at the enchis thesis. The first sectiohppendix (he

i describes the houses in the six purpogiét booley settlements in th&udy area.

The next sectiomAppendix Two i describes the houses in the three permanent
settlements that became booley settlements at a later Elagtlly, the last section
Appendx Threeiis a report on the artefacts recovered from the excavations at
Annagh and Keem.

All radiocarbon dates within the text are quoted at Gigia.
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Chapter 27 Transhumance in Europe and Britain

2.071 Introduction

This chapter is concerned with the origin and demise, description and analysis of the
practice of transhumance in Europe and Britain and its ultimate aim is to put the
evidence for booleying in Achill, Achillbeg and Corraun into somernational
context. Transhumance is often confused with nomadism and nomadic pastoralism
but all three systems are distinguished by different cultural and social($eatd.1;
Jones 2005, 353%9).

Transhumance movements are seasonal, generally altitudinal and operata fro
permanent village base where at least some arable cultivation is carried out. People,
sometimes the ole family or certain members the family accompanied by their
livestock, moved to the uplands in late April or early May where they stayed until
September or October, returning to the permanent settlement for wintexadpd
spring (Jones 2005, 3539). Alternatively, nomads and nomadic pastoralists are
constantly on te move, do little cultivationalthough staying at some sites for long
periods of time(Evans 1940, 172)They herd theirlivestock at various grazing
grounds, following an irregular pattern of movement, living in canipats or
temporary shelters established in the same place or eaela year, or semi
permanent shelters may be built in at least one place on the migration route
However, they do not have permanent hofsss/ce 195%6). Nomadic pastoralism

is still practiced, for example, by some of thea8ain northern Scandinaviana
indigenous people who form an ethnic minority in Norway, Sweden and Finland
(Cribb 1991; Paine 1994)

Nomadism, therefore, involvegoups of people (a whole family of herders) with no
fixed homes, moving according to the seasons from place to plaeairch of food,
water, and grazing land and living in temporary shelters all year r@ameés 2005,
357-59). This would all suggeghatthe main difference between transhumance and
other pastoral practices, such as nomadism, is a permanent village/hasearable

agriculture plays a large part in the economy.
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The origin of transhumance in Europe is still a matter of debate. Some see
transhumance originating in the Mesolithic/Neolithic where hunter/gatherers may
have incorporated domesticated shaafd goats into yearly grazing strategies. The
problem with this is twofold. Firstly, it is difficult to distinguish between wild and
domesticated sheep and goats. Secondly, hgategrerdrave no permnent homes
fixed in one placand, therefore, are nogally transhumant§Geddes 1983, 52). It

has been suggested in a general way til@ transhumance may have its origins
across different parts of Europe in the mixed farming economy of the Early Neolithic
Peiod, even as early as around0® BC, althagh this view has its criticgbid.). A

third theory envisages a Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age origin for transhumance,
brought about by the development of complex societies, which led to an increase in
both population and livestock numbéksalstead 181, 30912; Cleary 1987, 40}t

has been argued that the earliest calibratebcarbon date for what appedosbe
transhumance Temperate Europeomes fronthe Central Balkans.3300 BC.This

is based on zearchaeological techniques involving examination tbé tooth
remains of three domestic animalsows, sheep/goat and pigs, the period of the year
when culling occurred anthe location of the culling which was in a transitional
zone between lowland andlapd. The periodc. 3300 BC coincided witla shift of
emphasis fromprimary products e.g. meat, hides and bonehtd of secondary
products based on mijlkvool and hides. To produce and protect winter fodder,
animals were movetb the uplandsn summerand returned to the lowlands at the
onset of winter(Arnold and Greenfield 2006, 98B). However, Halstead has also
suggested thathe beginnings of transhumance across Eurom@gy only have
occurred in the Late Bronze Age, as this is when extensive farming and the
concomitant clearance of forests for upland pastures occ{iiedstead 1981, 310)

This all shows that there is a debate about the origins of and exact time when
transhumance started as an economic praci®ss EuropeNevertheless, the above
review shows that it is acceptdthttranshumance was used by farming communities

as an economic practice across large parts of Europe by the late prehistoric period.

Rathbone (2009) suggests that the practice of transhumance was dispersed
throughout Britain and Europe by the Vikings but this is at variance with the views
expressed in this thesisAlternatively, the demise of transhumance across Europe

from the late medieval ped down to modern mies, even as late as the twentieth
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century, has been linked to the introduction of better foraging and winterage
production strategies on the part of farming communities, tbptah of chemical
fertilisers to make more grass grow ifields around thepermanety lowland
settlement angopulation increase in lowland areas and the associated movement of
people into upland areas whihen turned transhumant sites into permanent
settlements. Obviously the demise of transhumance as anneicopractice took
place at different rates and times acrossoperdue to local socieconomic
conditions(Davies 1941, 155)

2.17 The Alpine and Mediterranean Systems of Transhumance

Two systems of transhumance have been recognised across EutiopeAlpine
system and the Mediterranean sysi@avies 1941, 156; Jones 2005, &HB). The

Alpine system of transhumance can be simply defined as the relathvetidistance
movement of peale (often the whole family or at least a substantial proportion of it)
and their livestock, mainly dairy cattle, at the start of summer from a permanent
lowland settlement to adjacent uplands to take advantage of the grass there (which
did not grow in witker due to severe weather conditions). Furthermore, while cattle
were away in summer, crops were grown in the fields around the lowland settlement
Indeed, the lack of livestock around the permanent settlement in summer time meant
that it was less likelyhat crops would be trampled by them. In a way, their
movement to upland pastures was a form of protection against this. Furthermore,
standing grass could be preserved in certain fields around the home settlement to be
used as winterage for the returningct in certain area3.he transhumants and their
cattle returned in autunmo the permanent settlemeartdgrazed the harvested fields

for a time. In deep winter, in parts of Temperate Europesd cattle were put
indoors buthis was not always the casemore maritime parts of the continefibe

Alpine system of transhumance was conceettén the valleys and mountaupland

zones of places like the Pyrenees, the Alps,Garpathians, Scandinavia, Britain and
Ireland(Davies 1941, 156; Jones 2005, &8). It has been claimed that the practice

of Alpine-style transhumance over time has shaped a lot of the landscape in upland
areas of Europe, as without it, many areas below 2000m would be (doests

2005, 359) The terms oO6fixeedndirmrmgpgsthuanasicedamc

used to describe transhumant movements in the literature. Both clearly belong to the
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Alpine system of transhumance and are effectively the same thing, in that in both
types during spring/early summer transhumants broughtr thedstock from
lowland, permanent sites up to adjacent upland pastures to take advantage of the
grazing there, brought about by the warm conditions. Crops were grown back in the
home settlemeni®avies 1941, 157)

Climate is also a major factor in Méeliranean transhumance, which occurs in
places throughout southern Euroffée lowlands become arid, even dedigd in

places, in summer and this contrasts with the lush pasture in the uplands at this time
of the year. Conversely, in winter, the raihf@ahd more moderate temperatures in

the lowlands are ideal for growing crops. Overall, the coarse herbage in both upland
and lowland areas did not really suit dairy cattle and so sheep and goats were the
main livestock reared in Mediterranean areas. Ctatided to be used as draught
animals and as oxen for ploughing. In this system, herders (often without their
families) would leave their permanent settlements at the start of summer or late
spring and travel long distances, far longer than in the Alpysees, at times as
much as hundreds of kilometres. Viticulture and olive growing were practised by
those who stayed in the permanent settlement at this time. The livestock would be
brought back in autumn by the herders to graze the winter grass in fielosldahe
permanensettlement and crops were grown over this seaso(Daaies 1941, 156;

Jones 2005, 2589).

A subtle variant of the Mediterranean form of transhumance is known as
6Descending Transhumanced or , dhistier nat i
where the permanent home was in the mountains/uplands, rather than in the
lowlands. Here again, however, livestock in the form of goats and sheep were moved

to lowland, valley pastures in winter to take advantage of the grass growth in these
places so it is in many respects little differefnbm the normal Mediterranean style

of transhumance. The only difference is that the permanent settlement was in the
mountains and so the transhumants brough
to the transhumance sites. The Vlachs in Greece practisedlam of o6 Descend
Ol nver sed (WmrafmhslB87)ma n c e

It must be stated that one problem in analysing all this is that there are few detailed
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accounts of both systems of transhumance in a European context. For example, apart
from accounts ofVlach and Sarakasanai herders of sedbtern Europe in the
misleadinglytitled book The Nomads of the Balkaifg¢/ace and Thompson 1972)

and the booK he Vlachs: The History of a Balk&®ople(Winnifrith 1987) there is

little in the way of written mateai for the Mediterranean style of transhumance in
English. The literature for the Mediterranean area in English tends to be dominated
by works on what appears to be nomadism and nomadic pastoralism, rather than true
transhumancée.g. Bartosiewicz and Grefeld 1999; Chang and Tourtellotte 1993;
Galaty and Johnson 1990)

It is clearfrom the above discussion that the type of transhumance associated with
the study area is mainly a form of Alpuségyle transhumancéseel.1). In this
respect, while Engliskanguage publications on this form of transhumance are also
lacking for much of Central and Northern Europe, the situation is not as bad as the
dearth of literature in the latter language for the Mediterranean system.evrevi

this Englishlanguage material will now be undertaken to analyse work done in other
countries on the Alpine form of transhumance for comparative purposes and to lay

the foundations for the discussion in future chapters.

2.21 Scandinavia

Transhumance in Scamdivia (Norway and Swedeonly, as no Englisttanguage

data exist for Finland) belonged to the Alpine system of seasonal movement of
people and livestock from lowland permanent farms and settlements to upland sites

in summer(Emanuelson and Johansson 2003, .18aeter which derives from the

medieval Old Norse termsetr, with variants such asaetr, is the Norwegian term for
transhumance, al t houghpaistt us & -paalrssd ou 6 reada ra s
well (Albrethsen and Kellet986, 91107) Setror saetrare also the wordssed to

describe groups dfiuts utilisedfor transhumance purposéalbrethsen and Keller

1986, 912).
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Fig. 77 House at Svolset, Norwayafter Skrede 2005, 34)

The origin of trashumance in Norway is believed by sommextend back to at least

the Late Bronze Age or Iron Ade.g. Zachrisson 2005, 1282). For example, the
excavated, transhumant site at Svolset, reatst of Bergen, consisted of two groups

of houses, each house being-sabtangular with rounded corners in plan (Fig. 7).
These houses are between one room and three rooms inTkzdeworoomed
examples have separate entrances, some of which-armed, as in Fig. 7 above.
Radiocarbon dates from the site indicated that these two groups of huts were in use
continuously from thesecondcenury AD until the eleventh centurAD (Skrede
2002 24-25). While there is debate about its exact origins, most observers believe
that there is ample evidence for transhumance in Norway froraighéh and ninth
centuries AD owards, all predating the Vikinjbrse settlement across parts of
North-West Euope, Greenland and Icelargdlbrethsen and Keller 1986, 93)he
practice was certainly well established by #leventhand twelfth centuries AD
throughout Norway, as Old Norse laws such asGhmtingshowy first written down

in the eleventhcentury, metion it. The German chronicler, Adam of Bremen,
writing around 1075, also mentions transhumance in NoiiMayigen 1947, 107)

The practice continued down to modern times in Norway (ibid.).

Three somewhat different methods of practising transhumancegduedieval and
postmedieval times have been noted in NorByiody 2005, 12)The first type of
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transhumant site occurred in western and northern Norway and was located in the
outfield but within the boundary of the permanent farm, at not too greataacks

from it. This was known as thmelkesetero r 0 caeterrltyw@ds occupied by
herders who looked after the cows, but it is unclear whether their families or at least
a large part of them came and lived at these @htlsethsen and Keller 1986, 9.

The second type of transhumance site was located at a distance from the permanent
site and was mainly chosen for its hagking potential and was occupied only
during the short haynaking season, although animals did graze here too. This was
known aghe Slattesaeterbruknd such sites included barns for the storage of hay for
winter fodder (ibid.). The third type of transhumant site, the most common, was
located in upland valleys and mountains. It was here that families moved with their
herds from lodand sites in summer. These were tiidisaeterbruk sites. This
movement of livestock around grazing areas meant that they had access to high
nutritive grasses that ensured a higher milk yield and an increased fat content for
butter production (ibid.). Iseems that the location of thessetersvas between one
daydés and three dayods journey f@Davies t he
1941, 167) Very often hay was saved at thds#isaeterbruksites too during the
summer months to be used as winterbgck at the permanesite (Albrethsen and

Keller 1986, 924; Briody 2005, 1213). A number of huts, rebuilt when needed,
together with barns thought to be for the storage of hay, dairy pens and storage huts
for milk products, such as cheese and buttecur at theséullsaeterbruksites. The
fullsaeterbruksites, as noted, were located in the uplands and mountains. Because of
their high altitude and the nepolar conditions for much of the year, these uplands
were not free of snow until June and the corresponding early onset of winter meant
that the livesack had to return to the lowlands in late August or September to graze
on the harvested fields back at the home f@awvies 1941, 167) This suggests that
families or at least part of them were away from the lowland, permanent sites for
between three anur months due to the weather conditions in Scandinavia. Later
on in the year, the conditions became so bad that the cattle were moved to indoor
stalls at the home farm (ibid.). Archaeological studies suggest that transhumance and
similar agricultural sgtems were ingduced by Norse settlers to tlik@roes and
Iceland during early medieval timéSkrede 2005, 333). It is also clear that at least
some crops were cultivated at these transhumant sites in N@Ensgnuelsson and
Johansson 2003, 10)
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In Swalish the wordssater and fabrodi in placenames indicate the practice of
transhumance took place at those sites at some stage in th&S@asiourSmith

1985, 1101) The earliest accepted evidence for what was an Algliyle of
transhumance in Sweden date between the eighth and tenth centuries AD and it
continued down to modern timéPettersson 2005, 44Recent excavation®ok

place at Backasatern, where a permanent farm and transhumant site in a forested
environment were shown to have been foundedcurrently during the eighth to
tenth centuries and occupied down to modern times. In this caseatdravas
created to provide additional forest grazing in summer to that available around the
home settlement, allowing land to be freed up to growscdying the latter season
(Emanuelsson and Johansson 2003;334 Transhumance in Sweden is said to date
from the Viking Age onwards and is considered part of an egalitarian farming system
that is most commonly found north of theémes Norrlandicus also known as
Fabodgransen(the shieling border(Johansson and Svensson 2002¢ven sites

were examined in Varmland, three of which were subjected to palynological
investigation. The results of the pollen analysis showed grazing anchdiagg

taking placeat the shielings between 700 and 900AD and again in the fourteenth
century(Emanuelsson and Johansson 2003;80&uzanne Petersson surveyed fifty
three structures at a shieling at Backasatern, most of which seem to be of square
shape (ibid.).

