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Abstract

This thesis seeks to identify recognitibased systems of engagement and
exchange within current alternative food networks lampes to demonstrate

how these fluid micrestructures are fundamental to the development of
alternative farming in an Irish context. The author confronts prevailing
discourse by proposing that interséductures of mutual recognition rather

than the markidogic of productivist hybrids underpin successful alternative
farms. By adopting a Vygotskian developmental approach, necessarily
grounded in communities of practice, the thesis sees the expansion of
alternative farming in the soctalltural context ocaling out rather than in

the clinical economic context of scaling up which is currently supported by the
l rish state. Relying on Honnethds recogni
cognition as amanalytical starting point, a hands engagement invaivg
volunteering, participatory observation, and informal interviewing was seen as
the immersive component of the research strategy. Qualitative methods
included typical ethnographic research toolsdisb elements of grounded
theory, critical theory andognitive ethnography. The results of the research
revealed that farmers who are more strongly alternative are more likely to
adopt a recognitional stance and that this has the effect of groundiab soci
and human capital but also helps to prevent losesafurces to the

mainstream and inhibits the type of allegiance switching commonly dedcribe
as entrepreneurship or diversification. Recommendations for further scholarly
work includes reevaluating tle termecological entrepreneurship the light

of thebiological farming approach, popular among a growing number of
conventional Irish farmers, and the suggestion that conducting a systematic
study of the forms of recognition which have emerged duriagtlurse of

this research may open up new theoretigaitiers for rural sociologists.
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Introduction

Chapter 1 Intro duction

Introduction

Masanobu Fukuokdhe Japanese authorTdie One Straw Revolution

(Fukuoka 1978yvasfirstly a scientist and later an experimental farrasrwas
Albert Howard (one of the founders of the organic movement). They both saw
fit to leavetheir laboratoriesr areas of specialisand go to the fields in
thel1930sas practitioners and observeffiey both sought to discover through
trial and error and careful observation how best to produce Ydak at the

same time trying to mimic natuce follow naturalpatterns. They had the idea
that science and the narrow productivist script in many ways determined what
wasstudied and consequentiyhich methodsverepursued. These features

had led humanity on an erroneous patpathway which wasaversecdt
speedUnfortunately therateat which the new methods were adopted were

not matched with enthusiasm for validating the implied claims of
improvementor for interrogating the longer term consequenEes.k u o k a 6 s
first bookis talked about toaly as a classic, often popping up in conversations
on organic or other alternative farms or within related networks. A farmer
described to me how Fukuoka shaped his thinking, in particular on the subject
of accumulated errar The mouldingand transformadtin of agricultural

methods and the emasculation of the farmers relationship with nature, with his
fellow farmers and the wider societyas often based on mistaken premise

built up in layers. There is a memetic process, he told me, whenebfarmer
breals with tradition and gets an increased yield (or the same yield with less
labour or less input costs) and other farmers quickly follow suit. The
advantage may be clawed back by nature as the years go by (depleted soll
biology orthe emergece ofweaker swins of plants and animals) but by then
perhaps another or several other fAinnovat
come into play and the ability to observe the diminishing returns of the first is
lost. According to alternative farmetbe frenetic rat@f change associated

with conventional farming isecessaryo keep the productivist script going,
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science and technology plus big business must always be seen to have the
answers. fATheyo have the keymanp the sol ut
solutionsneeded as the soesaxological system cascades down an-ever

narrower spiral towards zero fertility. The ability of the ecosystem to absorb

pollutants and recover over a period of time is not considered. As the same

farmer pointed out, ifleernative farmes are able to solve a probletheir

solution, more often than not, gets ignored because seiasesl or large

scale solutions have to be seen to win, or putting it another way, the adoption

of scientificentrepreeruial routes to maximesd output mustdseen athe

precondition of all possibiliti€s There are no down sides for the farmer, he

or she just needs to follow the script or get a job, usually both.

Fukuoka was having the same problem in the 1930s and 1940s. Many
scientists ad professors camito see his remarkable yields and were shocked
by the low levels of pests, weeds and disease among his crops. All achieved
with zero inputs from beyond the farm and no ploughing, in factess

labour than one would expect and lessivention in thenatural processes on

a manual level than thought possible. He remarked that the professors would
leave, and you would never hear from them again. In the work of Axel
Honneth the German social philosopher, this is what is knowitlalsolding
recognition or an act of misrecognition. The suppression of alternative means
to achieving the benign goal of feeding the human race with the most effective
and accessible methods, embedded in communities where people could expect
a good livelihood faning on a smallcale, is actually an area that has not

been extensively dealt with by academic research. This would appear to be a
substantiabmission on the part of research designers and funding ageaxies
problems emanating from industrial modegwdduction did nbstartto

manifest themselvaa the last thirty years or so and likewise interest in
alternative methods aimedreversing the damage on an ecological and social

level are nots recent as some commentatarght suggest

Honnet hds r e ctoayas Heagelianndeas telating ty mutua

recognition as fundamental for building the social institutions which we now

1 Georg Lukacs (1968)
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take for grantedsuch aghe legal system. But the origins of contractual
obligations and the highly ratnalised thought structures tlgo with these

social artefacts are actually recognitional in nature. Honneth rightly asserts
that forgetfulness, a disregard for the origins of systems of though
interpretation, can lead to the development of socilpat o gi es. Honnet hos
recognitiontheory gives primacy to recognition and recognitional thought
patterns over cognition or cognitional thought patterns. In this thesis full use is
made of this distinction and its implications for the study of alternative
agriculture and its associated netrks. Strongly alternative farmers are cast as
recognition basedvhile those who tend to follow the logic of the market are
thought to be governed by calculative thinking and prone to objectification of

all resources.

In our time we struggle to makerse of food systems that have become a
major source of pollutiorwhile at the same time destroying the topsoil,
negativelyaltering microbial ecosystems fireshwateistreams and rivers as
well asintroducing harmful compomes into the human food chaifhe
development of a polluting and resource destroying food system is a
remarkable story, and a somewhat depressnagiven that holistic solutions
were already identified as far back as the 1830& can also add to tladove

list the work of Rudolf Stiner and the farmers he had contact with in the
1920s which lead to the babynamic agricultural movemerithis was the first
formal organic agriculture accordingltockeretz(2007).In Japanthe first
community supportedgriculture farmsG@SAs?2 followed the example of
Fukuokd, further proving the notion that slowly developing knowledge
structures involving very few actors can be extremely effective at instigating
collective action orientated and bottom up innovatibns candt be emphasi
enough tat these solutions were aladile at near the genesis of the previously

menti oned 6destructived treadmil |, a set

2 Of course, developing cotries were still in the throes of agroecological peasant agricultnese the
resistance was not a reversal to natural processes but a refusal to adopt high input practices.

3 CSAs are farms which provide food by prior arrangement with customerswihimiagree to share
the risks as well as the rewards of that seasdntivit farmer

4 "TEIKEI"system see Country Report for the First IFOAM Asian Conferene221%ug. 1993 in
Hanno, Saitama, Japan. Availablehditp://www.joaa.net/english/teikei.htnaccessed [260-2019]
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wipe out so many small farmers and local provisioning systems. Knowing
what we know nowl fail to see howtiis original misrecognitiocould be not

be construed as anything but a corrupt impulse. One social theoretical way of
looking at it is that &ocial pathologyook root around that time which,

although identified, was not successfully uprooted.

Alas these exemplary actors have cemnd gone but they had successors who
either followed their advice and adopted it to their own soil, climatic and
sociacultural conditionsor discovered other quirky tendencies that nature
revealed to them, things that restdine balance in soils thrgh interventions

that mimic naturg¢Lockeretz2007) The micro level social and ecological
changes resulting from their efforts stand out as an example to us all, although
usually one that we do not follow. Combining these s$a@uid ecological
dimensionsl seethese ongoing localised events collectivelyaaexemplary
regenerative procesisdeveloped this idea from talking to farmers some of
whom describe their farms as regenerative farms and endeavour to extend the
impact ofthe farm to the social wat] that isthe community, their customers

and society as a whole. There are those who have overcome various
resistances and barriers owene to be recognised within the networks as the
model alternative farmer or farmeducaor. These will be a primarfpcus of

the coming chapters.

Il n recent years, state interventions have
of farmers to adopt the organic model through the third party certification
model of assessment, state assisted atiad and attractive subsati and this

is seen by many as a mistake as it introduces a shallow take on the original
principles of the organic movement which also emphasised small farms, local
markets and social factguch as equality of access to higheality, more
nutritious surces of fresh foo(Lund et al. 2002)It is proposedhat the abre
mentionedsocial pathology (through its proponents) ekes out opportunities for
its own reinvention by coalescing with all neawmers, aiding their efforts,
studying their methods ardvishing them with praise and awards before
slipping out of the restraints and moral commitments to create another strain
of conventional agriculture. To the mainstreactors the ecological point of

view is just an option anone that they would have shed never came into
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being They assume a segment of the consuming public will pay for producers

to Owaste their timed creating the ulti ma
them, is to see a segmented market with lots of guroreal and atypical

oppatunities, to zoom in is to ponder over the puzzle of how to survive in

some kind of highly competitive specialism, what they call a niche market.

Unless of course you operate on a huge scale across multiple jurisdictions, in

thatcase youpurposes to feed the masses with the cheap and cheerful while
supplyingbetter off groupsvith high end conventional proddct

Transposing primary producers from being peasant type farmers to being
entrepreneurial and from there (if circumstspermit)to engagemernin

scaled up capitalist agricultyiie one of many patterns in the empirical world
that has become the preoccupation of rural sociologiatsder Ploeg 2B).

In the western worldextension services (state sponsored agriclltur
researchers and adwrs)areexplicitly supportive of agrbusiness solutions

which can only happen on a corporate scales has of course pushed

farmers into having an entrepreneurial approach, together with the hygiene
fanaticism, pharmaceutical $&d animal health persg&ves and bureaucratic
regulatorycontrols |t 6s no s ur pmusualecoibcideawith t hese f ea
subsidy qualifiers. Farmers often have to hire private advisors to help navigate
through paperwork to get their subsidy applmas fine-tuned, maximising

their unearned income in order to offset their expenditures on expensive
inputs. Some highly regarded rural sociologists and food system scholars have
createdor made tactical good use, abncepts like rgpeasantisation, re
agranianisation, rdocalisation and profit sufficiency while stopping short of

an outright attack on corporate interests that have run roughosko

farmers, their families and their communities in the part of the world where
these scholars are likely tesde. More direct criticism of corporate interests
operating closer to honappears on the websites of food sovereignty
organisationgnd peasant farming interest groups kweopean Coordination

Via Campesina (ECVC)

5lrelands export business in baby milk powder follows this pattern

6 Tallamh Beo founder member is also an advisor and confirmed this point at the first public meeting
2018. Farmer Burke (f) also confirms this competitive atmosphere arsubsidies where farmers seek
to outdo each other with their own skills and by seeking professional help

10
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Farmers have, for thousandsyefas, been able to engage with the market

and have been sufficiently entrepreneurial to keep body and soul together.
Thatds not to say there were not c¢crisis n
economic decline and freak weather conditions litter the histidigod
provisioning. | have witnessed, during the course of this study, farmers who
either on a collective, familial or entrepreneurial level have managed to avoid
the kind of diktat that tells practitioners how to think. They minimised or
eliminated subidies and seemed to be making their own way in the world as
sovereign producers. In this case a local or regional engagement with the
world seemed adequate and a micro level engagement with the soil and the
plant and animals which derive nutrients frond agurn nutrients to that soil

seemed to be driving a revolution in thinking about farming.

Il s it so unreasonable to propose that whe
thinking of Fukuoka)detachment becomes inevitable and in an escalation of
these positins where recognition is withheld aggressivedymore

disproportionate and unnecessary detachment wrenches people and things
from their roots? | hope in this thesis to show the reader that a significant
number of farmersncluding those who are quite meerative in their ways

have figured out that a detached, clinical modus operandi where business
minded, angrofit orientatechctors seem to rule suprengnot suited to

primary food production. Through paying close attention to the recognitional
natue d alternative farming | hope to explicate this largely unexplored facet

of resistances to coptationand perhaps make a contribution to a concept
common to European rural sociology knowraagonomous restructuring

Some of the hallmarks of these farsinclude observation as a default

knowledge generator, seeing the more knowledgeable other as a person, giving
priority to relational ties and face to face contact, recognisingdgimnal
characteristics, perceiving micro climes and fertility vapiasiwithin

landholdings, identifying mutual interests and potential collaborations with

other farmers but also with both urban and rural dwellers without recourse to
institution building. In asking the question: What would fill the vacuum left by
the abadonnent of detached, clinical thinking as the default mental process? |

had presented myself with an intriguing problem.

11
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It is proposed here that rejigging the way these recogHiased mental

events and cognitichased metal events are bound togethebtually can
significantly | mp a c-optationand dsengppeneranent. t y
In short it is suggested that alternative farmers are instinctively enacting a
corrective measure whereby the habitual way that they deploy recognition and
variousforms of cognition gets turned on its head, or should we say back on

its feet.

| explore these issues through a focushwaeecentral research questions
Firstly | ask, low is Irish alternative agriculture distinctive and how does it
differ from conventonal agricultureThis question suspends the assumption
that alternative farms are qualitatively different and puts the onus on the
researcher tprovide an account off these differences and distinctive features
as they occur in the present climatel inthe Irish context. Secondly, | ask
the ©re researcljuestion. @ Irish alternative farmers use recognitioased
systems of engagement and exchange? How might disengagement from a
recognitive stance (or the renewal of misrecognition) happhlistjuestion
seeks to establish evidence for the existence of recognitional forns and
suggeste of adynamic process which is characterised by reversals to
mainstream entrepreneurial forms of engagement. The question hopes to
provokea newapproach to undastandiry this dynamicFinally the third is an
auxiliary question in support of the task set out in question®@a&a.the
concept of distributed cognition be usefully employed to further explore
aspect®of recognition based engagement and excHaihgis questionallows

for the tentative exploration of the ways in which situated and extended
cognition enable recognitive exchange in the context cditeenative farms

and their supporting networks.

12
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Introduction

Alternative ancconventional approaches as they

stand.

In Ireland there are many opposefsconventionabgriculture. These
opposers are part of a loose coalition of actors, strands of which originated in
the organic, bialynamic or environmental movements, others such as
members oEommunity supported agriculturedd sovereigntprganisations
and the slowood movement are recent additions. Althotlggsse oppositions
are a substantial counterweight to the ethos of productidsstabilization of
support for the conventional approdeds come from other sources Bas
mainstream consumers. If one werdigten to Green Party politicians,
climate activists and a growing number of scientific advisors, the tide is
turning but slower than th@ncreasingyate of destruction still being pursued.
The following are jussome of the more significant issugkich have led to
the mainstream food system being subjected to increased sdrliihg
demand for more organic or higher quality and artisan famulsroot.2)

Food scares such &giman Variant CJ2nd the creationf antibiotic

resistant bacteria on a magsscaleput a dent in the legitimacy of
conventional methods as the trusted source of safe3fjdeshrs in relation to
long term effects of ingesting chemical residues and genetically altered food
( G MO dhedped mobilise support for alternative progdus.4) A growing
international consensus on global threats caused or exacerbated by
conventional agriculturesuch as climate change, tepil degradation
biodiversity loss and water pollutidras become a perment feature of the
international scen&) Consensusit UN level and among NGOss proposed
thatagroecology is the solution to global food scarcity/security threats
accentuated by rising population, higher demand for meat and dairy in
emerging economiesind competition for land from energy prmvestors and
property developers. &jore recently the bimutrient content of
conventionally produced food has been revealed to be wbarh correlates
with depleted soils. It would not be an exaggeratiosatothathe

conventionabpproach tagriculture is fighting for its survival but, due to

13
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overwhelming private financial resourcesnsistently largstate subsidies

and a powerful political lobhyt could be around for some tinyet In fact,

the balace of probability suggestkat 1) it is not going to lose that fight and
2) it intends to caeppt its opponentgand turn these problems (oppositions) into

opportunities

There are reasons to be hopefylou support conventional methodsezland

Inc standing out as a leading propent of export agriculture aring

committed to intensive producti@nd the contination of policies featuring
themaximisation ofoutput through conventional means. As part of the

national lobby at EU level but also in terofsanterestgroupbased ad

corporate based power brokdrssh actors (on the conventional side) have a
reputation for punching above their weight and getting good deaisntrast,
Ireland lags behind its European counterparts in organic produetiong

instead on an undeseng green image. As one organic farmer told me
Ailreland i s green because | ots of r
policies on sustai nabl eBuampme recentlytheur e

pressure to make m®profound changes is mdiny.

For many years now the EU has encouraged its members states to minimize
the damaging effects of conventional farming but has also given support for its
continuance via subsidies. In many instances individual states aneagive

of latitude as to dw to apply EU policy. As mentioned above intensive
lobbying by well organised and wdlinded conventional farmers has kept the
conventional approach in a dominant position, while at the same time
capturing huge proportions of Bbudgets CAP fundingabsabed73% in

1985, 37.2% in 2018f the EUbudget§ EU commission 2019. Ireland has
respondedo variousselection pressurg$eels2010, 201) emanating from
consumerscitizens androm theEU policy makershy funding various

schemes fopromoting organic agricultur@iealy 2015) but also
controversiallyit funds schemes which allow conventional farmers to reduce
harmful inputs incrementally. Many consider these increments too small, a

sort of Abluff oorgreewaahi nabil ity exer

14
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The argument against this minimalist approach was given some weight when
the government brandeuhe version of thesacremental improvements as
AOrigin Greeno s brandte marketrisann prodsidzen g t
abroad. Those who aeager to proote a middle ground where farmers pay

increasing attention to soil bi ol ogy

rather than applying manufactured inputs are also making their presence felt in
Ireland. With these methods, terma@dlogical faming, it is up to the farmer
whether or not to use chemical inputs side by side with agro ecological
methods. In this thesis the broad tatternative agriculturas used to

describe all efforts to break away from conventional agriculture and

implement groecologicamethods in Ireland. Obviously, there are grey areas
but tolerance for certain ambiguities is necessary in order to understand a

situation that is in constant fl(ix

Many people in industrial countries ask if there is some way to have more
organic, bodynamic and community supported agriculture? Apart from

paying people via subsidies and enticements to switch, is there a way to have
more wholesome foods coming out of farms? But is that a request for a
guantitativemoreor a qualitativenore? Or does itreally matter? Many

alternative farmers are a little sceptical aboutrtéely converted organic
farmers,saying that these newcomers are doing it for the premium price and
the subsidy payment. There is some evidence that this might be tH{ewage
etal. 2002) but isit not preferable thaa situation wheréhose farmers

continte chemicatbased farmingndefinitely? Not everyone agrees.

To determine how you might have more of something, it might be wise to
look closer atts qualitativedimensions initially If alternative ways of food
provisioningdwells within its own microcosnand developgcrementallyvia

gualitativeprogressios, the question remains, how might it reach beyond this

"There are |limits of course, for exdmple AO0rigin

agriculture in this thesis but this is typical.

15
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point? In this dissertation it is proposed, that tigto ecovering recognition
based systems of engagement and exchaligekind of agriculture finds its

feet andhaturallymigrates to new territoriesvhen conditions are optimah
positive contagion effect if you willts proponents adapt to the soiban

climatic conditions as well as social idiosyncrasies of that particular area, and
that can take many years, even decaldlegems there are manyegtions of a

qualitative nature that need answering.

The first taskin order to form a base line for fbdr critique,and provide a

starting point for structured researelgs to examine alternative agricultural
practices in the Irish contexto this end an introductory typology of Irish
alternative agriculture wadeveloped anthis helped meonceptualisan
approachand weed out some of the ambiguities present in the many shades of
alterity. Then a selection @ternativefarmswasvisited. Some of these visits
yielded interviews with farmers, some more casual conversations with
volunteers or yielded omptunities for participatory observation. In other

cases organised farm walks were the first point of access which often provided

further daa collection opportunities.

Chapter outline

The remainder of thishaptemprovides an outline of the thesis sturet As
justmentionedand detailed in the following chapt@n engagement with
alternative farmergok placeboth at their place of wornd in other contexts
such as at conferences or on farm walks where the farmers were visiting other
farms.An ethnogaphic approach was the primary method but the syntbgsis
this approach and that of grounded the@ymportant tothe overall

methodology Testimony of farmers and network actors was obtained by
participation in farm activities artiroughmore formalarrangementsuch as
conducting interviews and this is detailed with reference to some aspects of

the supporting literature in dmbpology and sociology.

Scholarly work carried out in relation to alternative food networks and rural
development in Europe plentiful and in Chapte? as well as discussing
methodology théexts thought to be relevant to the thesis are dealt with under
headings such d@sConsidering the boundaries of altedtyls afiegiance

16
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switching or crossing the divide a real problenAFNs® aAFRN i

structures that create distinctive practices and embedded formatsOn r ur al
development the usefulnessreturing concepts such as multifunctionality
andpluriactivity are examineavhile the rationale for the theoretical and

analytica frameworkused which dominates chapters 4,5 an&lléid out

through a discussion of relevant wardrried out on recognition dn

reification by authors such as Axel Honneth, Lukacs and Hegel. Finally the
Vygotskian tradition and its impact on sociaearch is summarised as is the

concept of distributed cognition.

Chapter3 gives a broad account of alternative farms inRbepublic of Ireland
20182019 selecting 12 farms presented in three panels. Four beef and tillage
farms are presented in panefdur farmereducators and horticulturists in

panel 2 and four CSA and box scheme operations in panel 3. In the second
part ofthe chapteyconsideration is given to the outcome of the interviews,
conversations and observations. An attempt is made teptuatise primary
features that make alternative farms distinctine this goes some way to
answetthe firstresearch questioftHow is Irish alternative agriculture

distinctive and how does it differ from conventional agricultirEer
instancealternaive farmers believe that they are improving the ecological
capacity of their farmland and according to théms is somethinghat builds
fertility and biodiversity over the longer term. Conventional farndersot
prioritise this aspect of agricultur@rganic, biodynamic, CSAs and biological
farming are some of the ways farmers describe their approaches, others use
phraseslikéé | 6 m just doing itdéd. This heterogene
hinderance to the researcher, it can certainly be confusing at bioigbe
splintering might be there for a reason. One wonders if these ruptures are
caused by pressure exerted from mainstreigimisution systems and
institutional actorés bias towards a forn
t hey t er m $ Adonelaes@ersite guestidn, what is alternative
farming in Ireland today and how does it differ from conventional farming?
one is presented with a puzzle. Contemporary theories such as social

embededness, conventionalisation, bifurcation, reflexivaikr, network
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theory, moral economies, solidarity economies and so on, do seem to fall short

on so many levels

For exampleconventionalapproaches ttrish agriculture are also tied to
moral notions about authentic or traditional rural communitiesplay
solidarity in certain circumstances, are keen to devaloltiple networks and
can tap into localevenue streantsither seamlessl{Embededness as a
concept can also be applied to many aspects of conventional forms of
agriculture Althoughthe propoents of these midlevel theoretical constructs
have shown how the altative forms of agriculture display distinctive and
durable types of local networks with unique moral motivations, many other
writers, including those associated with conventionalisati@ory and
entrepreneurial studiesere able to point tambiguitieswithin these
arguments antb porous boundaries between the conventional and the

alternative actors

Taking this into accounthe search for a different theoretical approach

brought ne to a combination of recognition theokydnneth1996, 2003,

2008)andvy got ski an approaches to social theor
more knowledgeable otherdé and o6distribute

of social artefactand the historicalrad social context of knowledge transfers.

Chapted e n t i Bxploeind théRecognitional Stande pr esent s extract s
the interviews or paraphrased accounts of recordings from farm walks or
conferences as evidendéhe purpose of this chapter was todmlly answer
research question(®o Irish alternative farmers usecognitionbased
systems of engagement and exchange? How might disengagement from a
recognitive stance (or the renewal of misrecognition) happand to identify
areas of interest whicloald form the starting poiafor additional
investigationor resarch agendad.he data appears to confirm that there are
many behaviours, practices and social strustilmat exhibit a recognitional
rather than a cognitional bias bish alternative fams or within the

associated networks. For examythee issue of pecting the roots of a
specific aspect of knowledge or a specific diaegentring on soil health
might be an interesting area to exami@eesubsectioris entitled
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®Acknowledgement athe sociecultural and historical context of the

knowledgé . | faundwhatsome proponents of the biological farming, and

holistic management approach tend to ignore the fact that organic, biodynamic

and natural farmers have been talking about matlyeofame issues as these

o6new kids on t hat redThese diginallpianeegzsandu st di scov
di sciples had developed solutions similar
solutions. This forgetfulness or severance from previous versubmsh had

stresed connectedness, engaged praxis or moral, frabserving

consicerations is interesting from a recognition theory point of view but also

from a Vygotskian standpoint as both might well depict such behaviours as

cognitivist, utilitarian and detrimentad tongerterm developmental concerns

on an individual and societkdvel. Other proposed indicators of a recognitive

stance were considered such -Based OEstabl i sh
Opportuni ty dtoidas likercreatireg la space, cragta product,

pedagogicalole and providing a transformative dynamic to the local

community. It was observed in the course of the research that more

entrepreneurial alternative farmeesid todepart from the locale, ganding

their reach for strategicasons. Their energies often become very much

focused on that external effort. To acknowledge that local people are better off

with local food provisioning, that their lives are improved if farmers invite

them to their fam to learn about that natural spattee biodiversity and

connectedness of all living things, this is part of a recognitional stance. When

a farmer or collectively owned farm reinvests assets locally and cultivates a

grounding of human and social capitals proposed that these behavi®gan

be seen as confirmation of the recognitional having primacy over the

cognitional or the strategic.

Chaptebf ocuses on O6di stri buthatheuseoofni ti ono. I
recognition theory was plausible datked somethingSome notion of

extended or situated cognition seemed to fill that ymdsibly because

farming is a very practice orientated occupation and distributed cognition is a

useful tool in the analysis of communities of practidee evidence r@sented

in this chapter is an attgghto answer research questio(Can the concept of
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distributed cognition be usefully employed to further explore aspects of

guestion (2)?and it is thought to adequately demonstrate that synthesis of

Honn et h 6anrecognitioremdine idea of exteded cognition can be

revealing and appears to be applicable in these kind of practice orientated
surroundingsSeei ng nature as a O0creator and hos
reflects how alternative farmers do their j8lmme classic distributed

cognition sudies focus on the human actors who jointly superimpose

themselves on linked technological thinking, measuring and information

relaying machineasin the cockpit of an aeroplane. Alternative farmers see

the natural wdd almost in the same way, as platitat have a mind of their

own, sensing competition and responding with aggressive tactics or going to

seed when they think the options for further growth have disappeared early in

the season. They appear to think ofreasmponent of the natural world as

having its own cognitive program and the overall integration effect is also
thought of as a thinking beingkinto6 mot her natured. Thi s may
device to convey somet hi ngstutlyosthatt her s, wha
the farmer acknowledy that nature doésmow stuffit knows itself. In fact

the complexity of what nature is, and what it knows about itself is a source of

fascination to the farmers as they are continually discovering more facts, more
interconnectedness. Although it is @otognitive performance in any way

similar to that found in the human braihe natural world has communication

systems and intricacies of possible responses to any scenario, to any

intervention from humans. It is nohreasonable to think of nature as a

6creator and host of dispersed knowl edgebd

The second main focus of this chapter is distributed cognition at the human to
nonhuman interface. Alternative farmers are continually getting down on their
hands and knees prcking up soil in their hands asehexplain to the

students, volunteers or visitors how thlgainunderstandingbout natural
processes. Farmers involved in holistically managed grazing are plucking
blades of grass or turning over cow dung in the fields to demonstrate how it
happens. Théhought processes of alternative farmers and the thought
processes of their garactitioners are very close to the actual soil, the grass

plant or the crop of wheat. The farmer, employees and volunteersate the
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cognitive exchanges at the interfaceandthey interact with the previously
mentionechost This mirrors the kind adlistribution or superimposition of
human subjects over a nonhuman assemblage which Hu(tB®s)talks
about in his classic O6cognikindofn i n

wilderness.

Lastly, the deferral of cognitive tasks to new instituabforms is subjected to
critical analysisAn example of one of these taskso explain to potential
customers what kind of alternatiagriculture a particulaiarm and its

workers and volunteers represent. Tigenit is done with a certain level of
competency can generate revenue, possible new relationships and network
connections and perhaps also legitimacy with publics who may have had
reservations about these types oémgions. Normally the task would be
distributed among various actors closehte farm or the network of customers
or members (in the case of a CS8)me farms just get to a level of

complexity, in terms of socially orientated tagkeat it seems like good idea

to outsourcepart of the job. Even if the new institutional fornrreas with it
certain ambiguities and these ambiguities will then be leaking into the
narrative of the farm and its own network, this seems to be an acceptable
exchangdor someactors. This scenario is compared with farms which appear
to consciously keeagll their thinking tasks khouse. They seem to have
thought through their strategy on how to communicate their ethos very clearly
and more or less stick to it. Familial or siaglerson operations may have the
advantage of having a stable message to ndnigth.

Chaptel6 is wherethe maindiscussiortakes placeand where
recommendations are proposedntrasting the recognitietmeoretic approach
whit some of the more effeet approachesspoused bthe AFN and
European rural developmédrterature It discusses how some of the AFN
literaturemay exhibit a less than adequatelerstanding of how the actors
within AFNs actually contend with conflicting objectives on a dayayp d
basis and how those rural sociologist and human geographbsare adept
at interpreting these acfisrecological, ethical and soes@onomic aspirations

are sometimes not studied with sufficient attention to ddthit can form the
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basis of weally structurel critiques of AFN literature which all too often gee

unanswered.

Laterthe common good approach is weighed against private, acquisitive
motivations which are ever present in market economies. Casting the crossing
over from alternative to caentionalised versions of alterity in food

provisioning as a cogfive processat leastn the initial stagess thought to

bea demonstration of how new insights become available to researchers by
adopting recognition theory and distributed cognitieoryas basic toolsf
analysis and interpretatidout also showhow thesere twocompatible

vantage pointgOther suggestions which are said to lend credibility to the
approach relate to testing concepts like the objectification of the persona of the
farmer and the role of the farm ésnoves towarda more entrepneeurial

operation This leads to the farm being reduced to a thing which is expected to

perform interpreted as leading to the redundancy of the recognitive stance.

As a subsection of this apteris adiscussion of what a synthesis of

recognition theory and distributed cognition might look like. A Heuristic Map

showing the relationship of recognitional and cognitional domains reflect

some i mportant aspect s oréificdiath ned mdesptr ehab
(2008). As discussed in the literature review the Vygotskian approach and

Honnet hds association with Hegel and Luka
and Russian roots. As the above synthesis is something that may have a

broader rangefapplicablity, beyond alternative agriculture and AFNs, it was

decided to refrain from possibly overstating its relevance to the task at hand.

Recognitional stance and distributed cognition have been found to have

complementary properties in the casaloérnativeagriculture and its

supporting networks. That said, it is hard to consider the distinctive aspects of

recognitional behaviours, practices and social structures without being aware

of its flip side, the more abstract and calculative cognitiveions of ame

Recommendations for future research include the use of theetadoygical
entrepreneurshipo describe actors in conventional agriculture who are

engaging with agroecological methods and said to bdiscovering new
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opportunities as asult. On anore theoretical levethe systematic
compartmentalisation of the forms of recognition in the context of alternative
agriculture and AFNSs is thought to be a promising area for further study. This
takes a Hegelian notion and brings it forwardie preset day as a possible
strategy. The precontractual relations of regard which was pointed out by
Hegel are still relevant today and this suggests that institution building has not
eviscerated the need for mutual recogniteren by actors in conafitive

situations.
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Chapter 2
Literature , Theory and Methods

The following review explores some of the issues in the area of alternative
agriculture in Ireland today as expressed in the home produced and
internationally available literature. Até same timé attempsto gve an up

to date account of what the state of the art can offer the specific concerns
elucidated by this thesis. It is obvious to those that are in tune with current
trends in the literature that the focustba fundamentalature ofAlternative

food neworks (AFNs) and the New Rural Development Paradigm has
somewhat decreased in recent years and many of the familiar authors have
moved on to international perspectives on food systems or are following new
interests such asybrid markets Agroecology, Food security, Sustainable
intensification, Ecological intensification, Peasant Agriculture, Genetic
pollution. Despite this, the AFN amdew Rural Paradigm literature needs to

be looked at as an invaluable resource but one tsgtdraapsdilen prey to

sub optimal conceptual tools. Embeddedness, conventionalisation, bifurcation,
social network analysis, moral economies of food anpgedesantisation are

some of the more interesting and frequently used ideas but thick ethnography

still seemsto be the methodology of choiée many AFN studies

After dealing with the AFN and rural development (RD) literature siaitds,

| decided that an alternative direction needed to be explored. The recognitional
stance of alternative farmessd the aiors within associated networks was
viewed as a potentialternativestrategy to the ones discussed in existing
literature. With a view to thjghe recognition theory of Honneth is explored in
depth. Particular attention isipa t o H oehabiltatohnd so fr Lukacsds
of reification. As an additional theoretical dimension the social research
emanating from Vygotsky is assessed, particularly ideas around the socio
cultural context of learning environments and extended or (socially)

distributed interpetations of cognition. The selection of literature in this

section is not exhaustive as the intention is to provide the impetus to establish

new ways of seeing the problems assodiati¢h alternative agriculturenot to
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start a debate on therlits of cogitive science. It was thought that the

investigation othef ar mer 6 s recognitional stance (fo
in conjunction with the conceptual tools available from distributed cognition

(foll owi ng Vmighoproside yn@esting iresggntd. )

Alternative Food network literature

Introducing the AFN literature

The alternative food netwodk literature of course involves many strands
including the specific literatures pertaining to organic farming (in Ireland:
Tovey 1999, Duna 2010, Lapple and Cullinan 2012, Lapple and Kelly®201
Bord Bia 2014. PosDrganic farming, Mloore2006§ communitysupported
agriculture, fair trade, the quality turn and localism (Whatmore et al 2003,
Murdoch et al, 2000). Goodman et al (2014) providead overview, but the
sheer bredth and scope of this text leaves us wondering if the alternative food
networks umkella is oversized and unwieldy. Jarosz (2008) gives us a more
manageable definitiosee below)although defining alternative food

netwaks remains problematic (Dansero and Puttilli 2014).

Extending that broad overview to conceptualise shifting positad producers
and retail ers Go oHootalmansgressiongogideead s (2014)
thoughtprovoking set of perspectives on how disotgsand material

boundaries are crossed. This is exemplified by Dixon.@t&€D14) treatment

of retail strategied-ortunately, the diversity withialternative food networks
literature allows for many disciplines and areas of study tevodve, as the
struggle to keep up with the changing situation. Collin Sage (2003), during his
tenure at the department of geodnadJCC, contributes to our understanding

of relational issues involved in West Cakernative food networksFrom a
cultural practicesind environmental valug®int of view, Goland(2002)

looks at inconvenience as one possible obstacle to CSA membership and

Worden, from a more institutional perspec
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investigates fAgrowerds agriucsslot umala
study of CSA (Worden 2004, 322). Otheseful, institutionally based surveys

and publications from a US perspective includss et al (2001andAdam

(2006).

In Europe, social movement organisations suddrgencihave conducted

their own research on CSAs. These institutional studies t¢é&ito our
understanding and show that work on alternative agriculture as opposed to
alternative food in general requires a lot of fact gathering from dispersed
communities. On an economic level, thierbture suggests that farmers ignore
the opportunitycost of their own labour (Connolly and Klaiber 20p2104),
tend to rely on seléxploitation (Galt 2013) and sometimes produce precarious
forms of employment (Weiler et al 2016).These farms aresalsceptible to
competition (Galt et al 2016, MarsdemdsSmith 2006, Sinnino and Marsden
2006 ,182) and are somewhat dependent on proximity to large urban
settlements (Jarosz 2008).

Considering the Boundaries of alterity

AFNs are defined in four major wa 1) by shorter distances between
producers and consers 2) by smaller farm size and scale and organic or
holistic farming methodswhich are contrasted with large scale industrial
agribusiness 3) by the existence of food purchasing venues such as-food ¢
operatives, farmers markets and CSAs and locatHfoathool linkages. 4) by
a commitment to the social economic and environmental dimensions of

sustainable food production, consumption and distribution. (Jarosz 2008).

According to Forssell and LankagR015) the diversity of AFNs as they

occur in realife calls for a case by case analysis of their sustainability benefits
which helps avoid getting caught up in different discourses which attempt to
differentiate one type of AFN from another or haviagleal with the issue of

the permeable boundarieswetn operations considered toditernative or

those considered to be conventional or not alternative enough. They, like those
involved in the recent biological farming (Zimn2017 and holistic grazig

initiatives (3LM), cross the divide and also view conventional contributions to
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sustainability as worthy of consideration. Theoretical efforts to conceptualise
AFNs have been hampered by the unclear lines of separation between the
alternative and the owentional sectors.ddnino and Marsden (2006)

consider these ambiguities to be partly the result of intense competition

bet ween the two modes of operating but
differentiated and contested notionsqoklityd ( p 1T8enore abstract

notions of difference are sometimes contradicted by case studies where
conventional and alternative systems overlap in complex ways as depicted by
Mur doch a (@R9)ktudeg dof eodtemporary food production in Italy.
Morris and Kirwan (2010) point to aniier conundrum when they propose that
the intensification and personalisation of the connection between producers
and consumers could inadvertently introduce rival fetishes rather than
removing the food fetishes altogether which waggested as a desirabl

outcome by some proponents of AFNs but also by a number of outside

observers.

Is allegianceswitching or crossing the divide a real

problem for AFN&

One of the perplexing aspects of this review was that little or no explanation

wasprovided as regardbe leakage of skills and resources away from
alternative agriculture. | assumed this phenomenon was associated with a
tendency of alternative farmers to become more entrepreneurial over time
whether they be collective, familial or gie operator farms.His | saw as a
form of cooptation mobilised from within the networkAFN literature
proposes a Polanyian explanation for such events via the concepts of
embedledness and disembeddedné&mfer 2003 Murdoch et al 2000).
Eventuallyl thought that thisxglanation runs aground if one asks how many
switches can be made? In other words, it does not adequately account for
repeated switching from an embedded process to a disembedded and visa
versa. | was able to witness this kind of iftit over and back ithe real

world, but no adequate explanation existed in the literafure.way to

address this might be to understadhese processes as part of a reflexive
engagement by actors with the conflicting demands put before Meordet
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al 2014), but oneghat requires a reflexive and developmental approach from a

research point of view as well, in order to apprehend the true nature of these

happenings (Attia and Edge 2017). In this case the expression of

embeldedness might have to be undedas! in the temgral or sociecultural

context and the distinct pressures experienced by the actors. Goodman et al.

describe both consumers and producers within AFNs as being involved in
reflexive communities of pradaandce O6whose
symbolics paces o6 ( Go od maspareoftheddckgdundtdthis p7) .
statement Goodman et al., it seems, are a
perfecti ond areflekiveplacaidnesa theoretica sbloitior

which counters thdls of purist narative.

It is part of the central hypothesis of this research that, despite the laudable
aspects of these approaches, there still exists a problem without a solution.
Remember that Goodman et alrag@ddy definiti on
mainstreamingnd they see normative qualifiers and claims to purity as likely
to lead to even more amptation (Goodman et al 2014 p12). It is proposed, as
an expected outcome of this research, that the situation can be remedied by a
detailed examinatioof recognitionbased thinking and how that interacts with

a calculative, objectifying stance across many versions of alterity (Honneth
2008). Itis impossible to escape the fact that leakage of valuable resources
(whether they be concrete forms of capisgimbolic or dscursive creations or

just relations with paying customers) is problematic for strongly alternative
sectors of the networks and may lead to too many hybrids and confusion due

to the multiple claims to the same notional spataloway et al2007).

Knowledge anknowledge transfers pertaining A-Ns

Current research is said to enhance our understanding of alternative food

provi si oni ng -esojogidalessemblages obcontestedo

knowl edges and col | ect2D014,p 39)anéridgei ngdé ( Good
the gap between the production orientated view of things and the cultural

understandings of consumptive practices. This uniting of prochasad

knowledge and consumbased knowledge has already happened to a greater
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or lesser exant within the ommunities of practice (Tovey 1999). Jarosz

(2008) refers to the research of other writers claiming that face to face contact
may help to stabilise the farmers income but also increases trust between
growers and eaters and within the commiyiin general.She extends these
benefits to include increases in the transfer of knowledge and understanding
about their foodincluding the social and environmental conditions needed for
its production (p234). In a similar vein Collin Sage cites 12890) who had
paallel findings in a European context:

eéin addition to the desired product,
production system, status and identity associated with the

consumption of a good with limited distribution, and enhanced

expertisefor example suggested recipes, ways of preparing or

saving the food (Sage 2003 p48).

Although according t&€arrol and Fahe{2015), consumers understanding of
alternative concepts such as localism must be further interrogated to screen for
a plurality d interpretations some of which are clearly wide of the mark. That
sai d it ods edinvproocessstd rgducate doth fargheend

consumers and erroneous assumptions are to be expected. The reader will
become aware through reading the thesisdvihg into some of the texts

referred to that it takes up to five years to bring grassland back to biological
health after chemical Bad monocropping. In contrastlturally engrained

habits of human actors are possitsigre durable and more difficult to
eliminatethan the weeds that first take root when the herbicide is withdrawn

during the cleansing process.

The pervasive positivistpproach embraced by scientific methodology and
typically applied to agricultural practices has led to ignorance relatitogal
conditions and that is where alternative farming has fallen on itsHesity

1995 p1249). This is where farmer to farnkelowledge transfers are
important.Hassanein and Kloppenbuf995) have demonstrated that farmers
need not be trapped theidiosyncratic knowledge structurasailable locally

if they instigate the formation of horizontal knowledge structures spdlifica

for pooling knowledge and arriving at sustainable and creative solutions. For
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instancelLappleand Kelly (2015) foundhat proximity to organic dry stock
farmers correlated positively with organic conversion rates for Irish dry stock
farmers, indicatig that informal farmer to farmer learning was taking place.
Taking a historical view, it appears the influence of piomeeiarmers (Tovey
1999), who settled where the land was cheap in Ireland 30 or 40 years ago, is
still in evidence today as clustersarfjanic farms have flourished down
through the years in places like West Cork and County Leitréapgleand
Cullinan 20R). Farmer Educators such as Allan Sa&@gvory and

Butterfield 1999, Garry Zimmer Zimmer 2017 and Dan Kitteridge

(Biological Fam Conference Tullamore 2018) are examples of fasmer
involved in the proliferation of similar horizontal knowledge trarsfe

recent years and these actors have had an impact on the Irish scene. They
make good use of social networks and all are poisbd fmancially much

better offby extending their influences on an international stage.

Looking atpedagogical rolesnongst AFN actors

Etmansky and Mitchel (2017), casting the emergence of organic agriculture as

a food justice response to thegative impacts of industrial agriculture, depict

organic farmers as positioning themselves to lead the transformation of food

systems and as O6educat or-econanticdande ssi ng t he ¢
environmental chall enges vesulsfindicale t oday o ( p
that these farms provide an ideal space f
directed | ear ni nhgl@01lY, g4i)ntahers duch asaPnetty Mi t ¢

(1995) and Salomonsson et al. (2Q0)ve emphasized the need for

sustainable forms a@fgriculture and its supporting structures to initiate

patterns of ongoing learning rather than beaught by professionals whoea

often skilled in a singular discipline a@hambers (199, supports this view

in a rural development contexiaiming tha resource poor farmers are

naturally more diverse, are comfortable with combined crop, animal and tree

environments and should bensulted in a meaningful way when policy

makers or project designers are searching for solutions.
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Everson (2015) takes upe idea of incidental and informal, selifected

learning for CSA members (customers who share risks and rewards with the
farmer) but also proposes that the CSA famer is in a particularly strategic
position to influence or change the way their commumigmbers think. As

we have seen the literature on AFNs supports the idea of increased trust
between farmers and consumers as onikeokey transformative elements. In
general, supportive pedagogical relationships grounded in values such as trust,
care andeciprocity have a positive impact on learning outcomes as pointed

out by King (2017 p84) and this certainly appears to fit tha @sdel.

Summer and Wever (2017) demonstrate through their study of social learning
patterns in an organic food-op networkthat organisational structures can
grow out of farmers production choices and the secmlogical framing of
producer activitiesThe resulting learning procesan thermove away from

the farmer into democratic restructuring of the food system along co

operative, solidary lines:

In terms of solidarity learning, participants in the study learned spontaneously and
unpredictably thragh the myriad social interactions inherent in being both a
cooperative and a member of the LOFC Netw@kmmer and Wevet017 p207)

In the preface | discussed the work of Fukuoka in Japan, Steiner in Germany
and Albert Howard in Britain whpioneered response to the destructive
pathway that industrial agricultural practices had opened up. Although Steiner
was not a farmer, h@as approached by others who asked him to get involved
so the initiation process came from farmers. Natural farminggymamicand
organic farming methods provides for accumulation and dispersal of
knowledge through inventive and informal pedagogieselsas formal

training whichhasmorerecentlybeeninstitutionalised and grant aided in

many parts of the worldncluding Ireland.
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AFN structures that create distinctive practices and

embedded formats.

Many theorists are in favour ofpgocessorientated focus which

acknowledges the practical day to day shifts contributing towards a highly
differentiated alterity (Jarosz 280Goodman et al.2014). Magloire et al.

(2014Db) conducting a study in Italy were interested in social embeddednes
related to attitudes of farmers and whether these attitudes were found to be
more intensive depending on different direct sales formatsmdtancethe

farmers markets (conventional or organic), solidarity purchasing arrangements
or box schemes. Theltaborative input among the producers was found to be
greatest in the solidarity purchasing groups but still significant relating to the
farmers market venues (2014, p106). These practices enabled and maintained
by a form of social embededness which qukathe spaces between producers
and consumers are also reflected in
he incorporates anotherfact , t hat of Oecol ogi cal
definition of good food (p50).

Morris and Kirwan (2011) suggest th@aactices engaged in at farm level
which involve respectful human interaction with natural processes could be
under st ood as dedmesSsant thigdowddacdmplaneriy sodal

embeddedness factors. The producer can then communicateftrenon

Sages

e mbede

regeer ati ve process to O6devel op product que

(p325). If the idea of ecological embeddedness were to be expanded
throughout the network, improvements at farm level must be recognised and
become part of the consumers purchasingsdet(Morris and Kirwan 2011).
Nevertheless, Sag203)cites Marsden et al. (2000) perhaps as a warning
that other practices are being ptexrl by small producers which appear to be

an act of disembeddingr of undoing initial distantiation from maineaam

food provisioning. He refers to the increasing ties between corporate retailers
and the artisan or organic produsesomething which isaken up years later

in Goodman and Sage (ed=)od Transgressions: Making Sense of
Contemporary Food Politic013) where the authors are partly concerned
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with the material and discursive transgressions in the food system. Taken
together these departuriesm AFNs and partial capitulations to the industrial
food provisioning system suggests a more complex and dipsydeacer

customer interface.

Although Hinrichs (2003) acknowledges that the beginnings of awareness
around local food can be traced to dirmarketing venugeshe chooses food
banquets which emphasise local food (prepared by local chefs in lowa) as her
area of study. Even though this is not a practice relating to the everyday, it
nevertheless challenges what she sees as the compartmeoratisat

segregation of producers and consumers common to all conventional food

systems.

What may be increasingly portant about the lowa grown banquet meal is how the
common table begins to melt producero n s umer di stinctionséé.the di

between wha@rows and who eats is momentarily erased.. (Hinrichs 2003, p41)

Where practices create distinctiveness, it maileetified with specific

cultures of resistance or solidarity, but the initial departure may mutate into a

format that is more acceptablett® mainstream consumer. Practices that are

honed down to an identifiablbkbleétasf proc
organic or biedynamic are said by some (Loconto and Hatanaka 2017, Tovey

1999) to be in danger of creating new institutional bagiierchange.

The Grounding of Human and Social Capital as evidenced
in the AFN literature

Tensions often arise on alternative farms and within their supporting

organisations and associated networks as to the appropriate level of
entrepreneurship andstitutionalisaton for an authentic alterity but also
issues arise from the interrogation of linkages to corporate distributions
systems $age 200Band the embracing of impeeixport activities as viable
extended networks. Tovey (1999) details the splihe support ganisations
associated with the organic movement in Ireland (early 1990s) which was
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linked to the above tensions. She explains that the early adopters were more

interested in the very act of withdrawal from the capitalist system by simply
operatinganorgai ¢ f arm which enabled 6a shared p
independence from the state and from market structures, and for loose and

communal rather than formal and hierarchi
(Tovey 1997, p27). Across the Atlantictime United Statg the costprice
squeeze was forcing established organic f

and engage in direct marketing of their product (Sutherland 2013 cites
Guptill). In the United States conventional farmers often hive tdfv acres

to run it @ a CSA only because this is seen as an economically viable thing to
do.