Analyss of shielings elsewhere in Sweden showed that different activities were
associated with different building types. For example, where cultivation was an
activity, the buildings were the same as those at the permanent settlement, whereas
when stockraising was predominant, a more diffuse structure was common. The
oldest type of building was called tldhus(fire cabin), a singleoomed timber
building with central hearth and hole in the roof to let out the smoke. The entrance
was at the gable. A more déwped type of theldhuswas common in the eighteenth
century. It had two rooms, a living area and a pantry for storing milk. The hearth
was now located in a corner of a room, lined with stone slabs, placed on edge, with a
hole in the roof to let out themoke. The entrance was on the long side of the
building and there were no windows, light coming in through a hole in the roof and
through the door. The roof consisted of narrow planks covered by a layer of birch

bark on top of which was a layer of wo@@manuelsson and Johansson 2003121
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23).

2.31 Scotland

Relatively little systematic research has been carried out on the subject of
transhumance in Scotland, despite its clear importance to the agricultural economy
there in the pas{Bil 1990, 2) Placenames endingn the wordsary, airigh and

airidh (which are Gaelic in origin) osetr, saetror shiel (which are Norse in origin)

are asociated with past transhuman(diller 1967a, 1934; Fenton 1976, 124,
FellowsJensen 1985, 6B). It has also been suggested that in western Scotland the
Gaelic wordbuailleof t en mea-hel @06 60ecmrt O Hatecnhedieval r e 6 |
context. However, it maalso have meant a transhumaattlement associated with
lordship and the elite while the placename airigh (and, therefore, also its
derivationsary and airidh) or placenames ending in that word wasdicative of
Alpine-style transhurant sites used by ordinary fo(Raven 2005, 434)The term
shieling is also the generalerm used to descibhuts at sites associated with
transhumance(Curwen 1938, 273)The distance between the permanent and
seasonal settlements in Scotland was commented @il {$990, 513), who said
distances from 4km up to 32km were common and suggested that becdhse of
varied topography in different areas, cognizance be taken of the time as opposed to
distance from permanent settlement to shieling. He also said that shielings remote
from the permanent settlement were used only when pasture was unavailable at the

homefarm (ibid.).

The earliest evidence for transhumance in Scotland may come from the Iron Age
(Raven 2005, 414)Others have argued that transhumance was introduced to
Scotland by Irish settlers during the early medieval period fronfifthecentury AD

onwards as indicated by plaeeames such aairidh andary (Marwick 1923, 251

55). Fenton(1976, 124)believed that transhumance was definitely in place by the
twelfth century AD, perhaps being introduced by Norse settlers to Scotland in the
eighthand ninth centuries AD. Whatever its origins in Scotland, good evidence for

what appears to be an Alpitygoe of transhumance in the Highlands comes from
eighteentc ent ury travell ersd accounts and wri

sent to Scotland in 173hd worked as a contractor and military engineer for the
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government. He was based in Inverness for most of his time, finally dying there in
1755. Burt regularly wrote letters about life and society in the Highlands to a friend
in London, noting the hardshipf life there for ordinary people and their resulting
poverty. In 1754 he wrote O6in the summer
much worse huts than they leave below; these are near spots of grazing and are
called shealings(sic shielings), sctiered from one another as occasion requires
there they make t(Buetil876, BlyApdinea littleabit thtercilh e e s e 0
1760 John Home, the famous Scots dramatist, poet, clergyman and sometime soldier,
noted large amousbf corn(presumablyats) being grown ataupland shieling site

at Inver in Aberdeenshirehich he claimed was double the quantity grown in the
infield back at the permanent settlemérhome 1774, 130; Adam 1960; Fenton
1976) In 1786 travellers found a permanent coastédge near Lough Hourn, south

of Skye on the west coast of Scotland, deserted because the entire community had re
located to an upland shieling for the sumrfiémnox 1786, 93; Fenton 1976, 124)

his Tour in Scotlandthe Welsh Naturalist and Antiquaryhdmas Pennant, provided

a graphic account of the practice of transhumance recarded 7 Olanded on a

bank covered with sheelins, ttemporary habit&ns of some peasants who tehd

herds of milchcows. These formed a grotesqgeup; some were ¢dng, some

conic (i.e. circular tapering to a pointand so low that the entrance is forbidden
without creepingthrough the openingvhich has no other door tharfaggot of birch

twigs placed there occasionallthey are constructeof branches of treesovered

with sods; the furnitura bed of heather; placed arbank of sod, twblankets and a

rug; some dairyessels; and aboveertain pendent shelves madebasketwork, to

hold the cheese, the product of themmer. In one of the li& conic huts) spied a

little infant aslep 0(Pennant 1790, 108)Some circular transhumant huts in
Perthshire in Scotland had internal measurements of no more than 2m in diameter,
with walls of turf or a mixture of turf and stone, and sometimes a turf wall was lined
on the inside with stone which was said to be a late innovation. Ovoid huts also
occur (Fenton 1976, 126; Boyle 2003,-2Q). Someof the stone huts have stone
fire-backs for their hearths and alcoves for storage. Others have small, square or
circular, sipsidiary annexes attached on to them that are thought to be dairies (ibid.).
It is thought that shielings settlements at Greenshiels, Liddesdale in Scotland may
have been exploited during the medieval period but this is not céBayhe 2003,

17-30; Dixon 2007, 31)
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PIl. 37 Low-lying land of Sanday, Orkney, Scotland whee airigh place names are common
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanday, Orkney).

Good evidencehowever existsfor Alpine-style transhumance in Scotland during
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. However, thssalso the period that saw

the gradual declineof the practice The Highland Clearances of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries saw the widespresaition and transplantation of hundreds of
Gaelicspeaking communities across the Highlands to new coastal villages, but more
especially to Canada (in particular Nova Scotia) and the Carolinas in what is now the

United States of America.

Modern breed®f sheep and shepherds (often from the Lowlands) took their place.

This widespread, forced exodus from many upland areas of Scotland meant that
traditional practices died out and transhumance ceased. The people were gone and
new economic practices wereriduced by the landlord class, many of whom were

the hereditary chiefs of the disposses§&@bble 1963, 661; Fenton 1976, 1278;

Richards 2000, 38). Nevertheless, transhumance lingered on in parts @adbttish

Highlands and Islands, particulaitythe Western and Northern Isl&amily groups

continued to practice an Alpirstyle of transhumance up until the twentieth century

i n places. For exampl e, 6going to the ai
of Lewis, where transhumance was pissedd as late as the 1950s (Anne Campbell,
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pers. comm.).

PI. 57 Occupied shielings on the Island of Jura in the late eighteenitentury i note their
circular and conical shapegafter Pennant 1790; Caldwell 2001, 69)

A description of occupied transhumant huts in Craigvean in Scotland in 1770 states
that the structures oscalanswer e made of 6di vots and

suggesting turf or seduilt and possibly wattle houses. They seem to have been built
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into banks above a stream and some were clearly circular or beehive in shape, similar
to contemporary ones on the Islelofe wi s and t he (@affneyei t s O
1959, 28) Captain Thomasnother travellerdescribed two types of shielings in the

Parish of Uig on Lewis in the midineteenth century, one was stdnélt with a

timber roof calledairidh and the other aircular, conical beehivshaped structure

built entirely of stone on the corbelled principle and calldabth (Thomas 1869,

161-4; Curwen 1938, 2746). Ruined shielingsai r i gh a ®@ntBehsteafi ai c h
Lewis were built of sod and stone constructioad two rooms and measured 8m by

4.8m (RCAHMS www.rcahms.gov.uk)lhe both or circular orbeehiveshapeduts

seen on Lewis (apparently of paaedieval date) are described as having an internal
diameter of between 1.8m and 2.4m, was 1.8m tall, with ohemdoors (opposing)

0.76m tall (PI. §. In examples of the opposing door type, the interior was divided

into two unequal parts. The internal shape could be circular, oval or occasionally
rectangular (ibid.). In his survey of shielibgthiesof presunably medieval and post
medieval date in Assynt parish Millt967a, 2023) recorded a variety of shapes

and forms. Some were circular but many were ovoid ofreatangular (i.e. houses

which have straight walls on their axis but have rounded ers#®7.1.3). These
bothiesranged from 1.8m x 1.2m to 4.5m x 1.5m in size internally and all had one
door(PI. 7).

PI. 67 Conjoined conical shielings on Isle of Lewis
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Pl. 71 Traditi onal Assynt shieling, with roof of driftwood (after Miller 1967a, 203)

The circular examples at Assynt had an average diameter of 1.8m. Materials used in
construction included storend turfwalls, with the suggestion that stone was mainly
used in the fondation of the huts, or for an inner wall that was sealed by an outer
turf wall (ibid.). Many of the Assynt shielings settlements are surrounded by walls
of stone or of sod and stone, presumably to restrain the livestock and keep them safe
(Miller 1967a,200).

Shielings at Gleneskhe longest and most easterly of the Angus Gier&cotland
are circular, ovoid or are subctangular in shape (i.e. have rounded external ends).
The subrectangular examples measure 8.8m x 3.6m and 5.4m x(B&mon1976,

128) They are said to date to the second half of the eighteenth century (ibid.).
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Fig. 81 Shielings at Lochlee, Glenesk, Angus, Scotlar{dfter Fenton 1976, 126)

Twenty five huts sites associated with powtdieval transhumance were recorded

along a stream in Margadale on Islay in Scotland @idpy David Caldwell(1994,
31516). These huts were situated at an elevation of 75m OD, in a sheltered hollow

along themiddle reaches of the Margadale River between the farms of Margadale

and Ardnahoe. The huts consisted of -oo@m and tweroomed (or annexe)

examples, each having its own entrance. In form, they ranged betweeimcsidr

and ovoid forms, measured upwsarof 2m in internal diameter and had walls some

1m in thickness. The huts were constructed of stone camsddtone and in 1994

stood to a height of 0.8m. They are thought to date teigigeenth centuribid.).
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Fig. 91 Shielings at Margadale, Islay (after Caldwell 1994, 315316).
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Fig. 117 Location map of Finlaggan(after Caldwell et.al.2000, 60.

Four transhumant houses of seemingly postdieval date wereecorded atSean
ghairt (Old Garden) and another four, close to head dyke®aHlaclavan near
Finlaggan on Islapy David Caldwell(Figs. 1011; 2000, 59)Three houses at Sean
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Ghairt were singleoomed houses that were sigdztangular in shapei.e. they had
rounded ends. The easternmost house was circular in shape, while the westernmost
had an annexe on its southern side (Fig. 10). Alternatively the houses at Ballaclavan
were rectangular in shape and ranged in size from one to four rooms. Multiple
construction phases were noted, with evidence for a blocked up doorway in the gable
of one example (Building D). Large dressed blocks of dolomite were used as quoin
stones, and thergas evidence for clay mortar. A kiln which Caldwell thought might

be a coradrying kiln was located 100m to the west of the site. Fields eamd

furrow were found at several locations around the site (Fig. 11).

Excavationof a singlecelled shielingpne of thirty in a group of seventy six related
structures in a settlement at Torrin, Isle of Skye by Martin Wildgoose in-2991
(NG559 226) revealed four occupation phases (Fig. Tt®).earliest phase produced
sherds of coarse black, hanmthde potterya hearth but no structures. Phase 2a
revealed a singteell circular turf structure, measuring 2.5m in diameter, with a door

measuring 0.6m on the notfast side.

TORRIN 91

PHASE4a

Fig. 127 Shieling at Torrin, Isle of Skye NG556 227(after Wildg oose and Miket 19912).

Phase 2b revealed a stelmdilt cell measuring 3m by 2.5m internally that was added
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to the Phase 2a turf building, with access through a narrow opening in the south wall
of this structure. Associated with Phase 2b were severalsbéfine wheeturned
pottery with a delicate flared rim in an orange fabric. Evidence for leatbiking

and the collection of limpers were also recorded. A period of abandonment followed
Phase 2b represented by 20cms of black earth, after whichlla siov@elined cell

with an internal diameter of 1m was built and rested atop the earlier Phase 2
structure. Access was through a narrow opening on the north side on tclaidvell
stone floor. There is no published date for this site but it does shoshiblng sites

were occupied over long periods of tirfWildgoose and Miket 1992). An earlier
excavation in 1991 of a shieling at the nearby sitdidtlh na Creige(Wildgoose
1991)also revealed four occupation phases, the earliest consisting efpitsecut

into bedrock, two of which had a post at each end and a central hearth, the third just a
single post. Following on from this, a small turf mound 4m in diameter was built and
later still a twecelled shieling was partly inset into the turf moutite larger cell

was Dshaped, 4.5m in diameter with walls 1m thick and the smaller cell measured
2m by 2m and was linked to a larger cell by a narrow passage, roofed with large
stone lintels that may have been used for smoking cheese and possibly Hish. T
final phase saw a large rectangular cell inserted into the semghwall of the B
shaped cell measurirgyi5m by 2mand witha welktlaid cobbled floor. The entrance
facing southwest was later blocked with an earthen floor overlaying the cobbles,
followed by abandonment. Again, no date is given for this site but it shows long term

occupation of this particular transhumant structure (ibid.).

The view that Scottish transhumant huts and sites were occupied over long periods of
time was confirmed by dates from a recent, unpublished excavation of shieling huts
at Ailt Aigeinn Skye This site produced dates ranging from the Iron Age through to
the seventeenth centurjxcavation also took place of a shieling hut on the north
bank of theAb hai nn aRiver GhNorthnSkye(Fig. 13; Mac Sween and
Gailey 1961, 8Q)This hut was one of a number of taghambered, mostly circular

or ovoid huts butsomewererectangulain shape. Some had become maolikd in

appearance due to successigeupatiorand reoccupation over time
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The excavated shieling had a mound over one metre high and consisted of two
circularchambers 2.2m and 1.5m in diametespectively The two chambers were
connectedvia an internal entrance with the main entrance facing south towards the
stream. The smat chamber had a separate entrance fasmgh/south westthe
purpose of which was said te Ipelated to dairying activityA small stonebuilt oval
structure is sited west of the hut, measuring 0.9m by 1.2m whose purpose is
unknown. Three phases of opation were identified. A hearth was found i th
corner of Cutting A It was suggested that the roof was covered by heather and that
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the absence of roofing timbers indicated that these were dismantled and brought to
the shieling each summer, a practso found orthe Isle ofLewis. Two sherds of
craggantype potterywere found close to the hearfthis handmadeottery is known

to have been manufacturag to the late nineteenth centyiyac Sween and Gailey
1961, 7784). This may be an indication dh this circular shieling hut was occupied

up until the latter date or at least until the eighteenth century iaghought that
transhumance ceased on Skyd811-18, coinciding with the demise of runrig and

the advent of th€learancegMac Sween anailey 1961, 83)
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Fig. 1471 Shielings hut at Hazelyside, Liddesdale with middeat entrance (after Dixon 2007, 36)

The overall evidence from Scotland seems to suggest that a variety of hut shapes can
be seen at shieling sites there. These include circular, ovoigestamgular and
rectangular shapes. Excavation and historical evidence also indicates that circular
and ovoid houses were certainly in occupation well into the eighteenth or early
nineteenth centuries. Excavation also suggests that in some places these shielings
were in use over long periods of timepossibly centuries. A number of purpese
built shieling luts are quite small. For example, in the Central Highlands, circular
shieling huts are on average 2m in diameter. Corbelleestdnebuilt shieling
houses occur in the Hebrides as well and these had storage nickps«twn2007,
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31). At Aird Mhor on thelsle of Lewis, conjoined, circular corbelled shielings, with
interconnecting passages continued in use into the nineteenth q&uumen 1938,
273-89).

2.471 The Isle of Man

On the Isle of Man, evidence for transhumance is indicated by the mdaceeary,
which is synonymouswith shieling (Gelling 1962, 167) It is clear thateary is
derived from the Irish wordirge, meaning amnilking place and/or &aranshumance
site. One explanation for thisgdename is that it could havgeen brought over by
Norse settlers from Ireland, whwaving borrowed it from Irish, introduced tio
places like the Isle of Man, Scotland aretlpaps Northern England as wglelling
1976, 200201) However, a form of Irish was spoken e Isle of Man long before
the coming of Norse settlers in the early terthntury. It is posible, therefore, that
the wordairge was introduced directly to the Istdf Man by Irish settlers whose
presence on the islandiisdicated by several ogham stones dating fasrearly as
the fifth and sixth centurie\D, the period in whichairge is first documented
(Broderick 2005, 343)

This suggests at one level that evidence for transhumance practices on the Isle of
Man date back to the very beginning of the early medieval period. HowaMen

Quine (1990, 272has argued that this practice starée@n earlieon the island at

some stage during the Iron Agapparently basing her view on the ndubious
assertion that circular huts have to date to that period. However, whatever its exact
origins, the floruit of transhumance dre Isle of Man is believed to extend from the
tenth century through to the fouetgth centuryGelling 1978) This is based on the

fact that a large number of shieling mounds, apparently house sites, dating from the
tenthcentury onwards have beeecorded on the Isle of Man. Thisntrasts with the

small number of hut sites that asaid to represent pttenth century shielings,
suggesting an increase in the practice of transhumance with the coming of Norse
settlers to the islandafter AD900 (Gelling 1962, 172) Recognised shieling
settlements of all dates on the Isle of Man vary ttyea size, the reasons for which

are still unknown. Fieldwork in the late 1950s and early 1960s identdiggeight
possible shieling sites situated above the 330m contour line. Most of these sites
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consisted of less than ten hut sites (Whieere mody circular or ovoidin shape),

with some being much larger. For example, the@yen hut sites and structures were
identified at Block Eary(Fig. 15; Gelling 1962, 169)Converging banks which
enabled cattle to be driven into small pens for-tdagay management purposes were
identified at some of these shieling sites on the island. Evidence for some form of
crop-growing has also been recerat various transhumance sites on the Isle of
Man. Small fietls were seen in some places and evidenceultvation ridges were
visible at one shieling site in the parish of Patrick in association with fourteen hut
sites(Gelling 1978)

METRES

BLOCK EARY, ISLE OF MAN

Fig. 157 Block Eary, Isle of Man (after Gelling 1962, 161)

Shielings at Doarlish Cashen, Kifatrick, consisted of a group of ten hut sites and
associated encloses of which only traces rema(fig. 16) This siteis located on

marginal land at an elevation of 213@elling 1970) A number of these shielings

were excavated, together withasttucte t hat was hndterpgekeldn
with a single flue and a c¢Naorcud @@ellthgdtreyi ng
1962, 167).However, one of the excavated hutsroid/subrectangular in shape

measured 7m long by 3m widead opposig doorways and was thought to date to
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theninth century AD(ibid.).
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Fig. 161 Doarlish Cashen Hus (after Gelling 1970, 81)

Finds from the excavation ¢tuded a spindle whorl and a stieof very dark grey

unglazed potteryThe existence of a cowirying kiln might suggest a permanent
settl ement but its excavator argued that
marginal land well away from other settlements suggested that ibvsassonal,
transhumance sit@elling 1970, 7484). The existence of the cowlrying kiln may

suggest that the inhabitants of this site were growing small quantities of grain with

high moisture content. It might be added thla¢ spindle whorl suggesthat

spinning wool was an activity céed out by at least some of the occupants at this

site during the long summer montfksirthermore, aimilar shaped house to the one

excavated at Doarlish Cashen was excavated at Kirk Malew in what was clearly a
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permanent location close to a parish chuiidiis structurevhich measured 10rny

4m also had opposing doorways, and was dated tdhiineenthcentury (Gelling
1970) At first glance, thissuggestshat houses at transhumance and permanent sites
on the Isle of Man were not that differelmom one another, at least during the

medieval period.

Another probable transhumant site excavated on the Isle of Man was Blockt Eary
the head of a vallegn the northern slopes of Snaefell, thgheist mountain on the
island (Gelling 1962). Prior to excaion, it was believed that the thisgven
mounds that made up this site represented a barrow cemetery or some sort of
nucleated settlement of Iron Age dé&t&elling 1962, 156)The excavation indicated

that the mounds represented circular hut sites peduover avery long period

being returned to year after yedrhe sequence at Block Eary indicated that a
circular house was replaced by a smaller ovoid house that in turn was replaced by an
even smaller house (ibid-Jhe only dating eviderrcwas prowded by a coin of mid
thirteenthcentury date found in the upper levels of ooede(Gelling 1962, 158)

The huts, as nad, were either circular or ovoid in shape and some had heggitns

15; Gelling 1962, 15%0). A loom weight was fouth in one hut, agin suggesting
thatweaving and spinning wemgtivitiesthat were carried out at these shieling sites
during the long summanonths(Gelling 1962, 162)The huts were built of turf or

earth and sod walls, sometimes with upright slabs revetting theinakfaces. It

was postulated that the roofs were flat, consisting of branches and wattle panels laid
horizontally with sods placed over them. The circular huts wereaverage
approximately5m in diameter internally. One ovoidlut measured 3m by 4m in
internal measurement8bid.). A possible corrdrying kiln was also recognised at
Block Eary, as were two small fields that seem to have been used for some form of
cultivation (Gelling 1962, 17Q) Cheesemakingwas also postulated for Moundat

Block Eary(ibid.).

The English traveller William Blundell vied the Isle of Man in the mid
seventeenth centurwriting an account of thesland, its history anéconomy. No
mention is made ofranshumancéBlundell 1875, 139%60), leading one writer to
suggest that transhumanicad died out on the Isle of Man at some stage before
1650, possibly a®arly thethirteenth and fourteentbenturies. Certainly no folk
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memory of transhumance existed or tisland bythe twentiethcentury (Gelling
1962,171-72). However,Gillian Quine (1990, 69)re-interpretedthe evidence fom
Bl undel | 6s t e xranshamadce dsexh acananecgradtidgiaoed on
the island up to théeginning ofthe seventeenth centuryiowever, no excavated

evidence exist® prove this contention, as yet.

The Manx evidence is interesting in a number of respects. Firstly, transhumance
seems to have been relatively common there from at least the fifth century AD
onwards, although it had ceased by the seventeenth cenlgrgxcavations at sites

like Block Eary suggest people returning over time to the same sites year after year.
Again, the field evidence suggests that most of the huts associated sithsttes

were circular or ovoidn shape. The dating from Block Easyggests that at least
some of these circal huts were occupied and buitbuilt into the high medieval
period, if not later. Furthermore, there is evidence for some form of cultivation at
some of these sites. Also, no evidence exists for transhumaimgedractised on the
island fromc. 1600 onwards and it may have stegpnuch earlier there than this.

2.57 England

Transhumance studies in England havamplicated historydue to the fact that the
dearth of artefacts found on excavateessithinders the construction af clear
chronological framework for the practig¢vhyte 1985, 103!). Therefore, most
research on transhumance has concentrated uponnaaee and environmental
evidence, with most of this work taking place in northern Bwf#id.). Harold

Fox raised another question at a conference at the University of Leicester when he
qgueried the precise type of transhumance practiced in England, suggesting
transhumance in England did not always conform to the vertical Alpine system of
transhumance as practiced in Europe because some movements were h@fiaontal
1996) This seems to be a variant of tMediterranearsystem that may have been
conflated with the system practiced by the Cistercians who moved their livestock
(mostly shep) from manor to mandiDonkin 1962, 31)On-going debate about the
type of transhumance practiced in England continues with the &mgsand erg

(see 2.5.1), in placenames being cited as evidence for a type of lowland
transhumance in placédigham 198, 347; Edmonds 2011, 11%6).
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2.5.17 Northern England

The medieval placeameaergior erg means daranshumance, shieling site amdan
upland/hill pasture in parts of northestern England,notably Cumbria and
Lancashire This word seems to be a Norse borrowing from the early medieval Irish
word airge that first appears in Ireland around500AD (Nollaig O Muraile, pers
comm.). This plac&@ame may have been introduced to this part of northern England
in the early tenthcentury by Norse settlers from Ireland, having been expelled from
the Dublin aredThe Annals of Ulster, 418However, the wordsergi or erg may

also have entered the Cumbria area from the Hebrides and Galloway, where there
was lIrish settlement from thearly centuries AD onwards but this is not proved
(FellowsJensen 1985, 688). It might be added thatlick Highamhas questioned

the view that the plaeeameaergi anderg always dente what were transhumance
sites,as many places in Lancashire with #nasames are located well below the
315m and even 70rmontourin lowland areas and s his opinion,could not be
associated with @ghamity8, 34B)Hdwéver,gtrcauld iben g 6
argued that these plaoames may be pointing to places whemvland
transhumance occurred some stage in the past, something Higham did not consider
(see 11). Onthe other side of the Pennin@®untain rangén north-eastern England
transhumance sites in Northumberland can be identified by the-Nersed plae-

namesscaléscelaandshieldshieling(Mc Donnell 1988, 4)

It has been suggested but not proven that the sparse distribution of Late Bronze Age
hillforts and settlements in parts of the Pennines may indicate thatujhleselareas
were used for transhumance purposes until the Roman Relaoding 2004, 447).
However, it has been suggested thaighthcentury references in various
hagiographies, such aBe de 06 s Li f e implyf thatCthe précece tof
transhumance vgacomnon in northern England byhat time (Fox 1996, 10)
Another northern English reference to what appears ta fmem of transhumance
comes iNAD1265 andis quoted in Ramnet al aswhen the canons at Lanercost
Augustinian Priory in Cumbria were given persns to build two shielings, a cow
fold and sheejiold (Ramm et al 1970, 4) However, it is clear that many former
shielings became permanent farmsteads in Cumbria fromeldneenth century
onwards, presumably due to population growth in the lowlandguah there is at
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least one clear reference to transhumance there thitteenth century (ibid.).

At one level, this could be taken as suggesting that Algtiyle transhumance was
dying out in northern England at this stage. However, a verysigteenthcentury
reference seems to suggest that this practice was common in parts of Cumbria and
Northumberland at this time. The famous English antiquary and scholar, the
Londoner William Camden (1551623), who is seen as one of the pioneers of
modern hisbrical studies, undertook a comprehensive survey of England and
published this in hiBrittania, the seventh edition of which was published in 1607.

He describes what appears to be an Alsityde of transhumare in operation in the
CarlisleHa d r i alldrse aW i n 15 Hére antHeveryswayarourdsabout infi
the wastes as they term them, as also in Giliesland, you may see as it were the
ancient Nomades, a martiall kind of man who from the month of April unto August,

lye out scattering and summeritas they terme it) with their cattell in little cottages

here and there whichh ey cal | S h e a(Caenden 2806J 3438 Rameml i ng s

et.al. 1970, 1)

SHIELINGS I Hous:

Fig. 1771 Shielings in Cumberland(after Ramm et.al. 1970, 37).
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FARMSTEADS: HOUSE PLANS
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Fig. 181 Farmsteads in Northern England(after Ramm et.al. 1970, 45).
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Fig. 197 Shieling types in Northern England (after Ramm et.al. 1970, 11)
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McDonnell (1988, 28)noted that medieval lords and monasteries in Northumberland
established cattle farms eoaccariesand sheep farms drercarieson the upland

parts of their estates, such as in Redesdale, from as earlyfathtieentury until as

late as the midourteerth century. Professionalendsmentendedthe livestock in

what appears to be something akin to a Mediterraf@am of transhumanceas

families did not accompany the(®Rox 1996, 24). The Black Death seems to have
changed thismore aristocratisystem toan Alpinestyle of transhumance. Direct
demesnefarming by the lords and monasteries seems to have stopped and, instead,
lands and upland pastures were rented out to tenants for cash rents. At least some of
these men, with their families, practiced tramshnce, which was known as
Osummeringd or O6shieldingb6. It involved
cattle from permanent settlements to nearby higher pastures in April. They returned
to their Oowintersteedsd i rugush hispracticeey s a
seems to have continued in places until the $ateenteentltentury, as implied by

Wi | | i am @sematiens i@fsrred tbove. Many of these transhumance sites
became permanent settlements indéeenteenth and eighteergmury (Rushworth

et.al. 2005, 15) For example, Greenhaugh in Tarsetdale, recorded as a shieling in
the fourteentftentury had evolved into a permanent settlement by the sixteenth
century (ibid.).A reason cited for this transformation was the practice onthérn
England of cuttinghay atthe summer shielings to supplement the winter fodder
gathered on the home farms in the lowlgradpractice that led to the construction of
walled or fenced enclosures and the carving out of new farms. Movement to the
shiding grounds in Nahern England took place in mid kate spring and the return

to the permanent settlement in late summer or early au(Wirchester 2000, 79

83; Rushwortlet.al.2005, 14)

Over three hundred shieling sites have been identified th mast Cumberland and
Northumberland. The huts of the transhumants are also called shielings in the north
of England(Rammet.al. 1970, 12). Many of these structures can be difficult to
differentiate from permanent houses which they often resembleeénasid form