Another aspect of distinctive practices involves the honing of skills and the
enriching of human capital. Sutherland (2013) identifies that new skills need
to be leaned inorder to convert to organic farming as well as to cope with
new cultural codes. Brunori and Rossi (200@)heir study of synergistic
happenings on the wine routes, which incorporate many farms and rural
businesses, acknowledge that cultural tseswad nfluences are fed into the
rural space via the arrival of alternative farmers and the presence of those
returning to the countryside from city living. It needs to be understood that
stabilisation of relationships and cultural adjustments takes piangqularly
when a farm or a local area is transitioning to an alternative or local type of
food provisioning $euneke et al. 2013, Horlings and Marsden 2014). Migliore
et al (2015) contrast the social and environmental concerns of some AFN
producers wh theirmore (commercial) entrepreneurial AFN competitors, the
former paying more attention to matters like relational sensitivity and

connectedness to the rural environment.

Furthermore, we can observe the relationship between sustainable solutidms and t

levd of empower ment through farmersé attitudes t
relationships with consumers and their desire to establish reciprocity with them along

with trust and loyalty(Migliore et al 2015, p897)

According to the literaturghe creatbn andmaintenance of human and social

capital in the networks around alternative forms of agriculture recalibrates the
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cultural codes and expectations of the network actors. It is part of the
hypothesis of this work that the actors who are strongly alieeend to

approve of a more grounded and localised approach to maintaining the newly
created capital while those actors who are more entrepreneurial are inclined to
leverage human and social capital for the purpdseeating commercial

opportunity.

TheNew Rural Development Paradigm

Thenew rural development paradigm:Eairopean

invention?

In Europe the alternatives to productivist agriculameoftenframed in the
context of new visions of multifunctional agriculture with strong

environmental ad cial concerns. Van der Plaeane of the leading

proponents of rural development restructuring in Eurbpeand his colleuges
describe the Anew paradigmo as having eme
was beginning to go beyond policy and practicedialish theoretical

constructs (Van der Ploeg et al 2008)tonomous restructurin@orlings
2012)which often involves the identification diynamic synergie@runori

and Rossi 2000 p 417) with other rural actors needs to be supported by
creative poly initiatives (Van der Ploeg et al. 2000 p396). Some of this
restructuring responds to new markets developed as a resuttevf
connectednedsetweertown ard country(Horlings and Marsden 2014, p17)
Other restructuring efforts include selfovisioring on a farm input level (Van

de Ploeg 2010), network building and the exploitation of marketing and
production synergies, these being vital components to eosati@uity. Some
writers emphasise the need to set up and continue to demarcate the spatial a
competitive relations around new formats (Marsden&mdh 20(5).

Associated with the new vision for rural development is the idea of pursuing

the integratiorof many aspects of rural life (Knickel and Renting 2000), via a
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recombination of its constiéunt parts (Van der Ploeg et al. 2000 p399) which
coincides with an increased level of entrepreneurial input at the farm and farm
household level.

fiCrucial for. . . entrepreneurial activity is the discovery of new channels for

conversion and [especialtiie construction of] breakthroughs between spheres [of
circulation].o0o Markets that reflect the new ne
most relevant intis respect(van der Ploeg et al. 2000 cites Lot@j77p 396)

These propositions are moregmatic, but no less elusive, than some of the
standalonealternative food networksiodels such as CSA. As a consequence
of being more inclusivahe new paradig approach has gained approval from
organisations such as the OECD (Horlings and MarsdenZ)12nd EU

policy makers. One wonders if the more conservative appeal is likely to put
more radical components of the alternative agriculture network at a

disadvatage and put the more entrepreneurial components at an advantage.

In Challenging theéProfessions:Frontiers forRural Developmen€hambers

(198) discusses development paradigms. He describes a paradigm as a
6coherent and pattarnuiobcbnicepts, salugspnethdds ande

action, amendable to wide dthenewicati ond. H
the development paradigm is old, having been part of development thinking

for some timed (p2). He p bosdeobthetndwe quest i o
succeeding in way that the old has failed. Although he is mainly talking about

poorer famers in the global south his points are relevant to the European

context. Van der Ploeg et al. (200@Yiting only a few years lateagree with

Chanbers that rural development is now subjected to an increased rate of

changebut in the European conteixth e new paradigm i s search
agricultural development model 6 (p392).
beginning to manifestitselfin@grct i cal ter ms but- also in te

faceted and someti mes confloegsandhg t heoretic
Renting 2004). Although acknowledging that it was a slow and contentious

processsome think the writers at that time may have underestintla¢ed

ability of productivist, commercial and corporate interests to hold their

ground. But van der Ploeg@ Renting (2004) respond robustly to criticism as
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to the newness or otherwise of the rural development process they advocate

and study.
Hence,whatmat er s i s not whether @ardrawauponspeci fic pr a
well-established cultural reperteis . What is decisive for their ir
boxd is whether they articulate in new ways Wwi

strategies,nistitutional arrangements and new development trajectories. (van der Ploeg
and Renting 2004, p235)

Theyalso state clearly that rural development is progressing alongside a
cohort of ambitious and wellunded actors whose intentions to continue on
the moernisationproductivist pathway is given huge support politicatiyt
also there is a substantial resmidiversion being spearheaded by actors
heading down the consumption landscape and conservation route. Yet

contentious matters cannot be swept asaleasily.

To begin with, &ke the idea of multifunctional farms. Feehan @@onnor
(2009) writing albut multifunctionality in Irish agriculture point to the

contentious nature of the idea:

é. . (Mul tifunctionality) hithistheecomextogfthel as a bone
WTO negotiations on agriculture. TWhis debate h
of multifunctionalityd, who regard it as a key
functions of agriculture, and its opponents who regard itsggidied protectionism

(Burrell 2001; Thomson 2001; Mahe 2001; Potter and Burney 2002; Losch 2004

(Feehan and O6Connor (2009, pl26)

Multifunctionality can be seen as part of the contradictory tendencies in policy
options adopted by mampovernments (Sonnino and Marsden 2006, Feehan
andO 6 C o rR008)rGovernments, although through highly differentiated
strategies, appear to be pushing for adoption of productivist and post
productivist or alternative strategies at the same time, althaagh @an der

Ploeg and Renting (2004) point to the varied interfaces available as a result.
Generally, it is part of H policy to allow for many competing types of
agriculture which was evident in the battles relating to contamination ef non
genetically mdified crops by genetically modified crogsld{ Commission
Recommendation 23 July 2003
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Pluri-activity, off farm wok undertaken by marginalised farmers, is also a
contentious element of the multifunctional mix as it is said to be only propping
up a failng model(Kinsella et al. 2000However, van Dr Ploeg and Renting
2004 were careful to stress that Kinsella etz000Q) thought these much

disliked strategies for survival may in fact be a bridgehead, enabling a
reorganization of resources away fronpeedency on financial institutions

and agrbusiness modelsAnd finally the idea of the countryside as a
consumptio landscape which is regulated in part by the adoption of the post
productivist paradigm (Feehan and O6Conno
conflict as some would say it plays into the hands of dominant players, pitting
farmers against businessmen and other p@spective landowners when land
comes up for sale in Ireland (Jordan 2019). This could curtail options for food
sovereignty but also froduces new tensions between farmers and non

farmers (van der Ploeg et al. 2000, van der Ploeg et al. 2015). VRiodgret

al. (2000) warn that these suggested changes are not always going to work out
to the advantage of those intended to benefit fiteem, despite the claims of

possible wiawin situations.

Any search for a new development model for agriculture nmastgied from a careful
scrutiny and analysis of the new forms ofaumeration and contradictions that are
emerging between agricultural andn-agricultural economic actarésan der Ploeg et
al. 2000, p393)

This is where some difficult issues need to érassed. One of the

outstanding issues today is access to land for new entrants and land grabbing
(van der Ploeg et al. 2016Jobal policy.org 2013). If European farmers are
leaving the land a fairly high rate (Eurovia.org 2019) and much of the
available land is being snapped up by Hanmmers or larger farmers and large
scale food industry interests (van der Ploeg et abR0bw will new entrants

to farming get access to land? Food sovereignty and access to land groups
(accesstoland.eu) plus orgsaiions associated with Europe-Qulination Via
Campesina are now trying desperately to influence policy to prevent land
grabbng in the EU. In terms of consumption landscapes there is also the

guestion of consumption and service orientated perspedikieg tover from
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small scale primary provisioning as a desirable goal. For those of us interested
in revolutionising the food sgem in the direction of f®calising and

agroecologythis kindof displacement may be a worrying development.

MackenWalsh (D17) and Van der Ploeg (2003) have identified failures in
sponsored local partnerships in the EU. It seems funds targetizg |

partnerships did not benefit primary producers and this could have been due to
the cultural economy being out of reach imis of the skillsets normally

available within these groups. Mackévalsh (2017) cites Shortall (2008)

when highlighting thatdrmers and fishermen might well be interested in
schemes that help them stay in farming and fishing but are perhaps less
intereseéd in those which propose participation in other professions by way of

a baptism of fire. On the level of autonomous restrucgunowevey better

results were obtained by selfganising farmers and their extended networks.

Where the producers themselabsnge the way they do things, without the
need for policy driven interventions, they are likely to increase the value
captureinvolved providedthey have incorporated elements of civic
agriculture, embraced shorter supply chains, or have acknowledged tha
synergistic opportunities with other rural activities are desirable. For Marsden
andSmith (2005) new ways of distributingéfreturns on added value creation
among producers and processors are enhanced by the possibility of creating
protective alliances the face of countervailing forces, but also by creating
new layers of value capture through connecting productive featittes
servicesvhich are either compatihler can be described as mutually
reinforcing enterprisesAlthoughSonnino and Marsae(2006) cite Gilg and
Battershill (1998) referring to the need forancial assistance to prevent
ecological minded and quality conscious producers being (re)absorbed into
more intensive production modekey stress that accurate iddéication of
probdems and the motivation to find sedfganised solutions is something that

is deemed necessary in this autonomous space. Van der Ploeg and Frouws see

some of these challenges in terms of taking calculated risks:

The willingness and the pacity to take riks was a third resource, evidently relating to
the capacity to manage the indicated fields of insecurity in a distinguishable way (van
der Ploeg and Frouws 1999, p340)
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Selfreferentialclosure a term | borrowed éry om Luhnamr
(Luhnamm 20043eems to fit here. The protective advantage gained from

unique knowledge creation, is something that exceeds the mere competitive

advantage. Commercial competitiveness is more suitable to larger and better

capitalised actors. Howeversiz i s n 6 t . Even éirlyldrge prodgcers

are having difficulties over the last 25 years or\éan(der Ploeg 20)8Van

der Ploeg suggests some of these difficult situations can be negotiated by some

of the smaller farms or farms which operate al@f the price sgpeze, they

are somehow able to adapt.

The less commoditised parts of agriculture that are able to distantiate
decision making from the 6l ogic of the

placed to face the current crisis (van der Ploeg 2010

The rejeabn of the leadership of market orientated perspective, which allows
for the designation of ways forward to be arrived at internallgften linked

to a reconfiguration of resources (van der Ploeg and Roep RA@&el and
Renting 200 cite Ventura anMilone 2000) combining new and previously
existing material and symbolic aspects of the rural scene. According to
Brunori and Rossi (2000the coherent amalgamation of these symbolic and

material factors increases the chance of valusgbeedded to eagbroduct.

One would imagine that the kind of synergies discussed by Brunori and Rossi

(2000) should be achievable along the western seaboard of Ireland, connecting

farmers and fishermen to restaurants and hotels, but accordarken

Walsh (2017) this&ds notmat er i al i sed despite the very
Atl antic Wayodo tourist route which navigat
This could be down to ineffective collaboration between diverse actors

viewing things from eitbr 1) productiverural or2) consumptiveural

perspectives.

Horlings et al(2012 espouse thbuilding of coalitions among disparate

actors angee one of the fundamental elements as the provision of multiple
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opportunities for entrepreneurs. This pagéchoed in the idea okganding
theeconomies of scale advantagesomething which can be achieved at a
local or regional level rather than at firm level (Brunori and Rossi 2000). We
can see that producers taking matters into their own hands anchgvibieli
trap of being subdy driven could spur many selfropelling initiatives to

take root. Coming from the European perspective on rural developiment
type of entrepreneurship referred to above is within a different class than
productivist entreprezurial farming and is oftecalledecological
entrepreneurshigMarsden ad Smith2006). This term is not unproblematic
as any researcher who chooses to use it may@ind.should use the term
sparingly while researchirgjternative farmsAlternative farmers of the more
radical knd have an aversion to anything that makes them sound business

orientated.

Van der Ploeg et 82009 discusses the root causes of classification
problems, one being visualising the modernisation process aslg pur
guantitative development which saw gengence as the key. Empirical
diversity which was present at the time (when this approach was in vogue)
was ignored apart from seeing it as the point of departure, or jump point,
which one entered the new optimufey contrast the French and Dutch
classfication systems which later tried to reintroduce viewpoints that were
compatible with true levels of diversity. Van der Ploeg 2010 (farming styles)
discussing the Dutch farming styles approach points to the ianmarof
recognising diverse approachegamming.

€ é . underceteris paribugonditions there is, time and again, a considerable and
often highly relevant diversity. Quite often this diversity contains promising elements
that allow for new solutions,ew trajectories and new institutional argements(Van

der Ploeg 2010, p4)

But he also indicates that a-pooduction with nature may uncover interesting
patterns of knowledge apprehension relating to the human tburaan
interface, noting that this s\omething that is ongoing and has unknown

potential.

Novelties emerge out of the ongoing interaction of man and living nature but are, as

yet, not well understoo@Van der Ploeg 2010, p8)
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Van der Ploeg (2003, 2010) has dealt withdlifculties of categorizing

various kinds of farmers in hisask on Dutch farming styles®ut he also

zooms out to a global perspective when he firstly separates the practices and
cultures of peasant agriculture, entrepreneurial agriculture and capitalist
agriculture. In his view broadening ( adding regricultural activities such as
agritourist enterprises), deepening, ( gaining higher added value per unit,
organic production, small scale processing), cost reduction ( not through scale
increase but bgutting out agribusiness-puts such as using green manures
and other holistic measures) and plactivity are activities which represent a
restructuring of agriculture in Europe. He refers to this r@speasantisation

which appears to be happeningvarious parts of the industrial world. In his

own country (tle Netherlands) for exampl&#000 new small dairy operations
were set up, many by new entrants to farming, between 1980 and 2006. He
contests the notion that the only way farmers can meet tbat thir

intensifying global competition is to scale up andnistg/ farm operations,

adopt high tech solutions, and to do so as quickly and on as many dimensions

as possible.

He provides evidence from The Netherlands that shows the (productivist)
entrepreeurial farms are becoming less efficient, more wasteful aré m
polluting over time and maintains that they are now contributing to the global
warming crisis. Cost reductions (referred tdaasning economicallyy the
farmers) has become increasinglpminent as a top strategy for Dutch
farmers (van der Ploeg 28] It is also a strategy that the methodologies of
biological farming(Zimmer, Biological Farm Conference Tullamore 2018)
andholistically managed grazin(Bavory, A. Butterfield, J 1999, 3LM)

advocates in Ireland have promoted as a core objective. thesé depict

éé. o6new forms of heterogeneityd that result f
adopted on a spontaneous grassroots basis which taken together constitute the process
of re-peasatisation within European. (Van der Ploeg 2018, P106)

Anotherimportant aspect of newly emerging peasant type farming is an
altered view of technological inputs. According to Rissing (20d&y

entrants to farming in the MiWestern United States developw economic
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strategies which, coupled with a léech approeh, often use machinery

disposed of by previous generations of conventional farmers. Strategies of
equipment sharing and reciprocal labour exchange help to avoid incurring
debts or being subsumhénto an alternative technology treadmill. Resource
access tlough collaboration has also been a feature of European smaller scale
initiatives (Brunori and Rossi 2000, p 409).

For van der Ploeg (2018) there are several design principles essentidl for ski
orientated technologies to travel, but their transferherdbcations requires
careful consideration of local culture, practices and skillsets. He lists the
following as the five essential ingredienEdogeneityrelying on local assets
and blendig with outside assets in limited wayBYyjdging ( making new
connections between resources, actors or activities to create opportunities),
Inward orientation(finding solutions locally via rounds of conceptualisation
and materialization)Convertibility ( nonrmarket orientated transactions are
possible and desirahleand finallyCraftsmanshigthe centrality of labour and

experiential knowledge).

Van der Ploeg (201&xpands the principles discoveredBray (1986) while

studying farmersinthe FarEasto descr i be t he European f ar
of peasant likelisposition towards all things technical as requiring a

combination of botfskill-orientatedandsophisticated technologielle uses

the example of sma#icale olive oil production which reliesn an 6ongoi ng
process of engineering, creation and discodery( P115) . The process
interlinks people, not just artefacts and material flawsophisticated

handling of extended domains in the human, natural and technological worlds

(p144).

Van derPloeg remarks that the purely mechanical view of technolagyah
adverse relationship with variations and particularisms common to the-above
mentioned intersection of human, natural and technological processes.
Interestingly Lukacs (168) makes precisglthe same point in his critique of
capitalist production, notg that variation in the speed or skill levels of

workers are seen as a negative factor. If one worker does his job exceptionally
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well this will disrupt projected outcomes and in the reified wod every o6t hing

must fit with anot lndhesystdnthis isugdesirable me wher e e

Reification andecognition theory

Reification influenced and Recognition influenced social

forms

Georg Lukéacs (1968) iHistory and Class Consciousnessmbined elements

of Marx, Simmeland Weber to formulate hisdbry of reification. He saw the
commodity structure, once it had become the dominant form of social
organisation, as wielding supreme power to generate a kind of forgetfulness of
our true nature and our relationships with oshéut also distorted the way

things related to other things in the productive process.

The essence of commodisgructure has often been pointed out. Its basis is that a
relation between people takes on the character of a thing and thus acquiresoan'phant
objectivity', an autonomyhiit seems so strictly rational andethbracing as to conceal

every trace of its fundamental nature: the relation between people. (Lukacs 1968, p83)

The o6di sintegrating effectd of the commod
aspect of a posenwbdbrhdl oédmmomity structu
episodic nature of commaodification in prapitalist societies. In these

societies, the usealue of objects being exchanged was the basis of

transactions. Where there once wamsudtiplicity of forms regulang the

metabolism of human society now, in capitalist society, the universal

structuring principle of commodity exchange takes over. According to Lukacs

the category of 6commodityd itoself wunderg
exchange t o vbeercsoanhe ctahtee géournyi of soci ety as
this is where reification subsumes all other relations, penetrating even the

inner subjective process of peoplebdbs cons

Subjectively (where the market economy has biaky developed) a man's actiy

becomes estranged from himself, it turns into a commodity which, subject to the non
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human objectivity of the natural laws of society, must go its own way independently

of man just like any consumer articleukacs 1968, §7)

We see that Lukacs is hdied by the loss of human identity and what he calls

their true objectivity or true purpose. As van der Ploeg (2018) alluded to in his

discussion of small scale versus large scale olive oil production the loss of

sophisticatbn on the human side of theogduction process, the -@rdination

of various skilled inputs together with the material flows, butlberefers
specifically to the skilled operatordés se
who need the harvest to warkorder to supply the inconfer the coming

year. Here Lukacs foresees the problem van der Ploeg has identified:

é..from t he Iogeratibn and rmahufactiwa t@machme industry we can

see a continuous trend towards greater rationalisatiopytiggessive elimination of

the qualitative, human and individual attribute:
organic necessity with which inteelated special operations are unified in the-end

product.(Lukacs 1968, p&89)

And finally, the idiosyncrati nature of théabourer, whdter she be quick or

slow, skilful or clumsy, thoughtful or practica not only irrelevantt is seen

as a problem that needs to be eliminated. The pedgantarmer described

by van der Ploegcould not be more distinet, independent and autonomy

seeking. To convert that into the |l argely
and paying copious amounts of money to-dgisiness firms and financial

institutions is no mean feat aand this adn

In consequence of the ratialisation of the worprocess the human qualities and
idiosyncrasies of the worker appear increasingly as mere sources of error when
contrasted with these abstract special laws functioning according to rational predictions
(Lukacs 1968, p89).

For Lukacst is not that all this represents a moral wrong doing, nor does he

see it as an epistemic category mistake or a repeated perceptual error made by

citizens but rather that a more rational and more suitable outcome can be

obtaned for human kind when therooodity form is abolished as the

organising structure. Reification enables cerpathologies of the soci&b

persist (Honneth 2008). Her e, as Honnet ho
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useful concept ifReification: A Ne/ look at an Old Ideaghe exphins what he

thinks Luk8csdés approach amounts to theor

Although Lukéacs abstains entirely from the use of moral terminology, his analysis of

reification is obviously not without normative content. after all, his meeeatf the

concept iodndrretfiaywds his assumption that the pl
fact deviations from a Agenué Ralukdosr fiproper o s
does not regard reification as a violation of moral principles but as aideviam a

kind of human pra or worldview essentially characteristic of the rationality of our

form of |lifeé I n this sense, Luk8&8csbés analysis
ontological explanation of a certain pathology found in our life practices{éth

2008 p95)

So reificationclassifies a kind of deviant behaviour which runs contrary to the

type of engaged praxis which we are all capable of. At the outset of his

critique of Luk8csod0s wor swdllowharet h i s scep
exacting denandsare placed ostrategicand calculating activityt might be

foolhardy to expect any return from the use of such an idea.

Everyone agrees that Lukacs has strayed into psychological teattdpat
he is too rigid as regards the pervasivenessatatising effect of reificatio
(Honneth 2008 Later in this review we will discuss the work of Vygotskian
approaches to social research and this ties in with the Hegelian, Marxist and
Russian sphere of influence where historical and sadioiral contess for
action are given moramphasis. Honneth is also accused of being too
psychologicalbut also dualistin his approachStrydomrm 2012 but heat
leastputs considerable space betweenihierpretatiorandthat of Lukacson
the subject of reification as he transforms it intoaertoleranand adaptable
theory of forgetfulnessoupled with the more desirable stanceeaognition.
Honneth here points to the psychological positioning of Lukacs when

considering the concepf reification:

the concept clearly designates a cogniticeurrence in which something that does not
possess thingjke characteristics in itself (e.g., something human) comes to be
regarded as a thigg for they can then no longer avoid perceiving threments of a
given situation solely in relation to the itiflthat these elements might have for their
egocentric calculations. This shift of perspective leads in many different directions,

which for Lukacs constitute just as many forms of reificationn(iizih 2008, P96)
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This link to cognition together with refemce to calculative behaviours and the
multiplicity of operations performed will prove to be important for later
comparisons of detached cognitive versus recognitional ways of approaching
human agon. It should become clearer to the reader as the thegjsegses

that the above theoretical opposition may prove useful in finding an
explanation for many empirically verifiable actions by the actors within

alternative agriculture and its associatetivoeks.

Honneth clearly lays out the extent of the behawauhich fall under the spell

of a reified consciousness and these are things we take for granted in the
competitive capitalist society of today,
nat ur edionsAlthoyghithe recent threat of extinction as a spd@s

given us another reason to question these norms of behaviour, we seem to be

clinging to them all the more desperateBo{lomb2014). The kind of

contemplation and detachment described byalcsks a distinct mode of

passive unemotional observatioinatl material and social events forming part

of oOmayeéeied and stable syndrome of distor
200,8 p 99)

€. diverse modes of behavi ortachmenttpi ng from stub
primarily economic interests all come togethethe attitude defined by Lukacs as

being firei fyi ngéé (thd)shfnobperapecive & 8ccompafiad by

a fAireifyingo perception of alltstobel evant situat

exchanged, the exchanging partners, and finakyérs own per sonal talents n
appraised only in accordance with how their quantitative characteristics might make

them useful for the pursuit of profit. (Honneth 2008, p99)

Honneth sees it astacky proposition to bypass the idea of determining

which acts are morally reproachable, and instead concentrate on constructing a
viable human praxis which appears to be concealed or temporarily out of

sight. How do we know which is the proper praxis®ie case of

agroecology, it may be a slightly simpler gtien to answer as the original
peasant type farming is still in existence throughout the world (van der Ploeg
2018) and provide®od for more human beings than industrial farmikgg(
Campesina Agust 201Y. For other forms of production, and the complex
institutional arrangements that support them, there may be a much higher level

of normative qualification to contend with.
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we are indeed confronted with the much more difficult tasttemhonstrating the

existence of a ftr ue ogaostits digoetedoriatnophied pr axi s over
f o r nTéis kind of notion, however, draws its justification much more strongly from

social ontology or philosophical anthropology than fromsileere customarily termed

moral philosophy or ethics. (Honneth 2008, P100)

The fact that Lukacs suggests a world without reification would allow the

individual to experience the world in an unmediated fashion compatible with

the organic part of his persality, making his encounter qualitatively unique,

is evidence that there a@o many flaws in the theoretical justification of

Lukacsodos project as far as Honneth is con
his attempt to rehabilitate the theory for oundi Taking on board the work of

Martin Heidegger (Being and time), John Dew@yalitative Thought) and

Stanley Cavell (Knowing and Acknowledging) Honneth opens up similar

notions of emphatic engagement, acknowéeadgnt and immediacy. Firstly

Heidegger:

€ é .by offering an existentigghenomenological analysis intended to demonstrate
that the world is always already disclosed to human beings in their everyday activity.
According to Heidegger, we do not encounter reality in the stance of a cognitive
subject, lnt rather we always already practically cope with the world in such a whay tha

it is given to us as a field of practical significaniéonneth 2008, p104)

Hei deggerdéds notion of &écared all ows for e
and other nofimuman beingsvhich again relates to this thesis as the actors

(farmers and land based Wers) spend much of their day in contact with

these forms and in some cases put a very high value on the specificity of their

condition. This must not be confused withthe eveyydau s e of t he word 6

considering his work was written in German.

bothHed egger and Luk8cs intended their notions of
dealings both with other persons and with his or her surroundings casts doubt on this

hypothesis. Theyidd not conceive of the stance embodied
flempat het i ¢asapplying aotelg tmthenother subject involved in human

interaction but in principle to any and every object involved in the context of human

praxis (Honneth 2008, P108)

Again Honneth shows where both thinkers are heading, it seems very much an
engagenent with the full bredth of human interactions (included the mental
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processes involved) whether they be with other personshunmian life

forms, or the material world. Finalllp,e c ombi nes Hei degger d6s no
with Hegelian recognition to assersltentral idea that the recognitional

stance can be seen as preceding cognitive processes.

...the assertion that the attitude of care enjoys not only a genetic but also awancept

priority over a neutral cognition of reality. | intend subsequently farmeulate this

assertion by cautiously replacing the Heidegge
Hegelian category of Arecogni tjustdythed I n this wa
hypothesis that a recognitional stance enjoys a genetic anadatggiority over all

other attitudes toward the self and the woftdbnneth 2008 p109)

Although not inclined towards the radical European idea of reificallewey
was in ture with similar notions of engagement which, according to Honneth,

was a remaable piece of contemporaneous philosophising

Deweyds reflections boil down to the assertion
world is always already bound up with aistit form of experience, in which all

elements of a given situation are qtaively disclosed from a perspective of engaged

involvement (Honneth 2008, P 110)

Honneth determines that concern for human destiny expressed by Dewey and

Hei deggerhebsotroogd natoft t he | inguistic proc:¢
is whatwasattheheart of Deweyds work at the ti me
We can take it that abstraction is ultimately driven by a future orientated

concern for human survival and enrichment, velasrimmediacyor the given

i's more primordial a wordoffdrgetingtperoiigma c y . Dewey
emotive or qualitative beginnings of a cognitive process as being detrimental

brings us t o Hoetinleesss ong of the Key eaphatory f

underpinnings of how he thinks reification could take place.

First ofall, he concedes, where Lukacs stands firm, that the many complex
tasks in todags social organisational forms require a purely cognitive
apprehension of the situation and this paves the way for a shared space
between the polarities of detached and caloed mode ontheone hand and

the recognitional mode on the other. The latteigbatifies as hang primacy

over theformer. The relationship between the two needs to be worked out as a
theoretical project.
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One possible way of emighohe tbidravgupdn extethal sritesa mi st ak

in order to decide in which spheres aagnitional stance is required, and in which

spheres an objectifying stance is more function
kinds of stances relate to one another: ti®yeither transparent to each other or

obscure, accessible or inaccessiblehinfirst case, the act of cognition or detached

observation remains conscious of its dependence on an antecedent act of recognition; in

the second case, it has freed itsélfhis dependency and deludes itself that it has

become autonomous of all n@pigemic prerequisitesHonneth 200§128)

In otherwritings Honneth asserts ththie pathologies of the soci@dHonneth 2007)

which inhibit a more natural and engaged prarisdming commonplace

need to be understood in part as a withholding of recognitigmortantly,

Lukacs implies something was lost. From this notion, Honneth raises the

prospect that reified social forms also involves forgetfulness. In fact Honneth

finishs by seeing forgetfulness of recognit.i
of reification.

Lastty Honnet h refers to Cavell s work which
understand other peopleds words and ideas
acknowledged their entional state or disposition towards a certain topic

otherwise therare many asmsof our awarenesshich are disengagedhis

goes beyond the idea that all | need is the pattern of your thought and actions

and | carunderstandvhat you are about, sonmet ng put forward &éby t
who claim that understanding other people requiresmgthore than an

understanding of their reasons for acting

we are able to understand the meaning of a particular class of linguistic propositions
onlyifweareinhat stance or attitude which he describ
put it briefly, the acknowledgment of the other constitutes aemistemic prerequisite

for linguistic understanding. (Honneth 200823)

The reader can see that it is possible to arras@pposing forces a detached
cognition or clinical thinking on one sigand a reognitional stance or

engaged praxis on the other. Honneth has already relented, conceding that
detached apprehension of humaput factors might have its place in complex
tasks. He has also introduced the reader to the softer notions of forgetting or
forgetfulness and of acknowledgement as being part of his rehabilitated

reification. This softening of lines gives plenty of room for manoeuvre, but he
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sticks to his assertiondhrecognition precedes cognition on a primordial or
genetic level and although ipdsophically, this may very well be viable, for

the purpose of this work it may be a bridge too far.

Here as | adapt Honnethés and,ILukacsods
need to emphasise thats could be considered @art of cognitivesociology

of areal world scenario which can later be more closely identified with

cognitive ethnography.choose to see recognition and cognition as

competitive ways of seeing the idrMental processes that interchange very

rapidly (inside the skull)ra considered bwtlsosocially bounded processes

where o6rules of the gamed for one group

being applied to specified others or thimge scoped duReverting to
Lukacs, | considerethe emphasis that Lukacs puts ba productive process
may suit the purpose of this work even though Honneth disagrees with some

of his reasoning.

Farming is a productive procegven though alternative farming frasiéself

as neither productivistor nec-productivist. This study, fanstanceis

somewhat producdocused bufrom a non productivist perspective if you

will. Interestingly, non-productivism requires a recognitional stance in order to
function. To compicate matters, but also to take advantage of this proposed
synthesishybridity, sometimes called ecological entrepreneurship, might be
an (unconscious) methodology for incrementally slicing the recognitional
wedge down to thinner and thinner sliversrdgose that some of the
shortcomings of embeddness theory applied &ternative agriculture and
alternative food networks may be overcome by applying the work of these
authors but first there is the problem of cognition which happens outside the
skull, sometimes referred to as extended cognition or distributed cognition.
The next section deals with this problem by taking on a Vygotskian point of

view.
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VygotskiarSocial Research and Distributed

Cognition

Vyagotskiamnsocial and psychological research

As stated earlier, Vygotskian approaches to social research ties ihavith
Hegelian, Marxist and Russian sphere of influence where historical and socio
cultural contexts for action are given more emphasis. In the west we instantly
think of the scaffold teory of learning, the zone of proximal development and

development psywlogy when we hear his name. In faatcording to

Smagorinsky(2018), many of the finer points of Vygo

misinterpreted due to mistranslation or a carelessneasobib of a dislike of
all things Russian.

ZPD gets explained in edu@nal psychology textbooks, its presentation is
(mis)presented to make it appear to be more of an informptimeessing, irthe-head
phenomenon than the sociocultural, historicgligunded, socialymediated

developmental process that | believe Vygotskended. (Smagorinsky 28p71)

Vygotsky clearly took his antieductionist stance from Marx and his
adherence to holism is attributed to both Marx and Gestalt Psychology. In
keepirg with the Marxist tradition, he was also mindful ofhigtorical and
sociacultural impacts on learningnvironmentsand the developmental
process (social and individual). e future observing aspeof human
functioning as a natural part of our make Daniels citetantolf (2004)

referring to the sockeultural not so much as a theory of social orurailt

processes Obut as a theory of mindé recog

relationships and culturally constructed artefacts play in organisiiquely

human forms of thinkingé (Daniels 2008,

As regards the future observing or planning ponent Vygotsky sees this as

a key moment of development. This is interesting for the purposey of

research in the sense that the conventional apprto farming appeats

prioritise the calculative mode of thinking when engaging in future observing

or future planning. This is in accordance with the somewhatr e scr i bed 6

entrepreneurialiew of European farming (van der Ploeg 2018).
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From a developnmal point of view Vygotsky suggests that acquiring the ability to

integrate the planning function of lammage into their approach to their surroundings

radically alters an adolescentdés functioning.
acti vi t ymouldigivesshapedosa substance, words can shape an activity into a

structure. However, that structureny b e changed éwhen planning for
(Vygotsky 1978 p25). (Daniels 2008 p9)

Vygotskian inspired research generally focusses not just afetredopmental
process of the individual in childhood or adolescence butdio¢hlifelong
process and antergenerational process which acknowledges the social
context through which it learns and becomes a part of. The individual is for
some socieculturalists inseparable from the social context where it acts but
othes such as Sawyer 2002 argue that pitghiior a dualistic take allows for
specific kinds of research not least the area of micro sociological pstbiate

mediate between the two.

Mediaion processes which Lukacs (1968) spends considerable time

discussingis also part of the Vygotskianrepg oi r e but, i n Vygot sk
these are more often referred to as tools or psychological fgasrding to

Daniels (2008)Wertsch claims that tlse mediational tools are historically

situated and provide boadt i@ d ordiagrief iana
appropriation of these tools involves 6&6ma
constraints inherent i n poifhtaf viewofdhisd. Al so i

research he claims that if the tools have outlived their usefulneggviara

situation this will impede performance (Dani2908p 61). As the thesis

progresseghe reader will perhaps agree that the use of chemical fertilisers

and the notion of maximising yield at almost any cost, even if it destroys the

very soil that ve all depend on, is probably a good example of physical and

mediational tools which have outlived their usefulness.

Intrinsic to the Vygotskian way of thinking that material and social artefacts

are used as psychological tools, the satitbural contekis at once a tool for
learning and a space to do it in. But also, the learner acts within the space over
a period of time, or an extended period of time. Tih@ted nature of the

learning also speaks to the irreducibility principle and a challendpeto t

cognitivist assertion that universal principles of learning apply everywbere
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that set piece cognitive modules cand perhaps shoultde inserted to all
cultural and temporal spaces. Even imagined futures can be seen as social
artefacts in Vygotskin terms (Daniels 2008). Even this brief encounter
demonstrates that Vygotskian social perspectives can be a rich source of
holistic and sociatlevelopmental ides whichcould complemenbr develop

our understanding dhe recognitivecognitive divide Honath (2008) alluded

to in the previous section. | will now turn to another interesting facet of this

approach which involves distributed and situated systemsgoiitoon.

Distributedcognition

Vygotsky was an early advocate of extending the ideaeofniind beyond the

singular individual Debatesurroundinghe boundaries of cognitive process

never reallyreached a conclusion and they continue to theeptatay
Understanding the human mind-6as an emerg
hi st or i ciavdlving mediatiensby tools which are inherently cultural

and historical is compatible with Vygotskian and Marxian viewpoints.

Although Vygotsky being an edutanal specialist delves into the fineries of

knowledge transfer noting that individuals reeeilie benefit of these

mediations only if they have acquired the competencies to handle such tools,

an acquisition which occurs in social settings with guidariceore

knowledgeable othe(®aniels 208, p 76). Although for Dewey, who is also

influentialamong distributed cognition innovators like Hutchins, knowledge

transfer is not strictly speaking, a tran
oractivity,mt her than an acquisitiondé (Osbeck a

Social and technical representais areo-created.

A central effort of DCog is to reconceptualize representational systems as 1aagh
environment systems. A braandenvironment differsrbm a brairin-environment

system because it does not assume or prioritize the brain or its representational
proceses. Instead, cultural and cognitive processes are not merely interrelated but are

co-implicated. (Osbeck and Nersessian 2014, P87)

These eternal functions which go beyond the individual human skull are
often seen as shared cognitive operations involethgr people, technical
inputs (including thinking machines or instrumentation [Hutchins 1995,
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Hutchins and Klauseh996]), or environmentdy embedded knowledges or
signals often nonhuman. They are also said to involve elements performed
previously ina temporally or spatially distinct situation. To break out of the
singlemind cognitive box involves entering into a recognitional or engaged
praxis life world which is encouraged to be future observing. Vygotsky was by
no means a cognitivist. According $mnagorinskyhis life was spent fighting

this reductionist view of mental processes.

€..a yght against bi ol oggofbumanpsychdloge ogni ti ve wund
Instead, he was primarily concerned with how human environments are established and

perpetated through social practices designed to guide action toward cultural goals. In

other words, the ZPD is more than simply what a teachede#n help a student

become more independent by yrst working collab
and more omplex than that conception. It has a developmental, historical, cultural,

social, and futur@riented character that cannot be reducedoiatisd learning

episodes in classrooms. (Smagorinsky@011)

Daniels details that cognitive sociology, cognitsaeence and Vygotskian

research strategies share some of the concerns about the shared, distributed or

situated nature of cognitive processgsch extend beyond the individual.

Knowledge is ceordinated between individuals and artefacts, between internal

and external environments or structures, it is transformed through various

representations and operations. Often seen as atscbioical feld,

exemplified by the famous cognithethnographic approach of Hutchins

(1995), distributed cognition approachesinderstanding mukactor

situations such as communities of practice are by no means a rarity, such as

low-tech educational environmenBrocesses distributed over time can be

t hought of as having distributed cognitiywv
transform the nat ur BOO3pf77clteallodanetalv ent sdé ( Dar
2000)

In Cognition in the WildHutchens (1995)Xescribes howhe human
component amongst technical systems often provides the cognitional lubricant
and micro level communicatisrbetween all distributed elements of a human

technical assemblage as found in an aircraft cock pit or on the bridge of a ship.
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This permitghe human component of the system to act as a malleable and adaptable
coordinating tissue, the job of which is &esto it that the proper coordinating

activities are carried out. In their communication and in their joint actions, the
members of the navagion team superimpose themselves on the network of material
computational media. They provide the connecting éthat moves representational
state across the tools of the trade. (Hutchins 1995, p 888)

The reader may see common links between this Kilgdimantechnical

interface and the humamature interface which happens on alternative farms.
The farmer and hisolunteers, employees and familial labour sources in some
way superimpose themselves on the natural process or growth cycles when
theysaythg try to 6émimic natured. -Even more s
ordinated (between many individuals) interventions widang mindful of
planting times (seasonally and lunar cycles in biodynamic farms) soill
temperature, moisture content of the soil and previme of the soil over
shorter and longer timescales. A cogniatenographic study of this type of
intervention vould need to take into consideration the source of the skills and
knowledge being applied in order to investigate if the cognitional eveatedt

somewhere else or at another time.

The subject of how distributed cognition and cognitive ethnography can be
applied to the study of alternative farms will be elaborated on in chapter 6,
looking at the interface between the human andmonan world, cognitive
distributions over time and the deferral of cognitive tasks to other times or the

tendency to delegatognitivetasksto other (perhaps institutional) actors.

Conclusion

Although te literature orthe fundamental nature afternative fod networks
and theNew Rural Paradigrhas begun to fade in its intensity and in respect
of the number of publications annuaityemains a formidable expanse of
literature with many contributorin keeping with developments in the
empirical worldmany witers have turned their attentibmspecific areas of

interest uncovered by these approaches such as hybrid networks, food
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sovereignty or food security issues, or the impact of global food systems on
sociaeconomic systemand climate change objective@ne wonders if aew
approactcould reenergise the original debatertainingto thefundamental

nature of these alternative forms of agriculture and associated networks

Perhaps seeing the whole spectrum through the recognitional lerizeraay

useful stating point if one were to pursue sua reevaluation Is theres a

way toperformessential tasks involved aiternative agriculturevithout the

obligation toadopt a recognitionatanc€in many ways van der Pl o
peasantries replicate the conditsoforarecognitiveframe of reference. The

peasantries as a concept fall dpwnmy opinion,not on their own account

but on theadjoiningconceptialisationof theircompetitorswhat van dePloeg

terms O6ent r ep itseensthat enardpredrship imtber s 6 .

developed part of the world penetrates almost any walk of life and agriculture

IS no exception.

This can be problematic for theorists. For exampl&aepreneurship is also

present in van der ,Bthooghgi@femetlasatyge wor |l d pe
of O6ecol ogi c aorsemmetsartefpedeployenent of resoyscés or

reconfiguration of component parts. If converting hla¢ffarm into a ourist

business allowthef ar mer t o stay farming on the oth
solution of a kind.Taking into account that this is in some way a reflection of

a household economy approathgverthelesind it problematic to see this

hypothetcal tourist business as anything but entrepreneurship and certainly
caegorisingtasé mut i functi onal agricultured, O6érur
0 p e a s lmsa certaid level of validity, but it fails to identify obvious

problems. Land is being taken out pfoduction which means land from some

other part of the world, probably formally peasawnined, will have to be

requisitioned for feeding the European consumer. The reader might agree that

there are some ambiguities to be confronted in the literaturkesnaive

farming in Europe. Hopefully this thesis can provoke some food for thought.
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Methodology

Introducing the methodology

I n this thesis the research process was ¢
but also influenced by grounded theory.

entire project functionedcascannetdewnat hve

constructimpl amhadti emiscalatder Glhasnewval i dat
(1967) reminds us that if one wants to ge
categories from qualitative methods, evid
vali datungcyhefatbat evitdeomcrmucshoul d not

significance.

the evidence may not necessarily be accurate
concerned only with accuracy), but the concept
abstracwhan @akBogwoing on dam 1t%he7 agpg exnld)studi ed (

The structur al boundaries of the facts ar
revisiting the data and in some cases eng
gathering (Glasser 19&éa7, Charmez 2006). C

The desigprbgvebseseabuilding up from facts,
grounded formal theory. To generate substantiv
necessary comparative analysi s; ethnographic

d at, are i mmernstehliys upsterffpuds e o( Gl aser 1967, p35)

At this point it is worth noting that eth
include participatory observati on, i nter v
di scourse analysis, iahe angtr calhndaysthemop gt

approach and wherag oswech paantircadiaatl iyomwh er ¢
informants was central, the ethnographic

met hod. As grounded theory emphasises the
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cat eqsr iaexsentr al objective, nl fwasm keen t
some of its guiding principles. One is th
vali dating evidence, and its deserved pro
Al t hough testi mo+sydieinst ,i nt hseo men twearyp rseetlaft i o |
the evidende omaywllke opuesaat | east subject t
can then be seen as a validation process

where the testimony and ictad |nyartraatgiev ee dq wa
the researcher, kutast hsyefmuév aratt mel Hes ea Ad

(2017) give an exampl e:

I't is also possible to conduct research on nar
specifically been colilmcmiedd wi Monyastradiies iquel
response gqgaualwhtiacthi vitkayd altend i tself to narrative

2017 p521).

From the outset | recognized that the fie

uni que characteriystdicssp erresieadt isnigt etso antds hhei

actors, cWwhiraktmay sal € account for some
hi story and different developmental track
sociolog9l10)owstill, the conservatism app

letature justifies firstlwhitcahk iinsg pae rghraopusn
reserved for areas where | ittle research

employing the concepts of mainstream soci
vigorously tie anmmramadd ywhiheeh domain of rur ¢
Bourdi®2u §dPYWE specificity of the scientif

conditions of the progress of reason.

~

.. epistemol ogical conflicts are al ways,
(Bourdigu21)l975

I n other words we construct knowledges an

own political perspective, and this can s
objective science. Met hodol ogy grounded

chall enge tzhoen ecsopmfeodr by previous research
reader that nothing could be more politic
agriculture in the Republic of Ilreland. A
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respectful of the goaddwebéagdesne wWgr geongr

this area and take notice of their met hod

The difficulties associated with getting

informants who are fiercely independent a
i ngyiesipalcl y i f carried out by a single in
It seemed that a policy of total i mmer si o
participation on the farm itself. As the
institutrconatei mar ftiondiede tracko opens doo
easier access (farm wal ks, conferences, ¢
these events helps, but in many ways, it
possible while the wtiipldlowo oftowpermynity
experience that accumulating ethnographic
observation, esamwecrtsuateidonsn,t essrevmiews as wel
note taking at conferences and farm wal ks
tgo.e Tdhnal ysi s of these notes and recordi
way was conducive to building the picture
static picture. Anyone involved in this Kk
you just poweetdtitsui BBottthe conventional and al
agriculture are going though many changes
Il n all Il visited 25 farms in the Republic
several visits where one could drop by an
regadi mere formal access and permissions.

participatory observation shared between

of the farms, west coast, midlands as wel
all owed for aentematsmralfy quepriegsaati ve dat a.
reader will see in chapter three, the typ
del i berately chosen so as to reflect many

organic, the Dbiological dhemsg ach BeadmECSAsS

of ownership and | abour patterns also ref
present in the field. For example, famil:@
person operations or collectively owned f

oppor tfuonrigcioerst i ve analysis under differen
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there were the farmers whom | me t whil e v

participating in farm wal ks or attending

Ethical Considerations: Anonymisation of Data.

Some would sugge#itat anonymity is impossible in qualitative research and

that the high value placed on its use is purely utilitarian. For a quantitative
researcher it is easily executed. Alndeed
name with ease and speed than to elat@rihedistinctive characteristics of
individual so (Van Den Hoonaard 2003, P141
Hoonaard (2003) referring to ethnographic research the application of

formulaic strategies, such as name changes, is not as effective as a more

involvedproces initiated by the researcher and maintained at the various

stages of the research process. Anonymity is generally seen as a continuum

which slides along a scale where protection of the individual is on one end of

the spectrum and maintaining thdueandintegrity of the research data holds

sway on the other end (Saunders et al. 2015).
Ethics Statement

This research project will be conducted with full compliance of research ethics
norms. As the sole investigator | will take full responsibildyekplan, in
appropriate detail, what the research is about to participants and describe how
| intend to protect their identity. | have chosen three areas to be the primary
focus as regards anonymisation. 1)Changing the names of all interviewees 2)
avoidance ofplacename identification of farms or naming-éarm or off

farm businesses where possible 3) avoidance of other identifying factors in
cases where the informants indicate this to be their preference. All data will be
deleted at the end of the stualyd paticipants are fully aware of their right to
withdraw their consent at any time. These intentions will be communicated
fully to the informants when seeking their consent. In the case where
participants ask to be identified or named this requesbeiWweghed against

the desired uniformity of having all interviewees anonymised as a default
strategy. It may be that changing the names of all interviewees could prove to

be a better démessaged for the purpose of

61



Chapter A iterature, Theory and Methods

consideationthat the subject matter of the thesis is not overly sensitive and

does not require confidentiality and recognising that the informants in this

sector of the economy appear to be relaxed about these issues it was thought to
be unnecessary to take ethe masures to conceal the identity of informants.

The exception to the narohange strategy will be those actors in the public

realm who give explicit permission to the author to quote from their

presentations or public discourse.

Participatory Obsevation

Fine (2003) refers to the opportunities

structures by combining material from
taking into account the produdti € hof
emphasda zweasl ueh of spending | ong hours
researcher to "explore the organised
effective (Fine 2003 P 41). As | have
with the f aramedr so,t hgeort ovnitsd etrofrar ms I

an understanding of how they work, and
Observational techniqgques targeting pract.i

t hose

effectiveness of spelte fset taitmgonhbal(lZawl e

gat hering of highly particul arised dat a

knowl edge transfers (Garicano and Rayo

knowl edge relative to other knowl edge

i ssaufessubomndithatsi bearning environment .

that tacit | earning and infor mal i nstruct

is certainly no substitute for getting

returning thrultthe |l scame meost.Leddsexpect ,

repea

were infinitely more productive in terms

research. As | describe in detail bel
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obser vatfiarnm od md wonfadfc tiisv ietgssd nttihael dtesi r ed
i mmersive effect and make cl ose engagemen

i f not for the far mer s.

I summari se the usefulness and relevance

opportunities which occher b20W®ennspheng

Reublic of Ireland. The early part of thi
to be a traumatic time for l ri sh far mer s
events, but |l ess so for alternative f ar me

duriengedarhl yt ls¢ amgerst iodi pati on/ observation ¢
for deepening engagement with informants

confidence as a rur al researcher. It wa
pick up much needead nk co viclaeesdry g paabcatu tf room t |
crash course in farming, I soon became aw

a working farm as these observation oppor

cross reference what is bei Kawudiid hwi t h w
(2006b)es Mar shall and Rossman (1995) in t
Participant observation allows researchers to c
use in interviews, observe events that informan
shareobser ve .isniftourantainotnss have described in inter\
them aware of distortions or inaccuracies in de

(Kawulich 2006 p3).

Li kewise, soci al artefacts such as flyers
websitesge whrthoéd the product of the farn
one's observations of the |ived experienc
the more the informant is I|Iikely to revea
busi ness, bwitngalas oc@&myi hiccacrogfea t o hear t he
you get to be there for the cranky moment
di sadvantage of the farmer, they are mere

filter.
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Farm activities and observation opgiunities

A loifstobservation activities combined as I
gat hering. It involved gathering data r el
the farmer but al so howrishiret amtagd hlaere abd@in
over (Semet dml esso3nel)c.ases, the farmer may |
production activities with other activiti
sort of detailed account of these changes
conventi onalavco wun tt dwrepgaeryt(so,d eals ar ound ada
social and ecol ogi cal demands which manif

the formation of the methodol ogy for this

motivation called for a icnontthriisb usteinosne an al
péraps it should take account of the theor
the network. As the work progressed, preo

stance of the farmer became more prominen
appr oarcér etswo iwakyisngofabtorut the same thing.
alternative farmers outside of the provis
demonstration that in certain sectors of
human interactiohjonat engmtgegnemdt agd

exchange is the (MmMdse TEdldleect3d .vle) strategy
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Interviews and discourse analysis
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Interpretation and Analytal Model
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Chapter3 The Farms
Alternativefarms in theRepublic of Ireland2018

2019)

In the first part of this chaptéris hoped that an up to date picture of
alternative agriculture can be presented using qualitative data. All the farms
are located in thRepublic d Ireland and the data pertains to the time period
laid out in the methodology chapter during 2018 an®20ke second paris

an attempt to answer the first research question relatitig thstinctive

nature of alternative farms and how they diffemfrconventional farms. As

has been seen in the international accounts of similar farming styles, Irish
dternative farmerar e by no means a homogenous grou
definition of alternative farming it could refer to selfovisioning in urban
spaces, small organic farms which only sell locally or largescale farms which
cut costs by minimising aigbusiness inputs such as herbicides pesticides and
chemical fertilizers. Includenh this chapters a broad sample of farms,
separated in to threapels of four farms. Within these panels there are
significant differences between the approaches and ttwgrasting farming
styles and variations in soegzonomic strata and politics of the actors
provides interesting material from a rural sociologynp of view. In the

second part of this chapieiata from these farmers but also data from other
farmersand actors within AFNs and state sponsored institutierssibject to

analysis and interpretation.

Introducing the farmers

In panel 1 dealing witheef and tillage farmerthe first two farmers use both
alternative and conventional methods, whilegdbeond two are either certified
organic or certified biodynamic. There are no strict guidelines governing the
first two farmers as of yet, and this ams they can to a certain extent make it

up as they go along as regards navigating contradictory dentithes. want
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to apply a chemical solution to a problem they can, whereas the latter two
have to abide by strict rules as regdangputs, although thekertified status
gives them a good advantage in the marketplace. Thatlsend are
derogations for applying limited quantities of forbidden chemical or
pharmaceutical solutions for the certified farms and this in itself can be a
contentious issue fahose who are more concerned about quality of the food
we eat. Both of theseertified farms are involved in direct sales to restaurants

or consumers.

Another generator of heterogeneity in this area is collective action orientated

farms. CSA farms are aeat example of collective action and there are two

good examples of this prasted in panel 3. & even within this category there

are very different ways of organising this kind of affair. A lot depends on the

kind of people that are involved and theircaimstances and location. The

Keanefarm for instancewas started by whaten f ar mer cal l ed a O6yol
crowdd on a shoestring budget. They event
funds to buy their first patch of rough windswept land and weffitom there.

The Gallagherfarm is a family affair but is organised as a CSA. Both farmers,

or sets of farmers, have radial ideas about the future of food provisiboig

are interested in food sovereignty but thrms are very different places to

visit because sodig they are structured differently. There are also box

collection schemes @ekly vegetable boxes for specific customers) that are

not run by CSAs but are nevertheless community orientated. Some of these

rely on strong personalised contact between thmdaand the eaters while

others do not. So these community orientated vetgetabmers can be worlds

apart in a number of ways, for examm&tending their networks via social

media is essential for somehile others rely solely on face to face contact

and are certain they want to keep it that way.

The other panel gives a samplehorticultural farmers and farmeducators.
These farmeeducators put significant time and effort in to educating
volunteers, trainees, teachers, consumers and other meshbepublic as
well as engaging with institutions such as counsitioolsandtraining
facilities. In two cases the educatabaspect of their offiarm and offfarm

activities amounts to 40% of their income. Twottfarm, being connected
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and institutonally bound up with a sustainable living community also has an
educationatlimensionwithin it but more in the line with an advocacy role.
FarmerScottis very much aligned with the idea of collective action in the
locale to change the way we do thingselation to food systems. He is
particularly concerned about the corpornatieeoverof seeds and is ready to
talk about a number of issues at the drop of a hat, like genetic pollution of wild
plants for instance. But ttgcottfarm is firstly a food promsioning project.
Significantly that food does not travel outside the villagéhe local towrto
whichthe village is adjoined. Th@riffin farm is different again in that it is a
family farm which supplies its own organic retail unit in the nearby té\Mso
farmerGriffin is involved in collective action but more as an insioioit

builder on a local level.

Clarification as to which parts of the dataset the

three panels of farmers represent.

The dataset for this researebhich is presented in tabulated form in the
appendix on P. ZK has many dimensionghich combine to yield empirical
and theoretidamaterial thought to be relevant to the research quesiibwes
appended table (see p.12@ives amoverview ofhowthevarious sarces of
data have contributed practical termsandquarnifies particularmethodsof

data retrievalExemplars aralsoprovided.

The dataset for thiesearchasmentionedabove combinesmany dimensions

The panels below are an intersection of various types of alternative farmers in

Ireland (see table 3.1 part A and gyt The more strongly alternative farmers

fitting in thAl tatpgbryeoFanmeoawere mor e
interviewed in person or over the phone. The rest of the farms like those in the
category fABiological Far twmihavgbeghppr oacho we
accessed via farm walks. Table 2.2 shows the proportionsgethg diverse

types of data retrieved. Assembling these twelve farms and presenting them in

panels is an attempt to show the reader how the typology, developed as part of

the thesis, usefully breaks down andcentextualises the sources of the data

(farmers, farms, social artifacts, visibility of networks) into something which

is more easily and more quickly conceptualised. In short, the farmers have
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either been interviewed bydlresearcher or the researcher has attended farm
walks on their farm. Althougthe method of data retrieval varied the data is

not presented in terms of how it was gathered. Emphasis here lies with the

idea of typification. Fifty percent of the farmers wilere interviewed or
encountered at the farm walks or conferences are negmexd as part of these
panels but may be referred to elsewhere in the text or used by the researcher to
check assumptions or generalisations and make judgments as regards
boundaies of applicability of theoretical constructs later on in the process .

Panel 1 Beef and Tillage Farmers

This section introduces a sample of beef and tillage farmers who are involved
in some form of alternative farming in Ireland in 2019. | was luckpnke part

in very informative farm walks on all of these farms and to leNew up
guestions with the host farmer and other farmers, institutional actors or
activists who were present on the day. All these farms had both tillage beef
operations on thefiarms although not all were being carried out by the farmer
or his employes. For instance, some parts of tlyach Farm were leased to a
tillage farmer while the rest was dedicated to his Galloweag and the
McLoughlin Farm sold grazing rights to a ¢gr beef farmer and concentrated

on tillage.

TheLynch Farm

TheLynchfarmwas roughly 100 acrewith half rented out to a tillage

farmer. Of the remaining grassland half of was marginal, being part ofa low
lying strip of land referred to as the basihefe was a field near the entrance
which was grazed conventionally the rekthe grazing land was managed as

a holistic grazing system. Based on the holistic system popularised by the likes
of Alan Savourythe cattle are mowkthrough very small paddoslevery 18

or 24 hours where they haveaged and trampled long grass. Tnass which

has been trampled and manured by the animals is rested for two or three

months before the animals return. Mmch explained that longer grass has
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longer roots which emurages filtration of the soil and builds up soil biology
around the morearnplex root systems. The trampled grass acts as a soill
armour keeping the soil from being exposed to the air and protecting it from
excessive loss of moisture. He believed thatehmeslti species grassase

better from an animal health and soil healtmpof view and he was amazed
in the drought of 2018 just how much better it performed than the

conventionally grazed system.

The only fertiliser the grassland gets is the mantiteeocattle which graze

that land although there is a flooding problentlolower section where

slurry overflows from other farms have occasionally spilled onto his land. Mr
Lynchis very involved with his purebred animals, the belted and black
Galloways which are very hardy animakccording to him theyave not

been interfead with by humans as much as other breeds. He compares them to
Bison as they are very much independent and survive out of doors all the year
round. One of his main objectives iskigep the cattle out of sheds and use the
grassland and a bale grazimgthod to feed them. Cattle in sheds cost money

andasMr Lynchis a low input farmehe avoids these scenarios

On visiting the farm onean see that Mtynchis committed to low stres
stockmanship, all his operations are tailored to fit the temperameth®f

animals. He said he has completed many courses and has accumulated a lot of
experience throughout his career. The less stress on the animals the better and
these breeds are & like wild animals (they like to calf and reproduce away

from human obseation). Although the health of his animaddargely driven

by the health of the soil and the types of grasses and the management of the
grazing and water distribution within theilsbut also relevant ar@bove

ground factors such as frequencyrains floods andappropriatevater

facilities for animals. In holistic grazing even a bunch of animals hanging
aroundawater troughin summer is frowned upon as this will compact thié so

and cause an uneven distribution of manure and grass growtke@tie from

seedy hay bought from nearby farmers who have the right kind of meadows
are allowed to reseed the grassland naturally (the bale is sptezdtbe field

and the animals walknoand sleep on that hay for one or two days).
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Mr Lynchwas asked ajut the maturation rates of these animals by the other

farmers and he said that they are slow to mature and are generally slow at

most things but once they are on the conveyed you hag different animals

at different stagest does not make a differea. What was different, he

pointed out, was the cost of looking after these animals. He avoided bills

coming from the cap (agribusiness supplies) and the vet (agri

pharmaceuticals). Faily, his weed control became easier because these

hardier animalsrample and even eat some parts of the weeds, the holistic

method encourages longer grass to strangle the weed at the appropriate time in

the weedobs | i fe cycl éhiolodydiscoumjesweeda mor e b a

growth.

TheLynch Farm is also connected to the conventional beef sector in Irish
agriculture. At the moment he does not have a Galloway bull in with the herd
but a Shorthorn. This cross will be a sort of bdpiey colour for the

commercial market. These are very popul@hwish farmers. MiLynch says

that a dairy farmer will often buy a bhggey crosseven if it is not suitable

for dairy, just to have one on the farm. He also sells some of his Galloway bull
calves on after @aning to a conventional beef finisheho operates a very
intensive system (bordering on a feedlot). So even thoudtytieh farm is

on the cutting edge of adopting All an Sav
is clearly committed to cutting out inputoming from the agfusiness

sector thefarm also has some dependency on the conventional market. Mr
Lynchis waiting to get his land back from the tillage farmer in 2020 and this
will enable him to increase the size of his purebred herd and thetehdsn

on converting the whole farm to holsgrazing.

TheMcLoughlin Farm

TheMcLoughlin Farm is one of the 12 midland farms chosen for trialling
methods of biological farming. A member of the Danu Group which has
funding from the EU regularly visithis 300Gacre tillage farm. Mr
McLoughlinis very excited about applying the principles of biological

farming not least because even in the early stages it is saving money-on agri
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industrial inputs without significant loss of yield. He uses methods like
companion cropping (growing two species sigesile) which harnesses the
different characteristic®ne crop to compliment the other. What one crop

needs the other supplies in terms of nutrients in theadiy stimulating the

soil biology in such a wathat is advantageous to the other crop. Esiiee

use of cover cropis evident on the farnsupplying nutrients to the soil in

between commercial crops and protegthe soil from leaking valuable

biological and chemical components into the atmospiwgralsominimising

losses of nutrients in ties of heavy rainfall. He was proud to tell me that his
cover crops sometimes contain as many as eleven species and this was having

a very beneficial effect on soil biology.

Dave Beecher from Danu Farming Groofitthe farm walk audience that the
initial soil tests (viewdunder a microscope) showed that very little biology o
fungal life existed in the soil after years of agri chemical applications and
compaction due to machinery. | gathered, from listeningeédarmers

speaking amongst themselves, tidd compaction on thiglcLoughlinfarm
could also be a seffustaining process as a result of the collapse of diversity
on a microbial and root system level. Soils with minimum microbial life forms
which are plaghed (killing earth worms) to facilitate moacrops usually hae
shallower rot systems. These soils will have less organic matter and
accompanying tiny air pockets which facilitate water filtratiah close up,
solidifying the soil Mr McLoughlinwas cawvinced that the new tactics he was
using waild build his soil biology throughout the farm over the next five

years.

With the help of the Danu farming Group and by accessing data online from
the figur us o o,MrNMcboughlinhas aise meenrprriméntng

with homemade soil inoculants and teas. He has constructed a machine for
making large quantities of tea which contains a large tea bag full of very good
guality compost and small amounts of molas$és. mixture isaeratedy

pumping air from kllow ( itis hopper shaped) and this might last for about
twenty hours. The mixture is then sprayed over the fields. They also make
homemaddoliar sprays which establish fungal life forms on the leaves of the

crops providing competitivenvironments foundesirable fungi which may
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arrive later in the life cycle of the crop. MfcLoughlin has also gone no till

recently (no ploughing) and plants his commercial crop straight through the

cover crop which has been terminated via crimping (steemt or cracked

with a roller) or wRodantdu p ch.®cldughtin of product
showed us the machinery for planting the seeds which facilitated the

simultaneous injection of inoculant with each seed and thus boosting its

growth while denying dvantage to itsampetitors. He was also saving his

own seeds so they may adapt over the years to the unique demands of the soll

and environment of the farm, although he is still obliged to pay the seed

company every year for their use.

Mr McLoughlinwas areal enthusiador the Biological approach mentioning
several times how he loved biology in school. Dave Beecher joked thatlhe ha
told Mr McLoughlinnot to buy a microscopeut the next time he visited

there it was. The cost saving element is a baduie of this apach and one
being pushed by advocaj@sobably because it B good way to get the

attention of conservative farmers initially. MicLoughlinwas also

enthusiastic about the possibilities of selling high bio nutrient value grazing
and bdder to other faners and he already had a very successful beef farmer
paying him well above the going rate for grazing. He also predicted that there
would be a way in the near future to get a better price from (human)
consumersconsidering the bimutrient content of i product was superior,

perhaps even superior to organically certified product.

An interesting feature of thdcLoughlinfarm walk was that there was a
Teagasc advisor (Irelatalextension service) present and it was decided that
he shold introduce himslf and kick off proceedings by saying a few words.
Throughout the walk he was often lgiing the conversation back to
conventional ideas about compaction and the emglustrial chemicals still
being applied and was often quite bullislabquantifying hings and being
exact.Of the farms | visited ite McLoughlin farm was the farm which
received the highest quantities of industrial chemicddéshimself described

his farmas ahybrid farm but also wanted to go further to reduce the-agri

business inputd'he meeting was closed again by the Teagasc advisor where
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he declared that he learned a lot over the few hours, and he made a reference

to his many amicable disagreements withNr_oughlin over the years.

TheQuinnFarm

TheQuinnfarm is a beef and tdige operation which turned organic2006.

The farmer said he turned organic in order to make more money and that has

| argely worked out. What he waobeally di
satisfaction particularly in the tillage aspect of things. éiendl it a lot more

satisfying to farm now because it is just the farmer and the soil. If something
goeswrong,there are no quick fixes or easy solutions. Becanseannot use
chemicals teeliminate the unintended consequences of some growing
experimentor some new strategy or oth#re farmemight be stuck with a

long-term erosion of capacitirhe farmethasto figure it out by knowing what

will work in tandem with improving soil biologand that will take a long time

if hehasfarmed conventionallyparticularly a monerop year after year.

He saidit is basically about soil management. The exhausted soil will not have
much biology left (that is the bacterial and fungal life forms)nkéwant to

bring that biology back it will not happen overnigiihe farmer explained that

it will take a lot of patiene and this is difficult becaus@ecannot see these
civilizations that dwell under the ground. It is also difficult because the
complexity is even beyond current scientific understandingh&éameris
onherown trying to understand the soil dratparticularfarm, how it
functionsand which parts of the farm are worth improving.

In the case of this farpparts of it has been grazed for hundreds of years and

the soil contains silt or small ganles which make it useless for anything but
grazing. Tls silt gets washed into the air pockets and this clogs the soil

making it unsuitable for growing crops. Muinnthought it was just too

much work trying to improve this aspect of the farm sadheleaves it in

grazing. The permanent pasture reseivedno dung, slurry or chemical

fertiliser since the 19808le maintains thatise old permanent pastures

should be left as they are and not reseeded. So the cattle which he says are not

making any moay are there and they also graze the clover and rye cover
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crops which replenishes the soil in the tillage part of the farm. These tillage
fields are given high quality compost every year and the farmer takes a lot of
care with its preparation. He importsanure on to the farm which is a
combination of horsecow and chicken manure, all certified organic and this is

kept in the sheds and turned a few times with a machine.

The oats from this farraresold to an Irish company for the organic version of

a popuar breakfast cereal and this is the main income forathm.fThe

company | eases the |l and from the far mer
are designed. In addition, the farmer gets some of the oats dried by a

contractor and this is brought to a umita business park where the farmer

packages these oatg fuis own brand of breakfast cereal. He has many outlets

and sells the breakfast cereal product all over the world via his website. He is

very proud of the quality of his own brand product and he gédt of positive

feedback from customers.

He believeghe quality of the soils over years of improvement has led to a
boost in the bienutrient qualities coming through and this improves the taste
and texture of the graibased product. He is also védrgppy about the health
of the crops standing in the fiehnd he always emphasises the risk of getting
caught out in the organic system because thieneot chemicals to burn off
everything and start again. That is why the fine tuning in so importaat. Th
one on onéocking-in of the farmer as an observer arechand and the
condition of the soil as an integrated biological ecosystem on the other

appears to be a unique talking point on this farm.

But the farmer is also there to intervene effectivethdtt is required and that

may involve getting help fromutside the farm. For example, he may get
derogations from the organic certification body to use seeds which have been
treated by some chemical agent not normally permissible on organic farms.
Also, he is more than willing to accept adgifrom other farmes who he

considers expert on some aspect of the soil management system and he always
appears willing to humble himself and be communicative whenever his
knowledge is in some way falling short. On thleole, one gets the impression

that he enjoys the achiement of balancing natural forces and then to an
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extent withdrawing and letting nature do its thing. @uinnspends several
months of the year out of the country and this can onfedsbleif

evaything is ticking over nicely.

Mr Quinnis very pragmat in his approach to farming and he is not in the
business of improving the environment for everyone else at the expense of the
farmer, if that means the farmer cannot make a living. He insistgahdtave

to Aput bread and bisvihatieisallabout. Hdhgat t abl ed an
into organic farming to make more money and this has given him a chance a
putting a unique product on the market. The company that buys his organic
oats has had to iport organic oats on many occasions as Irish farmersotann
keep up with the demand for orgaci&reals He says there is no point in
improving your grassland for beef production because the increased output
will not yield appropriate financial rewards gdyest to concentrate on an

aspect of organic farmingdhpays. Improving the soil that supports the tillage
aspect of the farm has been rewarded with greater yields with less input costs
but in relation to a product that enjoys a healthy demand aralfoasre. So

for this farmer going organic is the smdning to do and provides one with

plenty of opportunities as long as pitfalls are avoided.
TheFerrisFarm

TheFerrisfarmis a certified biodynamic farm situated within a commutable
distance of Dubh city. It comprises of tillage beef and sheep operations, but
all are considered to be integrated as part of a living system which includes the
hedgerows and the life beneatle ground. The farm is seen by the farmer as
an organism which interacts withe world around it in complex ways which
includesnot only weather patterns and the like herekamth but also

planetary alignments and lunar cycles. The biodynamic viewpismt a
envisages energy patterns which radiate from certain substances as being
involved nthe exchanges between components of living systems on the farm.
For example, remedies made from cow horn manure or cow horn silica and
water is sprayed over the crapaninute quantities because one droplet can
radiate its influence over a largnough distance that a few hundred grams

can effectively treat many acres of crops. These solutions to weed, fungal or
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fertility problems have been developing since the foupdinthebio-dynamic
movement in the 1920s in Germany. The cow horn manuradtance was
sourced in a part of Germany where biodynamic farming is very strong. The
spraying machine was designed in Germany and is ideally suited for these
kinds of applicabns as well as being light weight so it can be pulled by a
guadbike. As withmany of these farmers the weight of machinery is a
constant source of worry as compaction of soils leads to multiple problems.
But unlike theMcLoughlinfarm which went ndill, the Ferrisfarm does some
ploughing due to the soil type. But the farmer steelsthat he does the
ploughing himself and makes sure that idheres to eninimum depth andgs

done carefully at a very slow speed.

Dealing with different weeds has been aljjem on the farm. Organic and
Biodynamic farmers are not allowéaluse chentals to terminate weeds, so

they have to invent other ways to deal with them. The Farm had been Organic
for many years anthefirst years of this period proved to be adequaté bo

terms of output and ability to deal with problems like wsesmatl fertility

shortfalls but then the farm began underperforming.

Mr Ferristook advice from different sources but to no avail. One such advisor
suggested the application of dairy sludgéoost fertility and this proved to

be a disaster as it knocked back festilitstead. The conclusion was that there
may have been chlorine cleaning agents contained in the sEoigetime

later the farmer decided to go biodynamic and the farm haslgteedeased
fertility over the years, but he is still learning. He was ableradicate one

weed through the application of a liquid made up mainly of stock made from
boiling the weed itself and then spraying the field with that. He showed before
and afer photographs and the weeds had completely disappeared. He
suggested that ¢hweed germinated because there was a damaging surplus of a
certain element in the soil and it thrived on those conditions, sucking up this
element into its stalk. When capillaagtion delivered the dilute form of the
element via the spraghe plant seresd that the conditions were not ideal

anymore and it died off.
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He emphasised however that one has to then correct the underlying imbalance
in the soil. The biodynamiapproach uses remedies that organic farmers

would not consider feasible. On another favalk, a Welsh seeds expert who

is an advocate of organic farming said they see biodynamic farmers over there
doing things that they think is crazy, so the two apprescio not always

agree. Individual farmers may differ in their apprqodohinstanceMr Ferris
accumulates and turns his compost outdoors and does not consider the rain a
problemwhereasther farmers on these walksist onkeeping it covered or
underthe roof of a well ventilated shed. Currently the biodynamic certification
of Irish farns is carried out bipemeter UK but the Irish organic certification
bodies are ready to take that task over in the event of the British withdrawal
from the EU.

TheFeris farm sells its beef direct to restaurants mostly to one chemtie

was lucky to bentroduced to by a friend. The chef is interested in the
biodynamic approach and also in sustainability issues in the food system. For
this reason, the chef uses thieale animal from head to toe and he has recipes
to suit. The farmer said he would nowvbahe time to package and sell directly
to individual households, so this form of direct selling is the best option for
him and the relationship with the chef is godHe restaurant is able to

promote the uniqueness of the production and food prepaptioass as a
selling point and this appears to work. Similarly, tlyach farm was able to

sell purebred animals into a scheme where restaurants were buying the meat
for specific menus. This shows that althotiyhbeef market for mass
consumption sellingnto the global and national market may be experiencing
problems those who concentrate on quality both in terms of production

methods and relational ties on local aadional levels have other options.

Panel 2 Horticulture

This section presents four expl®as of alternative horticulture in Ireland. The
farms are smaller (the average being 20 acres) and the land is mostly marginal.
Most dairy, beef or tillage farmers widunot rate the value of such holdings

very highly and extension services would recomadnaiconifer plantation of

some description. The farmers are at pains to point out that this kind of writing
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off of marginal land is foolhardy and excludes a whole bbsptions which
can contribute to the local economy and help make the food sovereignty
approach a viable part of our strategic thinkiwbether we be consumers or
policy makers. The farmer educators are contrasted with the activists or
institution-builders, all horticulturalists but with different ideas of how to
distribute surplus resowrs within the networks associated with alternative

agriculture.

TheScottFarm (collectively owned)

TheScottfarm is not owned by a farmer but by a community of people who
have built a sustainable community from the bottom up. The farm is
considered segrate from the rest of the community assets and it is given a
fixed rate for each adult supplies with a wedk vegetable box. There is a
committee selected form community members which oversees the running of
the farm and meetings are attended by theftditime farmers who are
employees. MBcottis the manager and the head farmer. Faf®oettis
acknowledgeds the most knowledgeable person working on the farm,
although the other professional farmer is a specialist on working horses.
Having studied ad worked around agroecology and seed sa¥WagnerScott
is well qualified no only to run the farm and takéoi new levels of fertility

but also to impart much of his politieatological and social knowledge to
those living in the community, includirthe volunteers and the many visitors

who see this as a model development in local food systems.

The Farm compgses ofthirty acreswith a haltacre of polytunnels where
vegetables can get protection from wind and pest attack as vibelhating

from higher temperatures. The outdoor vegetable growing area has fairly
extensive plantations of vegetables, with many rare heirloom varieties which
the farmer is familiar with from his days with IriSeedSavers. The problem
with the outdoor section is thdtdseason is short because it is situated in the

centre of the country and the colder temperatures tends to hit them first. At the
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same time nowhere in Ireland is immune to the windsiag maritime

climate.

The same problems were pointed out by alesesearch and development
project studying the various ways the people can grow their own food in this
country (also part of the community). The lead grower in that project found
that the polytunnel was the best solution despite his misgivings about the
environmental downsides of wusing plastic.
specific information tailored to their unique soil composition and climatic
considerations and both of these operations are clearly aware of the shortfall in
detailed knowledgespecially as botbf the head farmers or growease non
nationals. The other farmer working fulltime on this farm is a keen horseman
and the working horses are not only an attractive sight to behold by visitors

but a realistic alternative to tractorfiem the objective is minimum till. When

| first started to study alternatiagriculture,| was directed time and time

again to this farm as a must see exemplar because of the variety of crops and

the alternative stance of the farmers.

The farmers and vohieer workers are heavily involved in the advocacy

aspect of alternative agriculture. For many years an annual conference is held
on the grounds and there are courses on seed saving available several times a
year. MrScottis a founding member of an orgadion for farmers who are
interested in challenging the dominance of an exiedrtapitalist agriculture.

This was launched in 2018 where Bicottintroduced himself as a landless
first-generation farmer who settled in Ireland and wants to see us dévedbp

economies built around agroecology and mutual respect.

Mr Scottfor example resisted attempts to mobilise faesourcesto engage in
someforms ofentrepreneurship. The idea was to supply a nearby relatively
large town with vegetables as a waysafuring revenue for the farm. His
point is that they have their own farms nearby a@dniot their job to grow
them food. If anything, it is their job to show them that this is possible. He
pointed out the inhabitants of this locality had traditionaégnbdeficient in
certain nutrients and these deficiencies originatiain the soil structure of

this bioregion. He has taken steps to correct these mmigtioent shortfalls on
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this farm. At the present time, he points out, the local populace is fertirsgf
this deficiency as they are not eating vegetables out ofafresrthey are

eating vegetables out of Spanish soils. So the corrective measure will not be
felt throughout the community.

To spread the success of the food provisioning transformtatithre next

sizable town is a denial of the fact that they have their own land right next
door and the provisioning task would only burden his farm with commercial
pressures and productivist goals. It seems that some observers are seeing the
capacity of heland and those who work there as a functioning system which

is so successful that it is effectively a surplus producing entity. But the farmers

dondédt see it that way, they are seeing it

The social farming component of the faisranother way that the farm

performs a social function. This is now becoming popular in Ireland and it
need not be an alternative farm. The idea is that farms can form a therapeutic
space where disabled or older people come to experience the nurtudegspro
of working on a farm. There are now incentives available through institutions
some of which provide funds for alterations to the famaking it safe and
accessible in line with the needs of these visitors. Through its social farming,
training prograns, co-ordination of volunteer workers as well as its strong
involvement with students and members of the commyithigyfarm has a

very strong social footprint and is building a very strong brand Stogt
farmds recent ¢ onne cniciTminisg Skilndt,lan t he Nat i on
organisation funded by tH2epartment oEducation, and its decision to

embrace organic certification and the more recent biological farming
movementis further evidence that $ees its role growing as an advocacy

specialist wile at the same time hanging on to a more radical activism.

TheGriffin Farm

TheGriffin Farm is small family farm established ten years ago by first
generation farmers. Fifty percastpermaculture and the restlaid out in
organic vegetablbeds The farm produces a minimal amount of poultry and

pig meat. As the family also runs a health food store in a nearby town, they
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have a ready outlet for their produce and they also take produce from nearby
organic producers. The shop imports certified nigaesh food from Europe,

and this allows them to keep customers supplied all year round.

The emphasis on health promoting properties of fadich has higher bio
nutrient contentis one of the points M@&riffin is keen to emphasise and the
health cosciausness aspect of things may have played a role in the creation of
one of his fooeproducts which is said to have powerful impacts on a pé&son
health. The nutrient dense product is first grown in tunnels, harvested,
transformed into liquid form anddeen It can be either ordered online or
purchased in supermarkets throughout the country. Also, a favourite with
customers is MGriffin G rare species mushrooms which he has become

pretty expert at growing.

The family have also developed derivativesiefloom seeds which have
developed into unique stdpecies over the years. They claim these plants are
more suitable to their soils and climatic conditions. The farm which is situated
in a valley is visually pleasing when viewed from the roadside almtle a

tree coverwhich has been emerging since they took the farm over twelve
years agpstands out in a fairly treeless windswept landscape. The social
media and internet presence of the business is weltdinated and

emphasises the connected naturthe farm, the health food store and the

online business.

The farmer also engages in collective action and institution building. He is a
member of various boards in the organic anddyioamic organisations but
involves himself on community and local gowment level. In terms of
advocacyhe is deeply involved in transition projects for his county and is a
founding member of Tallamh Beo, an agroecological farmer organisation
created in 2018. He recently obtained funding from various government
bodies to ppomae biological farming in his area. Speaking at a recent
conference on behalf of Tallamh Beo he promoted the idea of regeneration of
depleted soils and restoration of local markets for fresh products from local
farms but probably exceeded his remit bgking claims for the psychological
benefits of eating fresh fopdarticularly as this was pitched as a preventative
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strategy to avoid mental unwellness. | am not aware that there is any evidence
tosupportthisbut | et s just Sqaeachmgtoetheconf erence v
convertedaffair on some levelso there was room for going that bit

overboard.

Mr Griffin has told me (perhaps in jest) that he had been obsessed with
alternative agriculture for fifteen years or more in an effort to gain as much
knowledye & possible. He comes across as a fierce advocate for the cause of
alternative food provisioning and food sovereignty for the locality and the
region. This has to be admired. What was interesting, and this can be
compared to other similar firgfenerabn farmers, was the balance between

food provisioning using the primary source of the farm as a starting point and

other activities.

The balance on th@riffin farm appears to be towards brand building and
institution building and this differs stronglgrim other alternative farms where
they specifically state that they are there to provide food at alternative venues
and to connect with customers (have discu
Mr Griffin is of the opinion that you have to get into fysem to change it

and that needs to be respected. In any, tasking at other countrigsghis

type of actor is part of the mix, alterative farmers are in no way a homogenous
group. All in all theGriffin farm is a stand out example of doing what many
peope in that area would have thougimpossible as the farm is located in a
fairly desolate windswept landscape and in an area where one would have
though there was little or no market for alternative products. Luckily the
nearby towrwas therdgo suppy those willing customers but that in itself had

to beacalculated risk. As far as | know there was never a health food store in
that town which also specialised in fresh local food supplemented by fresh

organic imports.
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TheWardFarm

TheWardFarm is alirty-acre farm on marginal hilltop land/hich was
acquired by this farmer and his partner thirty years ago. The farmer had
already been involved with market gardening in the southwest of Ireland but
had decided with this marginal land he @bnbt compet with mainstream
growers and decided to create a forest garden growing system which could
supply nearby restaurants and health food stores and also be used as an
educational venue. He also invested in-eabins and so tourists as well as
tho involved n the educatical aspect of thingand courses stay in this
accommodation. The farm is also involved in social farming and has been
even before that term was invented. The farmer has more or less specialised in
education at this stage and tmeaant of hisbusiness dependant on sales of
fresh food is less than ten percent. He is also a seed guardian for Irish Seed
Savers and this means he grows out and multiplies the stock on betédf of

organisatiorfor a minimal fee.

Biodiversity is a them which is gven central place in the educational work of
Mr Ward He has proven #standard advice wrong when it comes to elevated
windswept sites with acid soils. He said that his land would be suitable for a
conifer plantation if the department of agiiture hadheir way and if it was

used for grazing it would be very unproductive. By planting deciduous trees
and adding imported nutrients like seaweed and chicken manure the soil has
improved. The treeslue to their falling leavesave also produceaautrients
aswell as shelter. The root systems of multiple species which are more typical
for a mixed growing system has helped to expand the diversity of
microorganismsinder the ground and increased the soils ability to cope with
excessive rainfall or dught condibns.

Green manures, composting and homemade teas (comfrey seaweed and
nettles) are a feature of the growing system which further enrich the soll
structure. This process has taken thygarsto developbut it is a wonderful

place to visitand learn. Mny of the original walls and ditches still existcgin

the time where part of this farm was a bog whbkepeople of the townland

came to cut turf. These walls and ditches are part of the ecosystem and if one
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goes on a bidiversity walk withthis farmerhe will show you the plants and
animals which inhabit the nooks and crannies and darker corners. One of the
skills which the farmer teaches on the farm is the skill of making living fences
out of hawthorn or willow. These fences do just theegob as wie and

treated wood but are far better looking, fargnpart of an integrated habitat

for insects and birds and they do not rot. The woodland also provides the

dwelling house and the cabins with firewood.

The farmer has managed to become piiti® mainsteam educational system

by doing projects in many primary schools and some secondary schools in the
aren, he alsdeaches trainee teachers on his farm for several weeks of the year.
This integration into the mainstream is quite an achieveroeat British

hippie farmer but anyone who spends time on his farm will soon find out that
he has a talent for getting people to open their minds to other possibilities
when it comes to food systems or biodiversity. He is also an inspiration to
other peoplevhich is wty students from an organic college in county

Limerick often seek to volunteer once a week.Whrdis also a very

amicable and gregarious character and easily communicates with children and
vulnerable people as well as reluctant adults. Hedgaismany aweds for his
efforts over the years and has often been consulted by the County Council for
advice in relation to planting more diverse species on public lands. One of his
favourite photographs is a picture of himself and a few others on avgtage

he isseated e to the bishop, proof that he is now an accepted member of the

broader community.

Mr Wardis also quite strident in his views about the educational system as a
whole and how it is supportive of the productivist food regime. The
govenment, he @ims does not want to be embarrassed by the idea that the
type of agriculture they are promoting produces food of an inferior quality, so
it is reluctant to tell the real story. The secondary schools have agricultural
science modules boimit Organic or lbdynamicmodels They are teaching a
method which has failed all over the world. In the primary system there is a lot
of freedom on paper but young teachers who are enthuslkstithe Teagasc
advisors who might veer off the standard s¢capé graduldy brought to heel.

He admits that things are changing because of the threat of fines and some of
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the climate emergency narrative is getting through but as far as the food
system goesas long as young people vote with their feet for the suaeket
there is not much hope for anything happened soon that could remedy the

situation.

TheMaherFarm

TheMaherFarm consigtof several acreatthe farmegs home and usually
twenty or thirty acresf rented land a few miles away. This farmer was born
into a faming family in the west of Ireland but decided to train as an organic
farmer. His father was not amused so he had not the advantage of inheriting
the family farm nor did he have the use of itek considered one of the most
knowledgeable people in leld on the subject of organic horticulture. Forty
percent of his income comes from teaching and the rest comes from growing.
As you might imagingthere is no shortage of students or volunteevgotdx

on his farm. There are many tunnels at his home fanoh he is forever
experimenting with different methods. For example, at the moment he is
evaluating the use of spoiled hay or haylage aslamwihich is an idea he got
from a visiting American faner who gave a talk at the Biological Farm
Conference in th previous year. He is also doing some trials for
demonstrations for the National Organic Training Skét (NOTS). NOTS

has funded several courses which are now available at this farm andribe fa
jokingly referred to thetractor thalNOTSbought himHowever,the manager

of NOTS made it clear that it was the money from the courses that financed
the new tractor. More attractive than that tractorwhdtc at ches peopl eds
when they visit higarm, is the beautiful horses he uses for ploughing. The
Maherfarm takes ploughing or any other disturbance to the soil very

seriously, it is always kept to a minimum.

When MrMaherwas offered his current rented farm as an option a few years
ago he wasot at all put off by the fact #tit was covered in briarand ferns.
This was perfect for him as he knew no damage had being done in the
previous few years. The root systems of the weeds would have encouraged

filtration and secretions from the plantadahe decay of organic matter from
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previously growing cycle would have deposited at least some level of healthy
activity on a microbial level. Nothing could be worse than a highly compacted
chemically fertilized land. He has been bringing the soil biplag this piece
ofland onyearonyegra nd i t Olsecause itis on a lsilfhisis only
marginal land and it gets too much rain as it is a westerly county. Despite
these disadvantagedhbe yield he is able to attain is impressive. He says that
growing here is quite different from sahe south east of gland and that
sowing outside in Ireland is down to thiténgs- moisture tilth and soill
temperatur e. 't doesndt trhaet ttempwh att utrfee i [z
right, he does not sow. i important to avoid a percentage of the seedlings
rotting © he is using a soil thermometer g lobking for that nine or ten
degrees. In 2019 all his plants were behind due to a coldssiare crops

sown in Februaryaccording to booksiad tobeplanted out or sown in May.

So one of the things that this fagnbrings is a meticulous attention to detail

but tailored to Irish condition®r even west of Ireland conditions.

Another example is the situation as regand®g manures. The way green
manures grow in the USA and in England is very different to thetiey

grow in Irelandaccording to MiMaherand that is because of the climatic
conditions and the soil typabey behave a little differelytfor horticulture

and agriculture in the Irish context. He says the individual program of green
manures are atsapplicable to differing soils, weed problems and deficiencies
associated with particular locations in the same feddhese kind of natural
remedies or solidns require very particularised knowledm®d skillsets

Some can be taughyspending timavith someone like this farmeothers

need to be developed on site by the grower or farmer who is dealing &gi¢h th
conditions every day. If the farmer can rgalhderstand the potential of these
greenmanuresyou can use them to fundamentally changeltiology in the

soil that you are working with.

Mr Maher is not against conventional farmers and he has great interest in
what they are up to arfdhs good contat with manyof them. Even his
neighbour (as regards the rented land) is a very big dairnefasth a vast
acreage and milking cows with robotics and he stilldgsod communication

with him. He thinks that the whole mindset of Biological farming g ver
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exciting development in horticulture and agriculture relating to increase bio
nutrients in he food how to have weed control and how to reduce tillage
(ploughing etc)He contendghat he used to be preoccupied with weed control
and twenty years agshen they used black plastic to supress the wedds

does not use these methaasvand hds of the opinionthat if your soil

biology is highly tuned and the amendments you are choosing are getting
better you will have less of an issue with weeds. He shibuga field full of
vegetables withut plastic or mulch and there whardly anyweeds. He

assured us that there was little, or no hand weeding done. This is because he is

using different methods and he is thinking differently.M&herthinks that
organic farmers should take a look at what the biological farmers (some of
them are still conventiai at the same time) are doing

Panel ThreeCSAs and nVeggie Boxo
Operations

TheGallagher~arm

TheGallagherarm is an organic CSA farm o6 2creshalf of which is
mature deciduous woodland planted by the farépasents when they bought
the poperty They planted 30,000 trees back then and the children grew up
with the trees and as the farmer salis left a deep impression on hifrhe
farm supplies its members with a weekly box of vegetables known as a share.
Membes commit to collecthe box from drop points every week and most
pay on a weekly basis. The CSA system is new to Irelautdn mainland
Europe and North Americé has been developing steadily since the late
eighties. The farmer and his partner are influencealdnputhen European

take on this kind of operation and are very much involved in the Via
Campesinanovement which supports apeasantisation of agridure in

Europe.

Some years the farm had up to 30 membeinsch was hectic according to the

farmer, so they hatb balance the income generated with the life they wanted.
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Being able to choose was probably helped by the land being passed on from
his parerg. They envisage that about 25 members paying approxinitely

per share for the full 32 week a year seaseems like a good compromise,

but they are doing slightly less than that at the moment because they recently

had an addition to the family.

Harves day is the best day for visitors to come and see the goings on at the
farm. If one wants to volunteer for tday harvesting, washing and packaging
the vegetables into shardsis is probably a good way to experience the farm
and you will be offered ahsire of your own to take homiéyou are lucky

you will also get a walking tour of the mature woodland andesofithe

stories that go with that.he farmer has recently built an dutuse for the
preparation of the shares and he also bought a saw wdnctects to the

tractor for cutting logs, making the farm independent as far as fuel goes. They
are looking in® getting a better press for making apple jwdaich they

produceat the moment on a small scale. The farm also goes to the farmers
market wih surplus vegetables and he also supplies one restaurant with these
surpluses. Il t 6 s | mprops that rate matarecbtoa k e  a
quickly, orif there is a bumper harvastone particular season. As part of the
exchangehe agreed to composte entire green waste from the restaurant.

| asked him about staup costs, and he showed me the tunnels wiechot
second hand. He Hdo spend a few days taking it doyautting steel poles
with a grinder, but he was reluctant to get into debt. Tezadion all in all, is
fairly streamlined and the couple are pretty laid back. Luckily the faémers
parents Ne on the same property and they are keen to pitch in when he is

short staffed on harvest days or the like.

The couple were instrumental in tfeeinding of the Tallamh Beo farmers
organization which came into being in 2018. He had been working for
collective action orgamsations inmainland Europe for years and she had been
working for European Gordination ViaCampesinand still has a part time

job editing the newsletter while living in Irelan@ihe farmer says #tthis
organisation heamade the link beveen social struggles for equalapnd

environmental justiceHefound this inspiring
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The new organisation aims to support farmers who veansé agroecological
methods and rengage with local markets. The organisation is also influenced
by the Land Vérkers Alliance UK which also supports labourers and

employees working on farms and other Hoaded activities like commercial
forestry plantabns. The couple have adopted a fairly explicit-aafitalist

stance afar asfood systems and food sovereigis concerned and this may

be as a result of thamvolvementin the anticapitalist protests in Europe

several years ago. The farmer made it clear that the idea of the CSAs, the food
sovereignty movement and Tallamh Beo is to occupy a political spdce a

develop awareness in as many people as possible.

The atmospére on the farm was one of mutual respect for all present on the

day and seemed to be a place where everybody can learn something every day.
It is certainly not a place where the transferm\ledge is seen as something

that needs to be controlleal that the farmer must benefit from it financially.

The farmer did mention that education on the farm, as dipstrevenue

stream, is something that he might consider at a later stage. Bl for

moment staying relatively debt free and enjoying the expegief sharing
knowledge and enabling people to be an inspiration to each other seems to be
at the core of everything that happens here, apart from the daily grind of

farming.

TheKeaneFarm(collectively owned)

TheKeanefarm is also a CSA in the westloeland. MrKeanegrew up on an
organic farm in Ireland, it was one of only a handful of organic farms in the
country at the time. After having a very successful water sports career he
deciced to come back to Ireland and grow vegetables because thisevas

only other thing hédefinitely krowshow to do welh He started off helping
friends grow vegetables in urban spaces and back gardens and this led to the
setting up of a community gardefhe community garden involved cooips

once a week and othertgegethers for local peoplas well as showing non
farmers how beneficial it is to grothieir own food. It was from this platform

that the idea of a CSA farm took hold and a few enthugiastsverything in

95



Chapter 3 The Farms

to buying some very rough land on a windy.Hilver the years ditches vee
constructedand thousands of trees wetamted to help protect from the wind
which blasts in from the coast. The Polytunnels also provide protection from
the wird, helped boost growth and extend the sedsatrthen there wahe
problem of poor soil. Seaweed and manure were spread but it was hard to get
enough nutrients on the scale that was needed. On one of my visits to this
farm, 3LM a holistic management grpwhich encourages their own version
of agroecologywere therdo do some tests and their conclusion was that the
farm needed animals tmostthe bio nutrient qualities of the soil. It seems that
theKeanefarm took this advice and started a funding eitiv acquire more

land nearby. The second farm is now up anahingnand there is minimal

level of livestock on board.

Part of the logic of having local members and volunteers participating and
observing on the farmsissotheycanlgaime r ept i maeygy DO O
production includi-ngtiéhee sdrsucegnsr,y sefasloantad
fresh food aaddi tsnhl mytaheohew | evels of
experienceldt bysf&@&heaei anmemabt Baprapertzi on o
a cywmst popul @tnivoonlt wemlefl et f ood provisionir
if it 1s tMr bkepaksiginsabdred that of the <c
that runs t o pfoscceain weontcil emall whootd product
t hegnsitdremm@edmfoulenviThenwanyt i ndi $ hgr own a
way It i arei aat sobusted & maet rhiemdnthalbecau:
the réodw miungi ehheyual $s& ycompl ain of the
byi g buwhineds ssubsi di zedilvy ndgyaovndarnrcrheant s
muscle to create cheaplefaodquaddtbaptalt eet
farms create more employment and i f the n
woul d shijifdtouluds tl eaa doitto de shieginnagg ed porti o
dewvat t o ogommgun(ids] tfularreaner s have been doing
This could signififcdamdcadly fi onpd owreo \pir Dis@rreicn
i mprove the ecol ogiwealll rcaagpdpa@mrciatyg of t he | a

economy regener atei.on on a modest sca
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Thfear mer and &3 swdretl | orw avotrckkur of Briti sh
years agodsomewptetesgeamazi wugvfearomedwi t h

systems. One farm demonstrated the benefi
and r ows «afowtrbegetsweaemnd tghese) and hedgerow
far ncelrai med he was nbé wastggowwnhnggbicoodipee
The farm bveaisr saaldl y of ree of pests and di s
of competing niat ulnaafhams vy teemmfe sl Tdland i s o
to prove that you can de RbBpabkiodobf t hi
|l rel ahhe rel atively tough condit,ions are

particularly when you consi dewi tthhat s ome

miinma | comforts.

Thfear meaarve enl i sted the help of the public

they also use the farm to teach yoga, st a
with the help of NOTS and 3LM they are ho
educmaalievenhbeir online presence is obviou
strategy, but they also have and open gat
volunteers from al/l over the world. Not o

to keep t hbeutf atohmepygeo ninhge pri vacy of their

work environments. The ethos which is con
farm work as a collective affair and that
far m. 't is pretty wellUKnaoswnagyhr oughout

personds answer to the f &Kielainegafeodaprovi
founding member of Tall amh Beo.

ThMal drmag m

ThMal drmem i s a single person vegetable gr
a major touristofowneMahdmenMs avadteldwe st

acres from her uncle and she is growing o
0.25 of an acreuipplpelsylt ocaé¢l s esElae@rants
fresh salads and recentl y cbhheagawnn wsiuphp!l yi ng

sal ads. She also supplies two health food
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Or i gisnhael lwas very much driven by the idea
community in which she Iived and this has
coll ecti on s cilh6 nteo uwsheelrcel dasb coaurte supplied w
vegetable box. The pmoxead 2a8r dadacael neecatrebdy at
heafladhd store and all arrangements with t

t ext mes\vsad gdemeg M hies not orgtamiwesibug Zear @om

chemical fertilizers, pesticides or herhbi
cowrentional farmer is used for the moment,
day where the farm will have built up to
it towbopboatei mporting these inputs. She

manure whidamhdi $§eatsdany product for organ
gardens and far ms.