(Figs. 1719). However, in the north of England, most shielings tend to be clustered

in groups whereas farmsteads stand alone. They are usually sited along the banks of
streams, at some distance from areas of permanent settlement and have no evidence

of cultivation, allfactors suggesting seasonal settlem@dammet.al. 1970, 67).
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The presence of cultivation ridges was used to differentiate between permanent and
seasonal settlements in the north of England (ibid.). Shieling structures tend to be
rectangular in shape, it one, two or three rooms, measuring from-52m in

length by 2.7m7.6m in width, with a majority being 6:®.7m in length by 3r8.2m

in width (Figs 18, 20; Ramnet.al. 1970, 911). Most have a single doorway set in

the middle of the long wall and windowsere extremely rare. Only one hut, located

at Byreshield Hill above Wickhope Burn, Number 124b, measuring 8.8m x 4.8m,
had opposing doorways, sef-gentre in the long sidend was described as a cabin

and milking byre. It was constructed of large anthl boulders with rubblevalling
(Rammet.al. 1970, 34) In 1604, the tenants dfe Malyingewere said to have
shielings in this area, again showing transhumance being practised at a late date in
northern EnglangRammet.al. 1970, 25)

There are few alobute dates available for shielings in England because of the lack of
excavations there. Of the small number that have been excavated, dates are generally
centred from the twelfth through to the seventeenth cerfRaynmet.al. 1970, 9

43). Nick Higham excavateda row of three shielings Btiof Roman stone against
thetumbled remains of the Wall Mons Fabricuseast of Castle NickoHa dr i an 6 s
Wall andrecovered palaeomagnetiates from a heartthat centred on the period
15001525 (http://www.englishheritage.org.uk/publications/ikghielings/shielings

An excavaibn of one of twelve shielingat the Bogle Holeagainst the south face of

the Wallals o on Hadr i an 6 sradidvVeatbdn, datdpom dl 466 I689d a
(ibid). Excavations at Alnhamstles in Northumberland examined a dawphase
stonebuilt long houseon ashieling site first documented ithe Inquisition Post

Mortem of John de Vesci in 12&ha produced pottery dating froh20Q 1500

(Allen 1979a, 38). At Shiels Brae in Cumbria, three phasdésoccupation were
indicated by overlapping shieling hutgnglish Heritage 4; Ramrat.al. 1970, 18

20). A clay pipe found on paving stones associated with the hearth of the latest hut
on the site indicated a date as late as 1B®M. This excavated ewdce
corroborates Camdenbd6s descrcilpOOinpartsal f wi d

northern England.

In corclusion, the shielings in northern England are clearly not all of the samé date

most seem to have been abandoned by the late seventedntly,cnhad become
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permanent settlemen{gtkinson et.al. 2000) The morphology of shieling huts in
Northern England include single and tnapbmed rectangular examples, together
with single huts, partially divided internally and with an attached annexadds

own separate entrance. Entrances are generally set into the long sides of the
structure but exceptions to this include entrances on the end (Wagls 17, 19;
Ramm et.al. 1970) It is obvious that there is quite a lot of similarity between

permanent and transhumance housing in terms of size and shape (see Fig. 18).

This review of transhumance in northern England suggests that an -fdpimeof
transhumance continued in this i@guntil the seventeenth century. Its origins may

go back to at least the Late Bronze Age but this is not proveater evidence
suggests that families (or at least some of them) went up to the shieling sites in April
and came back in late August. Pla@anme evidence from Cumbria suggests that a
lowland form of transhumance may also have taken place in this area, at some stage
after the tenth century. Some hay seems to have been saved at upland shieling sites in
northern England through time too.

Thereis also some evidence in northern England of a more Mediterraiyg@an
transhumance on medieval secular and monastic estates, associated with professional
herdsmen. This may have died out due to the changes brought about by the Black

Death in the migourteenth century.

2.5.21 Southern England

The placename somersetis associated with transhumance during the medieval
period in parts of southern and sowmtbstern England. Thixompound noun
combinesthe Norse wordsaet;, meaning mountain pasture, a $hig or a hut
associated with transhuman@nd the AngleSaxon wordsomermeaning summer
(Aston 1997b, 103)The term shieling, assedin Scotland and northern England, is
also the word used to describe transhumant sites and huts found in varioud parts o
southern Englanfe.g. Davies 1941; Fox 1996; Winchester 2000)

It has been argued that transhumance was practised across southern England during
early and later medieval times, if not earlf@sston 1997b, 103; Fox 1996;6). As
evidence, for examplé, has been suggested that the existence of placees, such

63



as Wirterton (i.e. winter town, perhaps the permanent settlement), Somerton (i.e.
summertown, perhaps the shieling site itself) and Hardwick (the dairy farm), all seem
to be AngleSaxon in orign and imply the widespread practice of transhumance in
the region during the early medieval peri@kton 1997b, 103; Rammet.al. 1970;
Herring 2007a, 5@2). Historical evidence from Angi®axon times for
transhumance exists as well and Aston is of the opinion that many settlements in
upland areas of southern England functioned as shielings at some stage during the
medieval period(Aston 1997b, 103)Research &s shown that shieling sites in
southern England were sited on upland pasturBise numbersf houses in each
shieling site ranges from two to fifteemd ®metimes mor€Winchester 2000, 78

80; Rathbone 2002)Most seem to have been located in areasyopasture, close to
streams, or on gravel areas beside streams. A greetyvaiformswere noted e.g.
square with one or twerooms, squargassage hutsvith two or more rooms
rectangular with one or two roonmrectangular passage huts, ovoid witfe @r two
rooms and ovoid passage hufBhe passage huts seem to consist of single or two
roomed huts with an attached annexe, usually with a separate erfRanceet.al.

1970, 11)

2.61 Cornwall

The Cornish placename havos means a summer dwellingssociated with
transhumance. Alternatively, the plac@mehendreevolved from originally being a
farmo r |l anded estate to meaning a ger mane
600AD, which is a somewhat similar situation to its meaning in Wétsring

1996, 356). The place name$endre and havos (hendre and hafod in Wales)
representing winter and summer settlements respectively are used in both areas, with
the havosnames only surviving where they have become permanent settlements, one
such example occurring.1066 (Herring 1996, 3536; Padel 1985, 129)This all
suggests transhumance was being widely practised in Cornwall by the beginning of
the early medieval perib However, i hasalsobeen suggested that archaeological
evidence indicatehat Bodmin Moor, an upland ared moorland and mountain in

east central Cornwall, was used by people for transhumance purposes from about
1000BC onwardg¢Herring 2007hb)
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The Domesday Book, compiled iAD1086, records thatoughly one third of
Cornwall wascomprised of rough ground or pasture, with livestock being moved
there in summer, leaving the permanent settlement in early May and returning at
Halloween(Collins 1994, 1415). This saw the movement of people, at least part of
their families, their herds and flocks to this area from winter quarters in the lowlands
to take advantage of the summer griiese (Johnsoret.al. 1994) In his analysis of

the system of transhumaneeCGornwall,Herringhasargued that the socieconomic
benefits derived from transhamce must have been substantial, such as the
exploitation of grazing ground, 60t oo ma
remove livestock from cultivated opdéni e I(Hkrsiny 1996, 39) The annual
migration would also have meant abandoning the permanent settlement or,
alternatively, 6splittingd the househol d
back in thehendre(Herring 1996, 35)He believed that this form oAlpine-style
transhumance ended in Cornwall around 1100&I&rring 1996, 37) He sayshere

is no documentatiothat suggests Alpine transhumance continued in Cornwall after
this date Insteadjt was replaced by a Mediterranean form of transhumancedhat
livestock being moved to the uplands in charge of professional herders, a practice
that continued into the nineteenttentury (Herring 2007a, 47) This type of
transhumance practiced in relatively recent times involved herdsttté end flocks

of sheep beingakento Bodmin Moor from outlyingquite distant, lowland districts
between mieMay and late October where they were tended by professional
herdsmen (without theiramilies), who were employed bthe owners of this
livestok, who were either tenant farmers or landownglshnson and Bonney
1994) This suggestthat at one leveAlpine-style transhumance, with at least part of

the families moving with their herds from a relativelgar permanent settlement in

the lowlands tothe uplands, had died out, perhaps as early as Herring suggests.
However, an extandeventeenttentury poem seems to hint that the latter form of
transhumance continued on in Cornwall into the post medieval panddthat
Herring is incorrect. This poens interesting in that it also suggests one of the
reasons for transhumance i s that It al | c
(i.e. home) to be kept as winterage to feed c@@teinds 1947)

A variety of structures, mostly of subctangular stpeand rounded external ends
are associated with tramsmance practice on Bodmin Mo@lfohnsonet.al. 1994)
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These huts are usually found in groups, around 20m apart and associated with a
single small pen or enclosu(elerring 2007b, 4®). They measurappioximately

4m by 2m internally suggesting single or at most double occupancy, while the space
between the huts is said to indicate private ownership used for tethering animals
overnight(ibid.).

Butterstor

C S
P ad

Fig. 207 Bodmin Moor transhumancehuts, Cornwall (after Herring 1996, 38)

Subrectangular singkeoomed, tranisumant huts with rounded endsid a single
doorway were recorded on Bodmin Moor, while a second group at Brockabarrow
Commonto the north east of Bodmin Moor, included huts of circidad sub
rectangular form, with one or two rooms and separate wy@ in each
compartment (Figs. 202). Transhumance huts are also found within older
archaeological Bronze Age and Iron Age moemits, as ateskernick(Benderet.al.
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2007) Speculation on the motivation fae-use of these older monumeritgas
included territorial connection with ancestors and their spititerring 2011)
However, it may just be a simple-use of a site centuridater, using its scattered
stones in an entirely practical way to build a new house to be used for transhumant

purposes.
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Fig. 217 Brown Willy transhumance huts (left) and (right) ; Fig. 221 Brockabarrow Common,
Bodmin Moor (after Herring 1996, 38)
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In conclusion, there is some evidence to suggest that transhumance of some form
was taking place in Cornwall as early as 1000BC. Ptaree evidence suggests that

this practicewas certainly in place by the beginning of the early medieval period.
There is eme debate about when an Alpifem of transhumance, with families
going to the shielings, ended in Cornwall. It may have ended abad00 being
replaced by a Mediterranedype of transhumance which saw professional herders
bring livestock and sheep to Bodmin Moor. This type of transhumance ended in the
eighteenth century but some evidenalso suggests that an Alpirfierm of

transhumance eexisted beside it, ending in theventeenth century.

2.77 Wales

The Welshlanguage wordbdafodandhendrewere associated with transhumance in
Wales from at least the early medieval period, if not the Iron dwmeards The
termshafoty and hafotai are generally el in north Wales, wha in mid-andsouth
Walesthe termshafod and hafodyddare preferredDavies 1985, 76)Hendrewas

the name given to a permanent settlement in the lowlands, under the 225m contour,
where crops were grown in summer. Alternatively, ibéodhafotywas the smmer
dwelling and transhumance site in the uplands or mountains, where grazing for
animals, notably cattle, was availaljfgayce 195%6, 117; Davies 1973, 1.3May

Day was the traditional day for removal to thafod and fines were imposed on
people whoflouted this tradition, as in the example of lorwerth Gethin who was
fined two shillings at Harlech iAD1326 for keeping his cattle icommuni pasture

del Hendreveafterthe £ May. All Souls Day (2 November) was the traditional

date for the return to the permanent settlement (ibid.). The hafod is generally
situated above 182m OD and the hendre below 225m OD. Themeiiod which
means O6May dwellingé and/ or 0 maydhdvee dwe
represented a middle station, to be stayed atimndnvirons grazed for a while
between summer and winter dwellings but evidence for this is scanty and needs more
research(Davies 1973, 25)It was said that soils on Old Red Sandstone bedrock
produced more fertile soils than other upland rock formations and allbafedaito

be built high in the uplands and livestock to graze at altitudes as high as 365m OD
(Fig. 23; Crampton 1966, 104)
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As can be seen from this discussion, it is generallyebed that transhumance in
Wales was of the Alpine type that saw the movement of people and cattle in the
summer from a permanent settlement in the lowlands to upland pastures. However,
Aston has also suggested that a form of lowland transhumance wasqarattsome

parts of Wales during the medieval peri@kton 1997b, 103)This saw cattle and
other livestock being moved by people in summer from permanent settlements in the
lowlands to lowlying pastures and callow areas along rivers. This was bedwsese t
pastures were either flooded or were too wet to be grazed in winter and could only be
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utilised for grazing during the summer months (ibid.).
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Fig. 231 Hafotai on the north-facing slope of CefrCwm-Llwch in the Brecon Beacongafter
Crampton 1966 103.

Hay would be cut and saved at these lowland transhumance sites during the late
summer months tofAston 1997b, 103)Excavation in 1980 at an upland site, close

to a Bronze Age cairn, neltaen Cetion the Gower peninsula realed four circular

cairns in which stone was visible. The first contained a rectangular structure
constructed of earth and stone bonded with clay, measuring 2.6m by 2.05m with an
entrance in the south east. Fragments of wall plaster were found withimuttere

and these were dated to 17¥/820. The other three cairns contained the remains of

a stone wall thought to be part of a yard, a cressleaped bank of earth and stone
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0.3m0.4m high, possibly a support for a lenroof, and a circular bank efarth,
measuring 3.6m by 3.5m with a gap in the west and an earthen floor burnt red. The
site was thought to be a ldtafodor transhumance sit@Vard 1980, 7). Peate, in

his 1944 bookrhe Welsh Housedescribed the averad®fod of general medieval

and posimedieval date as simpleneroomed structures with low stone walls that
could be of rectangular, subctangular (i.e. with rounded ends) or ovoid shape
(Peate 1944)However,hafotai on the northfront of the Brecon Beaconsere of
rectangular form with rounded external corners and were divided internally into two
and three rooms, with no evidenfw a fireplace, thouglthere may have been a
hearth and a smoke hole at one end of the structure (Fig. 24). R&iesai were

constructed with double walling and anfifling of stony rubble(Miller 1967b, 107
10).
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Fig. 247 Hafotai on the Black Mountain, Wales(after Crampton 1968, 122)
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Upland transhumance settlementsfodydd are found right across Wales in the
medieval period and later, usually at altitudes above the permanent farm, in valleys
and on hillsides. They can be found singly or in groups as at Nant Criafolen in
Denbighshire (Fig. 25). Associated with thafod were small enclosures used to

corral young animals or for cultivatiq@ilvester and Kissock 2012, 159)

Nant Criafolen

Fig. 257 Hafod Nant y Criafolen (redrawn and modified from Allen 1979b, 27)

Allen (Fig. 25; 1979bexcavated a transhumamnsitecontaining seven structures

Hafod Nant y Criafolefin Denbighshiren 1973 and 1974 in advance of the flooding

of the Brenig Valley to create a reservdihe structures were contained within a
small enclosure, adjacent to a larger enclosure motievidence of habitation. The

huts were constructed with boulders and shale slabs, mainly in drystone but some
had solil infills and clay mortar. They were rectangular in shape and measured 6m by
4m, with two larger examples of 8.44m by 4.4m and andtiegrhad been extended
from an original 6m by 4m to 12.5m in length. The hearths were located off centre
and the huts were divided unequally into two compartments. Finds included pony
shoes and metal spurs. A radiocarbon date of -14540 was obtained fahe site

(Allen 1979b, 23)

At Er Wenin Gwynedd, three rectangular structures interpreted as transhumant

houses, were found overlying a prehistoric enclosure and the remains of a round
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house that had subsequently been used as a cattle fold. One of the structures was
excavated and was found to have been constructed with large boulders which had a
pebble coreg(Kelly 1988, 128) The entrance was in the northern corner of the
building. Find from the excavation indicated an occupation date at some stage

between the thirteenth and sixteenth centuries (ibid.).