She is known as being a very hard worker
one own rluyge recemm@i t mentt mmrdk aveviy |limgg e s
hours i n stehaes ogor.owHenrg r epu-wat kiomlgif bl éei ng
supplier of fresh product is an i mportant
very competitive ary.a SHe tihe rrosypd tafl itthye
of the freshness simanmwpdrhteircwsledd i nagn g oti mits i
commercial sense. Chefs are not I mpressed

and she has t ohepormowiurcd e wti h dupldi.haetr al 'y Ast

Ont he box col | eonvhiadn i ssi darrgfr itshinggs s t hat
scheme seems to advertise itself. Peopl e
spread the word and this has been steadil
go beyond j usstr escadiardess asnodme hliong term pl a
customers canf ttehlely hperre fveira otneex tt hii ng mor e
she can tailor the box to their needs to
gives her immense satimbaemkongapahbugh t
the businessveiShememtayta bhadascbéme. This

not what we call a CSA arrangement as the
to st ay cwidtrde tthlhee wihod ed ® etals®yn want to be
tdr deemakiionng process or pick Mgletrhe tab f o
does not have face to face contact with t

money is |left in an honesty box. She is i
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| ocal provimaetomod gofandormuni cating the vi
do it anidt sheowvit alle.

Al't has to prove itselfo is a phrase | re
very pragmatic and this is more |ikely to
very watniswewa. Knowi nlg wohuel darheaaz amyds ea fgues s
one wesikesting on face to face contact and
transaction ,wlasmaywkmnaondagvegidladt @@n tthoe most p:
people in that | ddarlei tfyorda ardatc aH da wan mwunah s
Aijust do ito approach suits them. So ther
Mal aery much suited to sellin3heomething

comes across as a very down otto reeaarltlhy and
take to the ehebwhateoatstaanattlvmeef ood ne
short, she does not network with other pr

have farm wal ks nowl @amd laangsa itn otno nfoavceinleintta

The Bumke Far

The Bur ke Far m rceosmplroicsaetse dt hbierttwe eanc a mar k
Cork city. Six acres are set out in veget
acre ‘tnonpel yaf amhl g farm whmcdh was bought
conventional niialrgeeran ldar gasniranf arnm, but t
reluctant to go down the road,plfuscerti fic
it Iis an unnecessary expense every year.
own brand and the regul alr fomasinkomesr s tr ust
when the customedonstéeeaegshebwaythleg al so s
anyone has any concerns, they can visit t

Both of them put a | ot of weight on rel at
nei ghbfoaurrmenigs ot her very important el ement
consistency of supply. Everything revol ve
mar ket town and in the city market at the
strategic thinkindg rigmtlood wbeceti nfgo ra bfl ief ttyo vseuep
year and that is unheard of in this cli ma
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tunnels and winter varieties that can gro
plenty of customers who takeia yvex of veg
reasonably priced. They both work extreme
achieve this kihd keEad peotnfs@usrt eorcyf i ve vol ul

l' i ve with them for a few months at a ti me

As an investment t he cbapftted e ungihlte ss ofnreo m
their farm tolaptadt4dbraesesTbheydpci duous
t hey werelamdvispaed cteo by the agricultural ¢
additionfooesheyadgnyagereplfaantm.ngrhe pl ant at |
obscheme and the only part ahekegwedgretted
plant the trees themselves. They were not

pl antedothehrotmpaathegd frozen plants to suit

| wWeosr t umragsednyt on the farm on one of the
the volunteers on a trip to this woodl and
hours as we wal ked, knowing everything ab
t hey wer e plaar theed mal rfeda Ats hneg spgornouusp of near
wild poni,eakappeaxedption to our presence
gesture to a nearby | andowner who deal s i
their retirement plan anavearhebryf stohme i s hop
and his girlfriend in the next few years.
could finance this investment and then be

is a testament to how viable an operation

téem, coowismi py to the urban markets and an
i mportance of relational ties appear to b
hard work and ingenuity. This farm was al

system speciraelsissendp othhbeasit s oot t hese rel ati

is important on an international l evel

As wi Mal dtme m t hebavegilbowerkest ed in the

institutional supports or the collective
were I heol g@epérito me but were turned off Db
of somd eamfditndge A gdhnes al ternative grower i

Ailf you know how to grow it, you know how
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thatos it. Theaerediisfi somé&itwgr &l seeded it w
happeno. These are the pragmatic actors i
scene.
Networks

As networks play a significant role both in terms of resources flows and in
building complexity for some dhe above fans a brief word about networks
seems appropriate. Diagré8rl above shows how the farms in panel 3 are
connected to networks. The most obvious of these networks are the internal
networks comprising of customers farmers and-laased workerssge the
starshaped symbols indicating size of network). The diagram focuses on the
external linkages to collective action organisations, thady certification

bodies, professional advocacy groups and entrepreneurial advisors as well as
state sponsorddstitutions involved in the network in one way or another.
Those institutions or groups involved directly with the farms having a strong
sustainability agenda can be identified by the green cubes. Other actors such
as international advocacy groups arenitified bythe grey rectangles. Finally

the grey cubes depict state actors. The diagram is merely a heuristic device to
show the reader that these farms approach interaction withusdomers in

very different ways. For example the Burke farm has a coabpEnumberof
customers as the collectively ownédanefarm, but has a different

philosophy as regards engaging with-présting or emerging institutions,
advocacy groups or collectives. |l tds easy

very independent. Other farmsd interviewedor had conversations withut
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who are not included in the above panetnfirmed that a similar latitude is
afforded to all alternative farmers. It is up to them how they distribute their
efforts. Some find an outside impetusencourgr energisingothers, the
pragmatists think of #gnfarm as something that should stand on its own two
feet as it were. Later on in the thesis the issue of farmers belonging to multiple

networks simultaneously will be revisited.
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Diagram 3.1 Panel ThreeNetworks
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What 6s distinctive about a

The first research question, or rather its answer, puts the remainder of the
thesis in perspective. It provides a base Imesgards methodology and the
content (types of available data) in the field and confirms that Irish alternative
farmersexhibit distinctive patterns of social and ecological adaptation to
scenarios deemed impossible or uneconomic according to conventional
advisors. l dm thinking here of small scal
farmer chooses to avoid integration with mass disiiobusystemsThe

guestion is as followddow is Irish alternative agriculture distinctive, how

does it differ from conventimal agriculture®n pages 112 and 1Hh8etables

which expresses the variations within the boundaries of what is considered to
bealdét ernati vebo. It serves as a typology o
alternative farms (in Green) to the farms coreeitb organic and farms using

the biological farming approach (in blue). Ecological entrepreneurship is a
category which has beeaferred to by Marsden ar&mith (2006) which |

think is useful. In panel number 2 the Griffin farm is an example of this, but
one could also fit into this category the alternative farmers receiving a good
proportion of their income from enterprises, whias the effect of diverting
resources away from primary production of food and fibre. The farmers who
converted more recenttp organic and those experimenting with the

biological approach| will include holistically managed grazinig this for

now) woul be similar to conventional farmers in terms of basic motivations
and incentive mechanisnThey are also similar in term$ generating food

miles and using mainstream distribution systems that use many intermediaries.
But they differ in that the farmelsecome used to thinking in ecological or

biological terms as a matter of necessity.

Their tasks are littered with consigtions that mainstream farmers do not
have to contend with. Although the biological approach allows for
0t er mi nat i-aaporawéded @oblenousiegrchemicals the farmer is
probably putting a lot of work into preventing those sorts of occursei@e
the other hand there are lots of restrictions on the organic farmer even if his
goal is to get the premium rate for his produ talked to one sheep and beef

farmer not mentioned in the panels above who had only converted to organic a
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few years agand he said that the farm wiae better for it. He said it was

more satisfying to be a farmer once he got used to being organic.

On the other handhe local alternative farms are more of a radical departure

from the conventional system. They are cldeghe customers geographically

but also in terms of relationships and this brings with it many advantages.

Local social infrastrucire can be rebuilt, something that has all but

disappeared in recent years, at least relating to food provisioning. Atrane t

these pioneers were seen as a small numbe
in timed Tofey 1999) but it has proved to be tiheginnings of something

much more vital with a much broader appeal. Proximity to urban markets

seems to increase the chanoksuccess although rural communities are now

composed of a fair amount urban people. The growing phenomenon of

utilising rural spaes as @onsumption landscapdso adds to the viability of

these small alternative fariizut also allows ever more complegws of

alterity, where tiny farms can cater for small amounts of discerning

consumers. The more radical of these farmers are involved in the food

sovereignty movement and envisage post capitalist futures with renewed

sodo-ecological systems. Thesekimd f ar ms, the | ocal type,
more different than conventional farms and for that reason perhaps the

relationship between them can sometimes border on hostility.

Coded interviewdalks with farmers and particigary

observatioron the farmsWha did thedatarevealabout

the alternative farmers and the supporting netw®drks

What it reveals about alternative provisioning

M0LI9O2t 23aA0IEf OIF LJ OAUASA A YLN
Firstly thereappears to bafairly pervasive ommitment tahelong-term
regeneration afhe ecological balance on the fams a whole, which is

expected to leatb improwedecological capacity of farmlaratross the board.

The literature supports the notion that alternative farmers believe that they are
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improving the capacity of the farms thaetly own or occupy, and this is

vindicated by the growing support for agroecology on the international stage,

not least because it is better than conventionally managed land at coping with

the more recent extreme weatheemg. The level of commitment is

nevertheless variable. There are for exam]
who struggle to becomeelieversalthough continuing to work to the letter of

the law as regards certification, in other words they are reluctant practitioners.

There arwhéfdométsdo much farming but Kkno
their organic image for the purpose of selling at AFNues) again this

phenomenon is supported by the academic literature and in public discourses.

H O D

Alteration of the impacts of extreme or Blaweather patterns on fasigue to
strategic planting of treas a typical feature of alternative farmslialand

Trees altethecomposition of soflin some circumstances as well as drept
shelter belts and seng to extract excessive watersomnme locations

Changing the farming possibilities by changing the landsisalpew one

farmer put it, he said it opened up new possibili@sambers (199), has
referred to the tendency of poorer farmers to be more comfortable with the
interdependency imgiit with tree, animal and crops existing side by side and
this seems tbe the pattern herexcept it is being regenerated after a

significant timelapse.

op20ALFE TFI N¥a

Using trefarm as a liberating space. This concurs with the government
strategyon social farming ventures as an additional source of income for
farmersand with available literature on social farmingultifunctional

farming and entrepreneurial learning on fa®suneke et al 2013},
neverthelesss a diversion of resources awlagm food provisioningl was
surprised how quickly the government deployed resources and how quickly

the community mobilised their own resources to enable these types of spaces
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to develop. However there is very little tltmuld be considered oppositidna
about this kind of rural development and so it suits a broader section of the
population including conservative actors and those who are commaitied
productivist food provisioning future. That sailde farms that | wited that
were involved in socidarming were more generally involved in edungtihe

public and this was just one component of that pedagogical role.

NOSENBF YASLIGAZ2Y | yR !dzi2zy2vyYe

Communicating a sense of urgency along with a level of reassutaice
inexpensive, nottechnical slutions are availableraspervasive Self
provisioning reduces the cost of living fiie farmer in the sense that fresh
food and a source of fuel are often available on site., Aléprovisioning of
farm inputs such asomemade manure and fertilitpitments whiclalmost

all of the above farmers are involved auts costs and leaves the farmer with
a better chance of surviving difficult timesutonomous responses to stresses
and difficulties typify thealternative farmes repertoireParticularly relating

to minimising input costs through craftsmanship and ingefwityalsctime
saving tricks for growers who have very small holdings and need to maximize
results from labourAgain there is a lot of supypt for this in the North

American and Europediterature.

Providing an alternative supply of vital food chain resources is quite another
matter and this is exemplified by those farmers who either save their own
seedor those involved with Irish Seed\&as. Surprisingly this is not a

subject thatg frequently referred to in the academic literatbra those
advocacy groups and collective action orientated organisations that publish
materia) often take up the seed saver and access to land issue.

pd& /2YY2y D22R

Anot her outsthnhdrngtieattiaemsefaad strong
knowl edge and communicativeness are seen
communicativeness and sense of connection
concern itsehftwic¢chi mataipec avari ati on or ot

d sruptive variables. The resulting knowl
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i tself within the structures of t he commu

CONRFAG {dFFAOASYOe FyR G(GKS

Al ternative agri culotpproa tepsmatvhiade sa reempnlooty me
avail able on mainstream farms with equiva
and r e Alsodoodcsecarity, food quality and food system sustainability

factors are positively impactdyy local primary productioaccording to Irish

alterrative farmersThe |1 ri sh academic | iterature sup
conventional far mi ng Mamc kd##ansatll 4 scal e i s
meanwhi | there iIis I|sddlle cordgoran chulitmutre h
businesses and Cpplgpérashomnoodotlod mpst u

with alternative farmers reluct

e
e
popul ation centres. The restriction of th
coincides
n

maxi mi singelbevpué protibt@a accecnumuall a tcioonnc etron

ad this is incompatible with institutiona

The | atter is similar taeaoghati @antner (2C¢C
proxiimnbivefioonmuni ties. Profit sufficiency
phil osophy are not acceptl amlde etveni mgt ittt @fc
an ecol ogi caNord&wetrlsoUWAd .Ilhidssmrmecda | | ed f or supp
these types oqdt dtairmg itidnradt hhedrdiKiec unl t ur al

operations mughgrreqsi fersnhamwt entrants 1t o

guestaiskemdl on a casual | evel to many f ar me
every town in Ireland might have a small
supipng it with a proportion of its fresh

the exceptionatofy emmreg wlhroi Slrelpgedml e had al
shop in budget supermarkets. He said they
ni cedibvieor s e ofnarymsi,n btuhte shop window of the
Some writers suggest tshtaetr onneew orfe ltahte osnoslhu
bet ween rur al and urban dwellers and to b
by | ayer, thus const ryBrtumogr is yannedr gRoesss ian d
20pD0 Cesutumemmmyr kets are now seeing more o
entrepradrneurniadli ve farmers as an opportuni

threatening narrative (|l ocal fresh food)
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organi sational and mar kepihgrskjblas

ket h

mai nstream distributiomersystemt h$emasalat e

worrying devel opment, and this backs
eit hemai hhemaeaomiviegrt i (Gua lhimsaant 0200c0ed4p)t o r
capturkd bheor ewdaknllARNS egory

TOTW/NZ RAdZOOGA2Y SAUK bl id2NB

Co-production withnature as amngoingdiscoveryprocess is one of the more
common themes discussedlbgh alternative farmers when they are talking

to the less knowledgeablguch asnyself Discovering that nature can cope
with variationis one of the fist lessons it seemblatural cycles of birth and
death among weeds and crops works well with less human intervention
Minimal or no-till, less disrupted grass growtia holisticallygrazing or short
stay grazing, companion cropping and tolerance oftaiodevel of weeds

are examples of how alternative farmers are learning to leave things as they
are as much as possible. Howeatrategies vary in relation to soil and
climatic canditions and relating to the specifics of what the farmer is trying to
adieve. As one experimental farmer in elands found many different
approaches, sworn by their advocates to be the optimal metlgdvork out

to be mediocre when appliedhereslightly different conditiongprevail The
literature also provides evidemthat some alternative methods still await
scientific validation as they depend on ad hoc adaptations to too many
variables, all happening in real timigradly Gannet 1994 Co-production

with nature is one of the features of peasant agriculture aslargid by van

der Ploeg (2018).

What did the data say abdbt conventional foogrovisioning

system?

Much of t he odmwerutriscen alb ofudaod sbysst e ms

di
S

take on tkhenpaomlyi oif cibioalk sy sitetme account

many of the farmers and actors are wel

degrees and professi credldvigehe it hatcaai popgul
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sociologyhweasopati oof to the problem of ho
i mportant feawaobdtukiesgsebhtihng ¢capitalist sy
far mers bied ikPwei ndhags ibs subhsvdinlgeedt by gov
financi al mus c | gc atpa ucrree @ thee ¢tnagr kpepgf ao @
available I and, some of wvshmach hsacsalbeec o me
farmers have had their | ivelihoods undern
convenfoodabgshammdeuVv i t dremeoutishee way it

i srogwn and the way Biatr mf sl dit ot rhiubnatne ch ean d h
of i ts Iqgoava IAicuctprrideinntg t o onthealdcemanamenve f
using hisran i beam@nefcahigedeceesy it as making go
sense to eat ecth eaopoedr. sHepermpariked t hat ver)
ties are needed t o oohveap ofnreo d haen de ntt h acte nmeen
eat er s dahisheh rtdéo ffbaat Ifitee rfnaartnsivngg e. Anot her f ar
pointed out that thef ovrastcloas amaiodfed hoi ce
expectations of varietyntwdeds mroemasodnabl e |
seasonality and | ocal availability.

A Midlands farmer commented on the deficiencies in local soils noting that
there will never be remedies as longlasnegativeconsequences are
distributed far and wide in the conventional system. The kimatefmational

risk poolingthat the conventional system offers that this farmer was talking
about, distributing minor hazards in food stuffs like mincdrient

deficiencies having a diluting effect, is also happening in other ways.
horticulturist infomed me abouhe fodder imprts of 2018where Irish cattle
were eating Malaysian palm oil husks that were imported on a massive scale
to literally save them from starvatioBontemporaneous to thiduringthe

same dry period on the German Friesland tidatihere were brown fields

burnt by the sun and in the neighbouring farms there were green fields. The
neighbouring farms were organic. Like fishermen of old, farragesprevious
eraknew that if they depleted local capacities they would be in trobbte,
internationakisk pooing (WackernageandRees1997) ensures thainecan
always geproducesomewhere else if you have money to buy it.

Alternative farmers know that they are dealing with a very ruthless competitor
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when they observe the conventbsystem. They know it isarming the soil,
harmingbiodiversity andhatit is one of the engines of manade global
warming. The harm they witness happens in allssirinsidious ways. For
example one farmer who is from Britain showed us a weedshatative
brassica in Ireind and BritainAccording to this farmer, GMO rapeseed seeds
have been dispersed into verges and ditches, crossbreeding with the native
weeds resulting in genetic pollutiodow when an English farmer spots this
weed,he is notentirely sure if it is not GMO contaminated. In short
alternative farmers are aware thadterial incentives on their own leads to

greedy investorand irresponsible practices

What does the data say about consum

conveal i amantcionnal i sed? product over
On the consumer side the interest in AFNs
foll owed by a certagawncamaediumd tod <omel faxzrem

spokeN&v é htwhed e stshe ent husi asamdi s connect
eatmasy of those eaters stay with the far
Habitualisation happens on both the alter
Someti mes when consumers feel tkey are re
they cannot fitnlde tdwdoolarod eldedausxsarn a | i\
gave up and went somewhere el se, perhaps
t hi speapke have no choice but to go to th

ver sions of alternative food.

This t hemalbietcwanlexda ntdi meneameal t ernati ve f ar
this | ocation she may have problems gett]i
from either the conventional system or th
according to the AFNtdacttygpmesn ssdismewive spoken
are inclined to get involved with AFNs ar
o6conventionali sedd foods and will do what
income groups find this diffiowlt, a poin
who accuosfe bAeFiNsSg el i ti st. During the cond]
recovered any data on the consumer side t
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exi sts.

Many alternative eateramhaee ntadoli d emevhiohat
foddet i s novte nboercea ueskep gthhsei asnudg agrl ut t ony tF
experienced while eating the 6écheapd food
consumption habits which are a waste of n
buy through AFNsggvolfvaow ehaeghai sirasoeaer

consume their food and this begins to bui

nature works (seasonality) and how peopl e
cexist with it. Part of thaangtgable strat
about tmenadonwendt iprovi sioning s-ystem whi
destructive. l nstead they keep an eye on
the conventional system will go to save i
Conclusion

Irish akernative agriculture idistinctive but also less homogeneotisan one
might expect. Within any sutategory one cares to examine within the
alternative sector there are variations in the way farmers and consumers
choose to distribute their resourcesl aersonal efforts. Sorimes the
outcomes are unstable and the f@@onnection to the consumers is too
tenuous. The examples presented here are success stories, even if the food
provisioning dimension has been reduced. Those alternativek arie

closdy aligned with the corentional production and distribution systems
have also introduced hybrids leading to what some regard as a confusing array
of actors and approaches. Alternative farmers are a relatively small group in
Ireland and the combined acreagf the farms is certally less than 3% of
productive land. Although it is understandable if there is a tendency to get
frustrated when one considers the complexity of such a fragmented and
scattered community of actoisis also important to be patierithose who

are improvirg the ecological capacity of farmland while they go about their
daily routines are performing a valuable task against the odds. The next

objective is to find out if there is a theoretical construct which helps us to
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make sense of lahis variation and rezpbloyment of resources. | think the up
to date assessmentaifernative farms in this chapter will provide a good

platform to further examine the data in this regard.
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Table 3.1 Typology of Irish alternative
farms (20182019) par A
Category Local Alernative Ecological
Farms Entrepreneurs
Geographical Local and national
Proximity [1] (maximum typically 250
miles)
Add on import options
Relational Minimal intermediaries
Proximity [1]
|Economic Adequate wage plus
Rewards surplus value realised as
reinvestment
or profit take
[Land Land ownership high.
Ownership Often Investment from
previous
business or property sale
[Possible Innovation, identification
Advantages of dynamic synergies with
other rural activities.  [8]
Incentive Material incentives plus
Mechanism [10] implicit
commitment to ecological
concerng12]
[Paadigm New rural development
or paradigm/autonomous
Ideological restructuring [15]
Stance

1) Normann Eriksen S (2013) Sage, C. (2003) (Weiler et al 2016) & Galt, R.E (202ysden,T.

and Smith E.(2005) 4) Feehan and Griffin (2009) and Healy (2@) 5ittps://www.ifa.ie/wp-
content/.../Land-Mobility-and-Succession-in-Ireland-Report.pdf 7) Jarosz (2008) and Worden
(2004)8) Sonnino andarsden (206) 9) Duram (2010,256)0) Clarke and Wilson (1961) and Chong
(1991)11) Chong (1991)12) Sonnino and Marsh (2006) 13)Loconto and Hatanaka (2017))
Urgenci & van der Ploeg (2010%)Horlings and Marsden (2012p) Levidow (2015)17) Zimmer
(2017)
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Table 3.1 Typology of Irish alternative far
(20182019) Part B
Category Farms Converted |[|Biological Farming
to Organic Approach
Geographical National and Nationaland
Proximity [1] international international
Markets [Markets
(no Max mileage ) (No max mileage)
Relational Many intermediaries IMany intermediaries
Proximity [1]
Economic Farm income Reduce costs at farm
Rewards supported by input level with
subsidies plus minimum los=of yield
pluri-activity
[4]
Land Land ownership very Land ownership very
Ownership High High
(Familial property)6] (Familial property)6]
Possible Scale, access to credit Healthier soil, plants
Advantages and advise, reliant on and animals.
organisational ability [9] Bio nutrient content of
food increased17]
Incentive Material incentives [Material incentives plus
Mechanism [10] || plus compliance to Personainterest
ecological practices and satisfaction.
through third party
certification mode[13]
Paradigm Modernisation t NERdzOGAGAAG T
or productivist response to costs
Ideological response to food escalation. Agrichemicals
Stance quality preferences [16] route to inclusion in agroecolog
or Necproductivist Or Neeproductivism

1) Normann Eriksen S (20132) Sage, C. (2003) (Weiler et al 2016) & Galt, R.E (208)sden,T.
and Keane, E.(2005%) Feehan and Griffin (2009) artealy (20159) https://www.ifa.ie/wp-
content/.../Land-Mobility-and-Succession-in-Ireland-Report.pdf 7) Jarosz (2008) and Worden

(2004)8) Sonnino and Marsden (26009) Duram (2010,256)0) Clarke and Wilson (1961) and Chong
(1991)11) Chong (199112) Sonnino and Marsden 260L3)Loconto and Hatanaka (20174) Urgenci

& van der Ploeg (20} 15)Horlings and Marsden (2012p) Levidow (2015)17) Zimmer (2017)
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Chapter 4

Exploring the Recognitional Stance

Introduction

Honneth (196),i n updati ng Hegel &tragglefarr | i er concep
recognitons eeks t o tr ans fcalyswportetd i nt o an oO6empir
phenomenol ogy 0,oriindeedcortee it. Hdisoussestegeb s i t

assumptionsortencencyt o assume, a O0sequence of recofq

the context of which individuals reciprocallgrdirm each other to an

increasingdegee as autonomous and individual pe
suggest that in earlier Hegelian |l ogic a
the forms of recognitiond Iis necessary to

of ethical life (Honneth 1996 p69). In thchapter it is hoped to reveal some of

the instances that can be construed as alternative farmers and the actors in the
supporting networks exhibiting a recognitional stance, both towards each other

and towards the natal world. They may indeed follow ag@encebut one

that has many different permutations. This phenomenon may display an

almost infinite number of possible combinasoathough this does not

exclude the possibility of typifications beimgntified. Typologies or

typifications, accordingat phenomenological sociologists, are unavoidable in

any case. Kim and Berard (2009) cite Schultz as saying that typification

Qisa quite foundational practice underl yi
(and) understanding 6 (p 266) . Auggedtsihes partlofahet er t i tl e
research is limiting itself to being exploratory in nature. To this end it is

thought to be sufficierto a) Justify in the broadest possible terms that this

kind of topic is uskilly engaged with using a recognitidheoretic apmach

and b) to identify possible areas of interest.

Some of the proposed areas of interest pertain to acknowledgment flows from
person to person and this may involve knowledge transfers or the cr@ation
spaces for engagement. Otheeas of intereghay involve looking more

closely at the social structures typically found in these communities of practice
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and whether they are open or closed networks or whether the size of network

is important in recogtional terms. Some of the conversation is only gaesi

via negation, thatjs eei ng t he alternative as somet hi
conventional or mainstream (Tregear 2011) but there is sufficient supporting

evidence to justifghe propositiorthat alterityhas achieved significant

alteration of practices st as the grounding of human and social capital

reciprocity dependent tieghich is just one aspect captured by the term

recognitive stance

Acknowledgemefritows from person to person

Acknowledgemat of other persons, involving emphatic engagemedt a

identi ficati on wisdcibculturblasweltabteeirés hi st or i c a
pragmatiematerialistic reasons for acting interesting subject matter from a

recognition theory point of view. The follong question is worth asking.

How does alternativeafming differ from mainstream farming in Ireland in

terms of acknowledgment flows from person to person?

Firstly, as suggested earlier, conventional actors are supported by many
institutional forms, froninterest groups to state institutions but also by
corporate and commercial interedB&triseyaet al. (2018) cite Judith Burke in
relation to connecting recognition patterns to dominant institutional structures
which are said to direct flows dbthackrowledgement and resources. The
support available toonventional Irisfarmers obviously involves direct
payments to farmers of public monfiis addition to taxpayer funded
marketing to help the agrelated export industry and to enable national level
innovation in the food sector. Publicly funded extenservices which have
been tasked with providing advice and training to farmers in the conventional
methods of intensivgroductivist farmingcan be viewed as both

acknowledging and supporting contienal farming methods. Of course it is

8 https://ec.aropa.eu/info/foodarmingfisheries/keypolicies/commoragriculturat
policy/incomesupport/incomesupportexplained_en
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a malleableisuation with corporate and other private intesdgtving quite an
input into policy shiftsRowe2015. Privately the conventional farmer is
supported (his choice of method is confirmediable) by farm input supply
chains available in every cornertbe country, by publications targeting them
as a market segment, by private advisors and equipment maintenance
specialists willing to come on site, and by many more commercial actors.
From acultural point of view the Irish farmer is an iconic figure, ttiathally
seen as the very soul of the country which is still viewed as land based and
strongly agriculturalBrowne 2017. Historically the agrarian reform
movement formed the backbone oflesh struggle for liberation from British
rule and one could gue that tk historical memories of the lamearslingers

in social memory. Although the President of Irelanbdo happens to be a
sociologist has stated in one of his recent talks that éasnand farm

labourers were under representiedterms of beindess involved than they
might have been by virtugf population sizein theWar of Independence
which culminated inwhat is nowthe Republiof Irelandemergingfrom

British rulepost1922

In terms of international negotiatignmarticularly with EU panters Ireland

has done spectacularly well in defending the interests of its conventional
farmers. The interest groups supporting Irish agriculture as well as the state
when acting on theirdhalf, are seen as punching above their weighave

had convesations with alternative farmers who were in the process of getting
articles published in European journals which were critical of conventional
agriculture in Ireland. They reported that thefforts were blocked by persons
representing Irish mainstreargraculture This in itself can be seen as an act
of misrecognition. It was made clear to me talking to alternative farmers that
the mainstream farmers and their supporters genexddigt an intimidating
posture towards them, although this is beginninghemge for reasons that

will be discussed later.

Institutional actors who position themselves midway between alternative and
conventional approachdsgke those in the National OrganTraining SkilkNet
(NOTS) appear to have trouble grasping the trueimeadf the recognitional
stance of alternative farmeedthough they may be promoting some of the
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positive outcomes of the alternative farming yt@oodman et a(2014)cite

Buttel (1993) for identifying LISAlike technology (low input sustainable

agh cul ture) as being adaptable to methods
practitioners farming in natures i mageo(p
into the LISA category. It is evidéthat Irish conventional farmers who are

interested in cutting back onradpusiness inputs or have more than a passing

interest in organic and biological methods also fail to grasp why alternative

farmers do what they do. They often seek to-lmowhat 5 good about these

farmers, reducing it down to a singular attribute.

Forexample, | met one conventional farmer while on a farm walk where some
prominent alternative farmers were presétg.was singing the praises of one

of the alternative farmers preggesaying that you would have to be spiritual to
do what that farmer waoing.To say that the only way one could do this is to
be a spiritual person is rich praise but could also be considered an incorrect
appraisal of both the man and the professisnainvolved. The set of skills

and knowledges at issue equips a persgndw bio-nutrient rich food
successfully on marginal land. Lukacs or Heidegger might see this as
subjecting to a kind of mystification something which is perfectly accessible
tousd |l . 1 tdé6s worth remembering that this i
world get fed, through peasant small farms using honed down agroecological
methodgGRAIN, 28 May 2014)

The academic literature and other discourses reveal that there are farmers all
ove the industrial world who, without being exceptionally smart or spititual
havegoneabouttheir business r@vigorating soils, putting forward sensible
ideas about how nature knows best and using observation as the default
knowledge generating mechanisiiney have made great strides in putting
small portions of the total lara/ailable for agriculture back to work. These
methods appear to work very well. Mainstream producers and consoanvers
many entrenched views and perhaps need to box in theirfitlea @ternative
farmer in some form of clichédggrandising fits that file.

Alternative farmers and people in the supporting and associated networks are
fallible, sometimes hey donét h, averethoughhaytarestrang t ak e s
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willed and up for the challenge. They often fail and throw in the towel, like in
any other phere of provisioning. One successful alternative farmer in County
Cork told me that in recent years there were three bad sumnaamewrand

four of the fifty orso alternative farmers that she knew of in Ireland gave up

farming. They just could not betre hardship anymore.

There is no mystery here, and contrary to some commenf{&oosiman et al.

2014)very little evidence of fetishizatigmarticularlyon theproducer side. It

seems that the conventional thinking allied to commercial practices and

cd cul ative thinking candét but package thi
spiritual farmer) as something inaccessible. These farmers in county Cork

survived makinglternative farming their way of life and they were able to

build up relationships with ctemers over the years.

| was on this farm for a day and as | regadlople were behaving very much

|l i ke farmers of ol d. Gs facmsimMégst Codk. vi sit my n
They still pl oughed with horses and mil ke
referring to the respectful relationships between people, the quietness and

more than anythinghe steady pace of lif§Vhile | was on thislternative

farm, | learnedthat Collin Sage (formally working in UCC) who is respected

internationally as a geographgpent lots of time on this farm researching his

work on alternative 6good foodd net worKks

On the subject of subsidised farmj@rmerBurke () told me that she

thought the anger frequently expressed by conventional farmerselated to

subsidy chasing and the different compete
involved in maximising the take from these pay outs. These competendies ha

nothing to do with farmingkills or being able to establish relationships with

customersand other farmers. What she was referring to was in effect a

perverse incentive to become very good at getting grants and to keep your

methods between you and your accountant. The relationship withnmers

that Collin Sage was talking about, | suggessbased on acknowledgment

flows and these can counteract bothoptation strategies and competition

from imported organic sellers at the farmers market (achieved in part by
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exploited labour irthesouh of Spain and excessive food miles). Here Farmer

Burke (m) speaks aboutowtheyfeel securdan the presence &uch threats:

FarmerBurke(m)¢ Yeah | ook to be honest about it We have
argument. We just get on and do it. And have our own brand. And I'm afraid | think it has

moved on from the organic
TFé Yes, it has

Farmer Burke (m}é¢ Peopl e want to know (that) you don't hav
at a new thing now. And, t hohorgam gganciskité € peopl e ru
They know thaOrganic Nationis imported stuff and lookfine they do; they make a good

business. And some people | ove that. And thereds

interested.

The discriminating customers he is talkingalto ar e ti ed to the Obr
farm, which is esswially the relationship between eater and grower and the

understanding that certain principles are applied. On that day | had lunch with

both farmers and the five volunteers who live on site and wewdours a

day. The atmosphere was very good ang open at the table and the food

was obviously great. Later we went to their other holding which, as mentioned

in chapter3, comprises of a planation of 40 or so acres of deciduous trees.

Farmer Burkerl) had a very good knowledge of the plantation, he talsl

us of the story of a certain | evel of hos
planted with trees. The available fodder was being grazead by ei ghbour 6 s
ponies. As with the main farrthe relatonship with neighbouring farmers is

very good. At thdarm they often swap grazing for manure as they do not have

any animals of their own. Here he talks about the swapping and bartering and

experimenting with agroforestry.

FarmerBurke(mé | don't spend very muchepometoany on machi ne
attachment for tractoj Grazing a fellow had grazing off of a field for a couple years and he

gave me thathe points to anotheattachment for tractorpo bartering .This is a kind of

experiment we have done It's called agroforestry. So you grow trees, and this is about 5 years

old so it's just establishingn¢ shows parallel rows of trees and grassland in betyv8dris

summer my neighbour he had cattle that weo&ing very miserableside (in shedsand he

got a visit from the hygiene people. So we put them out here from April and throughout a dry

summer and everything not a problem. Because they have shade and plenty of grass growth in
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a field that would have been a bog (before) aan you see any rushes in that? No you know.

So the old agroforestry certainly does improve the land. So this was always very wet land not

really very usable and this is matevelopedand | will be cutting that we will get six or

seven bailsofsilage f f her e but itds better than nothing i sn

all summer.

It is interesting that the relationship with neighbours and customers at the
farmers market is a transfer from an experimental, alternative group of people
trying ou new or alternative methods or reverting to abandoned methods to a
group of people who bear little if any of the risk. The receivers acknowledge
that the experimenters have achieved something. It is something that they can
benefit from and so thexchangs are repeated year on year. One of the
experiments, building a small lake on the farm, saved the harvests during the
2018 drought and allowed them to continue to supply their customers, this is
another case of premptive action where common sens usedo good effect

by alternative farmers, he also expresses hisperationwith the housing

crisis in Ireland. i@ very rargin my experiencefor conventional Irish

farmers to express sympathy for urban dwellers and the poverty and inequality

issues thieexist thereor at least having an origin there.

FarmerBurke(m)ySo t his is we built this | ake here really
had problems with the well, so we put this in, and it saved our bacon this year, really has

saved our bacon. Sohat we want to do we are taking off all this soil (points to excavation

works near artificial pond/lake) to get it a bit deeper here (Yeahyvanalill spread that on

the fields so its

TF Yeah that guy in Kerry he built his own little lake as well andvas using it during the
drought. It kind of saved him.

Farmer Burke (m}é Yeah it saved us and you see with wells
replenished/ et . So we could not irrigate even after all
a well is now, and it wilthen replenish at the end of October November and we can irrigate

from that but at the moment we are still irrigating from here
TF Oh right .. \ery interesting.

Farmer Burke (mé Andé you see thatds the thing A0Oh there i
the waer banWe | | itds not a good idea. Itds a good idea
October cause then you will know what you have. Xoow. Look. The future is thigpbints

to lake You are going to have all these little things and then tlddasely habitat in here.
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TF Sur e. ltds the same thing the trees create a ha

the biodiversity thig going.

Farmer Burke (m}¢ Oh bi g ti me and this is our Ilittle, we h
personMary sheis staying there needing a place to stay because the terrible thing in this

fucking country now is that people candét find acc

| remember leaving the farm and the woods that day feeling quite sad that |
had to go back out into the main road ged back into the industrial

landscape even though it is considered rural.

So alternative farmers create their own brand which is acknowleggbeib
customers. It is often the case that the customers, like their neighbours,
eventually end up becomingdnds or at least enjoy mutually supportive
levels of exchange, not entirely conducted on the economic level. Other
supportive arrangements whiare institutionalised, rationalised and
bureaucratised are more common in mainstream agricuNese, | will look
at more particularised forms of these acknowledgement flows such as
acknowledgment of the soetultural context of the knowledgeespector
the more knowledgeable other as a persmhestablishing and maintaining

place based opportunity.

Aclknowledgement of the soednlltural and

historical context of the knowledge

Firstly, as we are talking about context, it might be appropriate to note that
during the course of this study, when data was collected (Spring-2018
Autumn 2019), significant sfis in opinion were noticeable in Irish agriculture

and the political and emomic discourse that envelopes it. Mounting pressure
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on conventional systems was evident not least from the response to extreme

weather events such as longer colder winters fatbly drought. These

combined weather events evoked the now all too commohm phor Ot he
perfect stormdé. Significant fodder shorta
pressure on Ireland to redugeeenhouse gasmissions (mainly coming from

agriculture). hese were some of the trigger points of heated discussion during

this periodalthough not everyone connected extreme weather and the

emissions. | was very aware that no matter who was talking on behalf of

conventional farmers whether it be the farmers s$eues, support

organisations or state institutional actors they never owedi methane gas,

even though that is known to be the outstanding problem. In this case

scientists are the knowledge providers and they are ignored. Industrial systems

and transpdrsystems are the main producers of cadrmissions irireland

but in theagricultural sectqiit is methane gas which is the most problematic.

State institutional actors and farmero6s r
well that they should be talkgnabout methane emissions, but they largely

silent on it.

The legitimag of the industrial agricultural system was at stake and certainly
the defenders of this legitimacy were made to work harder to avoid certain
subjects and lean heavily on othersr Examplesustainability issues were

cast as a technological and publisaerce allocation problem rather than
needing a radical turn away from higiput, highemissions agriculture.
FarmerScotttold me how during the summer of 2018 the system wakeon

brink of collapse in the midlands where-@ps (local agr-industrial sypliers)
insisted that customers booked several days in advance for the collection of
animal feed products. At another farm in the spotfe horticulturalist was
astonished thateéland was now importing palm oil husks from Malaysia to

feed cattle. In thend corporate actors connected to the dairy industry went to
Britain and elsewhere to source fodder in large quantities and sold it on at cost
to the farmers it did business wiifhe government funded the transport and
distribution of this cheaperfodderi t h t axpayer 6s money. So t
during this period in 2018, were unwilling to talk about agricultural emissions

in a meaningful way but then they were prepared to sigesikde losses
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(attributable taoverstocking) for what van der Ploeg (20@i@ycribes as
entrepreneurial farmerssho were already significantly subsidised by both the

EU taxpayer and the Irish taxpayer.

In recent years there was a push towards more saBtaimethods. Often this

resulted ingreenwash projects, but it also resdlte at least some movement

in the right direction. NOTS which is funded by the department of education

set up training opportunities such as fulltime organic farming apprenpsesh

and third level organic production courses. They also organised dupded
conferences, shorter courses, one day cou

focusing on biological farming.

At the conferences it was very apparent that NOTS and theutiosiél actors

present were mainly talking to conventional farmers andtiagye pretty

conservative audience. FirstipeBiological Farming Conferenc018)was

chaired by a prominefiteagasgagriculture and food authority) employee

which, in food povisioning terms, would be identified as a rigtihg

organisation by manglternative farmers. Secondiypany of the speakers

were taking pot shots at the organic movement, saying for instance, that the

organicc onventi onal di vi dimatomgangwasfustan pol ar i sir
Oi npwhstituti ond exeinorgasiser.beinfhamed despi te t
NationalOrganicTraining Skil-Net. The speaker from@T Ssaid their main

aim was really to 6save farmers a bit of
mention vas made of the pioneering work of the organic movement in Ireland

(and posibrganic alternatives), and no mention was made of the real

sustainability issues wolved in conventional agriculture, especially as they

related to Ireland or the current clima®mergency. The only problem

mentioned with any frequency was the poor diversity of biological life forms

in the soil due to some conventional practices. Noepm the tweday

conference did anybody say, 6This has to
feding among alternative actors | spoke to that the narrative was controlled.

When a scientist from Teagasc got up to speak a conventional farmer sitting

nexttome said Anow for the politicsdo meaning

coming out of this part dhe conference. The most radical thing the chairman
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(al so from Teagasc) said was O6donodot treat

makes pollutants sound strahg organic.

Although the American speakers were entertaining and knowledgeable there
was not enugh discussion about origirsuch asvhere thebiological farming
solutions actually came from. This is billed as something that in many ways
has surpassemtganic, but very little clear historical account has been given as
to actually how this has happed. Like where when and how and by whom
were these discoveries made? Organic is normally associated with European
and North Americaippie subcultureinthe6 0 6 s and 700s and most
know that Biedynamic and Organic methods were founded earlyan th
twentieth century. | think most people know that Organic has been to a certain
extent taken over by big business or that those corporate actors have at least
managed to taint its separatist image. To be @Garry Zimmer a farmer

educator who now is advocate of biological farmingsee Zimmer 2018)

spoke at the conference and did acknowledge, in passing, the organic and
countercultural roots of the whol@lbgical farming phenomenon. However

he also spoke about the conventional education he recsvadairy

nutritionist and about the institutidmsed experimental farms he worked on.

So he spoke about many aspects of his education and the evolutisn of h
knowledgeparticularly relating to his own personal history. He put a picture

on the screerrém the seventies where he and others drove a truck around

town to promote organic farming.

Some of us have been at this for a long time, | have been dénigdm the seventies that is
me driving the truckghows photo of a lot of people on a truokw those are my students and
| said the health and the wealth of the nation is in their hands. A bunch of old derelicts and
hippies that old jeep of mine it i@ wood back and we nailed this outhouse on the back of it
to see if | would drive around towofr t hr ee days on the back of my tr
know me of course, | did. And then we put a sign on the back put your organic fertiliser here
and we dove around town three days with that. So | have been in this for a long time. So that
was the mieseventies and yes, | came from that generation and these people are now old and
overweight and farming, so you astdfbesiles going to g
agriculture, so | read this bodkade toStick well what stuck? (1.14) (Zimmer, Bagical

farm Conference Tullamore 2018)
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Dan Kitteridge also spoke at the conference, concentrating on the horticultural

aspect of biological farming. He grew up
decided that this was not the optimal way to grow food. Safrtiee plants

were dying, the weeds anlaetpest were getting the upper hand on too many

occasions and the labour input was too gruelling. So he started to look into

improving things and eventually came up with a very dynamic type of natural

growing systemSo did he actually improwv@ganic farming andrebrandt as
something else or did he start from scrat
talk left one thinking one of two things, that either his parents were useless

farmers, or that the organic methaas not worth the bother. This | found

perplexing | was concerned that some speakers were treading a fine line

between disrespecting organic farming practices, even if they were reared to it,

and suggesting that it had become largely obsolete due disttevery of

O6newd pr act ibeeceperfeatddiard nefinkdaby gractitioners. To my

mind they needed to explicitly say that o

reasons for making this claim.

Kevin Scottwas speaking at tHeeeding Ourselve€onference Cloughjordan

(2019). When referring to the conventioméernative farming dividene

pitched it like thiso we ar e all farmersd and he i mpl:.
farmers that he knows are now comfortaidéngclassed as biological

farmers (puingthe m i n t he same category as some 0
farmers). Eventually garmerin the audience spoke up and said that pretty

much everything in the biological farming methodology hlieady been

practiced in organic farming. She was irskriorgaic farming from its genesis

and she specifically called itrmovementThat word movementsort of took

some of the gloss off the biological farming rhetoric and tilted the

conversation towards acknowledging that there is more to the story than
dreamingup new names forold orevprr e sent practi ces. | t 6s |
saying that this stuff has a bit more history than you guys are giving it credit

for. She took exception to the speaker re
marketing tool. She saitiat $1e was part of the organic movement all the way

back to the split between IOFGRA and Organic Trust (Tovey 1999).

Interestingly the idea of recognition implies revisiting something that has
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already happened, be it a cognitive or physically expeztteroeh Bétrisey

et al. address the issue thus

The term Arecognitionodo refers to both a cognitive
perceive had been perceived before) and to the ac

someone else. (Bétriseyadt 2018, p 135)

As we are talking about not justher people in this instance, we could modify
the last partofthist@ af f i rmi ng the existence of some

el se. O

It seemed the historical account of where things came from was being skewed

to appease a more conservative audiglsaepossible thathe social and

cultural origins of those pioneering effoasd theat times subcultural

pathway it traversed is now being treated as a taboo subject? | think the

evidence could be interpreteddonfirm that retrospective withholding of

recognition is indeed taking pladeor example, mother (organic) farmer

talking at a farm wik in 2019 said that the biological farming phenomenon

was Overy interesting and an exciting dev
and agricultural pointofvie&, t hi s | found surprising bu
emphasise that this was just his opinion a@dvhs still thinking it through.

He also said that perhaps the organic vegetable growers were a little bit behind

the curve in relation to soil biology andtime r haps o6t hey coul d | ea
somet hing from conventional Ffoar mer so. It
ambiguity circulating must start to have a destabilising effect sooner or later.

Nobody has of yet has stated clearly whether organic, biodynamic, naturally

grown (Fukuoka 1978) or agro ecologg defined by traditional peasant

agriculture has had my bearing on the biological farming methodology. Is it

conventional or not, has it been developed by conventional farmers or not? It

would not be so blatant fhose pushing the biological farming approach

acknowledged that many of the features of biaabgiarming were already

here in some shape or form and then said
with their vast farms st anrdt egdo tt 06 suosnee 66 s o n

very good results.

The problem is that there is a lot of vagaries relating tioceship. The basic

thrust of the approach as | I nterpreted i
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methodologies and practices are a conventional farmers iomeand these

farmers are going to give the organic farmers a bloody nose by beating them at
thar own game. Conveniently, making the disrespect shown to organic and
bio-dynamic farmers down through the years a justified bullygygerhapsa

good salesifch. That is casting your target audience as the winner is good
salesmanship. This to me seelike a recognitional black hole, unless

someone is willing to clean it up.

| recently asked farmat/ardwhat he thought of the whole biological farming
appro&h and its recent ascendancy. He said that they are doing it, the
rebranding, in order to cornthe market and charge a fortune for courses. He
gave the example of the permaculture movement in Ireland and the price of

t he cour ses. Y e sherees aratgdéydiolqyieat fanmersias t ur e
far as he was concerned. | easily confirmed thishgcking the overlap

between those promoting biological farming methods and permaculture in
Ireland, noticing that there were indeed persons appearing in bopis cam
simultaneouslyThe internet can be useful for quickly checking dual or

multiple allegiancesMany of these allegiances are not necessarily
incompatible. Many of the brands try to cover as many strands as possible. For
instancePermaculture embracesdanic and Biedynamic together with

other landscapeoncerns beyonthe farm. Certain interprations of
agroecologybut also the biological farming approach and regenerative
agriculture try to embrace almost everything that is not conventional

agricultue, although biological farming sees itself as conventional also. If the
reader is confused wvhiin the above intersections of identity or branding, |
sympathise but suggest that there are ways to untangle the lineage and
determine where opportunism meegsngine convergence. | will offer a

theoretical solution in due course which | believe is mpmieable to the

Irish setting tharmbeddedness oonventionalisation theory.

Letds remember that forgetfulness (Honnet
misrecognitong me as much as it is part of the L
which banishes the engaged prarigen the awareness of self, to somewhere

behind the veil of reified practices. The same (organic) farmer mentioned

above did say that in solving some of hieffir | e ms 6éwe have to go b:
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horticultural first pri mcongehtiensld6 and
horticulture and later turned organibat was certainly an admission that he

did actually forget something amuthis caseit was somethingelating to the
germinating of seeds. Granted in thi
forgetfulness related to an organic horticulture or a conventional horticultural

rule of thumb.

Although, to counter this trend another speaker aF#eeling Ourselves
Conferencg2019) gave his opinion. Hans Martin Lorenz is member of ARC
2020. He is a person winas been at the heart of negotiations in the EU

which sought to rid the organic business in Europe of corruption and sharp
practices. He said #twe should rera mb e r orgamidwastthe original
agroecol ogical movement 0 itavasavorthe e me d
respecting. He had been talking with me earlier that day and said that the
organic producers themselves were causing obstruction to the reforen of th
governance structures of organic certification in the EU. They were almost
willing to accepta level of corruption in order to continue as they were.
Although he seemed to imply that these were at the higher end of the income
bracket as organic produceys. | think the reader will appreciate that there is

a tendency on the part of farmers andnfar educators to roll back on

previous acknowledgemen(isy disrespecting the soetultural origins of the
knowledge and ecological values of previous generstid alternative

farmers) However it needs to be looked at carefully. As | saidier, it is a

fluid situation in Ireland at the moment and many farmers are going to change
their position to a greater or lesser extent. There are those alternativesfarme
who are more comfortable with the ecological point of view and they see these
developments as political and marketplace trends which are not really worth

keeping track of.

Sociology and social theory provide several theoretical explanations for
rolling back or back sliding on previous acknowledgements of the sources of
knowledge. Onés the Habermasian idea of legitimation crigisaberma

1973)which sees the capitalist system as being in a constant state of near
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collapse. According to Habermadke oy way capitalism can continue to

function is to legitimisets existence througthe creation of misleading

discourses and this is a relentless activity, often representing moral or political

choices asarrowtechnical problems. In agriculture for insten if dhormab

logic were to apply, alternatives to conventioagiicultureshoud not include

the conventional approach itsget hat is exactly what the biological

approach seeks to achieve (such as use of herbicideslogical farms.

More hardore alternative farmers, those who are aligned with strong AFNSs,

would see this aan attempt to reinvent the indefensible as somehow

acceptable. The applicatiRomnddpbhebbamcddes
could never be acceptable to these farmerxabbit as a viable option for a

biological farmer would be compatible with Haloea s 6 s | egi t i mati on <cr

model.

Another less contentious rival explanation is provided by Ronald(Burt
1980)when he explains (relying on Simmel) that actors who@mipy

several positions simultaneously may achieve a certain level of autonomy, in
the sense that they are not held responsible for their actions to the same extent
that those occupying only one neftik position. In adapting this network

theory explanationotthe case at hand, it would be in the interest of the actor
(back slider) to deny complicated origins and to simplify her message.
Shortening the message is perhaps seen as a kind of reductiehismis
necessary for maki ngorknmaeagepaf NETEwoull 6 m sur e
prefer this explanation. I8hapters, a third possible explanation will be

explored drawing on the recognitional stance (or the lack thereof) of the

actors.

Conclusion

On a practical level people are lured bycatlednewappioaches and are

perhaps tired of, or have a cultural aversion to, the organic or biodynamic
concepts. Some alternative farmers are eager to seize an opportunity for
funding by getting in on the greimg of conventional agriculture in Ireland,
something thathe state appears to be pretty desperate to achieve. At the same

time they can retain their organic certificatidrthey have it or their
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reputation as good alternative farmers if they arerdeghas such. At the

Feeding Ourselves Conferen@918) the speakers talked about the multiple
crises facing the farmers of Ireland &hd Irish populationl havedetailed

some ofthe response of the conventional farmers and their supporters as being
defensive in nature during the 2018 drought. | suggesatbanial of the

origins of certain knowledges may be part of that defensiveness and this
represents a misrecognition of sorts. Reconstruing satforal origins of

certain practicestosuitonesd e ol ogi cal stance or oneods
the perceved legitimacy of the conventional approach is well represented in

the AFN and food systems literatyiontenegro de Wiand lles 2016)

Goodman et al. (2014, p1389) cites Vos 2000 and Allezt al. (2003) on

how the emphasis dnputsrather thamprocesspreferred by the USDA during

the founding of the national organic standards durind #8®s undermined

the original and more progressive approaches which sought to constantly
improve the orgaic approach as an agroecological and social justice

orienated movement. The rush to institutionalise the organic concept was
partly motivated by a threat from the USDA to ban the term organic. To ban
the term organic would have been a most severe formssécognition, but it

could be argued, it may have savled movement from coptive forces.

The more Knowledgeable other

The more knowledgeable other is a common term in Vygotskian research. It is
assumed that people learn effectively, achibe@ next developmental
progression, when a more knowledgealdespn is present to demonstrate

how that specific task might be approached or how complex problems might
be interpreted. As referred to in the literature review the Vygotskian approach
seeshe encounter of theoreknowledgeable other and the pupil as a
developmental and longer term relationship which is historically situated and
subsumed in the sociocultural context. Of course the shallow interpretation of

this and other developmental, futusbserving paradigmss to strip out the
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historical and sockeultural baggage and extract what it is that we need to

know. In western culture we tend to think of knowledge in more universal
terms and not belonging to anyone. Rarely if ever do we degla person as

the kearer of knowledge. In the instances thatdve , t he wor k o6gurud c
mind. | have encountered the word quite a bit wherever conventional and
alternative farmers or institutional actors cross paths. This word can have
different shdes of meaning. It can mean a very knowledgeable person or a
pern who falsely portrays themselves as a very knowledgeable person. It can
be a term that expresses ones desire to engage with that person or a term that
expresses a curiosity about what thatson might know while at the same

time wishing to stay away fno the sociecultural attachments that surround

that person. Perhaps, in order to distract from the evident failure of typically
western universal knowledge systems to provide everythingrarsal

everything we need to known this sens¢he term may be eomedic

response.

A more personalised treatment of the more knowledgeable person is common
when the audience is mainly comprised of alternative farmers, AFN actors or
sympathetic members tie public. | will assume that seeing the more
knowledgeable otheas a person is an important indicator of an engaged
praxis. In contrasthe provisioning of knowledge in industrial farming

happens on a conveyor. Clinical scientific thinkingeserallyimpersonal

and does natsuallyrequire any personal engagemenapprehendr so it is
understoodWhat has beescientificallyproven or approveis$ seenn the

world of conventional agriculture as being a trustworthy source of knowledge.
In alternatve farming the personalised message of the teacher or practitione
makes it all the more attractive and comprehensible. Another aspect of the
knowledge transfer in AFNs that seemed relevant was a deeper identification
with the more knowledgeable other iretcontext of the time and place of the
valued learning eventsh€& more knowledgeable person often describes the
unique context of the discovery or ongoing discovery. This might include
details of the field, the habitat, soaaltural events that may hasupplied
motivation, the climatic variations at the time, tlreyyalence of pests or

diseases at the time and more than likely conditions relating to soil health.
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The deeper identification with the more knowledgeable person may be
emotional. It may invive getting to know how this person interprets problems
or whethe or not they even see problems as problems. In fact the
disengagement with ti@artesian, problem solving mindset might be part of
the lesson for some. In many cases informants may redfecltster oimore
knowledgeable othefsrought together by somgreergistic learning events
either spread over time or as part of an organised coming together. Although
whenever there is a concentration of these more knowledgeable persons this

may be the &ginnings of a more institutional or routinised response.

The nore knowledgeable other can in itself be a motif winehht be

exploited in utilitarian terms. A quick look the websites of some of these more
knowledgeable persons reveals that quite aHfavwe made a substantial
business from the transfer of knowledgeme charging several thousand

euros per day. Although the businesses are sometimes structuredpasfiipn
there does seem to be a trend towards ratcheting up the sta®pération

and the fees charged. Many of those who travel to present atarderare

only too happy to reveal how they travel all around the world and have

business interests on sevarantinents.

Garry Zimmer speaking on a podcast about regenerative agrictiiedeto
demystify the process that made him a very knowledggadaison, probably
because many people see him as the fatheiotifgical farming He did coin
the phrase, it he did that in order to get the point across that it is not
chemistry farmers should be looking in relation to soil health but biology.

Here isGary talking about his experience at an experimental farm.

| learned an awful lot from some reallygooce nt or s | al ways tell peopl e |
develop too much | paid a lot of attention and | think as time went on | think we all got better
at undestanding soils and so on through soil Bio and | had some really good teachers in the

beginning througlthat Brookside experience ( an experimental farm). (Zin20&8

|l 6m not sure i f this kind of synergistic

Irish gate funded institutions but a reliable source has told me that it would
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never happen because if a parsbowed that much enthusiasm and

imagination, he would not be promoted to any position of significdribank

this goes beyond the view which seesdawicratisation as something that

stifles creativity. It sounded like the informant was intimating @éeléoerate
strategy to impede sustainable solutions which could be to the disadvantage of
big business in the short ter@ne organic farmer who farmgar the border

with Northern Ireland was shocked to find out that the head of some
sustainable projectr@ther promoted by the state (the project related to

tillage) never heard of companion cropping (planting two species like oats and
peas side by sideA well-known entrepreneur in the field who had joined in

on the conversation remark#tht t might al® be possible that it was the
institutional actorés way of saying 6we
way the prevalent opinion is that if yoave a government job you tow the

government line until told otherwise.

Consideration would be given hewpracticeonly if it became part of the
policy of the department and those policy changes happen at higher levels.
More recently pressures to dealith the highgreenhousgas emissions that
Ireland is deemed to be responsible for has caused somenemven the

policy side bui tt@o®arly to say how these shifts in thinking, if they are
indeed shifts, will manifest themselves in changes in metin relation to
Gary Zimmer and the biological farming approach | find it interesting that the
Irish state through NOTS has been busy promoting this as an idea on the
fringes, whereas it gives direct grants to the organic sector. Garry Zimmer has
comefrom both conventional and organic learning environments but is very
much tied into the conventionialea ofscale. He told us at the conference that
he is involvedwith capitalist farmgvan der Ploeg 2018yith vast acreages in
Eastern Europe. Europe land grabbingwhich happened in the early years of
the EU enlargement to the edsta contentious issue, and one that has been
highlighted by Access to Land activists in the EMhviously,Garry Zimmer

is not aware of it. He also told stories of howgos was luckyo snap up

cheap land in the US and now enjoys a tenfold increase in its value. It would
seem thabverextension athe motif ofthe more knowledgeable othartype

of knowerwho until recentlyappeagedin the context obmaller scale
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alterrative agriculure, has now beconerecognisable patteron the world
stage In other words the motif itseindthe very existence of these unique
actorshas been copted and transformed into a busindss. useful to go on
the internet and see how maofythese fimncially well off more
knowledgeable others are willing to fly anywhere in the world to give a talk

some charging 03,000 per day.

Examples of influences from these others

lan Ward, another farmeeducatoydiscusses his background and gieeedit

to his mentor in London. Here he was discussing the beginnings of his interest

in farming which is supportive of the idea of seeing the more knowledgeable

other as a person.

Farmer Ward: | started growing theres photograph of me there in a etgble garden when

| was Planting leks apparently. And | sort of had it in the back of my mind always because

my first mentor in |ife was an old man in London

And unlike allotments ére now these little beds theseravéegal size full grown which would

feed a family of six, so | sort of grew up with him mulisking, learning growing and at the

same time doing the woodwork clipping the hens wi
grew up in London in quite a sayt gardening atmosphere and it was just me and him most of

the time and hiswife .wwas a real country woman as well é. o]

atmosphere and | always had the idea of living in the country and growing.t&iog just
started that way. (terview: lanWard2018)

A year or so later | asked him again about that mentor but also asked him how

that tied with other sources of knowledge.

Farmer Ward: Oh Mr Beven yes | reference him all the time yeah. As a €tola the age of
four till probably dout twelve | spent a huge amount of time in his garden and in his house

and | just used to garden with him sort of.
TF: But it rubbed off on you.

Farmer Ward: Yes oh totally hetaughtme how to play chess and draughtd are built a
table tennis table watoo small in his back garden and | had to clean out his chicken house

you know crawl into it because | was smaller than he was. And you know we did vegetables.
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So he laid that foundation in me as a child and he alsmkefifty quid in his will, | hadd t

seen him for ten years. | had gone delinquent you know, and | got thisedesdng do

something useful with it, and here we are ha ha. No but he laid the groundwork. | grew up in a

city and he was a countryman. ldoh know i f h e natsreabydighyhmst r y man
wife was the same. So yeah, | give him huge credit even inisheTimesin the days when

we were more national with our stuff and they ask me these sorts of questions. So | give him

cr e d i rying tolthinknthen. When we wetd Ventry quite young, we just started working

it out. We used to buy magazines likemmon Ground But i n Ventry then |
travelling, |l didndédt want to drivento far to
alternati ve g uryeigttemeclmatestin Qounty Glare imtlge reighties and

| got some good ideas about how to plant trees in extreme climates and it worked. it was good
stuff.

FarmerKeanetells his story. His father came to Ireland from England and set
up an organi¢éarm, he was one of a handful of people to farm organically in
Ireland at the time. So obviously farm&eands first mentor was his father
but other influences including a itio Ireland by an activistarmer from
Germany who told them all about the CSystem. There was also the
factfinding mission to Britain where he and a small group met experienced
CSA farmers. These encounters seemed to make a big impression on him.
Herehe talks about visiting one of those English farms. These references
support tle idea that not only is it a more perabcontact but the deeper
identification with the more knowledgeable other is conveyed within the
context of the time and place where #tnowledge is developed. This in itself
is a cultural construction. The develoental process is being conceptualised

and conveyed.

Farmer Keane And another thing is whatever you grow, your willow is another crop
something to use, fell or burn or vtkger and that is another thing in farming we went to an
amazing farm in Readin@ngland) and the farmer there is a genius, and he is a vegan farmer
there is no animals but he does not grow vegetables, he grows biodiversity, he grows
hedgerows and his vdlflowers and banks and he grows green manure, he grows everything,

and itasényportant & growing vegetables.
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Farmer Keane That 6s t he way we got to start thinking |
hedgerows and you look after you beetle banksara | | t hat, he doesnét have o
doesndt have any plantsects that damage his

TF Oh alright.

Farmer Keane Because he has got such good biodiversity. The place is just thriving like
it 6s a Hbwers yoe haveindver seen before all ghege birds. It was amazing to
watch a quarter of an acre of cauliflowers amdrgone picture perfect not a disease on one of

them.

FarmerLynchwas asked by one of the other farmers to talk about Alan
Savory and his work and | think this example supgptite idea of seeing the
knowledgeable other in utilitarian terpas FarmeLynchquickly moves to

the implications of this learning on his farm and seems to be aware that you
have to take that knowledge and do something with it, make it come,to life
not just lavish praise on the originator. It seems his connection to the more
knowledgeable other is not vepersonalput farmer_ynchis not what |

would regard as strongly alternative. He is talking here about different parts
of the grassland on the farms some grazed conventionally (over grazed) and
some holistically (longgrass gazing, trampling and manuring by animals on
very shortstays, 1824 hours) and how one survived the drought and the other

perished like the new trees he planted.

Farmer Lynch: Well | can pretty much tell you that we were really enamoured at Allan

Savory hink the guy really needs to be listened to. But vedlyalidn't know how good it was

until the drought. When the drought came in, we have seen things we only saw in the States.

Where we had this round here, which I will get into. Where we had, we haedgra
conventionally and h o lsticgrasslandithimgre gefermitltyyeou ééand ho
grassland that was coming back because it had to pull the organic matter apart. It was still nice

growth in the grass going through the patch. Whereas wittotineeational grazed stulff,

because of the circumstanaes didn't have much of an option with the weeds. We said are

we going to just have to do it, to sacrifice you knatay conventional for that part of the

farm), but when we did that we had buoff ground. So we had a farm in two halves. And

thatwasa e a | eye opener. | tdés theinthangourtriesitee and t hi s
Savory method in hot, dry countrjééour annuals for one thing, were heavily drawing they

wer e | ust éb wourgetsuglightdownéo the side, your letting edrbon and

you're wearing out your microbes. So like the whole aspect is on fire but like his stuff, I'd
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advise anybody doesn't knodlan Savory TED Talko watch that and then you go from there
TheAllan Savory TED Talland he killed 40000 elephantsftie he realised what he was

trying to accomplish for environmental and animal rights reasons. Ended up changing the way
things are done so he's really somebody, good luck to you. Like | wouldny léndrof soil

guru.

Also on the farm that day was a guy working for one of the national parks in

Ireland where they sometimes have grazing animals. He was interested in

getting holistic grazing going in the parks. Here he spoke about Allan Savory

and howthese methods werausmb | ed upon and devel oped. I 1
Savory comes across as arrogant and thato
identification with him as a person. A deeper identification with a white man

owning a 3ethousaneacre farm in Africa antieing responsible fahe deaths

of the elephants may also be anathema to some. Here the national parks

employee speaks about one of the key discoveries attributed to Savory and

institutional resistance to ideas:

National Parks Guy: He (Savory) is the guthat propagated it bihen again, he got it from

somebody in the field that didnét know what he ha
satellite and there was a green patch in Africa and they sent it to have a look and he said what

you doing? He hadKe the wheel and heas rotating cattle they were going through it and

that is when Savory picked up on it.
Researcher So he scooped it up and now he is accusing other people of plagiarising him.

National ParksGuy: That 6s how t hi mgdrem irstituddnsthereisdnlyi snét ¢ o mi
half a dozen farmers doing it (in Ireland) and th
arrive on the ground often government institutions are blocking them from moving forward,

and thatodos a gl o bagémenintertatioraas onddbvand, thereiwas onea

guy banging his head against the wall. Look its fucking working and they are like you have to

do it Iike this, in the box, donét mind the evide
calling him a nad man, a hippie andl ¢he rest but then there was too much evidence, that

could not be refuted. There was like desert and then its fucking lush

Some names such Bfaine Ingham antiugh Lovel popped up quite a few
times when farmers are talking abaduw soil. FarmeMahermentionecElaine

Inghamin relation to nedig no-till approaches to vegetable growing saying
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that she would get fantastic results by letting nature sort stufishimo

unimpeded by human intervention, save some-higgdity mulch and té right

combination plants. For examptbe chemical deficiencies that conventional

farmers worry so much about are not so much a problem in her method

because nature just rebalancdsavt 6 s goi ng on via multiple
also mentioned that sheas so proficient at lookindptough a microscope at

soil that she could just look at the soil and immediately tell you what would

grow well there. Farmévlahercertainly spoke about h&ith due respect and

on personalerms

On aseparateoccasion FarnreQuinnreminded his audience that the reason

we havendédt been too good at thinking abou
t hat you just candét seeclevel Thewassanse it exi
interesting insight into the discovery processlftsn that you are discovering

things that you will never seer perhaps never fully compreheidit you can

understand certain lines of causation. FarRerisco-designed his remedies

and sprays with Hugh Loveh name that was also mentioned bynfer

Lynch. When you see successful alternative farmers referring to these

internationally renownetolistic experts you can see that the level of

specificity that can apply to overcoming problems relating to soil biology is

far beyond theoobémithat beverbetn touted
good farming for the last hundred years or so. | Beedferences by many

farmers of these more knowledgeable others as also supporting the idea that

deeper identificatiomlsorelates to ascribing ting® andplacgs)to these

0 o t hTehis edibgnises that thegthershave been involved in a

developmentigprocess that spreads over many years
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Establishing and maintaining pladssed
opportunity

Providing opportunities locally, it might be assumedyisof the most

fundamental actions of any alternative faatthough not all alternative farms

are dpendent on, or tap into, local markets. Spfoeinstanceuse the

internet to extend the network and bypass this aspect of things, a set of

activitiesthog ht t o qualify oneds operation as b
2008).1 look closer at the actions which may have led to the establishment of

these opporturigs and consider which, if any, lend credence to the idea of a

recognitional stance being adoptédthis sense looking towards the material

mani festations of this Ostanced seems | ik
involves the provision of spaces andgals but also the provision of the

product which lies at the heart ofi, food. The consumer @onsumer

citizen needs to be lured by something attractive, perhaps something unique,

but with wellconstructed and realistic narratives surrounding it. &wdso

arrive as curious onlookers should be tempted to indulge in this space and

listen to the naative little by little. To convert a consumer to a consumer

citizen may be the result.

As | have referred to in the literature revidgie alternative farmesften takes

on apedagogical roleand this has been borne out in the data gathered in the
Republc of Ireland during 2018 and 2019. For those consumers or corsumer
citizens that are interestettiere is a world of knowledge to delve into. As a
culture wehave been blinkered by the rhetoric of conventional food systems
and consumer choice narrativesséems our knowledge of how organic or
bio-dynamic food is produced and distributed is extremely limited. The
mobilisation of the dynamics of change ofteartst with those who have

willed themselves to become farmers, despite havingfanoming

backgrouds, in order to actualise their ecological goals. In this section | apply
the termtransformative dynamito mean the impetus that alternative farmers

give toconsumers and consumer citizens to engage with the food system and
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with the ecologies of their tale in the spirit of creating new soaacological

relations.

Firstly, | should explain what is meant by a pldmesed opportunitySpatial

Dynamics of Caraccording to Goodman and Goodman (20@9%chieved

by both material and discursive means. Retpsipecifically to alternative

food systems they claim 6the situatedness
labour, and culture gives rise to multiple ev&l and discursive constructions

of qualityd ( pb5)culturdlbontextotleamnges t he soci o
environments and the use of social artefacts as psychological tools referred to

in the literature as being compatiblih the Vygotskian approach, bitis

further complicated by its necessary connectedness with the nonhuman world

of natural proceses. Whether the interface between the natural world and the

human world is interpreted in ecological terms or seen as a battle ground for
dominance (the antbpocentric view)is one of the central issues in the

alternative versus conventional agricultdebate Certainly conventional

agriculture and its networks create opportunities and some of those

opportunities create employment for rural actors, butghtnadd, on an

industrial scale. It also produces an abundance of product at certain times of

theyear, which is useful for processing industries. The same can be said for

the more entrepreneurial versions of alternative agriculture.

What alternative farers allied to strong AFNs do differently in this respect is
that the opportunities created are awilable for scaling up or for widespread
distribution. Their physical produce, like the fresh food, is not transported
beyond the locale so the product so®t disappear into an anonymous
distribution system. One only has to move to an area whichridémve an
alternative farmer within thirty miles to see how the availability of this kind of
fresh produce is by no meanmnlsengtjustr ant eed.
as a site for production purposes, may be developed with many functions in
mind including its animation as a source of shelter and sanctuary for man,
beast and fragile plant®¢lanyi 200}, a learning space where the
pedagogical role of thalternative farmer comes into being and a site for a

quiet revolution, a transformative dynamic.
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This is the kind of revolution which cannot be judged by its capacity to ignite

the passions of the many but by its ability to deepen the knowledge of those

who are willing stop, to get off the trea
Polanyi describg as aspontaneoudisposal of common sendedlanyi2007).

Making time available in order to learn and to engage, referred to earlier as an

engaged praxisppears as a common thread on these farms accompanied by a
developmental approach to the socialteahof knowledge transfer. Building

a coalition of the willing, to borrow a ggmlitical phrase, is something that

happens slowly and haphazardly in thecgsacreated by alterative farmers.

It is important in this section to demonstrate thgportunity is not confined to

or created for the benefit of the opportunistic individual or grétip.not

limited to those who are likely to apprehend what is most available with the
least effotandomove on before any obligations to
useful to see it like this: persons who wish to initiate transfer events where the
systenic outcome aspired to is a recalibration of semiological systems are
providing the rest of us with an opportunityopefully thisis in agreement

with our commorsense notions of fairnesA placebased opportunity stands

out in the sense that one cahexperience it just anywhere, but crucially it
involves the development of dependencies betwesentiallyequal partners

in the locale. In these soeexological gstems actors are not typically fearful

of dependencies, although this may take timevtive.

The termination of what Simmg€L950 termedthe privilege of suspiciois

one of the unsaid goals of these collective action orientated affairs. Honneth

stresses thatrecognitelma s ed r el ati ons may involve 0éd
emotionally, duties @it apply in a symmetrical or an asymmetrical manner, to

al |l partner s é. & maybd significartTivo ppitDare p 1 4 0)

worth making at this juncture. In tharims that formed part of the data

gathering exercise for this thesiswas the farmer ¥o initiated the process

between producer and consumer. The beginnings are almost always

asymmetrical affairs, where the farmer creates the space, a farm or market

stdl, and bears the cost of poor returns initially. This init&b rate of returns

phaseypically lasts longer than any entrepreneur would be willing to endure,
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perhaps because in the alternative farmers case there is a higher motivation

involved.

Honneh (2007) also stresses that the recognitional stance unavoidably
intersects with moral progatives and if we are dealing with a type of mutual
recognition where the moral autonomy of the individual is strengthgtiech

we are obliged to afford that inddual equal treatment in terms of moral
accountability (Honneth 2007). | have seen thih my own eyes on many of
the farms. Farmers have to wait for the consumer, volunteer or apprentice to
catch up. One can interpret this as being patient or exlglatofuty of care
towards the othealso the farmers and experienced workers or members a
often making allowances for a certain lag. They are perhaps waiting for the
aforementioned autonomy to develop and they have to be prepared to accept
the outcome. \Watever decisions the newcomer makes is valid for them. They
have to be mindful of the ¢athat some consumers or consutiizens

might revert to conventional standpoints on many issues, or wesemay

be reabsorbed into the malaise of fads andies common to the

conventional provisioning system.

The opportunities which are selecfed analysis in this section were chosen

because they are not easily (or profitably) replicated by actors who are living

beyond the locale, hoping to sell into thearOne also has to take into

account the qualitative differences of the locally gendrakehange event or

experience when compared with an internationally tradeable product. Lukacs

(1968) talks about the 6decompositiondé of
medanisms as the commodity exchange structures of the capitalist system

permeated new spageTl his seems relevant to the points being made here.

Wardfarm creates a unigue space for learning

FarmerWardturned his farm fvm a barren hillside into a forest garden

growing system. He preserved the old walls and ditches but then superimposed
his own idea of landscape on the space. As | spent many days working on the
farm, | got to know one of the volunteeBhe had spent marnygars working

in Brussels as a teacher and was now back in Ireland. We often discussed how
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the time spent on this farm was a big eye opener for both of us. We were
intrigued as to how much could actually happen in a relatively smakkspa

how the changesade by the farmer had transformed into something
unrecognisable to us. Irish people see farms as open windswept fields of
grasslandr tillage, horticulture being exceptional. Apart from commercial

and almost universally despised denbus forestry platations the idea of the
farmer planting trees and reducing the area of his grazing land as a result
would have been unheard of in Irelamnatil recently Every day we spent on

this farm revealed new aspects of diversity. Biodiversiag wne of farmer
Waddbs most fundament al passions, but
saving. He also educated us, through our participation, about the many
approaches one can have to boosting soil biology and creating a circular
system of nutriets. The decomposian of one plant followed by the

germination of others, the manure from the donkeys and the ducks as part of
the cycle, water harvestirapdnatural pest control were elements that did not
occur to us previously, at least not as an iratgl system. The umnteer

owned twenty acres, so she was tinkering with the idea of using some of these
techniques. She did draw the line at planting trees however saying that the
neighbouring landowners would complain. Here is farWwardtaking about

tree planting

Farmer Ward So then, when we moved | was looking for another place to grow with my
partner and she is a grower as well but we had no money so we bought this piece of hilltop
and it was bog, a PH of 4.7 which is one off toxic to normal plgppar@ntly. There wa

aboutfive or six trees maybe up on ditches and it wasie lilltop mostly on rushes

brambles and gorse so the general impression was that you can grow nothing there so my
project for the last nearly thirty years was to prove evegywrongnotdelle r at el y but
learned about tree planting in exposed sites but basically because | believe in trees and |
believe that trees are the balancing plant on the planet. If we grew more trees, we would not
have climate change and we haverbesplacing trees ith meat production, which most of it

is completely unnecessary. See we have absolutely, just from the agricultural point of view

disrupted the planets climate.

The protection offered by the several thousand trees they plantecehsed a new space

Farmer Ward é . . gi ven us shelter we can see the

Atlantic its now gone over our heads. Any strength is not threatening to the farm. The highest
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gusts we have had up here were probably somethinhire r egi on ®dviddar70 km/ hr é.

something three or four years ago and we lost about three trees.

TF Yeah?

Farmer Ward | t jéssbecause they have grown close together their roots and everything

are interlocked, and we |l iterallyedren6t grow tall

pruning them down, so they are all stubby and protected from wind.

The road going through therfa leads to a disused bog. The road widens at
the end where the families would stack their turf on the side. The first day |
was on the farmt was partof a biodiversity walk organised by the farmer.

The hedgerows which flanked the old roeerea greatsource of biodiversity,

S0 we spent plenty of time stopping here and there to look at the various wild
plants. As we passed the sheds where tools wetdhare vereplenty of

hand tools visible. Hoes, spades, rakes, slashers all piled in a corner,dupende
wheelbarrowspicks and shovels, bowsaws and loppers. It was hard to fathom
the need for so nmy of the same tools, unless you had visited these kihds o
farms before. It still looked appealing, it looked like something from what we
usedtocallthethdk wor |l d. You might be thinking O6p
this before tractors and chemicals took o
interesting. It was laterunderstood that this farm in its entirety was a tool for
learning, a psychological tool as Vygotskssholars might put it. Parts of the
farm are laid out with specific teaching tasks in mind as well as production.
These include the composting area anidipg shed, the tree nursery, the
permaculture area with forest garden, the herb garden and turnel, th
propagation tunnel, the production polytunnels, the wildflower meadow and
wind shelter, the vegetable rotation, the layered blackthorn hedgerow and the
hazel coppice. More recently, oweyear since my volunteering had finished
there, | asked the farmtr explain why his efforts to establish locally based

opportunity were successful.

TF: So, you turned this barren hillside into a forest garden growistgis. Apart from fresh
food provisioning how did you create opportunities for the local communityvagdn your

opinion were these efforts so successful?

Farmer Ward: I think itdéds an example how biodiversity

this place was a more or less degraded farmland. Overgrazed bog land also it was invaded
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with rushes and brans, grazed just in the winter because there was no water supply and one

of our inspectors at one time said that this farm of nine to ten acres woulddwvgalued in

terms of productivity at about half a cattle unit per year so by planting the diveesknew

i tjuwststhe way my thinking has been since childhood maybe that if we planted trees restored

hedgerows created shelter we would transformatea. At the timd, 6mot saying i tobés the
samenow, the department of agriculture forestry service came up because | wanted to plant

trees in situations that could possibly be viable for a grant and we were told spruce only,

nothing else would grow herkargued the poinhe says no. Those few trees ys@e there

they are in the haggard along the banks they wonbod
them and proceeded to plant thousands of trees in the fields to create wind shelter so we

planted in &ips and blocks so we created what | realise momfaerial photography is that

we have more or less created a woodland with paddock®e ftave produced nearly

commercial quantities of food in that we sell some, but it has not been our primarnywebjec

So we are doing that aslamonstrationand we are showing all of the other types of wealth

generation that can happen locally.

So FarmelVardfirst explained how he regenerated the space as a viable small farm and
planned for dwellings for thredfterent households in pleasant surroundings, beit th
opportunities made available by creating a site for learning and knowledge transfer were
equally important as far as he was concerned, and the pursuit of biodiversity made all of this

possible

This year we are running workshops in basketry in woodiskitls and woodland

management because of what we have done and over the years we have employed other
people and allowed other people to use the sites so it has become a training centre of sorts
where peple can access this knowledge. So from the positioere this was derelict farm

with a derelict house there are three different households living on it one living directly from
the farm whowastrained who gained here knowledgereandhasaccesgo the farm and has
herown garden now as part of theffaand one person who lives here but is involved with us.
So in terms of habitats we now have outdoor cropping vegetables we got fruits which we
learned to grow up on banks not on our soggy ground wedwviadoor cropping

polytunnels we have got woodlantbps now, we have got coppicing hazel alder and oak. So
we have got timber for firewood and timber for crafts. You improve the soil the worm life
increases you have better banks and you have morkéife.tSo within this whole carbon

sink of a farm nownstead of being a soggy bog we are sequestering tons of carbon every year
within all of that we have got woodland skills crafts teaching opportunities learning
opportunities vegetables fruits timber,fe wood and al | of thefse things so

you wanted to quantify it as opposed to half a cattle unit.

TF. | expect ités quite a bit more?
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FarmerWard: Yeah its fifty or a hundred times more va
like, giving the land the opportunity. Instead of just being grdssut and if a tree grows up

cut it down because its firewood and all owing the
regrow, so you end up with that barren bog land then and it has become a vibof piec

land. This could be replicated and what wedoig now is looking at every town you go

through is closed shops close communities everything else because the farms have become

industrialised and with a four hundred dairy cow farm selling powderddtonChina you

probably got two workers whereas h#énes nine acres farm is a job and a productive one and

in my opinion is more productive than powdered milk for China. So we are looking at a new,

well actually not new lewayibyoulincieasehiodiversityitssi bl e . It ds
good for theplanet and good for human beings. This technique can restore rural community

and industrial farmingwah . |t wondét restore anything over nigh
time, they have to get it, heartmai everything they have to get it. And see thatiththe

possibility you know.

FarmerWardstarted teaching night classes in the nearby town and this led on
to teaching in nearby schools and setting up an education business which also
brought pupils ortt the farm. The farm itself became a tool for leagrabout
growing organically and biodiversity issues but was always a place where
persons with disabilities were welcome. Now there istieal farming
development where the state is involved in fundargners to improve their
holding, making them safer disabled people and enabling them to have

access and comfort while spending time there for therapeutic reasons.

More recently the farmer told me that the social farming phenomenon has

become somewhatstitutionalised. He was asked to attend long mgstthat

go on into the late evening and soon he tired of the idea and told the organisers

that he is not on a crusade for social f a
have al way s sahotimeeexampleof altérnativesfarmers knowing

thel i mi tations of the processes they are i
where the quality is starting to deteriorate in favour of quantitative concerns.

Here farmeWardtalks about the educationapect of what he is doing and

how that evolved ovehe last twenty years.

FarmerWardé So we were doing organic gardening night ¢
more broad picture not just how to grow a window box or how to grow vegetables but the

whole picture from trees hedges woodlands biodiversity and growing vegetables within that

and composting and stuff so | was doing all that sort of stuff. The same in the 90s and then

Niamh(a teacher in a community colleggown the road came on board she mahe
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college and she had skills. With her we had the manpower and we started ktasthgols
and we went into primary schools and we went into primary schools and some secondary
schools so that got us involved with the heritage and school schemehakiteen running
now for about seventeen or eighteen years. So we have been ae itten Going into

primary schools and we have been going into Mount Hawk School on a weekly basis for
transition year students.

The other thing we try to do is runuses on the farm. So we do run Saturday courses here

when | have got time. And thatight be in environmental things like hedgerow planting or

hedge laying and often then how to set up an organic garden or fertility or you look at things

that could be weful for people to grow organically and again because we are trying to look at

the eag maintenance no dig systems | almost find it hard now to break it down into separate

classes for fertility sowing seed yomu know to fin
would have to do that to some degree.

So then the Farm is also a site for biodsity walks we often two or three times a year. Any

way we would have just walks on the farm through the heritage council or through-the bio

diversity week run by the cocil we would have open day bibversity walks to the farm

looking at all the habita and what not and stuff and out of that we also dalhiersity plans

obviously for the schools we go into but also for community groups and anybody else who

wants tlem. Privatggar dens or factories you-dvemitmglanst doesnét |
and as part of that then we often interact with the council.

FarmerWardsays that going into the educational system as aeawher can
present problemasmany teacherare quite conservative in their views and

many of them come from a conventionalhrfarm, so they are not so

sympathetic. In fact sometimes the children themselves argue for the
conventional farming side and give him a bit of opposition there. Hovediver

this is part of the challenge and he does not see it as a negative. He gets a kick
out of the children taking him on as they defend their fathers farming methods.

He has a way of avoiding confrontation but still allowing the debate to happen.

Mr Ward often makes bialiversity plans for the schools or starts school
gardens. In startinthe gardens he tries to include as many raicro

environments as possible, for instance there may be some mature trees on site
already and the children need to be awaréefalue of those, so he

integrates existing structures into the plan. That alsofgoaescial structures.

He says that you have to blend in, to an extent, with what is there. You have to

be flexible as there is not much consistency in Irish schools iwhemes to
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enthusiasm for the ecological point of view. Although this is changieg: N

teachers can often be great, but he says that eventually the system wears them

down and they just Ocurb t he&indsof ent husi asn

varied respnsedikely to be encountered

Farmer Ward You might have a principal who is iniband drives the project despite no
interest from any of the teachers, you might have a couple of teachers driving the project, you
might have a few parents driving the jeat, might have a couple of volunteers down the road
driving the project, a combation of all of those, or maybe just one of those, and if it's the

right person they can make a project run. One person can make a school garden, or a

combination of god oglknows how many. There is no set outcome

FarmerWardis quite a persistent persand wishes he could do more but because he lacks

the qualifications and status he is limited to certain inputs. | think he has made quite an impact
nevertheless and his inpig transformative. The Education and Training Board recently

refused his resignan as he was getting tired of some of the obstacles put in his way. The
manager told him he was far too valuable and that they could not afford to lose him. Where |
live, forty miles away from his farpyou can see the various places where he eithetaglan

trees or encouraged his friends back there to make plantations. As,h@aaidn actually

see the tree line froBoogle maps, where those people planted trees bettarsevere all

living on the one mountainside overlooking the harbour. He alkoiné nced t he council 6s

biodiversity plans in that county and is a member of Kerry Transition. Here he talks about

mobilising people.

Farmer Ward: Yeah And what we'r&rying to do is say look climate change isn't an-add
Understanding our environment isn't an add on. It's the absolute central issue today It's more
important than anything else. Because without it we have nothing. And it's coming down the
track So wehave tosort it out or you're wasting your time teachiBgit you can't quite say

that.Because | do sometimes If somebody annoys me you know So yeah

TFé So the difference between what councils would
resistant to do3 or 20years ago Where do you think that came from?
FarmerWardé | think there is an awful |l ot of good peo

people constricted by their jobs, teaching or council engineer. It is an awful lot of them out
there and you can see tltlae awareness of the climate is just growing all the &intkit's
growing right across the board almaltthe time for some of us are probably pushing it a bit
A bit harder and | think that is happening in most institutions as well Some people don't w
to push it because you know they don't want to be knasvthé (rocking the boat) or the
hippy in the council
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So the local environment benefits from the presence of this alternative farmer.
County Councils and local schools have hired him to asrighe plantingf

more biodiverse shrubs trees and graslse has also educated adults and
children alike as to the value of agvmdiversity and variation and higher

levels of nutrients in the food chain, but has emphasised that this can only be
achiewed by having a fundamental rethink of ways of producirdythat

involves having a respectful attitude to natural praeess

| think he definitely gets the point across that this realignment is not just
going tobe beneficial for people and local econesbut also an enjoyable
experience. Even changing froraibg negligent towards nature to being
respectful towards it can be an interesting and a somewhat pleasurable
reawakening. | think this farmer achieves a lot as a communicator but never
loses his fandation as being rooted on his farm and in the natuoakgses

happening around him.

His farm has also been the inspiratfona nearby alternative farm. The

people who started the new farm did their work experience &véndfarm

and later asked hedvice on how to make tiidarm viable. His advice was

firstly to create biodiversity and shelter by planting trees, and he went on to
design the layout of the farm and advise on the species of trees that were most

likely to benefit the longerm develpment of the farm.

Anotherincarnation of th&Vardfarm had occurred almost thirty years ago

forty miles to the west. His previous farm, which was more like a modest sized
market garden, tapped into the local market, particularlgéveloping
restaurahbusinesses in a thrivingurist town in the South West of Ireland. |
knew from several sources that, in addition to his own small farm operation,
he was offered the opportunity to desaggrd managa new project by the

local Development Goperative. Tk Ceoperative was called ¢h
Comharchumanand was part furet by the larger development agency for

Irish language speaking areasich is known as Uduras na Gealtachta. | was
given conflicting information by localsoncerningwvhich part of the project

farmerWardwas getting invaled in at the time, so | asked for clarification.
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TF: You know when the Comhelnumam were doing something back west of Dingle with

you. Was that connected with tgkass houses back there?

Farmer Ward: No. They had twelve acsef land near the glasshouses and (it was) the
Uduras politician guy who got me started. | did a plan for these twelve acres, to set it up. He
was forward thinking foran Udurg® | i t i ci an. He set me up with thaté
developing this wholerganic market garden back in Ballyferriter to supply the Dingle

market, because it was just starting. It made absolute sense but there was nobody to drive it
after | left. | was slightly conflicted at the time because | had theehgdcden, | would be
competing with myself. Having said that it would not have taken much to say well | will just
put an orchard in my place and concentrate on that theould not have been a big deal. It
would have taken a few years to set that wp,jtowvould have taken lat of funding. But by

the smell of it, it was there it was still happening, if somebody made it happen, but there was
nobody to do it when | left.

TF: So that glasshouse business was well gone by the time you got there, thleads

over was it?

Farmer Ward: No that was still there, it was an absolute nightmare. They were growing
tomatoes for the Dublin market and | think in that twelve acres they had also been growing

other things for the Dublin market. They set themselvessugp demonstration, axo

operati ve, as good farming practice. And of cours
vegetableé.they were | osing money by the time the
assessing the | ocal ma r k e t nd get fallwbacksfaiy i ng) | et ds su

without having to go to a wholesaler and distributer and a dadada and be wrapped and so on

and get to Dublin so it didndét wor k. It did not m

This is a good example of how the alternative farmer knows both the benefits
andthe limitsof the lo@al market. Its seems obvious enough that the
politicians were trying to find an altern
horticultural project aimed at the Dublin market. According to the farter

same twelve acres had been usgdhe failing project iad then it would seem,
they looked at the only vegetable growing operation that was working and that
was theWard market garden. The timing was unfortunate as falviard was

close to leaving the area for reasons unrelated to his Wevertheless the

idea of tryingto force something into existence by building glasshouses in one
of the most westerly parts of Ireland where there is a low level of light
intensity relative to the east coast seemed unwise. The local farmer who

bought he remains of the glasshises from the Gop ended up selling the
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glass off, one pane at a time, and the concrete and aluminium framework
which remains is certainly an ugly remainder of what happens when industrial

thinking is misapplied.

FarmerKeaneand friends create a comunity space and

mobilise collective action within. it

TheWardfarm put the habitat first and worked wuairdsfrom there, he

learned this from the book he later lost. In contrast to this the history of the
Keanefarm demongsttes that some farms are ated with a social purpose as
centre stage. Farmieanegrew up on his parents organic farm and after a
successful surfing career came home to do something different. Héeares

and friends discovered that by creating a camity gardenthe impetus led

to many other developments including buying land for the creation of a
community supported farm and establishing a CSA on very difficult terrain on
the West coast of Ireland. Later stihe purchase of a second farm nearlag w
possible through exploitain of extending networks beyond the locale. Here is

some of what Farmé€eanesaid about the genesis of the whole process.

Farmer KeaneThen people were getting word of itelping create gardens for local

peoplg andpeople were asking help and stufidathen a local businessman had a half an acre
he wasnbét wusing it and he said we could have it.
something but the land was terrible and | just thought at the very least wigustylant an

orchard and that veathe original plan just to put in an orchard people could come and sit and
hang out but soon as we started clearing the place there was such an interest maybe we could
make a community space just to bring people intarden and basically a community den

and we, the big thing we started from the word go we had weekly cook ups. Every Friday

from April to Halloween we always have a cook up and that brings the community together
regularly and all the ideas start happgnkVe have little workshops for kidshowing them

how to sow seedgust ideas hub about food or not just food but sustainable building and

rainwater harvesting that we all bits and pieces of people know these things but if you bring
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them together there &sbit of a buzz and the garderused for all sorts singing workshops

yeah itds been a great | ittle buzz that.

TheKeanefarm motivates younger people to get involved in alternative
agriculture and uses its connection to the surfer community to achieve this.
The ability to tap into soci@apital through network bridging (Burt 2005)
between previously unconnected actorsheped enlarge the online support
which it enjoys. When the core members are travelling to other CSA groups
(in the UK) they sometimes give talks about surfing thea@ges in the west

of Ireland. Building on existing networks is common practice foectille

action orientated actors (Ols@865. Crowd funding has been a big part of

the financing of the second farm and this could not have happened unless the
actors vere very well recognised as an advocacy and collective action
orientated group. As wedls this the farm has an open gate policy, so if a
young person is travelling and wants to see the farm they can just arrive and
join in as a volunteér The CSA aspedf the farm has definitely helped put

the location on the map, it is perhaps the masl-lkinown alternative farm in
Ireland. They have certainly injected a transformative dynamic into the local
community and beyond the area they have managed to bugdialer

narrative which among other things allows for flows of resources from urban

dwellers to this alternative rural space.

Opportunities emanating from tlgrottFarm and the

nearby REDSs project

TheScottfarm is part of a larger project and so it &dhto separate the
achievements of the farm from that of the eco village. That isdams part

of the educational project emanating from the eco village. The small town to
which the village is attached has had its fortunes revived as a result of the
siting of this sustainable living project on its doorstep and other conventional
busineses have benefited as a result. Local shops now stock the vegetables

9 Recently internships have formalized some of this type of experience
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and bread which is produced by the sustainable communiidemocratic
system runs the farm anchploys two fulltime farmers. The farm is run as a
separate entity and sells the food to the village. The food is sent up to the
members every Monday and Thursday and they wash and divide it. Farmer
Scottsays if the farmer washes the food then he is sutganore reguations.

He says the farm is about to convert to organic even though he was reluctant
to do so. Generalljhe is against export organic, according to his thinking it
should all be consumed locally.

They were asked to send some of the prbftom their fam to Nenagha

large enough town nearby, but he and others opposed that move. They said
Nenagh has to have its own community farm. Just like the baker in that village
who delivers not more than twice a week and bakes only 300 loaves of
soudough. He couldake more but prefers to bake enough, a kind of
sufficientism. According to farme3cotteach village should have its own
community of food producers like farmers and bakers. He believes that each
area has its own bicharacter. For instap¢there is a loof lime in the soil in

that part of the midlands and there is a history of an iodine deficiency which at
one time caused illness in the population but now people do not eat from the
area so that is not a problem. He said it would habe taken into amunt if

they went back to eating in the area, from the ground there. On the farm | have
spent time as a volunteer and there is a good respectful relationship between
the farmers and the volunteers. They are not just producing the foibe for
locality they are very conscious of the fact that they are role models and

teachers.

| was there early one morning and had the opportunity to talk to one of the
volunteers before the others came along and that was very informative as to
the benefitsise had receiveffom being immersed in this lifestyle for 12
months. She had spent a year on the farm and said the standout thing for her
was how much food you can get from a small space throughout the year.
Normally there are four volunteers working fikeurs a day, fig days a week

and then there are the two paid farmers. She said the work is not that hard if
you have people who know what they are doing leading the project. She said

this is how she wanted to live now, a kind of homestead philosép@ya c
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you have youhouse there is not a need for great amounts of income if you

can grow your own foodd. She said she doe
wanted to be able to provide for herself in many different ways like growing

food and making clothes arhatever one rexled. Even though your skill level

would not be that high it would be enough to provide for yourself and

dependants without the need for endless money grabbing. She saw

monocultural farming as incomprehensible. She couldindersand6 w h y

they continuedi ng it 0.

| later learned that another one of the volunteers from that time, a young
Turkish man, decided to join the community and live there permanently. All in
all, | though the volunteers held the farmers in very high esteem andezhjoy
the experiene. It appeared that being on the farm was changing the way the
young people looked at things. They were visualising how they could live.
How they could live making sufficiency a central theme of their lives rather
than the more usual accutation of credehals and experience relevant to the

demands of the commercial world.

In addition the farm has invested in equipment to engage in a social farming
project and is host to many courses including seed saver courses run by
FarmerScott By gving considerabn to the combination of all these actipns
it appears that this farm and its support network mirror many of the same
achievements of the&/ardandKeanefarms but may approach them

differently.

Another educational project whi@xhibits atransformativentent is the RED

garden Project which is sited near 8mottfarm. RED stands for research

education and development in relation to people growing their own food,
l'iterally O0people feeding themselvesdé. Th
where he workeds an architecbut had alsobeen involved with

sustainability projects before settling in Ireland. | have met him a few times

andl haveseen his tunnels and outdoor growing spaces which have an

impressive variety of cropssing manygrowing systems. These systems are

varied specifically to test methods for local and national conditions. Although

the videos are available wonldide, the pupose is to use a stationary local
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project to increase our knowledge about growing in a specifaf setl and
climatic conditions as well as providing food for the fartaéamily andhis
neighbours. The provision of a space where education happeogunction
with food provisioning ismbuedwith political intert andtriesto motivate
others to sétorganise and utilise existing resourdds.made the point that
many lIrish people have access to land and not just their gdhilewas
reiterated by tb farmersat the Tallamh Beo meeting018. Sooverall the
intentionof the RED garden projet transformative but not so much
confined to that location but nationally. Here he introduces his You Tube

channel:

Farmer Frank A number of years ago | stadt¢o understand the relationships between the
many problems of the world and our seriously flawestifeupply system. | realized that
changing our food system was essential in order to mitigate against climate changapand ad
to climate change, to dealtlvienergy depletion and resource scarcity, to adequately manage
waste pollution and land degradatiamd addressing poverty and corporate control. And
fundamentally the resilience of our lives and our communities. More specifically | came to
believe that rany of these problems could be partially or substantially addressed by more
people growing more ofieir own food. That is why | am here that is what | do now and that

is why | stared a YouTube channel

FarmerCullencreates a farme&market mobilising

support via social media

FarmerCullenwasinspired to grow her own food by virtue of her proximity

toan organic farm in her youth. Her friend
she became interested. Luckiyhen she was ready to @iyt a try her uncle

was able to give her the use of two acres of land but the problem was that the

nearby town did ndtave a farmers market and to her way of thinking, that

kind of venue was the ideal way to establish a small vegetable growing

businessln the end she had to go out and create the farmers market herself.