Surprisingly, apart from these two sites, féafod sites have been scientifically
dated. The houses at Gelligaer Common probably ttathe twelfth to fourteenth
century but their exact status is in disp(f®x 1937) Others atHafod Nant y
Criafolen in Denbighshire an&8lwich yr Hendrein Cardiganshire are thought to date
to the latdifteenth and sixteenth centu¢gllen 1979b, 159).

Sir John David Rhys (Sion Dafydd Rhys, 188309), physician and grammarian, is
said to have resided inmefodin the upper reaches GwmLlwch while working on

his Grammar, indicating that transhumance was still being practised in the Brecon
Beacons during the sixteenth centukilliams 1964)

It seems that somieafod sites had become permanent settlements by the thirteenth
century, presumably due to a population increase in the lowlands. This process had
accelerated by the sixteenttentury (Davies 1973, 16) This may suggest that
transhumance had died out in many parts of Wales BYp1600. Nevertheless, the
famous Welsh naturalist and antiquarian Thomas Pennanthedftataior O s u mme r
daryhousesd6 associ at e Walegintl4v8. Ha desctribésummed n ¢ e
appears to be transhumance of the Alpine type in the Snowdon district of north
Wal es at t hi sThig moomgainoudHteact scareely gields any corn. Its
produce is cattle and sheep, which, during the summer, keep \gnyirhithe
mountains, followed by their owners, with their families, who reside in that season in
Hafodtai, or summer daifjouses, as the farmers in the Swiss Alps do in their
Sennes. These houses consist of a long low room, with a hole at one enduto let

the smoke from the fire, which is made beneath. Their furniture is very simple:
stones are the substitutes of stools: and the beds are of hay, ranged along éhe walls
(Pennant 1883, 2680). This is clear evidence of transhumance involving whole
families or at least a large portion of them going to mountain pastures in a part of
Wales at a late date and it must be presumed that the practice died out sometime in
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the earlynineteentttentury.

2.81 Conclusions and Discussion

There is much debate about the origins of transhumance in Europe although all seem
to be in agreement that the practice was in widespread use across the Continent by
the Late Bronze Agésee2.0). The evidence for what apprs to be transhumance in
Cornwall from aound 1000 BC isnteresting in the context of these islands, with the
first definite evidence for the practice coming from the Iron Age on the Isle of Man
(see2.4). This evidence seems to suggest that by latkigtary, transhumance was
practised on the island of Britain, or at least in parts of it. It would seem that the
question ofwhen transhumance became widespread across Europe can only be
achieved by archaeological excavation and the analysis of artefactdiahnimal
skeletal assemblages from complimentary lowland and upland (gitasld and
Greenfield 2006, 18)Evidence from this chaptersal clearly shows that an Alpine

form of transhumance existed in parts of upland Britain asakthe eighteenth ah
nineteenthcenturies, with the practice lingering on in Lewis in Scotland until the
1950s(see2.3). Transhumance is still practised in some countries, such as Spain,
Greece and parts of Scandinavia. Major changes, however, have occurred in these
places,one being that livestock involved in the Mediterranetyte, longdistance

transhumance are now transported by train or lorry

It was shown that two types of transhumance have been recognised in Ethnepe
Alpine form of the practice and the Mediteremm one.There are, of course,
similarities etween the two systems. In bogeople mostly moved with their
livestock from a lowland permanent settlement to an upland site in summer, or
participated in longlistance horizontal movements. It is clear that both systems
came into being as a result of a realisation that upland anidridvareas, with
different climatic regimes, could be used to effect in the yearly grazing strategies of
farming communities throughowurope (Davies 1941, 1567). This would have
provided a buffer against starvation, particularly in areas of margind| lahere

there was a limited amount of pasture in the lowlands. However, we must not see this
practice as being only associated with subsistence farming as transhumance also

allowed farmers across Europe to keep additional livestdek more than if onf
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the pastures around the permanent, usually lowland, settlement were used. This
means thatthrough time transhumance added to the wealth of many of the
communities and individuals who carried out this practice on a yearly basis. These
are the reasons whsanshumance seems to have been a fairly ubiquitous, traditional
practice across areas of Northern and Mediterranean Europe. The balancing of
summer and winter food resources required the careful rotation of pastures and social
adjustments. Across Europgnctions were enforced against overstocking to ensure
that animals would have sufficient foods to survive over winter and social solidarity
within groups must have increased due to the communal effort needed to move
livestock and manage both upland and/lénd pasturgDavies 1941, 167)The
associations of the beginning and end dates of transhumance movements across
Europe with feast days, shows how important the practice was across the continent in
the past (ibid.).

In the cultural sphere, it has beeanggested that transhumance encouraged the
development and growth of music, stdefling, festivals and in some areas
encouraged the wearing of distinctive clothing, as for example, the elaborate long
woollen cloaks and hats, worn by Vlach transhumantregece, who also carried a
wooden crook, carved in the form of a sheph®ce and Thompson 1972Z)ther
paraphernalia associated with transhumance includebetls; the Alphorn, the
Carpathian flute, reed horn and bagpipes. The famous Swiss yodélealeds well

known Basque cry were also associated with transhumance. Magic and superstition

were also linked to the practice across Europdiones 2005, 35%9).

The ubiquity of the practice of transhumance across Europe is testimony to the
importanceof the system in economic and social terms in the past and it deserves
more attention from archaeologists than it has received to date. In an archaeological
context, the patterning of permanent and transhumance sites in any given landscape
must be vieweds the complimentary components of the same economic and social

system, not as single entities unrelated to one andgdweres 2005, 357)

These are the similarities associated with the general practice of transhumance across
Europe. A quick review, however, shows that the main differences between the
Mediterranean and Alpine styles of transhumance are fourfold. Firstly, cattle, often
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dairy cattle, predominated as the main type of livestock moved to summer pastures in
northern and central Europe. Sheep and goats were the main species moved in the
Mediterranean areas. Secondly, the distances transhumants and their livestock moved
in the Alpinesystem were far less tha@imosecovered in the Mediterranean system.
Thirdly, there was a tendency (which was not universal) for only herders to go to the
summer pastures in the Mediterranean system, rather than families or at least a
substantial proporn of them, as occurred in the Alpine system. Fourthly, due to the
climatic differences, crops were grown in winter in Mediterranean areas, rather than

the summer, as in northern and central parts of Europe.

Most transhumance movements across Europenbegaveen April and June. For
example, the Vlachs began (and some still begin) their movement of stock on St
Geor geds D' April ¢WacetamdeThotBson 1972, 4&) appears that in
Scandinavia transhumants left their permanent settlements atdgimmibg of June

for the uplands and came back down again in late August or early Sepiseder
2.2). This movement was clearly dictated by climate and nothing more, as snow lay
on the ground until the former month and the weather had deterioratedund the

1 September making it difficult to stay up in the mountgsee2.3). In Scotland

and Wales historical accounts suggest that the transhumantsospem mme r 6 i n
upland shielingsbut are not that specific about exact dafese 2.3). Howeer,
accounts from northern England specifically state that this movement took place in
April, with the transhumants and their livestock returning to the permanent
settlement in lat&ugust €ee2.2). Late August seems an early time to be returning,

as theweather is still relatively warm in Britain well into October. This may be
linked to a desire by the transhumants to harvest or help in the harvesting of their
crops around the permanent settlement in late August/September. Late evidence from
Cornwall sugests that the transhumze movement began there in pt&y, with
livestock being brought down to the permanent settlement in Odfsd®.5).

It is also clear from the evidence from Scotland in the eighteenth century,
Scandinavia from earliest timesttte present and the Isle of Man from the Iron Age
through the medieval period that crops and vegetables were grown at many
transhumance sites. Hay was also saved in plé®s2.2). This suggests that

Rammdés view that any upland settl ements

75



are not transhumant sites but permanent settlements is f(Raeadnet.al. 1970, 6
7). Put simply, evidence for crop growing can occur at transhumance sites in upland

areaqsee2.5.1).

It is also clear from Scotland in particular that circylavoid and subrectangular

(i.e. rectangular houses with rounded, curving ends) shaped houses were commonly
in use as transhuent dwellings as late as thHate-eighteenth century a@nsome
appear to have been built in that century too (see 2.3).

Again, lastly, it must be emphasised that transhumance is not nomadism.
Transhumants had permanent homes, around which crops were grown, addanove
the semipermanent huts in the same locas year after year. Nomads follow a
seasonal migratory pattern, have no permanent homes and live in tents or moveable

dwellings(seel.l).
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Chapter 3 7 Transhumance in lIreland 7 a Literature
Review

3.07 Introduction

Fig. 267 Map of booley placenames in Ireland, including four new additions for the Civil
Parish of Achill (redrawn and modified from Graham 1954, 8)
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This chapter outlines the historical evidence for booleying in Ireland and the work
carried out to date by various scholars on the subject of transhumance thrdabghout
country This, in turn, like Chapter 2, will lay the foundations for later chapters
dealing with evidence for the practice in the Civil Parish of Achill. A number of
questions are asked in this chapteat can be linked to the aims of the thesis (see
1.2). What is the earliest reliabtate forevidenceof transhumance in Ireland? Are
there problems associated with identifying transhumant sites in the Irish landscape
today? What is the morphology of the structures associated with booleying? How

and when was the practice carried out in different parts of the country?

It must be pointed ouhat there was considerable amount of movement of livestock

in later medieval Ireland that was not transhumance. For example, the term
caoraigheachtvas used in the sources to describe groups, often dispossessed of their
original lands, who wandered theountry with their herds of livestock,
predominantly cattl e, pasturing them on
permission(Simms 1986, 379; Lucas 1989,-8% Linked to this was the fact that
certain but not alpoets and other men of learningjo enjoyed special status in later
medieval Ireland, also moved with their herds, servants and families from place to
placei presumably in search of patronage and work from benefdctwtably grat

Gaelic and Gaelicised lordslicholls 1987, 414)As noted already, theriteriathat
differentiatedtranshumance from nomadism is that transhumants move to summer
pastures from permanent settlements, while nomads move with deensefrom

place to place and daot have a fixed abodege 20). Arguably, amovement of
livestock like thecaoraigheachtwas not transhumance but a form of nomadism
(often practised by members of the minor elite in sociaty) so this practice is not
really relevant to this thesis. ndemiactherm
in Ireland up to the seventeenth centurpeing an essential part of warfare in the
country throughout the early and later medieval periods. Two hundred and seventy
four cattle raids are recorded in the Annals of U]dtarexamplepetween tk nnth

and sixteenth centurigkucas 1958, 109) Creach was the term used for both the
raid and for the cattle taken in the rdldicas 1989, 125)Cattle raids also saw the
movement of cattle from one place to another but was cleatlyranshumance
(Lucas 1989, 68, 85, 125, 146; Nicholls 1987, 41idhas also been noted that cattle

and other livestock throughout later medieval Gaelic and Gaelicised Ireland were
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driven off by their owners from permanent settlements and pastures in times of
trouble and lden away in adjacent remote places, such as woodland, mountain
valleys and bogland, until peace was restored. They were therhbilmack to their

home pasturefNicholls 1987, 418111; O' Conor 1998, 101k is entirely possible

that cattle were broughup and hidden in upland transhumant sites, for example,
during the Desmond wars when tearl of Ormond seized 2000 cows from tearl

of Desmond who wholieo(@€$8PI, 158954592, 137)Thes practice a 06
of hiding cattle was not transhumance but a form of economic defence against attack
from the outside. Upon the withdrawal of an invading force from any given area, the
inhabitants of the district could come out of their hiding with theirnmaealth,

cattle, intact. This was a highly sensible way of keeping cattle secure from being
takenduring times of war and unre@' Conor 1998, 10401)

There is also the question of periodic land redistributioa form of partible
inheritance and arpctice about whichelatively little is known.Large amounts of

land (but by no means all) in later medieval Gaelic Ireland were owned by the whole
patrilineal family group and naby the individual or even nuclear family. Land
appears to have been heidallodial ownership by the group and was periodically
redistributed (usually on the death of a member) amongst individuals in the kin
group in ways that varied from region to reg{dicholls 1972, 1012, 3738, 5764;

1987, 43@33; O' Conor 1998, 75, 97This system clearly meant that individuals
with their families and livestock would regularly move from one part of the family

lands to another but it was a social practice and not transhumance.

FergusKelly (1998, 4344) has indicated that farmers duwy the early medieval
period might send their cattle to graze to nearby damp meadows or to an adjacent
turlough in summer, as these could not be used in winter because they were flooded.
As farmers still do this, it must be presumed that the practicancet right
throughout the later medieval period. This is also not transhumance as the farmers

would have returned to their home settlements at night (ibid.)

This discussiorshows that that there were different forms of movement of people
and their livesack in later medieval Ireland, other than true transhumance. This must
have been confusing to English observers and it is clear that these various forms of
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movement |l ed to false accusations that t
colonial referencen 1596AD st at es t hat the native 171
country like wild men fleeingrfom one pl a c(Michdll1987,M@%).ot her 6
Again, for example, the English administrator, Fynes Moryson, compared the Irish to
nomad in the very early senteenthcentury (Kew 1998, 2930). Sir John Davies
(15691626), the Welslborn lawyer and colonial administrator, railed against
periodic land redistribution or o&6lrish g
the I rish were rgdHqg wnalkd ngnd h@aweesvibilit a a | |
357). English colomal officials in late sixteentltentury Ireland, such as Edmund

Spenser and Sir Richard Bingham, often compare the Irish to the nomadic and
barbarous Scythians and Tarté@anny 1973, 5888). However, work by scholars

iIs showing these colonial accusations of nomadism to be untrue and that permanent
settlements in the form of crabgs, cashels, ringforts, tower houses, villages, small

towns and complex field systems existed in later med@eallic IrelandO' Conor

1998, 731072001, 32945, 2013, 3138; FitAatrick 2009, 27.B06) Great wealth

also seems to have existed in later medieval Gaelic and Gaelicised Ireland, as
evidenced, for example, by the explosion of friary buildirgn the late fourteenth

century into the sixteenth centufieask 1960, 89473) This wealth was at least

partly, if not entirely, due to the export of cattle hides from Gaelic and Gaelicised
lordships. Literally thousands of cattle were owned by indi@idGaelic and
Gaelicised lords in later medieval Irelafiicholls 1987, 413)

The corollary to the fact that different forms of livestock movement took place in
later medieval Gaelic Ireland for this thesis is that care needs to be taken when
examining the edited primary sources for what are definite references to
transhumance from the early medieval period onwards, as opposeetdooths of
livestock movememoted above.