Thisis agood example of how people use their mgigy to establish some of

the spaces needed for local food provisioning. It appears there is the demand

for this kind ofvenue but it sometimes needs a determined person to bring it

into being.
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Farmer Cullen There is maybe 3 or 4 stalls nowt notsllfood stalls. Like it was difficult in

the beginning to find a |ocation for one there wa
was a mar ket square here in Ballyé but the market
because it was developed a fegays ago and all that was left to represent the market aspect

of the town was three miserable trading bays and they are not evesiddl bach other

Farmer Cullen So, you know and then | approached the council early last year and you know
really it wasimpossible in the early days It took weeks to even get a reply from them. | had a
meeting with them or whatever they just were not fuékpm with regard you knowproviding

a location
TF Yeah

Farmer Cullen Then eventually thecame up with a location bthen they got back to me

and said well it is going to take two years to changédyledaws so that that can happen.

Yeah you know. So this is what you are coming up against you know you are trying to and
not alone do they tidup the area and completdl the market square and then there was no
support for a person that was taking the initiative to start this off like. So at that point | just
sai dé. I st ar Faeeboola Nawiwg hac gisp apprdéachedmother bidoaners
who really could hag big areas of land and they could have given us a little corner of. But

again no interest.

And then | just put a big appeal out on Facebook and this current location a restaurant came
forward because they have a courtyard soat 6 s wh e r kast ulg and soatthe ed o f f
moment there are two steady food stalls and then there is maybe a willow stall and a kind of a

baked goods slash crafts stall

FarmerCullenSo atwvery sl ow process to get food traders
you know,the supermarkets, people have gone directly to the supermarkets with the local

product. Not everybody but a lot of people do.

Also people are not enamoured by the ideaeofiag out in the cold and it is a commitment to
make because you have to turn uprgwveek and you have to put a bit of work into it to build

you customers. |Its slow but | &d&m pretty stubborn a

Conclusion

The examples referred to alegprovideuseful insights into specific actions
undertaken by the farmers and tremployees and volunteerghich can only
succeed if the actors first adopt a recognitional stance towards the natural

world but also towards the community it is involvehw This goes someway
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to confirming that alternative farmers in Ireland do emp&mognitive

approaches to engagement and exchange.

There is also the implication that an actor who does not genuinely assume this

posture of engagipraxis would more than likely fail or have limited success

in terms of establishing enduring plaeased oportunities. | think the

6gl asshousesdé6 story referred to above is
many other reasons why an alternativenfanight fail. For example, farmer

Burke (f) has indicated a succession of bad summers put some of hesfriend

out of business.

Nevertheless the farms that do practice an engaged praxis, as exemplified in
this thesis appear to haveiaward orientation apoint made by van der

Ploeg (2018) when referring to his new peasantry. The internal system of
validation g@pears to extend to the communities they are engaged in a sort of
network closurgBurt 2005). These actors need to first of all offemselves

to new relationships with people who may not be easily approached or
persuaded. Perhaps at a later stage they to get realistic about what is
achievable and unsurprisingly this is more evident with the older alternative

farmers.

The Burke farm keeps thgdrices low and supply most of the year, farmer
Wardseeks to influence food system thinking through broedgthe frame to
include biediversity which is more acceptable to conservative listeners.
FarmerReidused to do box schemes for local resideotsiow almost
exclusively supplies restauranEarmerMalonedid not set out to concentrate
on restaurantand hotels but the pressure to survive financially seemed to
skew things in that direction. It appears that networks operating locally on
such a snihlevel need to close ranks in order to survive. As attitudes change
there is the potential for more nodeghe network to appear (scaligut) but
as van der Ploe2018 has suggestethese developments are
contemporaneous with capitalist, commdreatrepreneurial and eco
entrepreneurial developmerfidarsden anédmith2004) All of the later are
bettercapitalised and more credit worthy in the eyes of lending institutions.

However, tharansformative dynamic is, according to observations made in
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the course of this study, always focused inwards on a closed network and it
seens that this is the only wayat these networks can survive to act as
exemplars. Many of the farmers are new entrants orgeseration farmers

and anyone who tries to follow their example will first have to get access to

land.

The expectation of solid&y and reciprocity.

This sction casts the exertiai powerderived fromtacit mutual obligations

and the creation of durable relational ties as being possible only among those
who adopt a recognitional stance towards each other. It is assumed that the
more objectivised, calculag mode of decision making, acts on a shorter
attention span and dissolves rather than constructs relational ties. In terms of
consumptiona tendency towards impulsivity is openly encouraged in
conventional food provisionindggading to excessive dispkapf product

(50,000 items in a small supermarkethwartz 201pand ecological

problems due to huge amounts of wgs#®O 2014. Socicetechnical

transitions literature reveals that consumers exert selection pressures on
producers through their decisionaking Geels and Schot 200®)ut it does

not specifically deal with low tech solutions or small worlds like farmers
markets. Thenichein the sociotechnical transitions literature is disruptive in a
conventional context. Iatrong AFNs a microcosm exsstvhere people
experience solidarity and mutual respect free from the impulsive and self

serving caricature of human exchange.

It can be assumed that thkernative consumegxertsinfluencethrough
transfer events (LeClair 1969 p 202) thatyform partof an agreedtrategy
(with producers) to help filter out moral arbitrariness and impulsivity. Moral
arbitrariness could manifest itself as a carelessness on the producer side
relating to maitaining strict ecological standards and a failure to
communicag such lapses to the customer. On the consumerirsigiglsivity
could mean negligent behaviglike failure to show up at the farméraarket
or not collecting your CSA share at the dropnpevithout good reason.
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Conventional production and consumptpmatternshaveon many occasions
created conditions for the developmenteftain sharp practices and
concealment of falling standards by produc&ailemia2016. These events,
if and wherthey are eventually exposed, can generate an ever greater demand
for regulation and standardisatiofithvassociated casto the EU taxpayeiOn
the alternative sidet can be assumed that reciprodaiigmands, and the power
derived fromthe implied obligdon generated withirelational ties, exert
Aicommu ni criatibns dndothr censumers and producers
simultaneously. Scholars of political consumerism such ze@006)
grapple with this conundrum as does the sociotechnical tranditenagure
previously mentioned (Gee2910, 201). Hdlzer refers to choicdelivery
within the provisioning systems

I f the consumer wields any power at al/l it must
range of¥ebobpiti onhbkosendoepntti oonns tahree rdaenpgee of choi ce
producers, whaweremaidns npfuetmce pPf the consumer ?

il lusion? Or does it exist, if only in a |limite

It is assumed, in the case of AENsat the consumers expectations and the

producer 6s expect akediouwaselatonakties, butthiso me way |
is not formulaic or rationalised. The relations are normally conducted on an ad

hoc basis, even if they take place over extended periodseafTine exertion

of power derived from implicit obligations between AFN ast@nd the

duration and solidity of ties are deemed to be an important signature of these

operations. In tis section it is not assumed theatery relation i€onducted on

a face tdace basis, but normally this kind of contact is very significant at

some fage of the process. The demands for reciprocity, when properly

articulated, is seen here as a significant factor which keeps impulsivity and

careless allegiance switching at bay.

The GallagherFarm turned their farm into a CSA because of sporadic buying
patterns at the farmers mark&hey considered a farm shop flubught that

inconsistent patterns would be disruptive to daily tasks about the farm. | did
volunteer on this farm on one of the harvest days. It was the day before the

CSA shares were droppetif at various destinations (7 in Galway city and the

161



Chapter 4 Recognitional Stance

rest aranore local). And even though there were only 18 shares, that was
fairly intense work for the farmer, his mother (who lives on the farm and
helped for a few hours) and three volunteers. Thenasgaon of the work was
done on a very friendly and democcdbiasis. | think the switch to CSA was
more or less a move to bring certainty amg¢ouraggeople to make a
commitment to the farm and this supports the notion that AFN actors have
developed mehanisms which overcome a tendency towards impulsivity
because the drop points in this case are not manned by someone from the
farm, customers and farmer do rnwve weekly face to face contact. Although

the selling of the CSA concept may have beéarca to face affair.

We were toying with the idea opening a farm shop when we first moved back from Europe.

We thought it would be too disruptive having people calling all the time as in having to stop

what you were doing (i fsoweabadnondraseuctoarovehenwe ver y day)
started, leastfall space for a farm shop. We tried the market, but it was very variable, you

could harvest 300 euros worth of veg and end up bringing it all h&gan, no storage

infrastructure. So a weekly harvesbrked well in terms of planning quantities, harirggt

regularly and minimising waste. Webre stild]l wor ki
has gone from 20 up to 35, down to 18 shares from year to year. We may have to adjust from

yeartoyearo we may decide t o i ncrokiagsteut.ithmk number séweobr
certainly ités easier to do a smaller number of |

of small ones, but maybe then people expect more. Like an exceedingly high standard

FarmerGallagheralso supplies a local restaurantigbhis a good part of their
overall business. He says the chef there will change the menu to suit what is
available on the farpwhich is great. They also send an intern out to the farm
one day a week wth is an additionalhelp and alsteneficial towards
developing the awareness of future chefs. Another connentiolvesthe

farm takng all the green waste of the restaurant andreyitito their compost

mix at the farm.

TheFerrisfarm, whichis a hodynamic farmsells their cattle to a restaurant

in Dublin as biedynamic beef (certified by Demeter UK) and this is going
really well. They can afford to have less animals and still make a good living
out of it now that the restaurant is involved. legkim how he ade that

contact and he said it was a friend of a friend who connected him to the chef.
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The chef, he quickly gathered, was very interested in sustainability. The chef
has many menus which he changes to suit the various parts of the aremal. H
says the chaises every part of the animal from head to toe which is great
because he can get quite a good price. The relationship is very easy going and
the customers like the prodwntdalso the fact that it is biodynamically

produced. He hopes thihie biodynami® br an d 6 dewlopgtmrgerg t o
recognition as time goes on and that he could get a bit more money for his
efforts.

Both theGallagherfarm and thd-errisfarm have seemingly developed a
synergistic relationship with chefs and restati@avners, buin both cases,
they only deal with a single restaurant and there are no third parties or

middlemen.

Farmer Ferris It took a while to get that system in place and for it to work so that we could
sell it direct to the restaurant selling itetit to them ishe way forward when you are doing

something biodynamically you need to have that connection with the customer
TF Did you make that connection yourself?

Farmer Ferris | did yeah well actually | had a friend who knew the guy who owned the
restaurant anthat got me in the door and sure then we spent 18 months chatting to each other

and then we got an agreement
TF And are they buying the whole carcass?

Farmer Ferris They are buying the whole carcass yeah. So the chefethand the chef

have figured ibut, he is very amiable anyway. He seems to have a great way about him, and
he is very focussed on sustainability and he wants to use from the tail to the nose, he wants to
use the whol e a nestanm@nt and hethds syariausyslaadnzeans & esing

the whole animal. That is great to be honest it is the only way it will work in a small system

like this you know you cannot be a butcher and gcai roé selling a steak here and a bag of
mince there, lad what have you, becausésitoo time consuming so if you have someone that

you can sell the whole animal to.

These contacts can be seen as face to face contacts which are repeated
regularly so there is the potential to have very durable and strotignslaf
exchange with goodvedence of reciprocity above and beyond normal
commercial relations. | therefore see these relations to be supportive of the
notion that face to face contacts are importanbtolding durable tiegn

strong AFNs. Thesexehargesare also an example of illing complexity
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within recognisable cultural codes as discussed ititdrature. Here Brunori

and Rossi suggest that rural actors can create hegemonic cultural codes:

The more complex the network, the more synergies cawctheated. In order to creatiee
context in which synergies can be activated, rural actors should be able to create hegemonic

cultural codes (Brunori and Rossi 2000 p 421)

However they can also create affiliations with established cultural codes such
asthe Japanese restaurant amel distinctive methods for retrieving more

value from the primary product produced on the farm. The same can be said
for theFerrisFarmis connection to the distillery where he finds a market for
his grainsincidentally, the esearch also found that Iratis smallest

commercial brewery influenced the fifth largest malted barley producers in the
EU to change its tune in relation to supplying mibreweries and this

resulted in organising the farmers in the South East of Irétaackate a brand
known asheHook Head SeriesThese kinds of synergies can often be the
result of the exertion of influence, even where the minority partner has no
right to be influential in the commercial sense. That corporate actor is now

developing heritage Irish seeds for thsh brewing industry.

Considering thaestrictions placed on th&FN consumer

Consumers may experience commitment to alternative food networks as

restricting. Through the research process | managietbfy factors that

might be relevantt Reduced purchasing otri ons to ov
| ack of wusual abundance of specific fresh
yearf. t he f gorono tphegryf ohranwse t o accept | ess pr
weeklbyweerkl vy sharaer.r aSnigredi plp| pee agr eement ¢
apply t-opsoaddcoo a | esser extent at farm
is a |l ess formal agreement the relational
farmers mar ket sgamnadobbengaer ptnesrtntso r e p e a

of transactions apply, nonet hel ess.

This can | ead to t he)s eReeanud erde sptrroivd tdiean /

switching options due to for mal or
purchasers and the far rmer snai giluawoepes

and Nort,lCSAmehiaca&®s are paid for in
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easvtimeas in | rethadshadesBalaluyp,i paudar e
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Practical Examples of How Problems Are Resolved and

Resistances are Overcome

| 't iestsaudggt hat t hese Ir edsitsriinccteinotnisv earteo amavn
potenti al new customers and a reason for
(corporgaevaiorglanheci n super markets, or com

del i verScedstatr mTh@sadertai ptgbhems with tho
consume the food, there are often compl ai
has been a source of annoyance to those o

make the farm work and hkeep @r gwiongose¢e psio

165



Chapter 4 Recognitional Stance

The farm is overseen by a committee which
di sputGal | Hlmdnenr says that members (customerl
constantly are taken aside and it is sugg
notorwi ng otuterel tisowgshuatl 'y a | i st of peop

becoming members of the CSWHevelTbemeustbdomer
buwegetgabolwehshenf ar m at thhwet fawanelrasb inlairtkye to

guantities at t hhee n@&I A egte tnsi gphrti ovrairtyy .as t

Thkeafm&r m has a constant job of persuadin
is a real Opolitical thingdé a revolution
consumed Hedm&saranemmuni cated to me that h
th &AG6 wil |l wayddg®mns &ame He was surprised t|
there are new rules with regard to cl assi
di scovered that a farm has to have only 2
CSA in thatf atvwaxetaoyf. dhiga nffiarsmer s i n | rel a
andwameot inclined torremrfswlhyiiss ccuesrttonieircsat

treudbit m f orc esrot il fioinega t | w oer xt phe Htisteee. f at her

appeared to be disillusionedowiemient he dir
soheelies on those durable ties to keep hi
Keain® trying to motivate pea@l sotupbpceee it
of harsti asm. Obviously, there is the probl e
member s andsy htad riemedyt iefa you are | iving
relatively | ow popul at iKelmfnd@emsi ty as i s t

I nformant Cl arke, whghpoame hafsetshdefraf mod di
study al ways hadhahropusoebh celnd eree nshueardsi ntgo

heal thily. As she was the cook and buyer
the idea to everyone else in her househol
whch is around the corfmerd pbhdsxiet e being
eventually wemrm,evwartylidddys d ook year s. S0 me
above are exampl epowbereet heeexeromoinmpfi
mut ual oblbiyg aftairommesr sfo od-8 pe mambees| eader s
househakdl etes i s part ofarwhagekeaeaps t hes

ticking over.
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Ot her times solidarity purchasing arrange
are provided with the choice to get away
and they takMali®exeoHaraesf aomeher box col | e
took off.

Farmer Maloneé . esyand it has just grown over the years really | realised

very early on that 16d have to fit into t
income ( Yeah) and that is where my main income comes from and the box

scheme is slowlgevelopingl 6 m get tlibmg brecroeni ng a better
as well I am having more selection for people which is more exciting and

more people are becoming interested in it as well so people are spending more

money than they were two years ago

Ithinkthi s year n o wareimbré cnstidusaof tryipgetabpyl loeal

produce, people seem to be really aware of it now in the last 12 to 18 months (

Yeah) and basically | have done no advertising for the box schérsetaily

pur eé it 6 smopthisdsomabody thight Hesyout me from their

friend and then they start talking to me as well so.

TFé alright so the proximity of relations
They are doing it for you, they are getting that going.

Farmer Malone é é Y e ahwyare totally doing it for me

Conclusion

It can be seen that relational ties can emerge between consratiersthan
between the producer and the consumer. Neverthalesémosphere of nen
directive learning, and a level of autonomy exists. énse @ident that

mutually agreed responsibility sharingligates people to veer away from
impulsive consumption patterns and if the relational ties can develop over
time, it gives the buyer in a household time to win over the other parties who
may be lesiclined to change their habits. The duration of the ties helps
producers and other business owners or key decision makers (like chefs) to
overcome teething problems. Over timéetter fit between primary

producers and other actors who are interestedshinable objectives occurs.
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It seems that institutionalised forms of alterity are too eager to quicken the
pace of adaptation to sustainable options andcdngecomesomething
resemblinga marketing exercise. Market orientated surveys undertaken by
Bord Bia for instance are quick to point out that only a limited number of
better off customers are likely to buy orgarBo(d Bia 2014. This kind of
classical economics approach to transitioning to sustainable forms of
agriculture and food provisionirignores the slower movingansformative

procesdescribed above.

Subinstitutional and norhierarchical social

structures

Many of the farms in this study are part of an immediate network which
connects them to the eaters, o#fim¥come subsumed, or in theese of farms
converted to organic and biologicrmers have always been subsumed in
many overlapping networks. In this section the sub institutional and non

hierarchical social structures are briefly considered.

The CSA Strcture

In CSA farmsthe coe group will set up a farm and either find a farmer to run

the operation or become farmers themselves. One CSA near Dublin recruited
bothman and farm in order to fulfil their needs and that seems to have worked
for them Usualy there is some kind of comttee that take decisions on
everyoneo6s behalf. The day to day running
farmer to organise or manage while the core group may share other work
among themselvesuch as recruitment of new meemnb and the integration of
volunteers into tawork programme. Whereas in the US and Europe the
members (eaters) pay for their share up front at the start of the Seaben

UK and Ireland this is usually done on a weekly basis where a box is valued at
say 20Euros and thiprovides thevegetables for the week. Members in

Ireland are expected to stay for the duration of the season and some CSAs
actively encourage their members to work off some of the cost of their share.
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Some kind of involvement or helgg out on the farm by the méars is the

norm. In CSAs customers are expected to put up with bad harvests and get the
benefit of good harvests so that mearsnbershare the risk of things going
awry. | think most people know that there is a limit to tafece in this respect,

so thecore members are always trying to make things work so as to avoid
hardship or lack of product for the members. The CSA | had most contact with
struggles to get to the magic number of one hundred shares (100 boxes a
week) whichis commonly perceived as thevel where it might be really

viable. The democratic nature of the CSA system is one of the things that
make it attractive. There are about six CSAs in the Republic of Ireland. One in
Kinsale County Cork has been out acti@wrfor many yearseven thoug |

was told they were looking for a farmer years ago. However, it appears it
never got up and running again. Some CSAs areltkgythe one near Cork

city, that is based on the collective ownership of a-@@® orchard whe

apples are harvested anggsed to produce juice. The C8%delis a good
example othenon-hierarchical social structures associated with AFNs.

Interest Group Formation

Interest groups which are ntnerarchical are often formed because an
umbrell is needed to oversee cantdevelopments or help people to feel they
are part of something larger than themselves, larger than the boundaries of
their farm. For examp|ehere are interest groups for the CSA farms and for
Permaculture in Ireland. Moreleveloped interest groups whisupply

services such as thumhrty certification for producers will not be considered

as non hierarchical in this study and | will discuss later whig th the case.

Tallamh Beois a recently established organizationethhopes to bring
together tish farmers, growers and land workers to regenerate the local
markets for naturally grown, fresher food. While the organisation shares
characteristics with its Northern European counterpamghasising a
movement towards increased set§anisation andutonomy within food

systems, at its philosophical core it identifies strongly with transnational
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net works of -BDagedrfaondreboemeigntyo. This
international allies llows for an externalisation of grievances to international

forums, which has proven to be an effective strategy for the global campaign

for agrarian reform (Borras Jr 2008).

Some of the founding members have worked around the world for food

sovereignty oganizations and have taken part in avafpitalist events while

others were present at the embryonic stages ofegiogy in the United

States and worked for many years with [|ri
many of the founding members are froim traditional Irish farm families and

have integrated an urbgerspective and post materialistic value system into

their views on farming and food provisioning. Letigie members and leaders

of comparable organizations abroad such the Land Workeenédliin the

UK and Via Campesina Europe in Italy have been wewiwith Tallamh Beo

at embryonic stages.

The impression one gets talking to the founding members is that solidary and
expressive incentives on the producer side of the food sovereignty movement
are dominant. There is a deliberate political messageibtailthe ethos of the
organization, and tkj according to one member, is in defiance of a

supposedly apolitical consumer culture. In keeping with an antipathy to neo
liberal and market led polices the members recognise that the food
provisioning system iireland relies on political choices whi@imnel

financial resources and human, social and political capital towards productivist

goals which have decimated local markets for fresh produce.

The group is quietly optimistic that it can build on positiveugr efficacy,

through a kind of group levelctualization process, although they are acutely
aware of a potential hostility from a hypégilant, defensive and well

resourced mainstream. One of the practical reasons for getting the
organization going isotbring people together, as this can berely

occupation and even more so if you are going against the grain as it were. So
mutual support and an atmospherearharaderieand friendship are rated as

important factors in the recruitment and retainmémhembers. It is important
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that memberskvo 60t her e are people beyond the hor

grievances and support their causeso6(Tarr

Also significant is the psychological and emotional vizging of all

concerned, something that idef overlooked in dealing with marginalised

communities or with those who find themselves on the fringes of the

mainstream economy by adopting particular moral limits to behaviour.

Collective action is often governed by choosing when to mobilize and

confont mai nstr eam nor mtbat seemd tobehaddsesseds fia que
inaratheropee nded and tentative manner o (Borr a
organization sees the necessity for being open to many levels of engagement

and this means going beyond a-ative stance where an intensification of

efforts is necessary to counter prevalent negativity in the daily discourse and

to confront the hegemonic productivist and consumerist culture.

The founders do not see the organization as a marketing tool to coral
consumers around their cause. Although camexicitizens are encouraged to
become a part of the organizatioiecisions will be taken that prioritise the
interests of the farmers and land workers (as expressed by one of the founding
members at thEeeding @Qirselves Conference 2019 he marketing geect of
alternative farmingsuch as the organic label or the CSA thesed system

are distinct elements which evolved through previous efforts to engage with
local markets and achieve direct contact with safBne founders made it

very clear that its not their intention to construct a broader alternative brand
to enhanceheir imageThat said, viewinghe layered set of images going

from sovereignty related narrativésdugh the CSA relationship building@
community rhetoric and on to the secyf the organic labebith its rich

history, could prove to be a resource and one that may be, at some time in the
future, used to lure customers and members (see Burt on Social Topology
1980. Particularly wherea farmer belongs to or has beerareator of all

three organisations. However, they profess to educate and politicise not to sell.

As some farmers might be reluctant to disengage from practices common to
industrial farming théounderssee the need tangage with fellow farmers in
orderto choose a path suitable to the newcomers needs while progressing
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towards increased autonomy and-selfance in terms of farm inputs (green
manures), regeneration of local markets and value captaitanih Beo will

offer this kind of forum, where farmers consult and educate each other as to
the best strategy to rebuild local markets and minimize the use of expensive
agri-business inputs. In addition, the founder members envisage a situation
where allances with othelike-minded groups will not only give members a
feeling of being part of a global movement but will offer the organization a
degree of protection and facilitate access to EU Institutions and policy makers

through alternative channels.

Signficantly the orgaization sets broader goals in terms of playing a role in
creating viable sociadcological systems for the future. This inclusion of

longer time frames as well as pursuing practical and more immediate
objectives sets the organisation @p@allamh Beogas well as their

international counterpartdescribe alternative scenarios where future
generations inherit an improved rather than a degraded ecological balance
relating to food systems and where vibrant rural communities once again
function as food andilfre providers without being subjected to pressures
exerted from big business strategists and governance structures that favour
both exporied growth in agriculture and operations with ever increasing scale

and an ever increasingsubsesnce t ®t®dt he mar k

Connections to International Counterparts

Urgenci is a democratiarganisation which supports CSAs internationally. In
countries as diverse as the United States, Japan, France, China or Mali people
have organised communities arounceturn to wholesme food, where

farmers and consumers come together to share the risks and bounties of
ecological farminéf. The Mission of the Urgenci Network is to further, on the
international level, local solidarilgased partnerships between farnaard
consumerslt organises seminars and research projects to promote the CSA
model in Europe. Ireland has its own CSA network, and this is affiliated with

Urgenci. CSAs have been useful to small farmers as a means to survive the

supply of cheap importefdesh food, thisisvhy #ft he Soil Associ

0 https://urgenci.net/thesaresearckgroup/
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been engaging in a project it callsltivating Communitiedo facilitate the

development of more CSAs in England and created a CSA Action Manual, a

fifty-seveAp age gui de to sett i0A®. Theprimary CSAO ( Hen
activities of Urgenci has been to facilitate exchanges of information and visits

among partnership participants in different countries, for insi@ocee

members of developing CSAs in Ireland have visited CSA farms in other

countries. Iterestingly the C3\ story begins in Japan with the TEIKEI

movement, which was very much influenced by Masanobu Fukuoka,

mentioned in théntroduction This data supports the idea that adopting a

common recognitional stance connects local food networksimtgrnational

cownterparts.

Sub Institutional Structures

In sociology the word institution has a rather elastic meaning. So to say
something is suinstitutional may be difficult to delineate unless we are
merely talking about subtate institutions. PRaps it is betteto talk of group
identities which are not yet subjected to institutionalisation. Many would
identify the organic certification bodies as Agmvernmental, but few

alternative farmers would deny that these bodies have been institugdnalis
and ceopted inb mainstream economic and political processes. Many farms
break away from the organic certification bodies in order to differentiate
themselves from corporate organic and to avoid the costs of certification. The
CSA movement is often se@s a response tioe ceoptation of organic into

the mainstream distribution system, depicting it as the new frontier of alterity.
Ostrom (202) has used the termstitutional monocroppingp describe the
imposition of static institutional models on smaller farmers irGlobal

South. Instead she proposes a kindhsfitutional diversitydeveloped by
encouraging an autonomous search for solutions. This idea, which is mirrored
by van der Peget al. (2000)stheytalk aboutautonomous restructuringnd

new institutionalrrangementsandpresupposes a certain density of actors. |
mentioned earlier that Ireland has a very low population density, and this
means that those involved in coli@e action, particularly in rural areas, are
going to be starved of participantsfactor that may sometimes lead to

collapse of the network, but it can also set the limits to the collective
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enterprise. As a result many forms of institution buildingrexteapplicable. In
this sense institutionalisation can be avoided. | have outlioedsbme of the
farmers are disinclined to become involved in networking outside of their
immediate circle. | think this not only identifies them as adopting a policy of
netvork closer but identifies them aab-institutionalfrom a structural point

of view.

Conclusion

These examples of suabstitutional and nothierarchical social structures are
evidence of the recognitional stance as it extends itself into social fonsatio
Low population amongst the target group may give the intended structure the
oppatunity to stay small and establish workable alternatives to the type of part
conventionalised businesses achieved by those who are able to avail of a larger
pool of willing participants. This does not exclude those operating in

proximity of more denselygpulated areafsom limiting their ambitions As

an alternative strategy they couildlp others to set up other smsdlale

operations, it just seems less likely that thauld be thecase Some of the

internet based scaled up operations in Ireland blegdmying out a successful
locally-based sustainable farm and proceeding by making investments to

expand that base.

Respect for the web of life and taking the time to

understand it

There are many instances identified in this research to supporttitve that
alternative farmers in Ireland are worlds apart from their conventional
counterparts. Many farmers have amicable relations with their conventional
neighbours andeek to learn from them about how the old folks farmed the

land in that area. @ worth remembering that there is a social memory of
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peasantike farming still alive in Ireland and consulting on that subject could
be one route to communication acrossdtganicconventional divide. On the
contrary, it can be a social memory strewn witiilertones of bitterness about
the hardship and discrimination felt by small farmers in the past. Poverty and
lack of access to resources like educatindadequate social welfare but also
being subdued by an authoritarian culture leaves its scars,agpegithose
that stayed at home (many emigrated). One alternative farmer | spoke to
referred to the historical context of Irish farming, blaming@aéhdic Church

for discouraging farmers from resisting the colonial and-pokinial regimes
which turred farming into what it is today. Others praised the work of Muintir
Na Tire which stood up for small farmers, but in ttedejt wasCatholic

priests leding the charge, th@atholic Churctwas the saviour. The reality is
that farming is subject to whaater major changes are affecting the rest of

society and there are many layers set down over time.

One process may still be playing itself out when anmathalready underway.
For example the organic and lgnamic movements still exist and develop,
they still compete with each other. | even met two Irish farmers this summer
who swapped over fromrganicto biodynamicand | visited a farm which
started i$ life as biodynamic and is wdooking for certification via organic
standardsThis at a time whemany people seerganicas a spent force, as
something that has been-opted by corporate interests on one hand but also
by entrepreneurial farmers wheeadoing it for the money arate compliant

to third party certification standards.

One alternativéarmer, who meets regularly with an inspector working for the
certification bodiestold me that in the inspectors opinion Ireland is about 2%
Organic bu85% of that 2% consist of farmers who want to get the premium
and he personally did not considetaitbe truly organic. Another alternative
farmer | met in the midlands complained about the derogations (permissions to
use specified amounts of forbiddereaticals or nororganic manures on a
temporary basis) being handed out by the organic certificatidie® in

Ireland, particularly in relation to seeds. He felt they were being handed out

too easily, that they were unjustified.
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While all this is going osome committed Organic and Biodynamic farmers

are still finding out new ways of doing things eveit dnly applies to the soil

and climatic conditions in their area or to one particular weed problem in one

particular field. Superimposed on that, therth&sbiological farmingpitch

which claims that conventional farmers using some aspects of organic

methodology like cover crops and companion planting can reduce chemical

i nputs and stil/l use chemical fertilizers
themer ri erd. I ncreasing the number of farm
good thing even if theglso use agrthemical inputs like the infamotound

up weedkiller.

All these layers are sedimented over time into the sodioiral soup. A
socioculturamix which underpins attitudes to farming lireland. It

determines much of how farmers interadtwvthe natural world. What level of
damage is permissible? Is one question which separates people. Van der Ploeg
(2018) once used the phrase-production with natureand this is mirrored by

the wordsmimic natureused by the biological farming peoplel&y.

How farmers see the interconnecting parts of natural presisssown to their
interpretation of what is working for them and whatas working for them.

In conventional farming if something in nature is not contributing to their
production procesdirectly, they ignore it, if it is having a negative effect, they
annihilate it. Alternative farmers have figured out that ignoring leatleto
farmer themselves becoming ignorant of natural processes and that the
annihilation kills far more than thertget weed, pest or fungi. | will try to

show the reader the difference between the various approaches to alternative
farming in Ireland todaySome are closely aligned with conventional thinking
others are more aligned with those pioneering figures odtiméhe

introduction Each respects the web of life above and below ground and each
devote a certain amount of their time to understandjrspmething which is

considered a waste of time in industrial farming.
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The Biological Farming Approach

Witnessinghe design of soil recovery programs using rasjiéecies cover
crops, companion cropping, and attempting to inject useful microbial

lifeformsinto the soil.

| have been present on farms where the soil expert said he looked at the soill
under the microscopend there was nothing there, very little bacterial or
fungal life forms. They then set to work to remedy the situation by spreading
teas, sdiinoculants and hommade folio sprays. This was followed by
changing from the monocropping method to growingtipl& species at the
same time, corn and beans for example. One crop supplies the nutrients that
the other needs and the farmer can then katiae crop and use it, without
separating it, as a higuality feed for animals. Otherwise the crop could be
hawvested and separated and sold into the human food chain. Biological
farmers, those who have just begun to convert from conventional, at®e new
the practice of observation.tnbesst t hat conventional far mer
observation as ®ol, but they usu#y follow advice from extension services,
commercial suppliers and department of agriculture inspectors, so they really

have little choice inthesematters.

Some of thaBiological methods are difficult to apply in Irelamaving tomild

and wet winters. Tése conditions are not ideal for killing off the cover crop

(the crop used to feed and protect the soil in between commercial crops) so

there is the temptati onRoundupérhegdfarmmsi nat ed us
that | was abléo access who were usibglogical farming methods were

indeed an interesting cross over between an organic and a conventional farm.

FarmerMcLoughlinin particular was really enthusiastic about the biology of
the soil and he even bought his own micrg&cso he couldonduct hs own
observationsGeneramonitoringof the health of the crop at all stages of
development was in evidence. He told stories about his experiences. How he
once decimated the worm population of one particular field when he made th
mistake of applying shay. That field was now operating with zero chemical
inputs. He seemed genuinely concerned with the loss of the worms as he is

now totally focussed on building the soil biology. He was convinced that the
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increase in soil biology heoped for in the next¥e years would greatly

improve the bienutrient quality of the plants and that would transfer to the

human food chain. He said, O0Compare to W
country the food we are pgfulthdeveoullhg now i s
be somdorm of verification for this kind of production in the future. It was, in

his opinion, going to be superior to an organic product and he demonstrated

this by referring to his eleven species cewp compare to the two species

cover crop of avell-knownorganic tillage farmer.

The farmer was getting the help of a member of the Danu Farming Project
which is trying to promote this kind of farming in Ireland by evaluating
guantitatively inputs versus benefits when specific farms extio these

methods ovea period of five years. Of course cost benefits to the farmer are
one of the main areas being focused upon, otherwise it may not have been
awarded EU funding. This point in itself is interesting. It seems the calculative
mode of hinking is already openanal even though very serious teething
problems are still being worked out as regards being able to identify how these

methods will apply to Irish farms.

The farmer had invested in various kinds of equipment to prepare teas which
are then sprayed intodtsoil or on the crop as it grows. He described how he
got used to using his sense of smell to detect if the hroade teas or

inoculants were ready or if they had gone too far. This was used in
conjunction with the microscope.Mtas interesting to seeistsuccessful
conventional farmer talking about using his senses to ascertain if the
microorganismsvithin the concoction were of the right kind. The soil health
expert had a good knowledge of soil biology and had warned that if th
mixture in the hopper®ped vat (where the teabag was) was agitated for too
long (by pumping air from below) the result could produce undesirable

bacteria or fungal life forms.

The farmer also talked about using grazing animals to eat the coven thep
field as an optionrad was pleased to tell us that he was able to receive a better
rate from the beef farmer that put the animals there. He also informed the
people on the farm that day that he was saving his own seeds in order to
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gradually create sds that were better adapitto the particular conditions on

his farm. So if it is taken into consideration that thrsnfar who only started
trying out some of these techniques a few years ago, there are signs of
progress. He was now seeing the interaatiomultiple species oflpnts, how
they affect each other, but also below the ground he was now thinking about
the microbial life formsworms and insectshe water content and aeration of
the soil in order to make conditions righ
one farner called it. In terms of weed control he was now able to observe, on
his own farm, that if you get the soil biology going, ifstmore harmonious
below ground, there is less reasons for weeds to be there as they thrive on
deficiencies or surpluses withthe soil (or extremes such as compaction or

water logging).

So in the case of farmétcLoughlin he was focused on a) saving mgne
through reducing the amount of apusiness inputs per acre b) gaining in
terms of possible premium rates for grazinglder or for food for human
consumption as people see the bio nutrient improvement on all levels c) the
alternativekinds of equipmet needed to sow seeds differently, also to create
teas and homemade sprays d) the interaction of alhnoran lifeforms abee
and below ground which is part of a more integrated viktlings.

Obviously, the latter is the most relevant in this chapteifidarmers see

these methodas not only economically viabieto the futurebut dsoa more
interesting way to farpthatcould persuade a lot of people to give it serious

consideration.

The Organic Approach

One of the tasks in organic farming is afe theadvicefrom the books and

the experts elsewhere and convert it into useful techniques taking Irish soils
and climaticconditions into account. For example one farmer, while
discussing when and how closely to plant your seeds if you are plantmg the
outside noted thathis is quite different from the south east of England. He
emphasised that moisture, litnd soil terperature are the three key things

for planting out, but one has to adjust for regional variations and even for the

soil type in a grticular farm. The same organic farmer told a story of a farmer
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in the midlands who had been into snail production for yaadsvhen he got

out of this production for one reason or another the soil was in a bad way, it
was compacted and this encouradezldrowth ofdocks(a type of weed). To

get rid of the docks he had to germinate every dock and then he had to dry out
the raots of the dock to get a potash kick and a biological kick for the soil and
get a nitrogen fix out of the leaves of the dock armd tiad to be done without
getting further compression within the soil through compaction from
machinery. Then the midlandgif@er had to plant a buck wheat cover crop

and plant it at the right time to get ahead of the docks (to smother them) so
they wouldnot come back and start the whole cycle again. He said that this is
an example how you can use a cover crop to your advantagefarmer

explains how the horticultural experience with cover crops can have its own

pitfalls:

You can use the green manurekean up a particular weed you can use the

green manure to get rid of a certain disease that you might have you can use

thegreen manure to soak up nitrogen. There are many many uses of green

manures you can use them to fix nitrogen. They have masyutthe thing

about them is they are tricky to get established horticulturally. Because the

person that puts them into a calmll, they love contact with the soil, vigorous

contact with the soil and drives ayets that contacand particularly the

persm that is doing minimum tillage and what we (horticulturalists) do, we

tend to be doing small little plots and we sow therand then we might go at

it with a how or with a rake or with a fork and we are only fassen (messing)

and what we dd tbewmewdbdobhdthbi soil so they
The second thing is we dondt sow them dee
surface and you get very poor germination and the other thing we do is right

we are not doing them deep enough lets go at them witlotidneator and we

go at it with the rotavator and we put them down too deep and we get poor

germination so they can be vergrtl to establish form a small scale
horticultural point of view when you dono
have the&know-how and for that reason people give up on them. But | can

honestly say they are a sargopart of the picture they are a serioas pf

building soil.
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Here it can be seen that organic farmers are mindful of the smaller scale of the
growing system. The farmeising the biological approach discussed

previously has a very large farm with very good land (although not as fertile as
it should be after years of monocropping). | would doubt if he would be keen
on discussing anything happening on the scale of .25, derean organic

farmer would. Organic farming (lets omit entrepreneurial and corporate
organic for now), has a tradition wéry small farms, some resembling over

sized gardens, and mainly horticultural output. The organic farmer above was
raised on a corentional farmso he is very adept at going from the

perspective and scale of agriculture to horticulture and back whvehnyis

useful if you want an overview of how the various methods and approaches
form a kind of mosaic. Again there is the idea tHan{s provide a huge

amount of what other plants need. The cover crops (also called green manures)
can add or subtract variselements to the soil depending on what the farmer
hopes to achieve. He says that in horticulture for instance green manures are a
much more shoiterm affair and there is no need to get into multispecies
manures as some of those species take too logef established. So you have

to know what you are doing and why you are doing it and that goes back to the
tillage farmer using theleven species cover crop and saying he might be

doing way better than a weéthown organic tillage farmer. If he is onlyidg

this sort of thing for three years no matter who is advising him, or how many
videos he watches or books he reads, he neexetal a lot more time

assessing the way the multiplicity of life forms interact in order to hazard a
guess at who is doingetier in terms of soil health. This coming from

someone who is still using the infamdesundup to terminate cover crops.

The orgaic farmer says that the way one terminates a cover crop, for example
if you chop it up small or big, can vary the outcongngicantly. If you chop

a cover crop too big it might rob the nitrogen from the soil as it is breaking

down.

to fundamentally chage the biology in the soil the soil could be bacterially dominated it could
be fungally dominated, the soil could be indng soil could have calcium locked up, it could

have any of these issues
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We see that the organiaifaer is far more patient andlling to engage on an
intimate level with the natural processes. He is far more discriminating in his
language as to the vati@ns in tactics and outcomes. For the biological farmer
it is a discovery that these methods might work and save him mortag, to
organic farmerthis has been and will continue to, be ongoing discovery

process and a fascinating one on so many levels.

Mixed methods from experimental grovesfucators

In County Tipperary the grower behind the RED garden project trialled many
methods of growing vegetables and found many factors intersected to create
the right conditions. Sometira¢hings went wrong, dastrously wrong from a
crop yield point of view, buteverthelesgielded some knowledge. On one of
these occasions it happertbdt the potato crop failed because of slugs, but he

noticed there was a huge increase in the number of earth worms.

| realisedwhat was probably happening heifee potato plants were storing huge amounts of

carbon in the form of starchy carbohydrateth@e underground potatoes slugs were

consuming some of the potatoes and the worms were feeding off the waste of the slugs either

directly or by consuming the bacterial and fungi that fed off of the slug waste. This is a simple

but effective food chain furaling huge amounts of food to the soil biology with the potatoes

acting as primary producers and the slugs acting as primasyweans. Of course, | would

much rather harvest a crop of slug free potatoes, but the loss of a crop is not a total loss. It

neve really is in a garden. The potatoes that wono
this increased soil biology and fiity will only benefit the next crops that | plant in this part

of the plotéé But the sl ug ®ntorhaieemore slumswhiche pot at oes
is not a good thing in a vegetable garden unless you had something that ate the slugs, like

ducks.Now that could be an interesting integrated approach that would be worth exploring at

some point in the future.

This is just anther example of the web of life being explored and thought
about by someone trying to find better ways of growing food, takisky $oil
and climatic conditions into account. The many videos on this grower
educatorsy ou Tube channel is a good source obwhedge for Irish people
who are interested in growing their own food or growing food for several

families.
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The HolisticallyManaged Grazing Approach

TheLynchfarm is dedicated to low input farming via holistic grazing and low
stress stock handling. tifie soil is allowed tbreaheand root systems go

deeper via the use of multi species gragbesn the manure from the gazing
animals is all it needs. Weeds are suppressed by trampling and through
strangulation by long, healthy grass plants but alsprbyiding better

filtration of soils by avoiding compaction and allowing natural processes to
bring the right balance of air amdbisture to the soil. The lower stress on the
animals through professional low stress handling and by being kept outside as
patt of a natural herd for most of the year reduces vet bills and leads to happier

animals.

FarmerLynchtalks a lot abou¢yeballing. This refers to getting a picture of
what is going on below and above the ground by monitoring through visual
data,processed in an ad hoc manner. He is getting the feel of what is going on
by literally looking at it. He is looking at the grass, whegecies of grass is
starting to prosper? Have the animals tra
ar mour 6 elayer againsbdrymgout or loss of nutrients trough
contact with the air? How is the grass growing through the trampled grass,
creding new fodder and at what rate is it growing? The cow manure, has it
beetles and other insects in it, and how manypaoral to previous years?

Has the cattle trampling and grass growth suppressed the weeds in this field?
What about the field on the fldglain has the same thing happened there? Is
the ground compacted near the water trough, how long have the cattle been
near that trough this morning? Next season look out for increased weed
growth there where it may be compacted, that will tell the kédev is the

grass growing where there was bale grazing last year (hay or haylage bales
rolled out on the field) is thergss better or worse off? How has the growth of

weeds been affected by the bale grazing? Did | leave the cattle in there too
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long yesteday, is it over grazed (normally moved every 18 or 24 hours)? How
has the grass recovered in the conventionally graektvwhere the contractor
cut it way too short? Every question above, everything asked by faymein

is answered by looking with hisum eyes at the ground.

He used to manage cattle conventionally for years and he always looked at the

cattle, now he loks at the ground because he knows that if he gets that right

everything else is going to look after itself. Cattle are grazers and iiye

them really good grass, long grass with many varieties going through it which

has not been revved up with chentsocar hal slurry applied, the animals will

thrive. When other farmers asked question
i n t he gmalidséectoa & field)? Or how long do you rest the grassland

before the animals are let in? His answer was alwaysaine6 | | tballt ey e

it o. | n absewatiorbbserying sature and the interaction of the

various species below and abokie ground.

FarmerLynchis opposed to leaving animals indoors during the winter or any
time for that matter. That is whe has the Galloways, a hardy breed with
longer hair and stoulow to the ground build. These qualities mean that they
are usually asxiated with hillsides where the soil is bad and the weather
harsh, but farmecynch sees it differently. He knows, froobservation that

this breed is ideally suited to minimum interference from humans and this
suits the holistic method. One farmer askatherLynchif they were hard to

handle:

I have Gall oways 6Beltieso. | hear this one a | ot
hills it seems every once and six months and they are pretty wild but if you have cattle that are

reared in other wordhat are reared on low land seeing farsremd tractors every day of the

week type of thing are like any other Hereford or Angus or anything. A lot of the time with

stock it kind of depends on how they are reared |
have your good and bad days with. Withramil s, t here is certainly that,
fools the Galloways are very like son from the point of view that th
been messed with by man. Theywelyahashé&thavbeen dil ut e

|l ong bodi esé. .

Apart from moving the fences very often to keep the herd moving onto new
grass every 24 hours and checking water trouglescattle manage

themselves. He has particular methods for everything which is designed to
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efficiently perform tasks while doing thedst amount of damage to the

grazing land. For examplke will carry a flexible hose around the farm to set

up temporary dnking stations and move them quickly to avoid animals
compacting the soil around tidrinkersd Every care is taken to minimise any
weight going on the soil anywhere on the farm. If animals are kept indoors it is
for a specific reason and shdéerm, for instancdf the yearlings are being

bullied by the older animals at the bale grazing sieemight bring them in

and feed them hapr a short time. Time indoors starts to cost the farmer
money. He says the minute you put animals indoors costs go up, you are off to
what they euphemistically cdte coeop (Agri-business retailer). The animals

are also happier outside.

FarmerLynchalso got turned off leaving the animals indoors after he lost a
Galloway calf because the animals are so tuned to their instincts, they are able
to conceal the fact that they arleout to calf. After that he decidétey could

calf outside and the animals are well able to cope with snow and ice and give

birth in all conditions.

But they basically from the point of view of <calyv
spot eva like you know muscle tissue droppidgwn and things like bags bagging up and

things |ike that they have a small bag anyway so
full of hair you donodt see it ttheshedahdiime of the vy
totally missedit. 1d dnét t hink she was any way near and em i
back and the calf had a broken leg from landing in the drain and never got colostrum and there

was a fight on, from there on, and | did all | cobld | lost that calf a lovely heifeiatf, but

yeah they are very very in tune with their instin

challenged in some respects

FarmerLynchis not unconcerned about the welfare of smaller creatures on the
farm. Sane like the dung beetles are seenamsething that helps, others are

just part of a natural environment. He was very upset with the contractor after
being asked to leave some of the grass behind him (not to cut so short) just cut
it to the bone and themeere hundreds of dead field mice left the surface.

The farmer said it had been a lovely meadow before that contractor ruined it.
He is now thinking about buying his own equipment because contractors
cannotbe trusted. Other farmers on the farm thatagrged. Down in the

low-lying part ofthe farm called the Basin there was one section where there
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was a lot of rushes (a tough grdige plant usually seen on bggground)
and he had taken to topping them (cutting). Howemeione even wetter
section tlere was too many dead frogs after iogpso he decided from that

time onwards he was going to let nature take its course there.

FarmerLynch brings a huge commitment to the farm using these holistic

methods and an enormous amount of information is gaditrough this

observational stratygg he c-bhl $i dgpye He doesndt even
they cost money and they do,Bio-Farnt el | you n
Conference 2018 The information gathered is interpreted though a holistic

view of theweb of life. The idea being that if yallow that to flourishthe

natural processes that kick in will reward the farmer by providing low input,

inexpensive options of rearing cattle.

The Biodynamic Approach

TheFerrisfarm sees the farm as organismtgelf and one that is affected by
planetary motion and the waxing and waning of the moon. Fafereis

converted tdio-dynamic five years earlier and said it was quite a learning
curve. He showed us his spring oats and detailed the preparation that took
place before that crop was sown. Teheras a cover crop which included rye
vetchand mangles (turnip) and later there wampost applied which on this
farm is always applied to a growing crop which is safer from a biological point
of view. Later he applied the bbynamic preps which in thisase was a horn
silica (cow horn silica and cow horn manure bought froradyisamicexperts

in Germany).

He says that in bidynamic farming the winter is a very important time for
preparation for the coming growing season, that if you get the spraysréin
concoctions made up by the farmer and sprayed using light weight equipment)
on, you are charging up your soils almost like a battery. In the winter there is
not a lot of growth happening above ground, but you can get a lot happening
below ground. Wan he was sowing the main crop in April, he applied a

targeted soil drench with thégmting of the seed. This gives the seeds a boost

186



Chapter 4 Recognitional Stance

which is not distributed to competing wild seeds. Included in the seed boost
was some seaweed extract and a tiny bibbaé and copper but also the

liquid had been inoculated to enhance bacterial angbfuife around the seed
(water mixed with bits of soil around the farm where things are growing really

well, for example under hedgerows, nettles and weeds).

The groundvasploughedandin springtime harrowed. Farmeéerris

explained that that particuléield needs to be given some air mechanically,

even though he is very careful about how deep he goes with the plough and he
does it slowly. It is obvious that he doesth# work himself as the contractors
could not be trusted in this sort of set up.ids found the condition of the

soil to be coming on year on year since he has moved -yb@mic.

Farmer Ferris| 6 m just turning that hésoVvbologyonddéres over | &6m
that now when |1 édm sittingmehrtetheabhrhbhotuos, | 6dmndboi
or four and | will ease it over as opposed to forcing it over and then the same with the fine

harrow just sort of take it easy with thelssm that all these sort of things are improving the

picture
Other Farmer: The soildrench is that based on soil analysis?

Farmer Ferris| t 6s based on soil analysis Lavettdso i t 6s based
| worked it up with him.

Other Farmer So is it a prepared product you are buying or are you making it up?
Farmer Ferrislam maki ng it wup myself from various bits |¢
NOTS Personnel But low cost.

FarmerFerrisVery | ow cost because itoés soedtargeted, I N
cobalt there | was only using three grams of cobalt per hettdregrg small anounts its

only hitting the seed where you need it. So then around June we gave the crop a bit of a feed

and this was based on soil analysis it got some Epson saltsdoesiam some cellular for

boron it got some more kelp and it got seaweed extraot & it of zinc and a bit of

manganese, more copper and cobalt and some penergenics which is a particular product with

hel ps the plant t o Redbioleggisthersoiltndi patintsesmebio t 6s t o hel p

dynamic preps as well.

Other Farmer: Was that all in the one spray?

187



Chapter 4 Recognitional Stance

Farmer Ferris All in the one spray mixed up yeah. It was targeted at the soil to feed the crop

and the biology to get it going. It was a foliar
Other farmer: Do you do foliar analysis?

Farmer Ferris No | d oiar@nalysts.dt wasdased on a soil analysis done about two

years ago.

The above dialogue shows that the farmer is very careful-todtoate the

boostshe is supplying to the sdiiology and the developing crops and that
everything is targeted. The targeting helps reduce costs. Also significant is that
the soil test is used but it does not have to be done very often. The bringing
together of microbialife forms contained in th@oculant and the compost,

the other preps and micratrients plus the benefits obtained from the
multispecies cover crops something that reflects the view that the farm
operates well only if many highly specific componemtstaned. This level of
refinement would only work for a particular farm if the farmer and any

suitably skilled persons (in biodynamics) gain an intimate knowledge of how

every living creature is interacting with all the other components.

Conclusion

It has been demonstrated in teextion how different types of alternative
farmers in Ireland have recognised the complexity of the web of life on the
farm. Each have their methods to understand it better and each have specific
time frames. Soil health appedp be one factor which ggven priority across

the spectrum although there are quadilie differences as regards knowledge
and how this knowledge is absorbed over time. Organic andyimiamic

farmers appear to think things through using a longer fiiamee while the

farmer educrs using mixed methods and biological farmers think in terms
of one season or one crop although they do occasionally make references to
their own future plans and to loitgrm threats to the food provisioning

system. The latteare motivated partly by ggencies emanating from a
precarious political and economic order while the former is aligned with
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ecological practices which have evolved over the last hundred years or so,

although still improving and adapting to place bouadtimgencies.

Evaluatingrecognition theory as a resource for a

sociology of alternative agriculture

The interpretatiomf the data from a recognition theory perspective as detailed
above shows that there is considerable potential in this strategy. Many
interesting areas for fther scholarly work have been identified. The
subsectiorAcknowledgement of the soaoltural ard historical context of the
knowledgéhas identifieddiscursiveacions which could be construed as
misrecognition and alsdentified incidentsvhere farmersnd institutional
actors exercised their right to defend the organic movement as a significant
contributor to alternative methods aad a contributoto present day
agroecology. This area together with the furtherance of knowledge relating to
the more kawledgeable othdooth as an actor in a unique social context and
as a motif available for explaition are good example$ how the approach

can uncover specific targdts further study The establishment of place
based opportunities stdection showsdw the approach reveals interesting
subtopics like the notion thapportunityis not confined t@r created for the
benefit of the opportunistic individual tre acquisitive sociaroupin the

case ofstronger AFNs but is seen as something availabdectmammunity

which makes mandatoryr@spect for the nehuman worldas part of the
development obpportunities| think it is important for the researcher to
identify these distinctions and opdretdoor to new possibilities ftargeted
research. The bhel of recognition theory and Vygotskian approaches
discussed in the literature review is in evidemn this chapter and used to
good effect. The other component in the theoretical mix is distributed

cognition and one of the leading authors in that fieldivin Hutchinsoften
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refers to the contribution of Vygotskian and Rusgsiarspectiveto the are
of cognitive ecologyHutchins 2019 The next chapter examines how this

might be of use ithe studyof alternative farming
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Chapter 5 Viewing the Recognitonal Stance
Through a Distributed Cognitional Lens

Introduction

As discussedh the literature reviewthe Vygotskian approach tosal

research sees all learning and knowledge transfer environments as being

subjected to a historical and sociolturalcontext. It talks about very specific

details of the learning environment andsstee task of learning as not only a

sequence of social or cognitive events leading to the acquisition of certain

competencies or understandings, but as a lifelong develoghadtair for

both theindividual and the broader community within an unfoldimsgorical

context. The thought processes associated with this situated learning is not

interpreted in the same way as typically western ideas of knowledge transfer

would assme. Vygotskian scholars would assert that bodies of knowledge

and learning stratges should not be universally applied. There are always

cultural and social differences which skew the learning process and the

ambitions of the educators. In the case atlhehas been shown that

knowledge concerning@-production with naturen thefield of food

production has been repackaged to suit different interests groups and in order

to target different publics. Even the wor
onegroup but may provoke a defensive posture from another group. The
phrasecédabi 6hoqni ngbé coined by Garry Zi mmer
if it 1s taken consideration that in many
i'ts main r i \bialdgiguedt.r alntssl asteeesmsa sr e6s ear cher s
theoretical device capable afdking closer at the thought process of the

knowledge generators as and when those thqurgleesses occur in these

distinctive learning environments. In this section the mfedistributed

cognitionis proposed as a useful theoretical device to engage with the

cognitive dimension of alternative far mer
processesvhich not only enable the accumulation of knowledge tiveg,

but allow for ongoing dscoveries close to thetogaal world to be part of a

shared event.
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It is hoped that this approach will also shed light on how the recognitive stance
establishes itself in the day to day lives of the farmers and AFN actors. | will
provide a tentative theetical synthesis betweeome aspects of recognition
theory and that of extended, shared or distributed cognition. Hopefully this

will unearth additional vantage points or explanatory capacity which will
convince the reader théte suggested methodolodipaoposalis something

distinctive.

The approach goes beyobdingembeddednedsy another namand gives
insights into similar sociecological micrecommunities as referred to in van
der Pl oermpwpeasan®i@sle8ing nature in personal terras,a host

of dispersed kowledge is one ofthemetaphors we humans use to explain the
complexity of life in the natural world, albeit a natural world very much

altered by human interventions. The interface between the natural and human
world can be viewdas the space where exagas happen, where humans

learn from making very close observations of natural proce&sesgell as the

idea of the host and exchange location as sites of distributed cogthitton
chapter looks alleferrals of cognitive taske external actors as ateatial

area of interest.

Nature as a host and creator of dispersed (multi

speciesknowledge

Those of us who are new to researching the intrigaregof alternative
agriculture are quickly submerged in a world of dispecsadmunities of

people who are in turn situated in separate production environments. These
production environments are by necessity bound by the laws of nature.

Whether they like it pnot the alternative farmer tependenbn progressing
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her knowledge od somewhat inaccessible community of #mman life

forms and things which are cocooned in their own complexity, in their own
closed seHlreferential worlds. Agriculture is always amervention, a

disruption of these closed systems. Alternative methasistion ce

production with nature as a basic principle, but in order to do this one must
understand the cocoons and the interdependencies within and among the
clusters. The farmei@e cognisant of the need to understand what way these
organisms might havbehaved previous to human involvement or what they
would do if we just withdrew our interventions altogether. | am suggesting
here that in order to understand the processes inVvthese actors respect

nature as an unsetbnscious host of dispersed kvledge.

In the previous chapter examples were given of farmers whotaseé other

CSA farms in England where the host farmer was involved in growing
biodiversity rather than growg vegetablesvery one of his crops looked
amazingly healthy. There wa® need to weed or hunt down pests because the
farmer had worked it out, natural enemies and natural competition had curbed
any excess of single species invaders. Fasdacators gxend quite an

amount of their time trying to get the point across. Oné $arener talked

about the top half inch of the soil which he disturbs very lightly with the hoe.
He used the word oOti ckI, bebaidtmatwbreesicr i be wha
wondersas it turned young weeds which were beginning to germinate into a
biological kick for the soil. He had learned by trial and error and observation
how this worked. He planted rows of calendula on the side of his vegetable
field, many plants were not ther@hbeconsumed in the human food chaunt

to counteract the action of psgir diseases noticed on previous years. Another
farmereducator liked to talk about planning, when to germinate seeds or when
to plant outalways referring to the plants as if thegd a mind of their own.

When they would bolt or go to seedt bécauseheyknowthis is the last

chance to pass on their blueprint. The-tiymamic farmer talked about

tricking the weeds in to thinking their job was done by drying the weeds and
boiling them up as part of a remedy, later sprayed onto the field. When the
weed t ook up the |liquid through their root
was done heedefb and t hey d
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One oftheways that we as humans can explain these processes to other
humans is to personify those elements of nature, as if they performed
cognitive acts. In the case of some domestic animals this may be the case but
for the majority of cases they are part of seferential systems where one
process triggers another. Rgg we can only understand this as a kind of
knowl edge, 0 nda ticasnneon phrase arave feesaalise natural
processes by referring to i,orhavieg 6 mot her
such and sucktrategy. We unconsciously use this d®aristic, in some ways
this may also be problematic. Firstly becauss itat true and can present
misleading ideas of how things actually happen and secondly it can be
dismissed by believers in competing conventional systems as airy fairy. Its
perhaps asier to ridicule something if it is represented in very much simplistic

terms.
More recently the O0biological farming app
explaining it, pitching it as oO6mimicking

approach to understanditige true complexity involved in healthy soils is
making headway in convaahal and conventionalisealternative circles. If
farmers accept that this complexity which is and always has been functioning
within the natural world is a form of knowledge, iEthwant to think of it as a
form of knowledge external to the human knogyithis would probably bring
them in line with the founders of natural, organic, anddyinamic farming in

the early years of the last century but it would also bring them in lithe w
peasant farmers all around the world who have never usebwsgnessnputs

in the first place.

Distributed Cognitiorat the Humarto Nonhuman

Interface

If it is plausible that nature acts as a hostaadtor of dispersed knowledge
is it not also plausible that humans who interact with natural worlds in both a

strucured and flexible manner are involved in some distinct form of
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distributed cognition. The farm is certainly a world on to itself and particularly
when its human desigrehave distanced the functional operations of the farm
from the agrbusiness model. Adrnative farmers in the industrial countries
had to reimagine their purpose as defined by natural limits. The very idea of
limitations was raised biansMartin Lorenzen at theFeeding Ourselves
Conference 2018As mentioned earliehe was at the heart menegotiating
organic certification across the EU. Curtailing corruption and sharp practices
were among the objectives of the exercise. So the distinctivegaricor
bio-dynamicproductsstarts with what happens on the farm and that in turn
begins wih an agreed upon template among farmers. The alternative farmer
can be creative within limits which have evolved over tthreugh consensus
This negotiation of whatr®uld or should not be included in the template is
the work of not only those at thebta but those who have worked on this as
individuals or part of a group out in the fields and in the glasshouses or
polytunnels. So firstly we can see that there iss&ributed task ofiguring out
over time and in many separate spaces what is a gociicprand what is not

a good practice. This can be described as distributed cognition but one which

has been built across time lapses.

One of the above time lapses hade the cycle of the seasons. If one farmer
tells another one of a procegtds mostlikely too late for that farmer to try it

out on his farm until the next growing season. Many competing factors might
put that farmer off the trial of this new ideathye time the new season arrives.
In any casenurturing plants for instance is a preopation that is not always
frantically looking for new ways or even for incremental improvements to
present methods. It is suggested that farmers, being heterogerwds,act
would experiment and adopt new methods at vastly different rates. For these
reasms it is proposed that the cognitive process is also part of anstowng
developmental process, but this does not exclude it from belisgrédouted
cognitive process. Hutchins study of distributed tasks inside an aircraft cockpit
or on the bridge of aavy ship demonstrates how the tasks performed by
many instruments and artificial thinking machines (like on board computers)

are brought together bhyuman interaction and the superimposition of the

11 http://mwvww.pannelldiscussions.net/2019/09/3&%erogeneitof-farmers/
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human world on the technological one. The staff on bblartdhins aircraft
are performing under pressure where a small mistake could result in
significant loss of life, also relevant is the fact that thesdmppen over
extremely short time periods and in one tiny location, like a cockpit or the
bridge of a kip (Hutchins 1995 Although the bridge of the ship also interacts
with key persons throughout the ship, particularly if thegepoblemsuch as
when Hutchins witnessed the occurrence of loss of power resulting in a
steeringssue In his cognitive ethography Hutchins is concerned with what
is happening with specific persons on a minute dwmatidhe compressed
nature of the space available andtihee allotted to fulfil the task may not
make these tasks any less or more distributed than thosefafriess who
experiment with natural methoftsr theprodudion of food and fibre The
farmers then share the results through conversations with athegrk or

some other form of communication.

As mentioned earlier Vygotskianspired researchersareawa t hat o6cul tur a
historically developed tools mediate the way an individual relates to the world

and that the competence to handle such tools isr&chui social settings

through guidance from other personsao. Fur
setthgs O6use, produce and modify these cul't
time (Daniels 2008, p76). Whether the tool is a sha/plough or an air

speedndicator in a cockpit is not necessarily relevant when what you are

focussed on is how cognition happeas a shared or distributed event.

As an example, a social interactiamongfarmersand other actoris

examined. Farmdavlaherwas talking about hield which he rents from a

nearby landowner. The field, dine were to asthe extension services in

Ireland, was considered to be marginal land fit for a forestry plantation ef fast
growing conifers. When he was offered the field it was covered in vasebs
ferns and he thought that was just what he wanted because there was at least
some life in it.If oneperson is showing a field to the other, eawy hawe

different perspectives because of different knowledegéating to farm

practices FarmerMaheré knowledge is considered fairly unique as his
experience at the interfagethis casethat is the hunan to nonhuman

interface occurring in organic horticulture spans forty years and one can see
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that his approach is particularly attuneaépturing knowledge from a variety

of sources.

What appears to interest him most though, are those practitione@e/ho

close to the soil, people who are always watching what is going on at that
interface. He tells the story of the above ground situati@plants and their
condition are important to observe but also the wgeelsts and diseases that

are trying to eblish themselves in that particular ab@reund community.

The existence of these noesirablegivesus an indication of what is gajn

on under the ground. For examylee weeds down on the bottom left hand
corner of the field ( the field slopes doahquite a gradient) were created
because he had spent some time down there with a tractor and that may have
caused compaction and herbe docks ( a common weed in Ireland). He
explained that he is not as concerned about weeds as much as he was years
ago because now he is focused on soil biologw and if that is going well, if

the field and its fertilityemainso pt i mal , 0 hcallsimihergndl as he
be very little problem with weeds. Here he is talking about the soil in this field

and how sensie it is tobecomeunbalanced biologically.

FarmerMaher é é. 1 t 6s a struggle because this field,
analysis td&Southern Scientific the pH is very low its now about 6.1 its coming up very

slowly you see this field could become lgmyas quick as you would blink from an

organic point of viewSo basically if you come along and you trash this soil in the

winter harvesng the spuds harvesting another crop and then you came along and you

ploughed this ground and then come along witfa@ow

Other Farmer (1) Do you plough this field?

Farmer Maher é | do | have a plough over there. But | have a kind of funny way to
dod oughi ngéé depending on the soil condition i
rather than do it three times withtractor rotavator so then | would use a plough and

you would find me ploughing in August and not ploughing in February. Now it could

takeme f orever to get into a seed bed, but | don
soll, the biology and the fertilitymed | dondt want to damage the str
mi nute | come in with an i mplementgeand é | see

down on my hands and knees and | have a look with my magnifying glass, and | see |
have glassed the soil welcomeeds and goodbye biology. That soil is not fit for a
mechani cal instrument or a mechanical tool to

incrementd go four six inches | go down in incremer
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Other farmer (1) Does the period between reaf?

Farmer MaherYes it does and it & shadichllgyowdorde peopl e

along here with your springtime harrow in March Agalu rummagédwith) your
springtime harrow. Theld people said if you run with your harrotine next time you
back inwith a mechanic& with a steel implement on that soil is when you see that
eighty per cent of the séil. that you see it white. It hasrhed to a white colour anfi

you can kick it with your bootand nothing happenshat soil is not fit for a harrow
Other farmer (1) Alright

Farmer Maher Until it has 80 or 90% of whiteness its very pruderis Very prudent
thinking. | am always fascinated that like if we go through fields or we go through
Gardens and there is a particular weed and there is a partieeed has a dominance

in the crop. Mw the seed of that weed has been dormant in that soil for fifistya

you

hundred yearde it docks be it charlock be it red shank or whatevear 6 s been dor mant

for forty years and heisdi énshe biblogy tleacnmakesthe o f

weed germinate. That is what happens itos

Other farmer (2) It might be the absence of the biology?
Farmer Maher It might be the absence of the biology as well

Other farmer (2) The metal might have killed th#ology and that makes the weed

come up?

Farmer Maher Yes, the weed is only doing its jolng(is now pointing to the row of
calendula flowers that were there to attract pollinajorgée have the calendula over

there. Therevas a girl here from UCD and sh&s doing a study on different farms.

The biodiversity on the farms. She had a little table and a chair, and she was down
there for half a day testing a square metre she had a thing like a picture frame, and she
had a scren for stopping them. And they gpellinators and they are pollinating all
sorts of things that are unknown to us

biodiversity is high and she attributed it to the pollinators.

Here we see several actoBn an institutional level thers the soil analytics

by Southern Scientific and tlstudentfrom UCD comparing biodiversity

levels in farms around the countty.t wibkh noting that both of these
institutional actors are looking gery small samples ahe field, they are on a
micro oreven a microscopic level. Then there are the old people who have
contributed with some O6very prudent

demonstrates cognition distributed over time. Next there is the observation of
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otherp e o pfielés@rmsd gardensy farmerMaher, whether in an informal

advisory capacity or otherwise, revealing to us that there are many

physical/visual points of contact between the nonhuman world and the human
observer. He is constantly talking aib@ther locations while at the same time
focusingpon hi s own fi el d. ltés rather 1ike
and hypothesis construction. Lastly there are the other farmers who are mainly
listening and asking questions but occasionally theytitigeir own

suggestions. The idea of the steelha plough triggering the germination of

the seeds which have been dormant for fifty years is poetic and carries a

powerful symbolism.

Vygotskian research is receptive to the idea that these symbolismgdot of

the tools, as is the appreciationodth 6 ol d peopl ed and t hei
observations, these seem to be quite deliberate tie ins to the pace of delivery of
the knowledge transfer but also a message for the acquisitive learners that this
is a proess that requires slowing the frantic pace ofgeionand learning

typical for our time. Also implicit in the farmers speech is his willingness to

go against typical patterns like the idea that the ploughing should happen in

the spring. Like Fukuoka @78) who told the young men in his orchard not to
imitate him, | think FarmeMaheris of the opinion that you cannot succeed by
directly copying another farmer or gardener but you have to make your own
way in the soil and climatic conditions that pregheinselves to you. Like he

said it might take hinforever to get down with the plough in increments, but

his first priority is to protect the structure of the soil, seeing it as a living
organism. The use of the plough and leaving the soil turn whiteag@ésst

theno till ground rules of never leavirige soil bare but farménfaher, or the
bio-dynamic farmer fronChapter 4are not afraid to use the plough if they

see a good reason for doing so but they do it themselves and very slowly.

The biecdynamicfarmer mentioned in previous chapters is also kwvort
mentioning in relation to pinpointing how remedies get concocted. He said
that he and Hugh Lovel designed the homemade spray for the large field of
spring oats. Certain problems were arising becausesbhpatakes but also
because the land has its odisadvantages in terms of soil type. He had

farmed for many years as an organic farmer and when the fertility died off
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eventually, he decided to turn to the-oignamic approach. With this field he
first gat a soil sample analysed by a laboratory. Therekperience of Hugh
Lovel and his own were combined to design amendments. The agreed
amendments were not available in Ireland, so he had to get some components
from that part of Germany which is noted faifg strongly biedynamic. As |
mentioned in thengvious chaptethis involved cow horn manure and other
elements of the horn. Interestingly from the perspective of the human to
nonhuman interface, he also took inoculants (biological samples from around
the farm, from ditches and rough ground) fromdws farm and mixed them

into the fluid to be sprayed on the crop. Here we see the actors again, the
laboratory, the farmer consulting with the biodynamic expert and the makers
of the cow horn manure in Geamy.

On the day of the farm walk some of the otfe@mers were intrigued by the

effectiveness of the remedy particularly related to the idea that both a physical

and an energetic element were deemed responsible for the dispersal of its

effects. At the bginning of the walk the farmer warned that soméhef

audience were going to find these remedies associated wittybamic

farming as being o6a I|little bit out therebd
rationale of the scientific approach would finedible. It reminded me of

homeopathy from the pdiof view of using a very small amount of physical

material as a medicine and also because it relied on an intuitive, trial and error

approach to finding the right remedy.

Homeopathypharmaceuticals and ho to trust.

Homeopathy at wellie lev& providing homeopathy treatments for farm
animals, is also something that has been making inroads in thaltesmative
farming £ene recently and | was informed of this by one of the customers of
the Burke farnwho is a partime homeopath. She attended a NOTS
sponsored talk on homeopathy for farm animals in Cork during Z}es.
recountecexamples where farmers were told by the Wety were using that
their animals were going to die and so the farmers detidieg homeopathy

out of desperation. The animals survived. Other examples related to the

12 hitps:/hawl.co.uk/
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general health of the herd once the dependency on pharmaceuticals prescribed

by vetswas reduced. She told me that now there are many farmers who want

their vet to eher have a homeopathic qualification or they want a homeopath

to be part of the vetodos practice in order
herd. Standardised medicatiand preventative medication used by \aetd

farmersis responsible for many ahges in the nature of bacterial and other

microorganisms and thias well as antibiotics used in animal feed (now

banned in the EUhas had a big part to play in the emergeof superbugs

such as antibiotic resistant bacteféa¢tin 2015 Nunan and Yong 2007.

Anecdotal evidence and discourse analysis points to a general disbelief among
landowners as regards the kind of progress reported by those who chose the
homeopattad route. The disbelief appears to be even stronger within the
bureaucratic machary of the institutions supporting mainstream agriculture.

An alternative sheep farmer from Kilkenny told me that she knew a farmer

who was trying out holistic grazing and Biseep were doing really well. The
farmer who was availing of a government schenhe time was threatened

with financial penalties because the official did not believe that his vet bills
were so low, suspecting that the farmer was buying pharmaceuealthe

internet and administering them himself. During a conversation ahthefe

one of the biological farm walks 201€bme of the farmers were discussing

unfair treatment of experimental farmers who were also in receipt of some
form of paymentfronr6 t beep ar t ment 6. These far mers wer
that people should be assesbaded on the type of operation they have rather
than standardised notions of what should be happening as best practice in the
conventional sens@heseare good examples did interface between the

human and the nonhuman worlds and the thought procésee®ped over a
period of time by some actors which appear to facilitate a distincofype
knowledge development. Knowledges that are applicable on smaller scales

and in hidnly particularised settings.

There is the assumption by institutional actors tme way of thinking
namely Oproductivismd, has the answers to
the farmer concerned needs to alter his strategy based on expert advice or

something else, perhaps a different line of work. One area where institutiona
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actors on the conventional side have concerns is the medication of animals for
health and disease control purposes sometimes referred to as biosecurity.
Obviously, they lookowards the pharmaceutical industry for solutions. When
having conversations wWitpersons associated with AFNs there is often a deep
distrust of the pharmaceutical industry whether the remedies sought are for
human or animal purposes. According to fol&dhes around healthy diets

is thought that those who eat healthy foods &endocused on health rather
thansickness. Alternative farmers will tell you, the mian@anisms within

your gut are connected to the mi@manisms in the soil (Dan Kitiege
Biological Farm Conference). It seems that farmers and their employees and
volunteers who work closer to that interface with nature found it necessary to
rethink some fundamentals. It seems they had to drop some fundamental

assumptions that we in tivedustrial world grow up with.

For the far mer s it Otkeycamwmdr caanottrystatl ol sy aa
case of building knowledge at that interface. The interface between the natural
world and the human world is a good place to learn, slowli. ddn be

achieved while being part of smaller cldg@t groups. They understariaat

the natural world has its own complexity and to understand it a person has to
be patient and thoughtful. A person needs to suspend the belief that one kind
of thinking performed thousands of miles away, then applied by compliant
actors is sufficiento solve all problems. One formula with lots of financial
muscle and technology behind it, may be the incorrect solution or may
overstate the breéh of applicability ofa sirgle correct solution. AFN actors

in general are resistant to formulaic solutiansl mistrust big business.

Being thoughtful at the interface

In urban Irelandarmers are not generally thought of as thoughtful people, and
that may be doing them an inficg, but belows an example of a Welsh

organic seed advisor referring to theadhat organic tillage farming is a
thinking mands game shows he feels i
Although he is representing a commercial intelesite hehas beninvolved

in the organic movement for many years and he knows that one of the
behavioural changes a farmer has to make if converting from conventional

tillage to organic tillaggis to be more engaged and to be a lot more
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thoughtful. They need to reflect about what they may have done wrong in the
previous years and look forward asyitry to make amends and hopefully
increase fertility. Also interesting here is that the advisakes several

Omaxi mi sationd references although within

Organic seeds advisoSo how do you get back into grass if you start in the antum

you get all your chickweeds and all the autumn receding Wales is like here if it starts

rainngn t he autumn you can go near it once youé..
green actually but there is a long story on that one with the prep premiwah paot

leave that till the spring and then you use what you call an arable silage. Which is,

couldbe barley or peas or oats and peas so its 50 kilos an acre in the springgamder

your new lay, take it off in ten weeks and there is an absolutely hdaake of grass

perfect you have taken all the weeds away because you cut it in ten weeks gouhere

are a perfect layer you can establish, work on it manage it so you are not going to spoil

that layer so it is really hitting the ball next year pushheyyields out. If you can do

decent rotations like that, manipulating soil like that you will b®agng crops equal to

the conventional guy. You will, your crops pretty well equal to the conventional guy

especially with clover layers. And that is thegetrfor you guys. So | would say be

ent husi astic about organi ao6ftadmi nd, sdomdtyoluetca
do that. Think of what youi tadtsgoujdsbdomeg, it is a

along
NOTS employee Quick fix.

Organic se@s advisorPut a bit of fertilizer here and ever
think. You got to think foward you got to think back. You will probably be thinking

t wo years hence on what you have been doingé.
up for em cerealyou will be looking what is my lime status? what is my phosphate

potash status? Before. Not whgou want to sow the crop, so you try and get it

organised that way, and you are always looking forward with a proper rotation going

and that is what FarmeriGl | ander s é.
Farmer McGuinessis trying to do

Organic seeds advisors doing,and he is really gettg some phenomenal results from

his cropping and you candét deny that

Farmer McGuinessmy bi ggest problem is crops | ying down

biggest poblem

Organic seeds advisoSothere you are you produced the fertility so the potential for

you ishigh crops big crops so the enthusiasm is there you know you can do it ha ha
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FarmerMcGuinessvent on to say that he is not going to put barley into his
rotation anymore because the oats and wheat suit his ground. The fertility is
actually too highHor some crops and that is why they were startingetddwn
(bend over) on him. The NOTS employee then asked was the fertility due to
there being chicken manuir®m the poultry factories nearby applied to the

soil in years gone by. FarmkicGuinesssaidthat this was not the case on his
farm, but on the rented adjoining land it was true to some extent. He was able
to stay growing cereals for a year longer in edralds than would be normal

for organic rotations because he had figured out that thendbibse fields

could take it. He also spoke about certain parts of the fields where there was
more of a problem with weeds although generally it was good lanaheFa
McGuinessalso explained how he grew peas interspersed with the oats or
wheat adjustingthe relative seeding rate between each species as the years
went by to get it finduned. The advisor was very interested in emphasising
this idea of fine tunindgpecause this, in his opinion, is what brought the yield

up to competitive levels. Interestiggthe advisor said that the bétynamic
people over in Britain 6édare doing some cr
concerned so he obviously sees some competitism@rihere. The peas and
wheat crop that the audience was standing in was destined to epdtsn
fodder for theMcGuinesscattle. The thinking, fine tuning and intimate
knowledge of what was happening with each field and the many phases of
crop rotaion and prepping of the soil (using other crops) is a good exarfiple
how alternative farmerget closer into that space, the human to nonhuman
interface, and develop knowledge applicable to their individual farm, and each
subsection of the farm becausd $ype distribution, drainage and topography

are not uniform.

Alternative farmers need teelaware of the history and very recent history of
each part of the farm. They need to remember their own mistakes and adjust
their thinking as well as defend agsi critics and overcome doubts. The
literature provides some examples of farmers who revestednventional
farming but those who converted to organic for purely economic reasons are
more likely to revert than those who have deeper environmental agncer

(Lapple 2010. So in generathinking strategies are important at the interface
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of human and natural systems, at the interface with farmers ardmoers
but also between alteaitive farmers and mainstream actors whether they be

farmers, institutionlaactors or the general public.

Deferring cognitive tasks to new institutional forms

Not all tasks on alternative farms concern the interface of the natural and
human worlds and tasks beyond the farm carried out by the farmer or other
actors in the a®ciated networks referred, e hugely diverse and

multifaceted. This may be one reason why new institutional forms come into
being. They come in all shapes and sizes including 1)state sponsored actors
like NOTS, 2) not for profit organisations like 3L{dllied to the Savory
Foundatiam), 3) home grown advocacy groups like Tallamh Beo (allied to
European Cardination ViaCampesing Food Sovereignty Ireland, CSA

Ireland ( allied to Urgenci) 4) Formal local structusesh asustainable

living spaces iad long standing direct salesntes which have chosen to make
legally enforceable agreements the norm 5) informal or short term affairs like
pop up markets and annual entertainment or educational events 6) finally there
is the not so new third party céitation bodies such as Organicust, but

they have more recently been challenged by efforts to get market or consumer
recognition for parally sustainable conventiorhblistically managed forms

of agriculture such ascological Outcome Verificationow happening in
Australia®. Somealternative farmers are very independent and steer clear of
these new institutional formapart from the direct sales venues they depend

on. Others choose to off load some of the tasks they might have to do

themselves to tlse new institutional forms and thaamong other thingss a

B3 https://www.savory.global/lantb-market/eov/
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potential route to increased entrepreneuhiadking, bureaucratisation and eo
optation intoa moremainstream identity. Some alternative actors suggest that
offloading tasks to these new irtgtional forms is assisting the greenwash of
barely reformed state actors and commercial interests not sufficiently
commited to sustainable methods. It is likely that a proportion of these
offloaded or shared tasks are cognitive tasks, some occurringnmncalevel,
and this is one possible area that could provide examples of distributed
cognition. It would be beyond tiseope of the study to focus anything

more than a few examples which came to light by accident, but they
nevertheless reinforce thaea thatresearching this aspect of the alternative
farms and their supporting networksight yield some interesting avees for
further researctparticularly relating to the recognitive stance of those actors.

One such task is to explain where in thedrum of alternative farnand
associategracticesa particular farm belongs, or a particular farmer beloags,
partiaular practice belongs, @rparticular product belongs. | have witnessed
confusion among consumers as to which is worth bothering .abaut
examplelocal and small scale farms which do not adhere to any policy as
regards inputs, such as chemical femtitezor herbicidesare not even
considered in this study but there are those who count them as alternative if
they sell withn twentyor thirty miles of the farnor at a farmers market. Then
there is the organic, corporate organic, imported organic, béoaign
holistically managed, post organic, chemical free and grown using
agroecological methods. The task of simply identifying whicbgary you

are in might be ok if you are certified orgarat that is often not the cade.

is not always down to juselling people what it is you are doing. Allen et al

cite Jackson:

the knowledge whereby one lives is not necessarily identical métkriowledge

whereby one explains |ife6. Allen et al (2003,

In the case of a CSfar examplethere is a lot of eXpining to do to win a
customer over. This might be done by another customer (or member as they

are called) or through a well organisedbsite and then finalised laymeeting

206



Chapter Distributed Cognition

with the core members. The task of thinking through how you are going to

explainit, how radical you need to ber how radical you can get away with

being is one of the restrictions or affordances you may haveot& with.

One of the farms which explicitly avoids any involvement with the above new

institutional arrangements is tBeirke farm. Farmer Burker() had said that

they O6just want to get on with 1itd6 and th
thefarmitsdl and the ethos of its occupants i s
interesting idea.

Other farms choose to develop a brand, in the context of the farm and the
ethos of those that work and live there, that is more widely known and is
something that can be leveragedjenerate revenue and create legitimacy in
the eyes of multiple publics.hE Keanefarm and theScottfarm are two

examples of this. More recently NOTS have gotten involved in the promotion
of events happening on these farms. The marketing ability ofS\N&Bbling

it to reach more people, collect the funds and subsidise thefev@NOTS
membersmalkesit an attractive option for the farms. | am suggesting that this
legitimises the farms in the eyes of more conservative publics like mainstream
fasbmersad t hose who think &6hippied farms are
visit, operning up the possibility of creating the educational and

entertainment/experience revenue stream.

More recent offeringst these farms habeenexpensive enough affairs

which mightbe out of reach for those on a low wage and certainly out of the

reach of hosein receipt ofsocial welfare. Also, having attended one of these

events myself, | had noticed a tilt towards being far more accepting of

conventional farmers, including thast e ment oO6we are all far mer
statement seemed tohuduhHt spmac evds $és dtdepr &
postulated the collapse of the carbon economy in a matter of years and thus the

flow of imported foods. | noticed the employee from NOTS win@mthe

corner when the l&gr was mentioned. The obvious lack of coheremte/den

the messages is inherent in anything where partners do not sit down and work

out their differences or agree to disagree on some matters. It seems from an

observers point ofiew that they just agree to do certain things for each other
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leaving it tothe consumer to work out the lines of separation, or the interent

incompatitbe identities.

One of the prominent tasks on the producer side of AFNSs, it can be assumed,
istoexpla n to potential customers what Kkind o
workers and volunteers represent. Thiist is done with a certain level of

competencycan generate revenue, possible new relationships and network

connections. Perhaps it can alsogmte legitimacy with publics who may

have had reservations about thesesypf operations. Normally the task

would be distributed among various actors close to the farm or the network of

customers or members (in the case of a CSA). What needs to be

comnunicated needs to be thoughtaugh, whether that be in brain storming

sesfons or on an ad hoc daily basis, and feedback would probably be used to
correct errors or things that dondt seem
this is one of many cogmve tasks, referred to as the cognitive load, and that

some farms just ged ta level of complexity, in terms of socially orientated

tasks that it seems like a good idea to hand over part of the job to outside

actors. Even if the new institutional formrgas with it certain ambiguities

and these ambiguities will then be leakinto the narrative of the farm and its

own network, this seems to be an acceptable exchange.

One explanation for this is that the farms and their networks have begun to
build sanething in that rural space and need a helping hand to (re)construct it.
Here Brunori and Rossi talk about possibilities for synergy among network
actors:

The more complex the network, the more synergies can be activated. In order to create
the context irwhich synergies can be activated, rural actors should be able to create

hegemonic cultural code&runori and Rossi 2000 p 4p1

| characterised this as complexity building within recognisable cultural codes.
What are the recognisable codes in Ireland? @wasism and a tendency to
institutionalise something faster than it has time to maisi@epatternthat
comes to mind. Making the network larger is a quantitative achievement,

making the network more complex if a significant part of the message has to
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besi mplified in order to create Onetwork?©o
to be given careful coigeration. What Brunori and Rossi 2000 describe as

6coll ective actiondé could also be describ
cooperati ono. olttowigmwhiches nawsséekRasng ab

unsustainable, accounting for possibly 8% or greenhouse gas emissions

(Lenzenet al. 2018. Parsimonyis to describe something using the least

possible words and ideas while at the same time getting the message across. If

one simplifies something to the point that something important is lost in the

conveyance than you ar@king aboutsomething elsd have witnessed in the

course of my research a phenomenon which
aboutsomething else.  fcangyrthere appears to be a correlation between

many of t he ssamebhinqddsk i snpgeesmtsbdoduthe presence

of state actors, commercial actors or conventional farmers. It seemed the

moral barometer was significantly recalibrated downwaf@urism becomes

collective actionorganic farming becoméso polarisingor just a labe] Bio-

dynamc people areloing completely crazy styfholistically managed

becomedand to marketanagribusiness chemicals ban becomes using less of

these inptsto save you fellaa few poundfighting thegood fight against

productivist farming becomesge are all farmersin short, the shared

cognitive process of O6how amywhengoing to p
managed irhouse appears more coherent amadored to just that mix of

circumstances. Wimein the presence of those more conservative adtors

seems likely, according to my observations, that the thinking is transposed into

a shared process skewed in favour of prescribed, not very well thmuight

compromises.

Tallamh Beo, a recently fourd farmers organisation allied to Via
Campesinawas open to all comers who were interested in the regeneration of
farmland and local markets, but | found it very unclear where the boundaries
actually were. Aconventional farmer could join as far as | @bske. One of

the founders said there were setting it up and they were going to see how it
goes. This is another institutional form that takes some of the burden off the
individual farmer. One of the foundesgessed the need to belong to

something biggethan just the farm. Some of this isolation and drudgery he
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was referring to is obviously an emotional factmut also cognitive burdens

seem to be significant. At the public meeting the Land Workers Adiah¢

were present, and they explained how thgya@ded the network overtime.

The most effective method, according to the speakers, was to hold events

where young people would be more likely to attend, after the talks and
demonstrati ons Indddtipn asirablé ptopadtipreof thely 0 .

memters were forestry workers who are working in chemically treated forests

presumably harvesting, planting and spraying. The alliance seeks to be a union

as well as an advocacy group for sustainable farmindcatisovereignty.

Arriving at the stage of 10Q8aying members seemed to be an important

milestone for them, but it really is not that impressive in a population of close

to 80 million people where alternative agriculture is pretty well established.

Partof Tal l amh Beobds stafeeltgeoggbout s t o assi st
themselves and get help in explaining what is important about their approach

to farming and local markets. Significanttiiey have no plan to integrate

consumers into the equation, consusmean become members, but decisions

are taken irthe interest of farmers. They have no plan that | know of to

reprimand farmers who continue to pollute
who | met at the meeting of Tarlbée amh Beo u
why the new group appealed to her.

Normalsation of relations with external actors as a
necessary development for diffusion of sustainable

practices.

In contrast to the possible counterproductive consequences of deferring
cognitive tasks to new initional forms as proposed above many authoes a

of the opinion that reaching out to mainstream networks and institutions may
be necessary for the diffusion of alternative practices to conventional farmers,
consumers and other publics. As an exampleaimg{2008) implies that
independent, commercialy state funded advisors who are willing to come to
the farm and meet the farmer on his own terms should not be viewed with
suspicion or too much scepticism. Studies often reveal that farmers and

alternativeconsumers are often more varied in their behawvioan
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anticipated. But this pattern does not only apply to farmers and consumers.
When examined more closely the same could be said for advisors and
educators in the current climate. Ingram (2008) speakitizge context of best
management practices imgland points to the

€ heterogeneity of the agronomy communityé.
backgrounds, and possess a range of qualifications, skills and values. (Ingram
2008 P 7).

She acknowledges that aders were, up until recently, cast as clinical

d sseminators of technical i nformati on a
traditionoftopd own agri cul tur al extensiono (pb5),
of the extension services in England and the deweop of a more demand

led market for services gy driven by the more particularised needs of

farmers, these stereotypical or rigid conceptions of the relationships between

farmers and advisors are beginning to yield to a more differentiated idea of

farme-advisor interactions. The farmer is now alded-produce the

relationship, setting the terms according to his needs.

Krzywoszynska (2015) alludes to a subtle but vital relationship between
intuitive coping with uncertainty and naational patterns dénowledge
generation on the part of the farnaarexpert practitioner on one hand and
scientific rulesbased systems of of knowledge on the other. In certain
contexts practitioner generated expertise can be transposed into a somewhat
formal context witha reasonable expectation of good outcomes. stezdalks

about the creation of action orientated knowledge.

..it is the local adaptation, tinkering, and acknowledgement of uncertainty which

enabl es abstract principl emsanagenial r ul es pr ese
practices to be reproduced as partarefull farming. While this connection

merits further attention, this and ot her st
adaptation need to be recognised, valorised, and supported, for it is these

breathing spaces which enable a translation of rulespgimciples into caré as

actionoriented knowledgérzywoszynska 2015, P306)

Ingram (2008) points to a strategic shift on the part of agronomists to engage

with the farmer on a more equal empathetic hamisit can be observed that
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they also align tamselves with practice orientated decisions and expected

outcomes envisaged by the farmer.

i..agronomists support practical farming de¢
interests, values and expectati@ns more likely to coincide with those of
fasbmes 6 (Il ngram 2008 p6)

In another example of changing landscapes in terms of transitions to more
sustainable forms of agriculture and rraade nature Maye (2018) discusses

how external supports such as grantghihhelp innovators . This applies to

those invdved in sustainable agriculture but extends to producers of improved
socicecological public and private environments, enabling both to prosper

and develop stronger ties within their own networks. Initiatstggported by

external assistance could alsoilitate boundaries to be usefully permeated,
creating opportunities for contact between producers and various publics.
Mayeds study involved case studies of the
Among his conerns was the paradox that positive and desinabérnal

mechanisms which held the organisations together such as common values and
distinctive practices were the apparent obstacles which made translation of
knowledge from niche to mainstream communitépractice less likely.

However the more strred approach of the Permaculture Association could

be a good example of how to build demonstration and learning environments

by designing homogenous standards for communication within a network.

This in tun could enable the network to export its knowlednd ethos to

more diverse social groups and to do so more reliably. Ingram and Maye give
us useful examples of how intentionally designed knowledge transfer
arrangements relating to agriculture and rusatainability need not be rigid

top down affairs

These examples suggest that there may be a need to further interrogate the
idea that distributed cognition particularly as it applies to distinctly different
patterns, not just strongly alternative farmsl gheir associated networks. The
conventional etworks and their supporting institutions or hybrid networks
which arguably straddle the divide may resemble a mosaic rather than a
homogeneous block of conformity. Although one has to consider the low

netwok density of alternative agriculture and AFNdn@land and not be too
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quick to assume that what applies to a highly populated neighbouring country
applies to Ireland. Also one has to consider the cultural differences and the
historical layering of instittion building and institutional entrepreneugshi

which may have profound effect on formal structuring of knowledge transfer
and diffusion of practices both internally and across diverse or even

oppositional networks.

Conclusion

One of the most impssive things about Irish alternatifams, speaking as an
ethnographic researcher, was witnessing actors in primary food production
that adhered to principles, principles that were worked out at the interface
between the natural world and the human wdddn through the years.

Having spenall my life in Ireland | had always thought of Irish farmers as
angry people in pursuit of subsidies. Having spent the first half of my life in an
urban environment and the second half in a rural environment | haak® m
some adjustmestincluding keepig silent about what my thoughts were as
regards conventional farming. Seeing the alternative farms up close and
talking to the farmers who did agree to talk at length was a real tonic. How
they had worked out hovinéywould talk about it, was also inteftgsy. Some

of the farmers were very articulate and tied the narrative nicely to the broader
problems of ecological damage happening today. | agree with the farmer who
said that Ireland is too small for many of thesewoeks. People already know
each otherThe same faces turn up at different groups. For me the higher
quality thinking and the more workeaxt reasoning justifying this kind of
approach to farming and food provisioning was most evident among those

farmers viho avoided those new institutionaties and AFN get togethers. It
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seems that deferring a proportion of the thinking jobs to these structures may
lead to standardised and sanitised takes on what alternative farming should be.

Admittedly this is based on tdacollected over a shgoeriodof time.
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Chapter 6 Discussionand
Recommendations
Introduction

In this chapteit is hoped the reader can get an insight into the many
opportunities that recognition theory can reveal to the prospective researcher
of dternative agriculture. Recentligaving reason to engage with practitioners
of alternative medicine in Irelapntthave noticed that theraay beother
possibleapplications of this theoretical vantage point. The inclusion of
distributed cognition in ordeo extend the method and perhapssolidate it

as a methodological option has proved a useful addition and warrants further
investigation in its own right. As it is beyond the scope of the thesis to re
examine the entire work in the light of what hasrbesvealed by a new
approachthis chapter chooses several specific areas which warrant further
discussion and other areas which are recommended as possible research

opportunities.

Contrasting the conventional and alternative

approaches in the Republic of

Ireland

So what is differentlzout alternative farmers in Irelaaehd how can we
differentiate between them and their conventional neighBdarpart two of
chapterthreel have laid out how this questios adliressed There are many
differences, but@me stand out as being particlyamportant.Improved
ecological capacityf farmland including the unique contribution of tree
planting (norcommercial varieties) initiatives which transform the soil and
landscapgis one aspect, and this can be assutode: achievable through

practiees and philsophiesvhich emphasiea co-production with nature

Autonomy,sefor gani sati on and the wutilisation
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reference are some of the fundamehtdimarks attributetb alternative
farmersin mainland Europe, the UK and Nlo America and these could
readily apply to the average alternative farmer inRbpublic of Ireland.
Another point of differentiation iprofit sufficiencyas opposed to profit
maximisation. The former being more comnamong alternative farmers.
Pursuace of profit sufficiency allows for investment of time and resources in
activities of an entirely different sociecological bent. Among these are social
farming projects and low revemngenerating task$éike seed savingn behalf

of Irish SeedSavers.

In contrast, according to the alternative farmers, AFN actors and academics |
have spoken to, few of the above characteristics are readily observable among
conventional farmerslthough it would be surprising if a smallgportion of
conventionafarmers were not found to deploy elements of the above

practices. There is nothing to exclude a conventional farmer from dabbling in
natural methods or from being an occasional conscientious objector to the
chemical and mechanicdisplacement of bidliverse life forms on farmland

and surrounding landscapes. It has for the last thirty years been a point of
contention whether or not conventional farmers contribute to the drive towards
sustainable production methods. Obviously, ihithe interest of corantional
actors to say they are o0l ooking afterdé th
addition to the | exicon hdrenestaeden o&écl i mat e
artificial sensors wilsupposedhhelp create a more sustainabledesystem.