3.171 Historical references to booleys and booleying in Ireland.

The artaeologist A. T. Lucas maintained that in Ireland pastoral farming
predominated over tillage fromn. 2000BC onwards into early medieval times, as
cattle bones formed a high proportion of remains from many archaeological sites.
This has led to the belief ahtranshumance existed in Ireland throughout much of
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the prehistoric period, although there is little direct evidence {auitas 1958, 104)

The evidence for transhumance in the early medieval period is much stronger. The
Senchas Mois a group of legl texts written down in the eighttentury somewhere

in the northMidlands. One reference in this source refers to a law relating to the
preservationfrom the depredations of cattl® summer of corn and grass for
winterage at what appears to be the p&ena settlement and states that
pepl e/ |l i vest oc kn May [Ray filog ¢he grgen af the oldoresidence
(senlios i.e. the permanent sett |[(@geertranshurhaot a s u
s i t e )leavang te gfassland (of the transhumant gae)he old residence .6

the permanent site) about Novembera@elly 1998, 44) This seems to be a clear

cut reference to transhumance, apparentlythefAlpine type (see 2.1) being in
existence as an economic praetin Ireland during the eighttentury and probably
earlier. Furthermore, it suggests that at least some people left their permanent
settlement, around which grass was teftgrow for winterage and corfoats)was
alsoleft growing, on or around thé"May and that they returned six ntbs later on

or about the ¥ November. Again, a reference to a summer milking plargd), a
probable transhumance site, in a forest clearing in what is now-sasth_aois,
possibly in the Cstlecomer Plateau, occurs in an account of the life dfatieesighth
century SaintMéael Ruéin of Tallagh{Senchas Mar, 335; Kelly 1998, 44) This
reference to what appears to be transhumance in a forest clearing is interesting, as
ash foliage was traditionally said to maintain lactation in cows duhegautumn

period (Carrier 1932, 12)There may also be a reference to transhumance being
carried out in a wated valley close to Glendalough,the probably twelfth century

Life of Saint Kevin Again, the reference suggests that while in the uplands, the
pastire in question was within woodlandKelly 1998, 44) Another possible
reference to transhumancecacs in the eightinth centuryTochmarc EtaingThe
Wooing of Etain). Here the cowherd Findlam of Tara and his wife slept for the night
in a hut in a wildemessarea close to where cattle were confined in an enclosure or
baaile (Lucas 1989, 241; Kelly 1998, 44)here is also a reference to what appears

to bea transhumant site in tHafe of St Senan involvinghe forcible removal of

cattle when 6 a s s$traggle took place between them in thedshi of the
communi t y 6 ar lab buailedd yind choltchinn Kenneth Nicholls, pers
comm.). In all, references in the edited and unedited early medieval historical
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sources, be they the Law Tracts, hagiograptaak, or the annals, have led scholars
like Lucas(1989, 6367) and Kelly (1998, 4345) to concluce that farming in early
medieval Ireland included the practice of transhumance or booleying, although they
admit that many of the references to the actuatipe from this period araferred,

rather than explicitAudrey Horning(2004, 201)postulates an origin for the praszi

of transhumance in Ireland in the terntury but does not elaborate on how she

came to this conclusion.

It is noticeable thathe termairge seems to mean or sometimes nsaatranshumant
milking place, both lowland and upld, until to at least the tentbentury and
possibly as late as the twelftentury, whilea later formfrom the twelfthcentury

airidh, is widely used to deote largely lowland transhumance in Scotlavidriant

forms of airge, such aserg and aergi were used in the English Midlands and in
Northern Englandsee 2.5.1; Higham 1978; Fellowensen 1980)he wordbuaile

seems to mean a cattle enclosure at betftmpnent and transhumant settlements
during this period, at least frorAD700 onwards, and possibly before, or even
extending back into the late Iron AgBaul Tempan, pers. commAt somestage

before the late sixteenttentury, possibly as early as thwetfth century, the latter

word replaced the former one as meaning a transhumantkédermairge is now

extinct in Ireland, apart from a small number of place names in County Kerry. The
post medieval words booley and booleying, which are still used by scholars to
describe both the practice of and places associated with transhumance in Ireland, are
andicised versions of the worduaile (Lucas 1989, 31; Kelly 1998, 4&%; O
Moghrain 1943, 167) However, the term booley was only ambiguously applied to

the practice of transhumance from the sixteenth century, so its occurrence as a place
name is not a pds/e indication of medieval transhuman@@ Moghrain 1943, 167;

Aalen 1964b, 65)

The later medieval period in Ireland can be defined as lastingdrdd00 until the
first years of lhe seventeentltentury and incorporates both the hignd late
medievé periods(see 1.1; O' Conor 1998, xip 1169, the AngleNormans invaded
Ireland and by.1250 had taken over large parts of the country. However, large parts
of Ireland remained under the control of Irishe(i Gaelig lords In some areas,

furthermore,Anglo-Norman lords were technically in control and there was some
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English settlement on the ground but in these places the local Gaelic elite was not
displaced but continued in occupation of their lastl.4). These Irish lords paid

a yearly tributed their new overlords in much the same way as they had done to pre
Norman Irish provincial kings. The Gaeliominated areas included most of
Connacht, Ulster west of theaBn, West Munster, much of thedéands and most of

the bogland andupland zones irastern IrelangdNicholls 1972, 13; 1987, 398; O
Conor 1998, 73)Furthermore, tenants of Gaelic stock, men of lower status holding
land under Irish law, were common on Andllerman manors in even the most
colonized parts of eastern Irelanthis discus®n shows that there was actually very
little disruption caused by the AngMorman invasion across wide swathes of
Ireland and the corollary to thistisatmany economic and social practices continued

on in these areas as befoedthough developinghrough time. The overwhelming
evidence suggests that while there was some cultivation of crops, particularly oats
but also some wheat, the economy of these Gdeliainated parts of medieval
Ireland was largely pastoral in nature, with huge herds of catdsted to in the
surviving native and colonial historical sources, with dudes being a major export

from these regionsas stateclready(Nicholls 1972, 131144; 1987, 413; O' Conor
1998, 41) It might be added that one tife features of late thirteenghd fourteenth
century Ireland was the fact that large parts of Afdbwman Ireland were re
conquered by the Gaelic Irish and, also, many old colonial families became
Gaelicised and adopted many features of Irish cultuck this included a move
towards keeping large herds of cattle, something that was also aided by a
deterioration i n ctl3@ADithatimade d ltagler o growcarh e a f -
(oats, wheat or barleyNicholls 1972, 181; O' Conor 1998, 75, 103)

Surviving historical sources containing detailed economic and social information
about later medieval Gaelic and, to a lesser extent, Gaelicised Ireland are virtually
nonexistent for the thirteenth, fourteenth, éénth and most of the sixteenth
centures. The Gaelic equivalents of AngMorman Manorial Extents and
Inquisitions Post Mortems do not exist. This is partly because the later medieval
Gaelic and Gaelicised elite did not produce precise administrative and economic
records in anything like theame quantity as elsewhere in Western Eu(dieholls

1987, 398, 413; O' Conor 1998, 73) has also been suggested that the great
majority of those records that were produced by the Gaelic elite throughout this
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period were either destroyed in the endemarfare that characterisdéetland from

the late sixteentltentuy until the late seventeenttentury or lost through simple
archival neglect over the last 800 ye@&cholls 1987, 398)This all means that

very little information exists about exactlyWw agriculture and stoekearing wa
carried out throughout Gaeliand Gaelicisedlominated parts of later medieval
Ireland. This situatio changes in the late sixteenth and seventeestiuries, as
more detailed information is available from this periaoout the economy and
society of Gaelic Ireland, although much of this comes from colonial sources and
English administrators, many of which were biased against and hostile to the native
Irish (ibid.). Again, it has been suggested that many of the econamdicsocial
practices observed throughout Gaelic and Gaelicised Iredadd 1600 were in
existence throughout the whole later medieval period. In other words, whils this
open to question, evidence from |aigteenth or early seventeentbntury Gaelic
Ireland has been used to provide insights into what were the normal social and
economic practices throughout native and Gaelicised Irish lordships from the twelfth
through to the early sixteentgentury (ibid.).

What does this discussion mean for thissis? It is evident from the above that
there are no direct histoal references to transhumarmmdleying occurring
anywhere in Ireland throughout most of the later medieval period. It will be shown
below that the firstdefinite evidence for transhum@nin Ireland comes in a
relatively hostile account of the practice given by an English official and colonist
written down in the 1590s. Does this lack of evidence mean that transhumance did
not take place anyvene in Ireland from the twelftltentuy throwgh to the late
sixteenthcentury? The lack of direct evidence does make this question difficult to
answer with certainty but it is felt that the evidence (such as it is) does suggest that
transhumance took place during this period. Certainly the greatiarstof later
medieval Gaelic Ireland, Professor Kenneth Nicholls, does believe that booleying
was a feature of this whole period but offers little evidence to support this view,
other than reiterating the historicalytested fact that great cattle herdxisted
within native and Gaelicised lordslsjpmplying that transhumance was part of the
agricultural system that created such massive nunibicbolls 1972, 137; 1987,

413). Other historians such as Lenn@®@005, 45)and historical geographers such a
Graham (1953, 1954; 1970nlso believe that booleying was a common practice
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throughout the Gaelkdominated parts of later medieval Ireland, but also offer little
direct evidence. So, what arguments can be put forward for booleying being an
economic pratice that was carried out across Ireland during all of the later medieval
period?  Firstly, it would appear from the available historical sources that
transhumance existed in early medieval Ireland. Secondly, it was argued above that
the AngleNorman inva®n had little impact over large swathes of the country and it
must be presumed that economic practices such as transhumance continued across
the country, particularly in Gaehdominated areas, during later medieval times.
Thirdly, there should be no suige that there are no direct references to the practice

in the available historical sources, as hardly any contemporary detailed records of
economic practices of any sort exist for later medieval Gaedland until the late
sixteenthcentury. Fourthlyfollowing Nicholls (1987, 413)the fact that booleying
appears to be well established when first noted in the 1590s is a strong hint that it

was a longheld practice.

There is another reason why booleying must have been carried out right throughout
the later medieval period to be eventually noted in print by a colonial official in the
1590s. Huge herds existed in later medieval Gaelic Ireland, as noted, and were the
main form of wealth and the basis of all political power. Many of the main foods
consumedby people of all classes were products derived from dairyirogitter,

milk, sour curds and whely along with beef and blood drawn from the living cow
mixed with oatgNicholls 1987, 413)Nevertheless, crops were also grown around
permanent sites isummer time, particularly oats but also wheat and(Nieholls

1987, 41112). It is generally heldthat these fields were not enctasby banks,
ditches and hedgestbne walls but were protected by relativélignsy, postand

wattle fencegNicholls 1987 411). Furthermore, the available evidence suggests that
little or no hay was saved in later medieval Gaelic Irelaadsituation that continued

in many parts of the cotry up to the late seventeentbntury(e.g. Topographia
Hibernica, 14). Instead, grss in many fields around settlements was protected and
preserved during the summer season and was not grazed by cattle or any other
livestock. This standing grass was then used as winterage and grazed by cattle over
the winter monthgNicholls 1987, 415; ucas 1989, 3485). It is interesting to note

that at leastsome older farmers still use this system in parts of north Roscommon.
These farmers maintain that this grass becomes mortalplaléo cattle after the first
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frost, which occurs sometime in late tBloer, probably because of some chemical
reaction which sweetens the grass and n
comm.). This all suggests that it would have been difficult to accommodate the
historically-attested large herds of cattle around permansettlements in
summertime as fields were either under cultivation or being preserved for winterage.

A sensible solution would have been to move the livestock to summer pastures
elsewhere, such as in the uplands. This evidence suggests that booleyiag was
sensible option in this scenario and so it is argued that the practice was an essential
part of the agricultural system in many parts ofdnel during later medieval times,

even if there are no direct historical references to booleying before theixiaienth

century.

Edmund Spenser (1588), the Londofborn poet, colonist and Elizabethan official,
was a typical example of the New English who flooded into Ireland during the
Elizabethan re&eonquest of the island. Spenser was appointedtaegte Lord Grey,

the Lord Deputy (i.e. governor) of Irelandn 1579 and supported
treatment of the Irish. His traét View of the Present State of Irelamehs published

in 1596 and typifies English attitudes to Irish society at tima¢,t expressing open
hostility to it and portraying it as backward and sav@é@eughlan 2003)This all
seems to have been used as a-jpatification for the English appropriation of
Catholic Irish landhat was happening at the tif®mms 1987, 78)Spenser, in this
respect, was granted,0®0 acresof land in Co. Cork during the Plantation of
Munster after the Desmond Rebellion. His house at Kilcolman, Co. Cork was burnt
by Irish rebels during the Nine Years Warhis little son dying in the attack
(Coughlan 1989, 4&4).

Spenserirdr ms us i n 15I&é theihcattle andHive thémselveshfor i
the most part of the year bollies(booleys), pasturing upon the mountain and waste
wyld places, and removing still to fresh pasture as trese deastured the former

d ay @&iew of the Present State of Ireland, 49his particular reference is
somewhat ambiguous as it could be referring to either a straightforward form of
Alpine-style transhumance or to tlwaoraigheachtpositedaboveto be aform of
nomadic pastoralism. Arguably, however, Spenser could have been referring to both
practices and effectively mixing them up, seeing them as basically being the same
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thing. However, another reference by Spenser does tebereferring to an Alpine

form of transhumance as he notes el sewhe
life and a fit nursery for a thi@fin particular he dislikes the Irish manner of keeping

bollies in summer upon the mountains and living after that savage sort (figie

of the Present State of Irelanil57). It is very clear that Spenser disapproved of
booleying andalsothe caoraigheachtalthough he realised that there was excellent
summer pasture on the mountains and ot
alowi ng 6t housandsdé of cattle to é&®.ekiept.
booleying) in isolated places led to outlawry. Tialies were too easily used as
hideaways for o6outl awsdéd and IlIrish rebel s, \
to Speser (ibid.). It is noteworthy that Spenser appreciated the economic sense
behind transhumance and the grazing of cattle in isolated, marginal areas but clearly
believed its benefits were outweighed by its negative aspects from a political and

military point of view.

PIl. 87 Routeway of transhumants from Keem on the south to Bunena on the north.

Croaghaun Mountain the distance(by courtesy of Dr. Scott Johnson).

lt has al ways been bel i evADt596tas the frsEpens e
recorded references to booleying in Ireland. However, it is noteworthy that Sir
Richard Bingham, the English governor of Connacht, notedDi 591 t hat ot
tenants do shift thei(kenndn2005,47)Thigseemstoer y vy
be some form of reference to transhumance, as it suggests two places of abode
during the year. Furthermore, as noted, there is a reference @ @& being
seized fiem dudbogl the Desmond Rebellion
that the rebel elpf Desmond was hiding in this transhumance isitdD1583 due

to its isolation(CSPI. 15882,566-67).

The overall evidence from these colonial sources suggests that booleying was
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widespread and wedstablished in Ireland in the 1590s. It woalgpear that people

went to the mountains or other o6wyl dodé pl
forests or adjacent to bogland) in May apérg the summer there. Despigalising

the economic benefits of and reasons behind transhumance and even the
caoraigheacht English officials, such as Spenser, disapproved of it because the
people who took part in these movements were difficult to control and Anglicise due

to the isolation of the places they visited in search of grazing for their cattle.

An ealy seventeentltentury reference to what appears to be transhumance states
Othe Irish were now in the summer seasor
ki ne, grazing on t he(CanQarawtManuscipts 466821, i n f ¢
163) It is notevorthy that this reference makes a distinction between mountains and

other fastnesses. This may be a strong hint that bool&yakgplace in lowland areas

at forest and bo@nd not just the uplands at this tifsee 11).

An account of Termonmagrath, Cbyrone, inAD1682 talks about a building that

was sited at what appears to be a permanent settlement that had been formerly used
as a place to store possessions belonging to local inhabitants who were away from
their O6winter dwel henmognsids withotheir ¢catiledlucasu mme r
1989, 60) This seems to be a reference to an Alpine form of transhumance. Roderic
O06 FIl aher-1718) wad a2 Bislspeaking landlord and scholar born in
Moycullen on the edge of Coamara, Co. Galway. He remathe devout Catholic

all his life and this led to the seizure of his estates and to his eventual
impoverishment. Hi€horographical Description of West orlar Connach written

in English in 1684 but not published until 1846, gives an excellent accouhe of
geography, economy and natural history of Connemara and westyCalway. He
describes a very definite form of Alpistyle transhumance in his day being carried

out in the |l atter area as he states O1n
mourtains, where such as looke to the cattle live in small cabins for that 6é@son
Flaherty and Hardiman 1846, -16). Around the same time in the 1690s, John
Dunton, an English traveller is said to have spent a night in a booley which he
described as a singteomed hut with walls of mud and wattle and a roof thatched

with rushes; he said the hut had been newly pubup booley, the proper dwelling

house being some miles further near the sea. He also said that booley houses were
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built each year oO({Duontos,d®Me pl ace or anot hel

The English Catholic, Jacobite diarist and cavalryman John Stevens (died 1726)
leaves an account in 1691 at the end of the Williamite War of simple Irish huts called
creaghts He theé @uneyspeofile, armed in a kind of a hostile manner with
half-pikes and skeins, and soméh scythes and muskets ....asmme will call them
creaghts from the little huts that they live in. These huts they build so conveniently
with hurdles and long turf, that they can remove them in the summer towards the
mountains, and bring them down to the valleys in win{dfurray 1912, 16162).

This referege implies that ordinary Irish people moved from the lowlands to the
mountains in summer and back. Stevens also describes what is céeadigheacht

still in existence at this time but notes sympathetically that this form of nomadism
was common in Iretad during times of war (ibid.). It might be added that the term
creaghtin this case seems to meareat These are effectively oid, oneroomed,

mostly windowless, posindwattle built houses, which have a central hearth and a
hole in their roofs to afiw smoke to escape. These appear to be the homes of people
of the lowest rank in Irish society throughout later medieval times but may also have
been a common form of hut built in upland booley settlements by people of all ranks
(Fig. 28; O' Conor 2002, 7).

Alpine style transhumance was recorded by the Chafdreland, Laoisborn
historian and arti st Wal t er Harris i n
Mountains of Co. Down in 1744, with people moving from the Hillsborough area of

north Down in sumrar tothis areai adis ance of aboutgred5km. I
numbers of poor people resort in summer months to graze their cattle. They bring

with them their Wives, Children and a little wretched Furniture, erect huts, and live

there for two months, and s@times more, and often cut turf to serve the next
returning Season; which done they retire with their Cattle to their former
Habitation® (Harris and Smith 1744, 123 ooleying waslearlyin decline in even

remote aras of Ireland by the nineteentenury and survived only in those areas of

the island that were the least affected by modern economic changes, such as parts of

the west and south west. These parts of Ireland were places where climate and a
mountainous topography meant that there was ldtigivable land butplenty of

upland grazing in the warmer months of sumrf@&raham 1954, 212)The 1830

89



Ordnance Survey Memoirs of County Antrim record what appears to be Alpine
transhumance, although the pr aMahyicde had
them Bolia houses, as being erected for summer dwellings by tharbeaitants,

who, in the latter seasons of the yaa&paired with their cattle tmountain grazing

and there remained themselves dare of them during the seasand sheltered
themselves and produce of theattle in the above temporahabitations....Others
ascribe their erection and@gation to the Danes and otls#rangers who in ancient
times so frequentlynfested different parts of thkingdom. Others ascribe their
foundation and oginal occupation to the ancielish at periods when the lowlands
were in genal under woods and likewise tlseats of wolves and other ferocious
animal® (Ordnance Survey Memorandd@8-79). This reference suggests that
booleying no longettook place in County Antrim at this dat&he practiceof
moving to uplad pasture in summer had also ceased in most parts of Ireland around
this time. For example a deserted booley village, no longer in use, in Bovevagh
Parish, near Dungiven in Co. Demvas described. 1840. It was stated that this
year OThere stands on the mountain bog of
ancient houses. This pkgs locally called Bolies ..Bolies signifies a place where
milch cows were brought togethand milked. They stand in the interior of the bog

or mountain, the number exceeds fifteen, the walls are built of mud and sods varying
in height from 2 to 4 feet (067 1.2m) above the surface of the bog. They vary in
length from 3 to 8 feet (0@ T 2.4m) and 3 to 6 feet in breadth (9 1.8m).
History says nothing about this ancient village, there is no tradition among the
pari shioners concerning t h(©rdnancel Suivey or |
Memoranda, 167; Lucas 1989, 61Jhe fact that booleyig was in decline by the
nineteenthcentury is probably the reason why accounts of the peaatie relatively

few in number(Morris et.al. 1939) One reason for the decline of booleying across
large swathes of Ireland by the mmiheteenthcentury could b linked to the large
increase in population seen in Brt between the late eighteem#ntury and the

early 1840s, which rose froaboutthree million at the end of theighteenthcentury

to about eight million people by 184Balenet.al.1 9 9 7 , &0h 1994) THisr
increase must have pltige pressure on land. It has been said that between 1770 and
1840, there was a fiviold increase of settlements in the uplands over 150m OD
(Aalen et.al. 1997, 84) It is likely that many upland (nybe even lowland)
transhumant sites were settled pemeraly from the late eighteenttentury onwards
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by landhungry people. One elderly man, Séamas O Highne, recalled in 1936 how
his grandfather was the first person to settle permanently on feumenergrazing
grounds atMinna Suileachin southwest Donegal(Morris et.al. 1939, 28898).
Nevertheless, transhumance continued in parts of Donegal untitwitetieth
century. Other accounts relating to transhumancaimeteenthcentuyy Donegal
describe how Mageshamlets in each townland had access to mountain grazing in
the same townland, until population pressure resulted in the permanent settlement of
these old summer pastures (ibid.).

I n the Burren in County Cl ar espraeticed 6i nv e
during post medieval times at leastd probably far earlieLivestock, particularly

cattle, were moved in winter from the adjacent lowlands, where much of the land
was wateflogged, to the Burren uplands, where good nutritious grass andgberba
was available until April. Cattle were brought back to the lowlands then to take
advantage of the lush grass there which idasal for livestock grazingpecause¢he
lowlands were waterlogged in most places in winter but in summer produce, a lush
vegetation ideal for livestock grazirflyloran et.al. 2008) Certainly, the Burren has

been long noted for its exceptional grazing qualities in winter. A reference from
Caithreim Thoirdhealbaighn AD1317 claims h a t t he Baverfloveny was
with milk and yieldingl u s ¢ i o uas$ thag time(€athreim Thoirdhealbaigh ii.

90). This suggestshat this practice was long established in the Burre

3.27 The academic study of transhumance in Irelnd

The earliest attempt in twentiettentury Ireland tounderstand the practice of
tamshumance was carried out by the histori
University Belfast (Evans 1939b, 2022). This stemmed from his interest in
landscape history and therefore involved what is today called theechistorical

approach to archaeology whédristorical societies are defined as distinct ethnic and

cultural groupings according to their material cult(@hilde 1929) The genesis of
Evansd interest in the practicenaohg trans
with H. J. Fleure, his tutor and mentatrthe University of WalesAberystwyth he

co-edited a paper iBouth Carpathian Studies in Roumanianiiwhich the lifestyle

of the Vlach transhumants is discusg¢Edans and Fleure 1939, 58). An earpaper
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by Fleure in East Carpathian Studiesacknowledged that the practice of
transhumance had played an important role in the pastoral life of the Carpathians
(Fleure 1936, 45 . Evanso i nt er eisitlustratedin Arrartislen  t r an
entittedo Donegal Survival sé, publ i she2.in Ant
In this and a subsequertrticle published in the same yedne claimed that the

practice of booleying was necessitated byoperative farming as exemplified in the

Rundale systertEvans 1939a24; 1939b, 211

Like Evans Horning (2004, 201) also sees booleying as being associated with
Rundale. Thisvas a system of agricultural organisation that wlaaracterised by

openfield farming in the vicinity of a settlement, in whichcedamily held scattered

portions of arable land, which may have been redistributextomsion. Commonage

for grazing surrounded these fields and, as noted, could lmmlysed by the
inhabitants of the \lage associated with {Evans 1939a, 226; 1939h 207%22;

1942, 50; Feehan 2003, 1285; Duffy 2004, 952) Evansao knowl edg
transhumance was consideralds, indicated by his article iGeographyin 1940,

which examined the practice of transhumance across EWimns 194Q) His

interest in the subject of transhumance in Ireland continued throughout the 1940s and
1950s and was discussed in his botksh Heritage Mourne Countryand Irish
Folkways(Evans 1942, 585 ; 1951, 1280; 1957, 5464). Evans understood at an

early dage that transhumance could provide a window into which a deeper
understading of latermedieval and posnedieval Gaelic Ireland, particularly in the

more remote areas of the wed Ireland, could be obtainetie was puzzled by the

lack of academicworbn t he subject, saying O6that s
given or any importance attached to this aspect of the Irish past, despitects dir
bearing on the then sociahd cultural as well as the economic development of rural
Ireland, on languageédn | i t er at ur e, (Evanssl942, 52Fwads satwh e ar t
parallels between booleying in Ireland to that practiced in Switzerland and Spain,
citing similarities of customs and practices in these two countries with what
pertainedin Ireland (Evans 194252-54). Evans did not however elaborate on the
different systems of transhumance practiced in these two countries (i.e. Alpine in the
former and Mediterranean in the latteee 2.1),nor did he attempt to classify the

system in Ireland.He saw the sysite of booleying extending back in time toe

Tudor period and noted errors by colonial commentators in Tudor and Jacobean
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times and later historians in differentiating between transance and pastoral
nomadismlnterestingly, e st at ed t Iplanters werehbéterly opgosethi n g
to the creaghts, as the transhumants were called, the custom explains the ease with
which, throughout the seventeenth century, the natives withdrew themselves to the
mountains, where they lived a life that some historiang maistaken for aboriginal
nomadi(Bvan® 1942, 5%5). He saw cattldherding as being as being
subordinate to agriculture, with young people and even whole families migrating
from a permanent, lowland settlement to summer pasture in the uplands (B42ns 1

52) . These seasonal movements from Oba

neglected aspect drish social history and ontnat could explain many features of
traditional life (Evans 1857, 27)This shows that Evans was the first modern scholar

to seriously study the practice of transhumance or booleying in Ireland.

I will now outline the main conclusions reached by later scholarandsag the
subject in Ireland (incorporat iaswellasor e
presenting thevidence from which they drew their viewBlowever, a review of the
excavated evidence for booleying will be outlined and discuss&hapter6 (see

6.1).

3.2.17 Why was booleying carried ot

It has been argued that booleying, regardless of whignstitstarted, was a sensible
economic practice because it maximised the available grazing resources in any given
area throughout the year, including using pastures only easily available in summer,
and allowed larger herds of cattle to be kept by indivifaraners than if only land

was grazed around the permanent settléri@mham 1954, 19)it has also been
suggested that because of the limited availability of arable land in many areas,
booleying was necessary as it allowed more food to be produceeédoaféarge
population(Graham 1953, 749). As already noted, the need keep cattle away

from flimsily-fenced, lowland fields during the growing season for corn and grass
(later to be used as winterage) was another reason why cattle were moved away to
the booleys. Ihas argued that cattle were the healthier if their pastures were changed
regularly and booleying provided an oppoiturto do this (O Moghrain and O
Duilearga 1944, 48) In south west Donegal in 1755 a deficiency disease was given
as the rason why people moved their cattle to the mountain pastures for the summer
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(Graham 1970, 141)asically transhumance prented disease in cattle and kept
them healthy.