The Irish comrmissioner for agriculture for the E(@t the time of writinghas

been recorded as saying he wanted a clgaen and smart agriculture

coming out of the EU. As we know, capital intensive systems are adept at
providing the varioupublics they address wipromising futures, there is

always a brave new world just around the corner. But it appears that capital
intensive entrepreneurial and corporate agricultinas got it so badly wrong

over recent decadel terms of protectindhe ecological capacityf the

farmland itself and in terms of threatening the stability of vital ecosystem
services on a global scale one would do well to rigorously question any

solutionsbeingpromotd by this cohort of actars
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The narrative in Ireland shamelessly tilted veards productivist agriculture

according to my observation of the discourses emerging during the period

2018 to 2019. Conventional claims, that
environment is seen in the alternative world andentain sections of the
urbanpopulationas deliberate lies. The view is, according to those who take

the time to monitor these untrutlisat theprofessional foumay not buy them

much timein present circumstancdsjt any time is better than none. |

contend that conventionalriculture in this regard could, quite easily, be

tracked by some uncomplicated quantitative research. By retrieving and

subjecting to analysis annual aggregate sales figures pertaining to chemical

fertilizers, herbicides and pestiles in the Republic dfeland for example, it

could be demonstrated if high energy, polluting inputs are in decline, or if

there is an escalation of their usage. This would reveal if the country is getting
6greener 6 as it i sitcaimawhydoesgitneartha t I s as
bottom of the EU league table in terms of organic farming and near the top of

the EU league table in terms of GHG emission reductions, mostly attributable

to agricultural emissions in the case of Ireland?

In the wake bthe 2018 drought was listening to a local radio farming

program in the South West of the country and the conventional farmers were
discussing the possibility of maxing out their grass growth for the last months
of the growing season through the apgiilcn of chemical fertiser. It sounded
very much like an increase in applications to remedy a crisis caused in part by
over grazing and low soil fertility as well as the freak weather events. In 2018,
in an effort to defend against accusations of owarkétg, the representags

of Irish beef farmers were on the airwaves claiming torieeof the most

efficient producers of beef in the world. Why should they reduce output to
hand the job over to less efficient farms in Brazil? This was the argument |
heard over and over. In 20 thesame conventional farmehngave been

protesting outside of the factories because thene claiming thathey ould

not continue to be economically viable at the prices theyebeing offered

for their animals by the processqPhelan 2018*. Thisdespite being heavily

14 See van der Ploeg 2020 for the Dutch equivalent of this populist revolt calling for the
restoration of unworkable subsidized agiture.
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subsidised. One of the headline claims of productivist agriculture is that it

leads to a viable livelihood for farmers by making them efficient and that the

network directs the farmers to follow realistic anita date trends withia

highly globalised market. The market determines what happens, there are no

favours for stragglers, would be their loggut when the beef farmers who
areinthgylobalbi g | eague in terms of efficiency
fifths of beef farmsn the Republic of Ireland are said to be unviaties

suggests the market is ahing buta trustworthy indicator and treats its most

valiant adopters with increasing ruthlessness. idéandsalternative farmer

| volunteeredvith summed up the fate of these conventional farmers who

cling to their traditons n a short senedace fAiThey are t.I

In contrast, it seems that alternative farmers are making a living, sometimes a
very modest living, but often an enjoyable one. Altekgatarmers can be
financially successful also, without following mainstream logics. They often
perform their task with zero subsidies from the state. Van der Ploeg (2018)
has pointed out that the entrepreneurial type farms in the EU are failing,
causing armers to exit farming as a way of life, whereas poorer peagaat
farms are able to adapt due to distantiafrom market led patterns of
investment and a refusal to follow the advice that depicts the only way to
survival as being via specialisationténsification and scaling up. New
entrants to farming, often started by people with urban backgrounds, have
beenable to construct viable small farms across Europe and avail of diverse
knowledges and skills from the new urbamal connectedness (van ddpoeg
2018, Brunoriand Rossi 2000, Seuneg&eal.2013).Land Workers Alliance

UK and Tallamh Beo have indicatsimilar opportunities for small scale
operations in th&JK and Ireland and this ties in with current literatureural
sociology and humageography emphasig those forms of agriculture that

are proximate to urban populatiofialdi et al 2019)
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Consideringan alternative to embeddedneswl

conventionalisation theory

As stated in the literature reviethere areanumber of key theoretal

constructs used in the study of AFNs and alternative agriculture. The concept
of embeddednesteployed in the AFN literature is, according to Goodman

and Goodmaf 2009) , a combination of Granovette
heterodox economics. Oneof Goam et t er sd concepts revolves
of the usefulness afeak ties (Granovettor 1973 ccording tothis ideathe
information or knowledge received through these tiegtenunique and puts

the receiver at an advantage. Ronald BL®92) also & economic

sociologist, extends the ngadundant ties notion to theorise the space
between the rievorks which holds this redundancy, calling gteuctural hole
These structural holes are the key to brokerage activities which exploit the
opportunities eated when certain types of actors make a connection. A
teacher in a community college meetingadternative farmer who has an

interest in teaching organic growing and biodiversity to local communities is
an example, and something which was documentedra®f the qualitative

data collected in the course of this research. On that occasion thet bedt®

a very constructive partnershgventually evolving into a synthesis of popular
and formal methods of educating school goers and adults within the
community on all things ecological. The farmer generates income from
teachingpy mining this stratural hole but this displaces or redirects some of
his energies away from food provisioning. Although both activities can be said
to be embedded in the comnity, in this thesis the nature of the ties or the
value of the structural hole is not the issoemuch as the redeployment of
resources from one activity to the otlaed whether the actions require re
evaluation. Does the redeployment represent als\iriden the recognitional
stance to the calculative mode of operation to any significant degreehdia
farmer in question crossed the threshold deserving to-tlassified as

entrepreneurial? In current language we call this form of reversal
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entreprenetshipif it has an internal source oo-optation if it has an external
source. The concept obnventionalisationwhich was developed to explain
the coeoptation of organic farming in California (Goodmamd Goodman
2009), in some way covers both sources

Hinrichs (2000) makes an excursion into economic sociology in order to
support the use of trembeddedness concept with respect to venues such as

farmersé markets and CSA arrangements in
t hat Asoci al oyadieacduials) eiscal fashiorf,is e mp |
useful for analysing d). Hireichsreliesgpm i cul t ur al

Block's analytical framework involving marketness and instrumentalism to
augment the embeddedness argument, yielding explanations telated
tensions and contradictions found in these collective action orientated
transaction spacesindin (2004) also refers to the discipline of economic
sociology while demonstrating that embeddedness theory, if applied to
alternative strategies in the UKdo system, needs to include many types of

embeddedness but he also emphasises the need toecdmsidit might be co

opted into the mainstream. Hi s table enti
6embeddednessdowidt Bysttemé &or &8) di spl ay
alterity, valorisation and appropriation.

Hi nr i ¢ h s obtsereds @ peedtat@vel,beyond the notion of

embeddedness to describe how embeddedness might be applied as a

theoretical construct to the area of farmerskaisrand CSAs. Externalising

the O6messaged of the more humthismtoi ¢ produc
a commercial advantage is one form of marketness which seems to be

unavoidable but even this alertsaptive forces to a potential revenue stream

In other words, although an AS may emerge as a response to the disembedded

6 ¢ 0 n v e n toifoodsysterd, oreayitrbecomes economically significant

enough it is incorporated into the | atter0:¢
Kirwin (2004, P399)

However Lukacs (1968) and Simmel (1990philosophy of moneyave

anticipated and theorised for precisely these scenarios where dissolution of
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previously relational structures or the diminished capacity of extant relational
structures are subsumed myanoneybased economy. Lukacs argues that
where commodity excimge is the organising principle of society thenan
relational aspect of thingwill be in a state of disarray. Redundancy of many
aspects of communal ties or their reduced potency in témisfinctional
mechani sms are fundamentaalgutme nlt uk &¢ snman d S
work on autonomies and extended layers of detachment achieved by an ever
increasing complexity of social forms and the emergence of new groups
inspired Ronald Burt (198@p speculate on the positioning of actors in several
networks (8nultaneously) where they can choose to disengage from moral or
practiceorientated obligations or at least deescalate their commitment. This
multi-positionality of actors and their selecte@egagementdisengagement
postures may provide better explanasiom describe the behaviour of AFN
actors. Actors may be simultaneously consunitzens, hardcore consumers
and members of middle to high income groups. On the producer side actors
may at ore identify with belonging to diverse groups such as alternative
farmers, artisan food salespersons, micro institution builders, educators or

activists.

Deploying recognition theory to areas of study where producers are pivotal
actors is unusutlas it ismore commonly applied to areas where identity
politics featurs strongly HonnethandFraser2003). In this study the concept
of distributed cognition discussed in chagavas introduced to see if it could
deepen understandings of the recognitive stas@pplied to these actors. It
was found to be useful for exgiag areas of interesuch as the interface
between the human and nonhuman worlds, and the shared cognitions taking
place there. As mentioned in the revjédonneth (2008) has allowed for
celtain aspects of human actions todependentn the cognitiveor

calculative mode of thinking. This means that he has conceded that the
recognitional responsalthough having primacy in theqnyill become

redundant in practice as some tasks are morly eabieved if a highly

15 Bétriseyaet al 2018, applying recogniticheory, recommend an instrumental use of
recognition by those promotirBplivian PES(Acuerdos Reciprocosporel Agua, ARA)
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rationalised mode of thinking is givéree reign. He does not say how far one
can go with the substitution of the cognitivist model for the recognitional one,
he does not give us a boundary. How migeetfulnessto useone of

Ho n n eleyhtérrs, can a social system endure before collapmto

L u k a c-xoidsunanl teification.

As far as Simmel is concerned, a society can bear an enormous amount of
plurality within its social forms and each layer of inventiveness can generate
different autonongs. Each phase becomes more embroiled in detachment
(Simmel 197). For Simmel the money system allows for a strange fluidity of
claims, whereby a possessor of money can lay claim to the achievement of
another(Simmel 1990) What is of iterestabout thesecenarioss a certain
mobility andtheability of actors to transform, either as individuals or as a
group.For instance, manic farmers, who learned their craft on a small scale
farm, can set up, or help set up, larger more commepehtions that nya
damage the very ethos they had worked so hard to develop. As discussed in
the previous chaptecollective farms may defer certain cognitive or
communicative tasks to third parties, some of which are known to have
connections to coptive actors. The exanations, for this phenomenon,
available in terms of embddedness theorgndconventionalisation theorfail

to explain adequately the reasons behind some of these atttisrsiggested
that a synthesis of aspects of recognition themd the theoretal construct

of extended cognition, what we term distributed cognition, is worth thinking
about.As a pathway to further scholarly work in the area of alternative
agriculture but alsoin the area of applying recognition theory to encgir
aspectof humanecology | propose to connect cognitional dominated spheres
of action to what Will term typical distributed cognitiomnd connect
recognitional dominated spheres of action to whvaitlIrefer to asatypical

distributed cognition
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Presentingdomains of recognition and cogniti@s an

alternative toembeddedness conventionalisation theory

Figure 6.1Heuristic
Map showingthe
relationship of
recognitional and
cognitional domains
Recognitional (seeHonnet hos

Domain rehabilitation of the

Distributed o0 r e ii foiombeept
Cognition (A-Typical) 200 a

The recognitional domainrepresents behaviours, practices and social

structures where recognition has primacy over strategicandlative
thinking, although strategic and calculative thinking may be applied in a
contained mannei.he cognitional domainis characterised by strategic and
calculative thinking with a view to maximisation of all assetd positioning

of actors to fagur future acquisition8Behaviours, practices and social
structuresn this domairfollow an abstract fon of reasoning often referred to
asinstrumental reasonindatterns of recognition in the cognitional domain
arenormally prescribed and are alwaysi®rdinated to strategic interests of
the group or its allies. Taking agriculture in the Republic oairdlas an
examplethe actors belonging to strong alternative food networks operate in
the recognitional domain whereas everyone @saventionafarmers
mainstreantonsumersinstitutional actors and commercial or corporate

interests) operate in thegmtive domain.

Assuming that cognitive systems extend beyond the human skuitihins
1996, the inclusion of two distinct forms of distributed cognition is an attempt
to shed light on what are presumed, in this thesis, to be very different

processes. Is suggested in this discussion, ttestributed cognition-typical
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associated with the cagional domain is either a subservient following of
instructions, or part of an approved and autonomous scramble to secure
surplus (available) assets. It couldoatkescribe shared cognitive tasks
centring on the exploitation of expected emerging oppitigst.

On the other hanat is suggested thalistributed cognition atypical is

highly particularised to the task at hand and yields to the primacy of
recogniticnal propertiesAgain taking agriculture in the Republic of Ireland as
an exampletheactas belonging to strong alternative food netwasksid

easily be cast as performingyge ofdistributed cognition atypical. The
alternative farmers who are clogethe humamonhuman interface discussed

in Chapterfive perform cognitive tasks in highjyarticularised environments.
The circumstances in which that knowledge is shared and adapted to a very
heterogeneous and dispersed alternative farmer communitytifoegiis
contingent on the coming together of complex, not easy to replicate
components. fie circumstances of the discovery, interpretation and sharing of
this knowledge also yields to the primacy of recognitional considerations as a
matter of ethos, asell as a matter of necessity given ti{dthave assumedt)

is impossible to develop knowledges and practices with this level of
specificity close to nature without having first adopted a recognitional stance.

Distributed cognitiortypical could refer o any extended cognitive activity in

conventional agricultte that is performed in line with thiegemonic

agriculturalregime. As it is heavily subsidised, actors within this regime have

to do what the system wants them to do and the way the systenthentto

do it. Farmers might coperate very closely withheir accountant, their bank

manager, feed or fertilizer suppliers, the local vet or the extension service

advisor. During these communications they may develop or alter ways of

thinking relating tgoractices on the farm. The formation of entrenched anti

naure biases which appear to be fairly pervasive and similar in content
presumably didnét just come out of nowher

long period of time. As many farmers have told me,glomise of

161 would like to stress that Hutchin€@gnitive Ecology2010 is at pains tgoint out that
cognition in conjunction with actiois a cultural phenomenon and for him the human brain
co-evolved with human culture and collective demands for complex multi modal solutions.
Solitary contemplation is relatively rare and far from objextiv
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maintaining good yields with reduced laboudaltudgerywas one of the

first selling points of chemical fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides. Other
claims were worked out over the years by strategists acting on behalf of the
huge chemicahnd pharmaceutical companies. Depleted soils, due to
monocpopping needed more artificial inputs and less resilient animals needed

more medicine.

The mainstream consumers and their contact points with the productivist food
provisioning system is anotherea of interest. Dependency on very large
corporate and comercial actorgan lead t@ cognitively laborious product
selection exercisr the consumeDewitteet al. 200%. The market
segmentation approach of suppliers and supermarkets is provocetive a
separates consumers into categories, some with low gxeager to find the
cheapest food, others with higher incomes looking for premium quality which
may include corporate organic, artisanal and exotic imports. Here one can see
a lot of research poilities to determine how the thought processes behind
thedecisions ceevolved between multiple actors and to ask questions about

their (cognitive) maintenance as a fairly stable purchasing pattern over time.

In this studythe focus is on alternativedd provisioning and the actors
involved, some of which aggragmatic and disinclined to become connected
in any way shape or form with state or commercial actors. Others are eager to
engage with anyone that will further their cause. Theraire variosly
described as hybrids, as belonging to weak AFNs, agppragant farmers
pursuing multifunctional survival strategies or as ecological entrepreneurs.
The above heuristic map demonstrates how these variations can be
conceptualised, for example hybrid@st can be seen as fluctuating between
the cognitional andecognitional domains but are probably destined to settle
in the cognitional domain over time and this can generate permission
structures for other alternative farmers to follow. Strongly alteradiéirmers
who are subnstitutional and notiierarchical ee stable within the
recognitional domain and provida axample to those new entrant farmers

who are more ideologically motivated.
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Narrativesand The Common Good Approach

Conceptualisinghe opposing narrativesvith deserving

clarity
Tregear(2011), Goodman et al. (2014), Sonnino and Marsden (2006)
Holloway et al (2017)andMaye and Kirwar(2010) point to contested issues

relating to the conceptualisation of AFNEzen van dePloeg (2018)writing

from a rural development point of vieaprntendsthatthere are no cledines

of demarcation to differentiate peasant from entrepreneurial farmers that are
reliable in a real world context, although he goes on to show how the shades of
difference maifest themselves on the groufithe AFN writersoftendepict a

field of blurry lines of distinction and suggest there are unacknowledged real
world overlaps between the alternative and conventional wdndgear

(2011) alludes to abstractions resporesiioir fuzzy thinking and provides

many examplesfaonflations between elements within the so called

alternative world which really could and should be analysed separately. There
is the suggestion that AFN researchers were biased, conductingtiyealit
research that tells the story of the virtuous e@nahich is not empirically

correct. By utilising recognition theoretic approaches litoped that some of
theseambiguities and misunderstandings identified by these writiirbe

better articulated andme will be identified as healthy oppositions

Tregear(2011) suggests that using theoretical approaches like network
analysis could enable a more agnostic approach, a sort of disengagement from
moral assumptions entirely. As a reply to this asserti@an be argued in

defence oeasonedFN writers that the wordilternativeis used to delineate

a distinct set of practicesd is less concerned with making stassertions

about the existence of an ideal tygeroselytising abouihe existence cd

morally pure set of actors. In this resp, researchers who focus on the

agreeeu pon area of study are hardly Opartisa
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The actorghey engage with may lgiided by moral considerations, the

researchers should not be aged of going native just because they eate

the idea that the conventionally produced food is less healthy or more

damaging to ecosystems and that the claims made by alternative farmers are

made in good faith. | agree that researchers should takeyparinterest in

the characteristics ofie¢ people who operate these alternative structures of

production and distribution arrdsearchers shoukkamine the stated

intentionsof the actorselative to their actual performance. Howewver

disagree witifregeab s r easoni ng as oihgat. ltwslyggod we s houl d
social science to interrogate the veracity of the testimony given, but that does

notgive the researcher or writéine licence to demolish the integrity of

testimony given without firm evidengmthered across these diverse pockets

of resistanceAt the time of writing the above arti¢l€regeamwas working at

the University of Edinburgh Business School so unsurprisingly she was

calling for more O6rigour o utietheboe applied t
proposed ramping up of instruntahreasoning going to happen at the expense

of more engaged qualitative research?

One example referred to Ayegeainvolved a researcher counting the
number of seconds a vendor at the farmers market spentrsmgveith the
customer, | hardly think #t is appropriate to the task of assessing quality
within farmerconsumer relationships. | assume the skatbwn geographer of
food systems was not standing at thenkars market with a stopwatch when
researchingelations of regardn the South West of Ireland in the early years

of this century.

Thereorganisatioof the conventional farmers working life into prescribed,
mostly indoor activities (van der Ploeg 2018} the behest of industry
advisorsappears tte detrimental ntgust to living creatures on the farm,

from the microbial to the crops through to the cattle sheep and pigs, but also to
the wellbeing of the farmgwhom we also acknowledge as a living creature)
Tregearappears to be recommendingtttiee good deedd gonventional

farmers and retailers should be explored more fully if a just comparison
between them and their alternative counterparts is to be achieved. | suggest

that what needs to be understood is that AFN researchers come from many
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disciplinary and cliural backgrounds and some write only one, maybe two,
articles on the subject. They may be focusing on other areas of interest from
that point onwardsSadly,at least in my opiniorthis results in the literature

being strewn with incagequential and soetimes careless additior@ther

writers, often associated with conservative leaning schools, subsequently use
these not very well researched documents as sources to mount an attack on the
whole edifice of AFN literaturd. t 6 s t randiesitytarid @Xggergted

moral standards, espoused by those outside of the network, obscure a proper
representation of the real actors (&bapterd), but the claim that the moral
component of behaviour has been exaggerated by professional researchers
might be a misreadg of what those researchers were actually referring to.
What Goodmarmnd Goodmaii2009) refer to as nemoral imaginaries of

foodfor example, is not as easy to grasp as one might expect, one certainly
should not confuse imaginaries wftintasies, or cdose journalism with

scholarly work.

In this field, the best researchers, those who are most frequently published,
most frequently referenced, and whose work is generally well received, are
adept at pointing out the limits of their owrethods of investigtion and often
make remarks about the behaviours of actors who are less alternative or more
entrepreneurial than the average alternative farmer, peasant,farrG&A
member. They cannot be responsible for outliers who buck the tilemdl
unfriendlyalternative farmer at a farmers market stand who has lost interest in
talking to customers. For instano@ my own case, although a newcomer to
this field, | have noted throughout this thesis that not all alternative farmers are

committed to the social dnension of AFNSs.

Critics may well point to those AFN actors who are either disingenuous or
who have already migrated towards the conventional way of doing things. The
later are known aseak AFNactors(Watts et al. 2005the former, lile those
selling imported corporate organic vegetables at the farmers market, point to
flawed governance structures at the AFN level. Those who have failed to live
up to the standards which have evolved because of concerns about an
untrustworthy and ecologally destructive food system we rely pare

perhaps telling us just how difficult it is to develop a trustworthy and benign
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food system, nestled within, or whilst being a subset of, a market led
economy. Putting it another way, those who fail to liveaifhe sandards of
strong AFNsare telling us that recognitional starting points can easily
transpose into cognitional (rationalised) end points.

Ifoneweretorealiregeads (2011) review without Kknowi
the field of AFNs and alternativegricuture, one might be forgiven for

thinking that too much research has been undertaken with a view to singing

the praises of alterity while the conventional farmer and the supermarket

chains and retailers were left to make their own case. To sagothagntonal

farmers and retailing systems are unfairly treated by researclikesyigo be

incorrectin all jurisdictions

In the case of the Republic of Ireland nothing could be further from the truth
in this authors opinion. In Ireland AFN actorg @oorlyrepresented in

scholarly work and are often portrayed as being necessarily subordinate, not
just because of scale, to the needs of the conventional riedketonomy. In
public discourse in the Republic of Ireland the more successful
conventionaked fomats of alterity are showcased as the norm. The media led
fetishization (during the recession years of 2008 onwards) of farmers markets
and artisan food stallfailed to educate the public as to the real reasons why
thesealternativeactors existe in thefirst place. In short, the media presented

a politically sanitised version of these venues.

As Goodman et al. (2014) have stated the retreat of a more oppositional
organic movement into civic agriculture (CSAs) and localism (Farmers
markets andlirect marketing formats) has certainly extinguished the threat to
both corporateandcommercial producemand appears to have enabied
conventionabistributorsof product to get in on the gam#&e should consider

if writers shouldfeel it is approprate todisengage from the task of identifying
distinctive forms of strongly alternative farmers and their supporting networks.
Although conventionalised forms of alterity are gaining legitimacy in the
marketplaceit should be emphasised tletamples oftsongly alternative

networks are still evolvingnd maintaining themselves.
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Perceptions of the Common Good Versus Private

Incentives

Theconventionalthe economic approach) versalternative(common good
approach) is now an acceptabditsrelatingto landholder and farmers values
according to sociological and psychological literature (Maybery et al 2005).
Alternative famersseek to embrace the common good approach, and
consumers who identify with food sovereignty movements and ARMNesIio
maximise their transactions with primary producers who follow a similar
prioritising of ecological concerns (Goodman and Goodman 2009, Jarosz
2008). Although larger scale conceat®utcommon goods such as fertile
soil, biodiversity and good watguality may ke seen agseparable from vital
ecosystem servicethis natural complexity needs to be understood, valued

and protectedn a societywide scale.

| have found that participants in collective action, or those with common good
orientated goaldend to beaware of the odds, whether things are stacked for

or against them. They generally know whether their contribution is going to
make a significant difference or not and this affects how they contriblge
literature on collectie action anticipates thesmé of outcomegChong 1991,
Olson 1965). So on this level we can assume thatralhglyalternative

farmers in Ireland know that their contribution is having close to zero effect on
the grand scale of things. They are disapfed with the response dfd Irish
consumer, successive Irish governments and a pro big business EU. On the
level of the individual farm they are more likely to be happy with the impact
they are having, and they are aware that this has a substantraboagonod
component. Howeversaregards the creation of an alternative food

provisioning system the alternative farmer knows that breaking away from the
conventional system is an almost impossible task in a society which is
politically conservative, prentepreneurial and pro big busss. If these
farmers have an effect on their own
assists the custontrdevelopment towards beiafjernative consumsror

consumedcitizers this could be consideréd beamong the noifi nancial
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rewards which give safaction to the producelf. these objectives are salient
it can be assumetie farmershave to forego certain profihaking
opportunitiesin orderto enable this transformatiam the consumption sigde
and then help to conBdate it,profit sufficieng registers as perfectly
acceptable goalAccording to the evidencé appears that some, but not all,
alternative farmers have the temperament to engage in what is sometimes a
laborious and repetitive set of tasks over tiffieey carry out these rep@tins

in order to provide the same customers with produce year after year.
Achieving duration, it seems, is important as the perceived longevity of the
relational tie and the consistency of satisfaction attained from the prieduc
one of the key factorsicollective actiororientated participation according to
Chong (1991).

We know from the literature on CSAs for instance thay tire often

temporary affairs lasting only a few years, it might be that the land was only
available for a number of yeaw key members of the core group needed to
move on to other forms of work or collective action. The example of the
discontinued CSAn Kinsale County Cork is a case in point. Also research
results indicate that many customers who engage with AFNs in Eundpe a
North America do so for the relatively cheap access to organic or naturally
grown food and for access to food which is percetedok healthierRonte
2013. This would indicate that customers are treating the food primarily as a
private good, althougtieir continued participation shows a rejection of
consumer impulsivity and a collective awareness relating to mutual
obligations.From observations made during this research, | think it is safe to
assume that farmers are aware of the limitations of teemmon good
orientated achievements, they know better than anyone that the results are

variable and often impossible to measure.

Van der Ploe@nd Frouwsefer to managingones of insecuritywhen talking
about collective efforts to restructure dairynfis and links them to new
(organic) technological spacesa6 der Ploeg and Frouws 1999%or some

farmers these variable resudiisd uncertain returns represent an acceptable
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return for their efforts, it might be assumed in this case that they managed
their zones of insecurity adequatelgsulting in an increased sefficacy and
most likely increased group level effica@san derPloeg and Frouws 1999)
Both on the largescale impactsoncerningecosystem services and on a more
localised social and elamical scale, their common good incentivised goals in
this scenario have been mas, part of theystemic outcomieClair 1969 p
199)they aspire toGibsonGr a h a mo col¢gie® d @oductivitis cited

by Maye and Kirwar(2010, p7) to describe nenonetary practices and
exchange events which can happen within (rather than outside of) a
competitive capitalist economy. On the economic level these pragmatic
farmers may have managed an adequate income with a modest pnofit fro

time to time.

As a coungrpoint to this scenario, having made observations and witnessed
discourses and conversations in the field, | can confirm that there are a
proportion of alternative farmers in tRepublic of Ireland who do not feel
adequately marded. These farmers mag hll too aware that consumers,
institutional actors and other farmers are treating the whole edifice of
alternative food provisioning as something that is either a) providing private
goods or b) is merely providing the backdtopnarket segmentation and
elitism in the food sector.& easy to understand their cynicism when one
considerghatthe entire establishmenncluding grant giving bodies and
educatorsare heavily biased towards export agriculture &ddprocessig
orientatedl product develoment. Many alternative farmers are on the verge of
becoming more entrepreneurial, and more busiliessf they have not

already done so. In any case it is extremely common tqtfimdugh
conversation analysisie preentrepeneurial thought processesietly

ticking over in the background. The cognitional underlay which | refer to may
be involved in identifying th@mp point’. It is evident that these cressers

to entrepreneurshjpr conversions to more conventional modus operaiadi

not happen wernight but may be the result of layers of experiences, some

rewarding and some not so rewarding. In saying that there is always the

"Van der Ploeg (2018) uses this term to desctlile peasant farmers jump point (or leap of
faith) to submerge himself in the entrepreneurial regime which was seen by the state
sponsored advisors as the only way to go at the time
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element of personi&y basedcharacteristics and psyalogical factors to be

taken into account on a case by case basis.

Crossing over to strategic thinking: a counterpoint
to theuse of concepts likdiversificationin

alternative farming and related networks

Diversification in farming is suggestive aftolerance of many combinations,

such as farming plus agiourismor farming plus agricultural contracting. It

also allows for quirky alternative niche markets such as snail farming or

combinations oé&lternative and conventional marketing strateghssstated

earlier, it is envisaged that the recognitional domain afidar a very limited

level of strategic and calculative thinking and even this has to be mindful of

recognitional norms. Honneth (1995) brings us back to the Hegelian roots of
recognitiontheory inThe Sruggle forRecognitionexplaining that the

Opr exotnual rel ations of mutual recognitio
human intercourse including those happening in socially competitive
situations. The &émor al potenti al evidence

reciprocally restat their own spheres of libgrts anchored in this very

recognitional stance towards one anotherod
not al ways about the | aw of the jungle. T
much a threat t o |lahapresastieMdbbesidnstafur e sur vi v

nature hypothesis would have us believe but reactions are based on the
6feeling of being ignored by ones soci al
remind the reader that although Honneth sees recognition as havingyprima

over cognition in virtuallyall contexts, in as much as it precedes it, he also

allowed for certain aspects of human functioning in the times we live in to

warrant cognitive deliberation and a highly rationalised approach (Honneth

2008).
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To reiteratealternative farmers are subjed to norms of a recognitional
nature and this would seem to I mply
consent. In the case of alternative agriculture there are many permutations of
how to farm whilst maintaining compatlity with ecological goals,®it is a

little difficult to pinpoint, with any reasonable precision, if and when a breech
has occurred. Perhaps it is even more difficult to achieve a consensus on the

correctness or viability of labelling a particular seactions as a breech.

How can the model of recognitional and cognitional domains explain these
departures from more strongly alternative positto@s to answer thiatter
part of the seconcesearch questiohpw might disengagement from a

recognitivestance (or the renewal of mesognition)occur?

| will give two examples of how the recognition theory might contribOtee

is where the farmer sees the farmadéist hi ngo whi ch needs
other looks at cauthorshipBoth cases briefly show that the redundancy of a
reagnitional point of view involves cognitive process and discrete re
alignments with conventiofEnvisaging disengagement from the rgibive
stance as a cognitive exercisan area which would require a lot of new data
and it would be unwise to specwdatt this time how that research process

would evolve.

Hutchins cognitive ethnography @ognition in the Wildyives us some idea of
the level of detailed work th#his might requireAt this point we can at least

say that to think in a strategic andaadhtive way about something which had,
or was identified as having, an ideological or moral starting point is a distinct
type ofdeparture and its particularised nature needs to be addressed.
Sociologists should certainly see it as more than a curiddtgrnative

farmers, if one is to believe their narratives, see the conventional food supply
chains and distribution systems asrapt, destructive and unhealthy for
workers and for those that are eating the food. To engage with its distribution
system ad in some way sanitise the image of that distribution system by
putting authentic product on its shelves has to beesdalatiorof your

resistance to it.
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The Farm Becomes a Thing, Labour Becomes

Commodified

The commodification of labour is not readily associated with the self
employed The assumption will be made that strategizing and the
objectification of the farm and perhaps to a degie®objectificaton of
relationships within and beyond the faimas established itself as a rival
domain to the recognitional dom&inAs has bee depicted in the heurist map
in this chapterthese objectifications or instrumentally reasoned chaaase
seen as actiongithin the cognitonald o mai n. o6 Thi s t hing has tc
said one farmer who had veered in the direction of mainstreanbdion.
She was talking about the farm. The recalibration of the moral barometer in
the downward direction, making the fatess a part of a moral economy of
food (Jackson et a@20) and more like a small business requires a shift in
thinking.

| realised very early on thatbhave to fit into the restaurants if | wanted the regular

income and that is where my main income esrfroné

The farm is now a O6thingbé that has to mak
(breaking it down), and then persbed as a fictitious (corporate) person who

has to justify itself as a productive component, its stands on its record of

productivity. Of course Marx and Lukacs have written a lot about dissolution

of communal forms of exchange in favour of capitalist reewkProducts

become things that fit somewhere, into slots with other things, as the

commodity exchange format becomes the organstingture of society.

éthe i mmediate pr odu c t(inwhichfer thelindividupilthe ducti on of
commodity struture of all 'things' and their obedience to 'natural laws' is found to exist

already in a finished form, as something immutably givenld only take place in the

form of rational and isolated acts of exchange between isolated commodity owners. As

emphasied above, the worker, too, must present himself as the 'owner' of his labour

power, as if it were a commodity. (Lukacs 1968 p92)

Van der Ploeg anBrouws (1999 use the termeificationin their discussion of rivalry
between collective action orientated and corporate actors and they refer to the assumed
infallibility of market logic which proved to be an inferior strategy in this case.
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Head of salad belong in hotels where there are always busloads of people to

consume them, head to head. Polytunnels of saladonly one person to be

paid at the end of every week iIs somethin
hard work, but that very fagenerates the right narrative, it is a selling point.

There is no better badge to wear in conservative rural Irelandcabetter

badge to wear if one wants to commodify oneself. The same farmer is noted

for hard wor k, | d o mr daime memtiomed withoutitha v e ever
concept of hard work being |linked to it.
| i ke d bausisformesl intb @ homogenised saleable product ready to slot

in to where it is deemed to function best. To be better than yenpdcer,

faster or doing something with flair, is disruptive to the calculative mode of

operation. Everything has to be teme. Of course where difference is called

for, like the provision of distinctive very fresh salads presently being sought

by hotelsand supermarkets the commodity exchange logic will eventually

manage to find the farmer who will wrench the knowledge g¢eé by

alternative farmers from its roots and reconstruct it as formulaic, hitting the

mark every time. The farmer who is able tomeert some of the skills and

knowhow of alternative growing techniques into something closely resembling

the mono crop pructivist regime will become an integral part of that

economic system.

For some writergvenpartial resistance to thehatactorsexperience as
fimonolithic powerrelatioms i n convent ii®@wodhlenghgingd sy st e ms
with from a research point of vie(idolloway et al 2007 p15)he production,
distribution and consumption dynamic should be looked at through multiple
analytical field in order to assess their impact and potentialities and this can
be donewvhether or not the actors have explicitly steteslr oppositional
credentials or have avowed some kind of attachment to an intentional
community or collective action orientated gpo(Holloway et al 2007). In this
researchall farmers who were strongly alternative eithetha time ofour
encounteor at some time previouwere still very much in the business of
nailing their colours to the mast as regards green credentialeyaity ito
ecological goals, but also made their intentions known as regards the

unsuitability of the currerimainstreamjood provisioning system. Increased
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entrepreneurial zeal acquired by some did not dampen their enthusiasm as
opposers but their pracés had in fact changed and tpaint According to

this thesisthese instances of allegiance switchmegd to be acknowledged as
aretrograde step from a recognitional point of view

Authorship in CeActionand convenient omissions

The Alternative farrar may use distribution systems of large corporate or
commerciakoncerns or otherwise, creating new linkages, she may break into
an unexploitednarket that larger actors hauewittingly created, through her
own salesand distributiorefforts. An alternave farmer could for instance

break into the tourist industry supplying producttobo t e | (l et ds assume
is part of a chain of hotels), and this would certainly be a significant departure
from the AFN norms described by Lucey Jarosz (2008). Jarsstiloes

venues such as farmers markets, CSA farms and theslibeirag typically
associated with the alternative farmer. In willing this action, that is the change
of tack required to sell to corporate actors, one would expectrtherfa

assumes authorghof his actions.

Interestingly Wegner and Sparrow (28pclaim that people assume less

authorship and consequently less responsibility for an action where the other

actor is perceived to initiate the action and more authorship, and more

responsibility if they perceive themselves as having taken the lead. In the cas

of the alternative farmer switching to hotels and supermarkets as a market for

his producehe may very well see this as a decision to integrate into a system

where he would have an increddevel of anonymityl 6 m t hi nki ng here o
actor pursuing 'edom from obligations of a noneconomic kir@f. course he

would be the junior partner and a price taker, and he would likely follow

decisions made by persomsknown to him.

It means he cdd forget about the obligatory pressures of relational ties and
forget about bearing the burden of reciprocity demands, instead concentrating
on the requirements laid down by unknown actors. He may very well see
himself as being less responsible in terrmthe joint venture as the other

partner is dominant. Alternag/farmers from my observation are not quick to

divulge information of a commercially sensitive nature and are more likely to
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conceal exactly how larger transactions occur. They are more tiikelyenly
claim authorship for those actions that are nadtstnativeand done with
collective responsibilitywith the common good in mind ardrrespondingly
diminish their authorship of entrepreneurial, busifg®sventures.

Systematicompartmetalisation of the forms of

recognition as a futureesearch objective

Whenl quoted this phrase O0systematic compa
recognitiond (Honn4&twa sl 9r96f epr6r9i)n gi nt oC hHaopnt ne
view that Hegel thought it necesgdo break down the recognitional pattern in

orderto reveal the ethical foundations that existed at the genesis of

mo d e r mstitutiordbslilding phase, institutions which are common in

presermd ay soci eties. | t 6s wor tnthlisatiaomn si der i ng
could be accomplished in relation téesthative agriculture and AFN networks

in Ireland. If thestatedobjectiveof the studywas to benefit from viewing

these areas of soctultural and economic life through the recognitional lens

onecoulle nvi sage how c akhosvigdyemerdfahe socickk e t he 06 a
cultural and historical context of the knowledge mi ght make a good st
point. If it is found, for example, that in a particular social group there is a

markedly different approach to theknowledgement of the soetnltural and

historicd context ofcertain types oknowledge different from the norm in the

sense that it underrepresents this aspect of knowledge acquisition, this points

to either carelessness or deliberate withholdingodgnition. When

considering t huer sbéinvaet eme aanl s éa nddpaqdal osyce d t o a
dynamic of caréGoodman and Goodman 2008)e recognitional lens

revealed factors such as texpectation of solidarity and reciprodityt

further revealedhat thenormalisatiorof demands for reciprocitsnd the

creation of durable relational ties (within AFNS) as being possible only among

those who adopted and maintained a recognitional stance towards each other.
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If the expectation of solidarity and reoggity were to be one compartment,

one form of recgnition which was considered to be essential for the formation
of O6new instituvdmRder g r 2f@Gatrgne nmegn tsstdy | (e s
then this could be exhaustively dealt with, verified as a mganinategory,

via qualitative methodsr disposed offor instancedemands for reciprocity

by consumers and the stress thasthdemandsometime®xerton alternative
farmers would be onavenue that researchers could focus on. Farms which
responded wy well to that stress may be the ones that can afford to reinvest
in a way of thinking described earlier as the recognitional domain. In this way
it may make a lot more sense to researcifis@me competent farmers remain
strongly alternative and othepparently competent and able farmers tend
towards a more entrepreneurial or conventionalised approach over time.
Factors like an inability to respond to the demands for reciprocity in an
appopriate and efficient manner, may trigger divestment from thegtiito
structures, ethical foundations and day to day practices commonly associated
with strong AFNSs.

It is suggested that building a compartmentalised, and very detailed, picture of
the recogitional systems of engagement and exchange in these environments
including a cognitiveethnographic dimension, may be a very worthwhile
research strategy. One which could have the potential to enablepartizan,
realistic grasp of what is often se@ma very fragmented social response to the

conventional food pmasioning systera

A Recommendation for Further Research on The

Conventional Side

It is suggested that there are several areas of research which have become
more accessible because of the work carried out in this tAdtfisugh the

study focused itsreergies on the alternative side of the spectrum a lot was
learned about the convential efforts to rebrand some of the practices of

agroecology as a conventional affair. The biological farmers who |
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encountered in Ireland were often very enthused abewvltiole area of cost
cutting via the introduction of naturegplacements for chemicaputs such

as cover cropping and companion cropping. It was noted that many were
excited by the freedom to experiment with the methods while at the same time
being ableo use their entrepreneurial abilities to create opportunities from the
new productProducts derived from holistically grazed livestock in the UK

have been successfully marketed as a niche product according to one Kilkenny
farmer. Other farmers were gaty better prices for their grazing from top

class beef farmers because they weregubiological method&r fodder
production. These actors waretidentified as ecological entrepreneatshe
earlierstages of tis study ando do so now would be preature without

further research.

Ecologicalentrepreneurship within conventional agriture is one area which
could prove difficult to investigate from a sociological point of view. | say this
becausét seemghe termecological entrepreneurshipas nobeen

sufficiently developed theoretically. The boundaries of applicability of the
term have not been defined and this | suggest is partly because
entrepreneurship itself cuts through many layers of idemtignycategories

in food provisioning and is peaps too malleable or too mercurial a
phenomenon to pin dowseeNashchekinat al. 219 on similar problems

with social entrepreneurshipNriters who publish papers in rural sociology
journals or speakers on all matters rural who use the term rarely s

time explaining what exactly the term is meant to convey or capture. Without
having anystrictallegiances within the various shads sustainability or
greenness, which is the case with most of the people | identify as ecological
entrepreneurs, ghentrepreneur will reincarnate herself as many times as she
sees necessary in order to arrive at the most viable intersection between
eshblished norms and disruptive alternatives. It appears this is something
which authors have found difficult to theaidJsing theoretical constructs
developed in this thesig can be assumed the ecological entrepreneur uses
and discards various modesaopieration, sometimes creating hybrids. She can

move from the recognitional domain where she established practices or
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constructed a level of green credentials to the cognitional domain to exploit

these learnings in a conventional, extractive manner.

The farmer as ecological entrepreneur operating within conventional

agr i cul t-aultusl@rviroenegtdernonstratehe many ways that
producers can bind the cognitional modus operandi with the recognitional
modus operandi. We could assume that e&ei way of binding these modes,

in any one field of practice, can be depicted as a new-sattioral

construction and wlileither survive or thrive depending on multiple factors. A
clear line of enquiry is possible using this approach if one were tergddka

on the biological farmers and holistically managed grazing specialist in Ireland
who are, in socieultural termsaligned with conventional agriculture and

may still practice purely conventional agriculture on other farms or at different
locationson the same farm. From observations made in the fiekh

confirm that the use of the term ecological entrepreceuld fit very well

with what some of these farmers are doiflgis would beconditionalof

courseon identificationa specific interpreition,which would be the first task

of what ecological entrepreneurship actually means.

Possible Limitations of The Reseh Process

Quialitative research involves the collection, analysis, and interpretation of

data that are not easily reduced to nuralfdnderson 2010). Where the

research is carried out by a single individual albeit under the supervision of

experienced axlemics the orientation of the researcher towards the subject

matter is prone to overly subjective filtering and various biasess3asa this

aspect of the researcherods orientation on
area of ontological and epistemgiocal starting points and this can trigger a

spiral of eternal regress. In the case of this thesis, which examines a somewhat

negleced area of rural sociology in Ireland, the researcher takes a stance on

Oal ternativenesso0 as e@angtheasbcheeddogicalt o f undame
systems associated with food production and distribution in Irelandd s

possible by adopting this stane@me aspects of conventional agriculture and

its actors have not been adequately assessed and the inputs of these actors

towards the construction of new, more sustainable ways of doing things has
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been dismissed too easily. The same could be said for dfeedf informants

and sites used for data gathering. If for example the researcher had a

background in conventional farngnease of access to conventional farms and

knowing where to look for the type of conventional Irish farmer which would

possibly dempstrate a heterogeneity of approaches towards sustainability

issues among these type of actors may have resulted inystigfelent

outcomes not only in terms of data collection but with respect to interpretation

and analysis of the available data. Thet that this researcher spent the first

half of his life in an urban environment and later only had contact with

alternaive, usually first generation farmers and networks of-pdsan and

transient rural actors certainly raises questions as to pobgkks. Anderson

(2010) raises the point about biases and idiosyncrasies as regard qualitative

research, butalsoraiseshe i mportant aspect of individ
quality is heavily dependent on the individual skills of the researcher and more
easily inpuenced by the researcherodos pers
(Anderson 2010, p2). One way of remedying thiglency towards bias is the

adoption of a reflexive approach.

Reflexive researchers keep track of, and endeavour to separateyitheale

as participant and engaged data retriever on one hand and as interpreter and

analyst on the other. Social science is reflexive in the sense that the knowledge

it generates is "injected" back into the reality it describes (Bourdieu and

Wacquant 198, p38 cite Giddens 1987). To open up the debate to critical

appraisal we can see there are competing logics. For instance, there is a long

standing school of thought which warns against seeing researcher reflexivity

as a formulaic method of introspectionan internally directed interrogation

for which the individual researcher is solely responsible for. Bourdieu and

Wacquant (1992) to mention just one alter
less for intellectual introspection than for the permaneribkagical analysis

and control of sociological practiceo. Th
researcher risks becoming dexbjective in the short term in order to become

more effective at uncovering concrete and-petipelling research agendas

(Bourdieu and Wacquant 1992). This however presupposes that the research is

ongoing and that the researcher has extensive autonomy and decision making
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power to explore future objectives in further rounds of research. These

subsequent rounds of research magdeerned by new research strategies in

order to take advantage of emerging, flexible methodologies. In line with this

approach some researchers like to apply reflexivity as part of developmental
process. For instance At tpinemtaland Edge (201
approachdé as one which foregrounds the co
persoawhor esear ches as i ntegral to the resear
course of this research an effort was made to periodically assess that both a

reflexive and a developental strategy governed the approach to the data

gathering but also to its interpretation and analysis.

Researcher positionality (particularly relating boundaries and allegiances)
arguably played a strong part in the formation of strategies in this tfhesi

the outset. Although Jaroszds definition
criteria which helped decide which actors were considered to betygbee!,

real world encounters forced the researcher to make necessary choices as to
which farmers wre worth investigating and which could be disregarded. For
example, those farmers whose behaviour appeared closer to the AFN
definition which Jarosz crafted were treated more carefully and discourses
emanating from their life world was perhaps given jigoit could be argued

that their responses were privileged, and increasingly so as the work
progressed. The reader will be aware from the outset which part of the farming
world is being supported by the author and some readers may assume that the
researber might have injected personal bias as evidenced by repeated
references to the negative features of conventional farmers and their
supporting networks and organisations . The question remains, did researcher
positionality invalidate the outcome of thesearch or affect the reliability of

the process?

Again returning to the research questions, using them as a guide, | think the
objectives of the research were achieved and this was done with reasonable
attention being payed to the positionality of theeegsher and to matters
relating to objectivity and reflexivity. In answering the research questions
certain aspects may not have been dealt with to the satisfaction of some

readers, partly because the objective was theoretical in nature. Some aspects
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ofthe work were |ikely |Iimited by dependi ng

sources of data retrieval and the researc

ideological, cultural and political affinities may have hampered interpretative
and analytical objectivity to sonmextent. | will leave it to the reader to be the

final arbitrator and to decide how well the author performed.

Final Conclusions

To reach beyond the microcosm of alternative farming, that is to hope for an
expansion of that sector of agricultural pratifug, this thesis suggests thaeth
objectiveshould be pursued as a qualitative change rather than a scaling up of
certain physical @ctices. The lesson learned from the conventionalisation of
organic agriculture in the US, which is very well documenigthat
reductionismoftenemphasising inputs rather than procésajls to shallow
understandings, and thiglps tore-establish te mindset of productivism,

often called negroductivism.Rural sociologyes a discipline has had a
conservative and rasttive history, thereforeone has to be sceptical about its
product and this applies to rural sociology in the US, Australia, Neviezidla

as well adireland where the state has had quite an influenceson it
developmentGeographers and anthropologistve made progress where

rural sociology was forbiddeor discouraged) ttread, and rural sociogists
may have learned somethiagluablefrom these other disciplines. In the field
of alternative food networks and alternative farmingal sociologyas a
disciplinehas at times performed admirably and other times has fallen short.
By applyingconstructsfom mainstream sociology and social theory one can
uncover new approaches and create opportunities for disconnection from some
of the more conservativend restrictive elements of statist rural sociology.
The application of recognition theory undertakethis dissertation is a good
example of how this can work. Although the work is exploratibrghows

considerable potential fonaking progress in theea of conceptualising
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alternative farmingparticularly relating to allegiance switching withthe
various forms of AFNgnot leastfrom strong to weakand ceoptation of
producers antheir productive assets via entrepreneurial zeal. The approach
devebped here also sh@potential to neutralise or disentangle duplicitous
discourse relating to sustainalor alternative food provisioninghether that

be statesponsoredcorporate sponsoredhether it behe output of academic

institutions or the produof the alternative or mainstream media.

In addition, theresearclgoes some way toonfirming that he appropriate
development of alternative farmimandits diffusion(scaling out)js dependent

on respecting its originand never forgettinglhy those pneers saw the need

to invent a counter movement to productivist, polluting and resource
destroyingagiculture One cannot simply abandon learning at the interface.
As Pretty (1995, pl249) remarked ASustain
simply an inposed model or package. It must become a process for learning
and perpetual nogeltyenithinghe micrdaesm and hotasr i s
extractive process where techniques are wrenched from their. sigin

finally, it is dependendn social economic ad political actorgiving due
recognition to those who practice these agroecological methods toda

Working close to the interface of the natural and the human worlds and doing
it respectfully is certainly an important occupation and those who profess to
study and conceptualise this hfeorld, for instance rural sociologists, should

use all the mearet their disposal to be effectiamd engaged
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