3.2.21 How and when in the annual agricultural cycle was the practice of
booleyingcarried out?
Various scholars have assigned dates to when people in different parts of the country
throughout postnedieval times (although much of the evidence comes from
ethnographic ntarial dating to the nineteenttentuy and even the eartyventieth
century) left the permanent settlement for the booley site. Evidemrerforthwest
Donegal suggests that it was common pcactormen to repair and make theoley
huts ready in midMarch, in time for the annual migration to the uplands in early
summe (O hEochaidh 1943)In his book Irish Heritage Evans said that, in
Donegal, the absence of fencing meant that livestock needed to be sent to the
mountain pastures ar d"uMath) &t returied torthec k 6 s
permanent settlementontheldsay of October for Hall owe:c¢
were free to wander over the (Bvdn®1942, t own |
50). Other evidence from Donegal suggest that cattle were driven to the mountain on
the £' May in the charge of young people of both sexes and the summer was spent
by them in rough shelters on the mountain. The cattle were milked twice daily and
the milk waschurned into butter. Dancing andrges were evening activitiésd a n d
there was never a hint of anymp r o p (Morrstetyal61939) Lord George Hill
said the departure of the transhumants for the booley settlement was on a fixed day
each year but does not say which day with a return to the permanent settlement in
time for the Halloween celebratiomsvery late Octobe(Hill 1887, 24; Evans 1957,
35). Buttermaking was the chief occupation of the women at the booley settlements,
followed by knitting, sewing and baskeeaving(Evans 1945, 28). Ua Danachair
described the practice of booleying in t&tee Mountains on the Tipperdry
Limerick border from accounts provided by a Michael Cunningham, a local farmer
aged 80 years in 1940 and, again, refers to booleying in thesetains during the
nineteenttcentury. Cattle were taken to the mountainghia area around the middle
of April and returned to the permanent settlement in early November. Young people
of both sexes looked after the cattle, assisted from time to time by elderly members
of the communityUa Danachair 1945b, 248). Each persomad about twenty to
forty cows to look after. Butter was made at the site and brought down to the
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permanent settlement at regular intervals. It is interesting that the practice in the
Galtees was calledomaointeasiot booleying(Graham 1954, 27) Niall O6 Du f f vy
(born 1874) of Beltany in nortve s t Donegal sai d that I n
from each household accompanied the animals to the mountains in summer and that
this occurred about the beginning of May. They returned to the permanent settlement
at the end of October. The girls spent their time at the booley looking after the cattle
and calves, churning butter which was periodically collected by men from the
permanent settlement, and spinning and knitldghEochaidh 1943, 130)Evans
seemed tahink that the period frorthe £'May to the ' Novemberwas the period
during which most transhumance in #&etl occurred(Evans 1951, 133 which
seems to differ from what he said in 1942 (see above). He also implied that the
townland unit equalled a family grouping (ibid.). This may have meant that the
inhabitants of a particular townland had their grazing within that townland. In
Connemaal, near the Twelve Bens Mountains, Martin Lee (born 1878) recalled his
grandmother relating how during her time, girls went to the booley in May and
returned in October. However, some of them returned home weekly, carrying churns
full of cream on their bds, leaving others to tend the cattle (Graham 1954, 21).
Another account of booleying in south Connemara tells of how the cattle were taken
up to the mountains by girls for a change of pasture in May and again for about four
weeks from the beginning of Augt. They kept the cream from the milk for two to
three days after which they carried it home in churns, taking it in turns to leave the
booley (Graham1954, 24). In the Sperrin Mountains of Co. Tyroneg of the
largest inland, upland areas in Ireland,early nineteenth century report states that
May was the preferred date for the removal of families with their flocks and herds to
the uplandsvhere they remained for the summer living on butter, curds, milk and
crean (Graham 1954, 39)

3.2.3i Siting

A relatively small number of booley sites have been recorded throughout Ireland.
This does not mean that this number in any way equals the total for the country, as
many have not been recorded or they remain unclassgdoted, many sites that
postdate the year 1700 (as many booley sites do) were not recorded by the
Archaeological Survey of Ireland (see 1.5). However, where work has been carried
out, surprising numbers of probable and possible booley sites have been recognised.
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For example, in Donegal,@eliminary list of over eighty potential booley sites have
been compiled by Donegal County Council but this data hasbeen properly
analysed ye{Kerrigan 2011) One further problem is that many sites interpreted as
booley settlements by scholars hretpast (usually and sometimes solely because of
their location in upland areas) have beeinterpreted as permanent settlements or

at least something different by other scholars in recent times (see 6.1). This is
confusing but an attempt will be made this section to analyse the siting
characteristics of sites interpreted at some stage in the past as booley settlements to

see if any patterns emerge.

It is quite clear that an overwhelming majority of sites interpreted as booley
settlements in Irelandre sited in upland locations over 182m OD (i.e. 600 ft),

mainly beside streams and rivdFEg. 29; Sidebotham 1950; Graham 1954; Evans

1958; Aalen 1963, 1964; Williams and Robinson 1983 ; Brannon 1984, 1988;
Horning and Brannon 2004; Mc Sparron 2002; milog 2007; Naessens 2010;
Gardiner 2011b; Costello 2011; Ua Danachair 194%b)terms of the highest

elevation, the booley settlement at Knoascrow in the @ltee Mountains on the
Limerick/Tipperaryborder was located at 475m @Da Danachaifl945a, 248)The
Galtees are Ilrelandds highest mountain r
height d 920m OD.lIt is interesting that nutritious Nardis Grass is still found at high
elevations in the Galtees and this is probably the reason why transhumance took
placeat these heights in the pdBeehan 2003, 401The definite booley site dhe

Deer 6s Meadow i n t hGCountylowr islecatdd atB85mMm&OD,Nns o f
with other recognised booley sites in the areadpsited at similar elevatiorfgvans

and Roudfoot 1958, 128; Rathbone 2009, 121; Gardiner 2011b, Th8fe booley

sites lie in sheltered grassy, heatfree strips beside small streams. They are sited in

small clusters, relatively close together, on the nomi facing slopes of the
Mournes(Fig. 30; Gardiner 2011a, 1412 3)
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Fig. 2717 Doonloughan coastal and lowlad transhumant site, Co. Galway(after Murray and
McCormick 2013, 96).

This evidence makes one come away with the initial conclusion that booleying in
Ireland was always purely an upland affair. The recent historical accounts of the
practice also suggest this (see 3.1). Recent unpublished fieldwork also underlines this
impression. For example, the remains of a small group of booley huts of circular and
subrectangular form were found in 2012 on the eastern side of Cashel Hill,
Connemara, Co. Galway. These were located at an elevation of 311m OD (Michael
Gibbons, pers. comm.). However, it was also noted that Nicholls suggested,
admittedly without much eviderc¢that booleying in medieval times may have been

a movement of cattle from permanent centres to booley sites in-popelated

marginal areas that could be located in both upland and lowland areak.lsee
Furthermore, it was already noted in this dieaghat Spenser in the late sixteenth

century stated that booleying took place not just in mountainous areas but in other
6waste wild placesdé (see 3.1). It was al
reference to booleying seems to suggest that pimgleavas not only carried out in

upl and areas but also in o6fastnesses?o,
el evation (see 3.1). I n this respect, ML
Belfast, excavated a coastal site at Doonloughan near Batigebn Co. Galway.

Their conclusions, which were based on very detailed analyses of the artefacts and

the pako-environmental remains at the site, were that Doonloughan was an early
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medieval booley site, despite the fact it was located beside the caE&inaDD

(Fig. 27; PL.9; Murray and Mc Cormick 20124l this evidence perhaps suggests
that we should be cautious in believing that transhumance in Ireland was always a
simple movement of cattle and people from lowland centres to upland summer

pastures.

PI. 97 The circular hut site DL 11 at Doonloughan, Co. Galway, with portal stones
(one standing, one recumbent), central hearth and eroded western edge, after removal of the
baulk (after Murray and Mc Cormick 2012, 98). This photograph shows its lowland, coastal

location.

As stated, it will be noted in Chapter 6 that at least some supposed upland booley
sites have been 4iaterpreted as permanent settlements (see 6.1). The corollary to
this must be that an upland locatiom@ necessarily a prequisite for a booley site

over time and space in Ireland. Lowland transhumant sites did exist and more are

presumably waiting to be recognised by scholarship.

3.2.471 Settlement morphology

The great majority of knowrand supposedooley sites in Ireland consist of
unplanned, nucleated clusters of houses rangmgnumber from three at
Glenm&eeran in Co. Antrim to as much as about one hundred and twiaetqat
Goodland in the same couryig. 31; Evans 1939b, 1940id8botham 1950; Evans
and Proudfoot 1958; Aalen 1963; Williams and Robinson 1983; Horning 2002, 2004,
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2007, 2012; Naessens 2010; Gardiner 2011b; Costello.2011)

Fig. 287 The Creat, a subrectangular structure, with rounded ends,supported on cruck trusses
that lay directly on the ground (after HayesMcCoy 1964, 8)
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Fig. 297 Location of booleyhuts in the Garfinny Valley, Co.Kerry (after Aalen 1964a, 42).



In particular, Jean Graham has stated thigpecal booley site in Ireland contained
singleroomed huts, usually from four to fifteen in number, mostly clustered
together, near or beside a stred®54, 45) Again, similarly, Horning2012, 181)

has stated that most booley houses are clustereztheygand located close to
streams. The recently recognised booley site at Cashel Hill, Co. Galway, consisted
of a cluster of drystone built houses, beside a stre@tichael Gibbons, pers.
comm.). Most of the supposed booley huts in the Garfinny VateZa. Kerry
consistof small clusters of three to six housbkat isdated single examples do exist
(Fig. 29). The site at Tildarg, Co. Antrim consists of two adjoining houses within a
single rectangular enclosurisplated from othesettlementBrannon1984) It will
beargued below, however, that this site may not in fact be a booley site (see 6.1). It
is only in the Galtee Mountains of themerick/Tipperary border that individual
booley houses stand in isolation from one another and present a @ispettiement
pattern. Booleying continued here to the late nineteeetitury (Ua Danachair
1945b, 24850).

It is interesting to note that Est¥Evans stated that permanent settlements in the parts

of Ireland that saw booleyingefore the Famingenerally consisted of fifty to sixty
houses, considerably more than the average booley settlement associated with them
(Evans 1942, 480). This may suggest that only a relatively small percentage of the
population went to the booley at any one time. Thidainly seems to be the case in
Gweedore, Co. Donegal in theineteenthcentury as it appears to have been
common practice for every three households at the permanent settlement (who were
probably connected by blood) to-operate in the annual trangshance cyle. In this
case,one girl from one of the three households was selected to go to the booley
settlement to look after the catflda Danachair 1945b, 248)

3.2.57 House types at boolegttlements

In terms of morphology, a variety of house stgapave been recognised at probable

and possible booley sites throughout Ireland, as was the case across Britain (see
Chapter 2 These include houses of rectangukquare,ovoid, circular and sub
rectangular (e. structures with rounded, curvirgndsbut relatively straight walls

along their lmg axis) shape, either sdmlilt or dry-stone built and often with
annexes of various shap@sgs. 30, 31, 32; Sidebotham 1950; Ua Danachair 1945b;
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Graham 1954; Evans and Proudfoot 1958; Aalen 1963, 1964; Williamnas
Robinson 1983; Williams 1984, 1988; Horning 2002; Horning 2004; Rathbone 2009;
Horning 2007; Gardiner 2011b; Higham 2004; Costello 20Ie recerly
recognised booley housesGéshel Hill, Connemara, Co. Galwaye all circular or
subrectangularn shape (Michael Gibbons, pers. comm.). In all, the typical booley
house in Ireland, whatever its shape or date, seem to be-sioghe structurs
sometimes with an annexe, built of sod or-signe, with no chimneyHorning
2012, 181)
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Fig. 3071 Booley huts in the Mourne Mountains, Co. Down (after Gardiner 2011, 112).

The traditional scholarly way to view this evidence would be to suggest in a linear,
Darwinian way that the circular, ovoid andy fthat matter, subectangularshaped
houses at these booley sites are earlier than the relztgnguaightgabled houses

seen at the same stas the latter shape is theamest to modern house shafesg.

Evans 1969; Aalen 1964a; Ua Danachair 1972; Gailey 1984) example, in
reviewing the archaeological evidence for secular houses at permanent settlements in
Ireland, Lynn has arguetiat circularshaped houses had beeplaced by welbuilt

rectangular houses with straight gables as the dwellings of choice by thAQear
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1000 (Lynn 1978) Certainly the transhumant suait Doonloughan in Co. Galway
seem to date to theanth and eighth centurig®l. 9; Murray and Mc Cormick
2012) The rectangular houses associated with -pustieval booleying in the
Galtee Mbuntains seem toalve been in use as late as the second half of the
nineteertt century(Fig. 33; Ua Danachair 1945bjt first glance, therefore, the
development from circular houses to rectangalaped ones in permanent
settlements seems to be replicated in booley hotlikmsever,O 6 C o (2@02)has
argued that there is growing historical, archaeological and pictorial evidence to
suggest that at least some circylavoid and sukrectanglar (i.e. having rounded,
curved end) postandwattle (including creats) and sedhlled houses continued to

be built and occupied down to the seventeenth centurg. (F8g 34. For example,

an ovoid sodvalled housgHut C) wasexcavated at Goodland Co. Antrim in the

late 1940sSupposedly associated with booleyingseems to has been built and
occupied in theseventeenth centurfFig.35; Sidebotham 1950, 48, 52)void
shaped and sutectangulaisshaped houses dating to the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries were found on the Beara Peninsula in West Cork and seem to have

belongedo ordinarypeople(Breen 2005, 94.00).

Further evidence since 2002 has shown that at least some esfcatgd houses
continued to be built long after the ye&®D1000. For example, recent excavations
have shown that circuleashaped wooden housesntinued to be built on the craim

at Drumclay, Co. Fermanagh, down to ftiirst years of the seventeenth century
(http://rmchapple.blogspot.ie/2013/02/drumetagnnogopenday-feb-16-

2013.htm).

Audrey Horning has recently excavated a-sedbangular house at Goodland @o.
Antrim (Pl. 10) While we have to be very careful of over extrapolating the evidence
from one date, arecentradiocarbon date suggested occupation occurring in this
house as late as the eighteenth centidglitional radiocarbon dates need to be taken
to confirm thisbut the date is still interestind\udrey Horning and Nick Brannon,

pers. comn).
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A subrectangular (e. a house with somewhat raded, curving ends) seolilt or
cob house of two rooms with opposing doorways was recently excavated by Brian
Shanahan at thBean Bhaileat Carns in Co. Roscommohis structure appears to

be eighteenth century in date too, being possibly occupied into the first years of the

nineteenth centurgShanahan 2007)
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Fig. 317 The unplanned, clustered settlement at Goodland (after Horningnd Brannon 2004

29).

This all suggestghat there is some evidenteIreland for circular, ovoicand sub
rectangular houses continuing to be built and occupied into even post medieval
times. Possibly this should come as no surprise as it was shown above that similar

evidence exists in Scotlandsuallybut not alwayst transhumant sites (see 2.3).
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Fig. 327 Schematic booley house plans showing square, rectangular, circular, ovoid and sub

rectangular shapes.
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Fig. 337 Reconstructed Booley House in the Galtee Mountains (aftéla Danachair 1945 252.
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Fig. 357 Huts A and C at Goodland, Co. Antrim (after Sidebotham 195047).
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